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Preface

The Third International Conference on Advanced Data Mining and Applications
(ADMA) organized in Harbin, China continued the tradition already established by
the first two ADMA conferences in Wuhan in 2005 and Xi’an in 2006. One major
goal of ADMA is to create a respectable identity in the data mining research commu-
nity. This feat has been partially achieved in a very short time despite the young age of
the conference, thanks to the rigorous review process insisted upon, the outstanding
list of internationally renowned keynote speakers and the excellent program each year.
The impact of a conference is measured by the citations the conference papers receive.
Some have used this measure to rank conferences. For example, the independent
source cs-conference-ranking.org ranks ADMA (0.65) higher than PAKDD (0.64) and
PKDD (0.62) as of June 2007, which are well established conferences in data mining.
While the ranking itself is questionable because the exact procedure is not disclosed, it
is nevertheless an encouraging indicator of recognition for a very young conference
such as ADMA.

This year we had the pleasure and honour to host illustrious presenters. Our distin-
guished keynote speakers were Prof. Jaideep Srivastava from Minnesota, who had an
enviable career in both industry and academia, and Prof. Geoff Web from Monash
University, who is currently the editor-in-chief of the famous journal on Data Mining
and Knowledge Discovery published by Springer Netherlands. Our invited speaker is
Prof. Zhi-Hua Zhou, a rising star in the Chinese and international research community.
Despite his young career, he has rightfully earned global recognition.

ADMA aims at bringing together researchers and practitioners to focus on ad-
vancements in data mining and peculiarities and challenges of real world applications
using data mining. The major theme of the conference encompasses the innovative
applications of data mining approaches to real-world problems that involve large data
sets, incomplete and noisy data, or demand optimal solutions. While researchers are
eager to submit their novel ideas and techniques covering the first part of the theme of
the conference, advanced data mining, getting researchers and practitioners to share
their experience with applications of data mining involving different knowledge of
data in challenging application domains remains limited. This second part of the con-
ference theme, applications, is important, as applications are very inspirational and
educational, and the organizers continue to encourage the use of ADMA as a venue
for sharing such valuable experiences with the data mining community.

This year ADMA received about 200 online submissions from 20 different coun-
tries, making it, yet again, a truly international conference. A rigorous process of
pre-screening and review involved 92 well known international program committee
members and 3 program co-chairs in addition to numerous external reviewers. This
screening process yielded the remarkable papers organized in these proceedings in 44
regular papers and 15 short papers, bearing a total acceptance rate of 29%.

We witnessed this year a significant drop in the number of submissions and many
authors chose to withdraw their papers after they were accepted. The main reason for
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this phenomenon is the fact that Thompson Scientific decided to take Springer’s
LNCS series out of the ISI journal citation index as of January 2007 arguing that
LNCS publications are not journals. In fact, according to their recently published
results for 2006, ISI evaluated a total of 25,576 articles published in all 373 journals
they classify as computer science journals, whereas LNCS alone published roughly the
same number of articles during the same period of time. However, LNCS together
with its subseries LNAI and LNBI (like other proceedings from other publishers) will
from 2007 onward be included in ISI's newly established Proceedings Index and, of
course, will continue to be included in many other well known and frequently used
bibliographic indices such as DBLP or CompuServe. Finally, despite the fact that
LNCS is no longer covered by ISI/SCI, the standing and recognition of ADMA among
the community remains unchanged.

June 2007 Reda Alhajj
Hong Gao

Xue Li

Jianzhong Li

Osmar R. Zaiane
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