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PREFACE

A Conceptual and Applied Approach

This is a textbook for students taking a first course in classroom assess-
ment. As in previous editions, the goal of Classroom Assessment: Concepts
and Applications, fifth edition, is to show how skilled assessment underlies
a teacher's craft, driving decisions in planning and in the course of teach-
ing itself. The text is organized to relate the principles of assessment to the
natural progression of a teacher’'s work—from organizing the classroom as
a social setting, to planning and conducting instruction based upon sound
objectives, to the formal assessment of pupil learning, to grading students,
and finally to interpreting standardized tests and statewide assessments.
The goal is to show students that assessment is an ongoing part of teach-
ing, not some esoteric activity divorced from the daily classroom routine.

The ability to construct and use classroom assessments is an essential
educational skill for all teachers. Ongoing formal and informal classroom
assessments provide teachers with the information they need to monitor
and make decisions about their teaching and their students’ learning.
Increasingly, teachers must address not only their own traditional class-
room assessments, but also those required by external sources of assess-
ment such as statewide testing and standardized tests. This text covers the
broad range of assessments that confront teachers both in their class-
rooms and beyond. Each type of assessment is presented with attention
to both concepts and application, so students will understand the reasons
and cautions that are inherent in the assessments they construct and
interpret.

Proven Features and Content

This edition includes many of the features of prior editions.

Realistic Assessment: The focus throughout is on the realities of class-
rooms and how assessments can serve these realities.

Validity and Reliability: These central assessment concepts are intro-
duced in the first chapter and then linked in later chapters to each spe-
cific type of assessment information. The validity and reliability issues of
informal assessment, planning and delivering instruction, grading, using
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paper-and-pencil tests, performance assessments, and standardized test-
ing are identified. Practical strategies to improve validity and reliability of
varied assessment approaches are presented in each chapter.

Practical Guidelines: A significant portion of each chapter focuses on
practical guidelines to follow and common errors to avoid when using
the type of assessment being presented. The implications of ignoring the
recommendations are also described.

Teacher Thinking: Throughout the text, excerpts from teachers about
assessment add the wisdom of day-to-day practice to assessment situations.

Student-Friendly Writing Style: The text is written with a clear, friendly,
and accessible style and is well integrated with examples and tables to
thoroughly engage students.

New to the Fifth Edition

The fifth edition of Classroom Assessment has been expanded to include a
number of helpful features.

Thinking About Teaching: Questions at the opening of each chapter
prompt students to put chapter topics into the context of the classroom.

Case Studies: Accessible through the Online Learning Center, case stud-
ies bring chapter topics to life.

Key Assessment Tools: These boxes, at least two for each chapter, high-
light practical resources and tools to use in the assessment process.

Assessment and Technology: These boxes highlight ways to use tech-
nology in assessment.

No Child Left Behind: New coverage of No Child Left Behind legisla-
tion and expanded coverage of high-stakes testing is provided.

Children with Special Needs: The assessment of children with special
needs has been integrated into many chapters of this book.

Test Construction: Coverage of ways to construct student tests has
been greatly expanded.

Online Learning Center. Located at www.mhhe.com/airasianse, this
center includes a student study guide with practice quizzes, case studies,
Web links, and PowerWeb current news articles.

In addition to the above improvements, instructors who have used the
fourth edition will notice that the coverage of educational objectives has
been expanded to two chapters, and that performance assessment is now
covered in one chapter instead of two.
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McGraw-Hill’s Primis Online
www.mhhe.com/primis/online

McGraw-Hill’s Primis Online is an ideal solution for instructors looking for
a briefer assessment text—whether to fit the need of a one-credit course or
a course that covers several major topics. Through Primis Online you can
choose the material you want to use from Classroom Assessment and, if you
wish, mix and match materials from other McGraw-Hill texts. Create a cus-
tom text for consideration for your course, or order as many different books
as you like. There is no cost to you, no obligation, and no minimum num-
ber of student copies per order.

Here’s how it works:

1. Visit www.mhhe.com/primis/online and select “EDUCATION" from
the discipline drop-down menu found on the blue bar to the left of
your screen. You can also call us (1-800-962-9342) if you prefer to
work over the phone.

2. Click on Airasian Classroom Assessment, 5/e, in the listing. Click on
“Add” to select the chapters you wish to include in your custom
printed textbook or eBook. To aid your decision making, you can
“View” the complete text of the book online with a professor pass-
word. If you wish, add selections from other textbooks to address new
topics outside the main book coverage.

3. Use the progress bar steps (located in the top blue bar) to step you
through the book creation process. “Review” and rearrange the order
of your selections, fill in and save your “Cover” information, and then
fill in and save your shipping information to “Finish.” Then submit
your complimentary review copy to us.

4. FEight to 10 days later, visit your mailbox because we have mailed your
actual printed book. Review your complimentary examination copy.
Make changes online, by fax, or by phone.

5. If you want to adopt, give your bookstore the ISBN on your approved
custom book so they can place an order for your custom version of
Classroom Assessment. Your text will be on bookstore shelves in 4 to 6
weeks—designed and priced especially for your needs and for those
of your students.

Supplements that Accompany Classroom Assessment

For the Instructor

Instructor’s Manual: An updated and expanded instructor’'s manual is
available on the Instructor’'s Resource CD-ROM.
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Test Bank: An updated test bank, in Microsoft Word and as a computer-
ized test bank, is available on the Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM.

PowerPoint Slides: PowerPoint slides are now available on the Instruc-
tor's Resource CD-ROM and on the instructor's area of the Online Learn-
ing Center.

For the Student

Online Learning Center: The new Online Learning Center at
www.mhhe.com/airasian5e includes practice quizzes (with feedback), a
student study guide, case studies, examples of assessment tools, Web
links, PowerWeb articles, and PowerWeb current news articles.
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