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Preface

This volume contains the papers presented at ECIR 2007, the 29th European
Conference on Information Retrieval. The conference was organized by the Fon-
dazione Ugo Bordoni (FUB), in cooperation with the Information Retrieval Spe-
cialist Group of the British Computer Society (BCS-IRSG) and the ACM Special
Interest Group on Information Retrieval (ACM SIGIR). It was held during April
2-5, 2007 in Rome, hosted by the National Research Council of Italy (CNR).

The conference was initially established by BCS-IRSG in the United Kingdom
under the name “Annual Colloquium on Information Retrieval Research”. When
the involvement of Continental Europe became more important, it was decided
to alternate the conference venue between the UK and Continental Europe.
Starting from 2001, the conference was renamed ECIR. In the last few years,
ECIR has grown steadily, becoming the major European forum for research on
information retrieval.

ECIR 2007 has dramatically confirmed the growth trend, with a high record
number of submissions. In four years the number of full-paper submissions to
ECIR has nearly tripled, going from 88 (2004, Sunderland) to 124 (2005, Santiago
de Compostela), then to 175 (2006, London), and now to 220 (2007, Rome).
ECIR 2007 has also attracted more and more people from outside Europe, thus
making the conference a large, truly international event. Furthermore, in spite
of these major changes, the traditional strong focus on students has been well
preserved, for their participation has been massive.

The large number of sponsors of ECIR 2007 both reflects the increasing
importance of the conference and is a key to its success. The sponsorship con-
tribution was primarily used to support student attendance and to invite three
internationally renowned researchers to give a keynote speech, namely, Andrei
Broder (Yahoo! Research), Stephen Robertson (Microsoft Research Cambridge
and City University London), and Marco Gori (University of Siena).

Turning to the reviewing process, the Program Committee (PC) of ECIR
2007 was formed by 147 members, 41 of whom were non-European. To increase
consistency of refereeing, the PC was split in subgroups of homogeneous expertise
with three members each, and each subgroup was then assigned a bunch of
related papers.

In response to the call for papers, 220 submissions were received. Each sub-
mission was normally reviewed by three PC members. In case of a strong dis-
agreement, the reviewers were given a chance to change their reviews before
the PC meeting. The reviews were then thoroughly discussed by the 19 par-
ticipants in the PC meeting, which was held at FUB in Rome. Decisions were
based on the scores assigned by the reviewers and on the reviews themselves.
When the reviews of a paper were not sufficient to make a decision, the paper
went through an extra review at the PC meeting. Out of the 220 submissions,
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42 were accepted for presentation at the conference. Interestingly, 23 of these
had a full-time student as the primary author.

In addition, at the PC meeting, it was decided to create a short-paper session
because there were many papers with good scores that would have been rejected
due to high competition and limited capacity for oral presentation at the confer-
ence. Nineteen papers were accepted as short papers. Short papers were given 8
pages in the proceeding (instead of 12), with the short-paper session consisting of
a brief oral presentation of all short papers followed by a poster-style exhibition.

There was also a separate call for posters. Each of the 72 poster submis-
sions was normally reviewed by three PC members, as with paper submissions.
Twenty-one posters were accepted for presentation.

The topics covered by the accepted papers span well-established as well
as emerging research areas, with a concentration on indexing techniques, dis-
tributed information retrieval, and query processing. The 42 full papers have
been grouped in the following way: Theory and Design (5), Efficiency (5), Peer-
to-Peer Networks (4), Result Merging (2), Queries (4), Relevance Feedback (2),
Evaluation (2), Classification and Clustering (4), Filtering (4), Topic Identifica-
tion (2), Expert Finding (2), XML (2), Web IR (2), Multimedia IR (2).

The success of ECIR 2007 was due to a huge number of people and several
organizations who were involved in the various stages of the whole process. We
thank the researchers who submitted their results, the members of the Program
Committee for reviewing many papers in a short time, the members of the local
Organizing Committee for their hard work over many months, the members of
the Award Committees for choosing the best paper and the the best student
paper, the keynote speakers for accepting our invitation, the Italian National
Research Council for providing the conference venue, the sponsoring organiza-
tions for providing the money. We are deeply indebted to all of them. We would
also like to thank the members of BCS-IRSG and the organizers of ECIR 2006
for their useful help. Finally, a special thanks to Fondazione Ugo Bordoni, whose
support was invaluable for running the whole conference.

We would like to conclude this preface on a more personal note. Although the
amount of work required was definitely harder than expected, we now feel that
it was worth it! Organizing and running ECIR 2007 was a great experience for
us. We are very happy especially because of our own historical involvement in
ECIR. We have seen how the conference has grown over time and we are proud
to have contributed to making it a key event in the information retrieval field.

Enjoy the papers!

January 2007 Giambattista Amati
Claudio Carpineto
Giovanni Romano
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