PRINCIPLES of SOCIAL
‘RECONSTRUCTION

BY

BERTRAND RU%SELL, F.R.S.

" e 10T

. Tjg!\]_;‘\_lf;(e..u‘
AN AT NIG W 1
-, N WEAH
A
7

&
<
..‘\-
PH
™ éq

LONDON : GEORGE ALLEN & ‘UNWIN LTD.
RUSKIN HOUSE ‘4o MUSEUM STREET, W.C.1



PRINCIPLES of SOCIAL
"RECONSTRUCTION

BY

BERTRAND RUS‘SELL, F.R.S.

LONDON: GEORGE ALLEN & ‘UNWIN LTD.
RUSKIN HOUSE ‘4o MUSEUM STREET, W.C.






*® w
©

First published Noveiber 1916
Reprinted . . Fanuary 1917
Reprinted « o+ « May 1917
Reprinted . . February 1918
Reprinted . « Fanuary 19?9



AL, 5 2 52 BEPDFIE V5 ) : www. ertongbook. com



PREFACE

THE following lectures were written in 19I5,
and deljyered in the beginning of 1916. 1
had hoped to re-write thgmn”c8fisiderably, and
make them somewhat less inadequate to their
theme ; but other work, which seemed more
pressing, jntervened, and the prospect of oppor-
. tunity for leisurely revision remains remote.
My aim is to suggest a philosophy of politics
based upon the belief that impulse has more
effect than conscious purpose in moulding men’s
lives. Most impulses may be divided into two
groups, the possessive and the creative, accord-
ing as they'aim at acquiring or retaining some-
thing that canhot be shared, or at bringing
into the world some valuable thing, such as
knowledge or art or goodwill, in which there is
no private property. I consider the best life
that which is most built on creative impulses,
and the worst that which is most inspired by
love of possession. Political in’titutions have
a very great influenée upon.the dispositions of
men and women, and should be such as to
5




Preface

promote creativeness at the expense of posses-
siveness. The State, war, and property are
the chief political embodiments of the posses-
sive impulses; education, marriage, and
religion ought to embody the creative impulses,
though at present they do so very inadequately.
Liberation of creativeness ought to be the
principle of reform both in politics and in
economics. It is this conviction which has
led to the writipg of these lectures,. °®
L J

September 1916.
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Le souffle, le rhythme, la vraie force populaire
manqua 2 la réaction. Elle eut les°rois, les trésors,
les armées; ellg égrasa les peuples, mais elfe resta
muette. Elle tua er’ silence; elle ne put parler
qu'avec le canon sur ses horribles champs de
bataille. . . . Tuer quinze millions d’homme.s par
la faim et Vépée, 4 la bonne heure, cela se peut.
Mais faire un petit chant, un air aimé dg tops, voila -
ce que nulle machination ne donnera. . . . Don

. Téservé, béni. . . . Ce chant peut-étre & I'aube jaillira
d’un cceur simple, ou l'alouette le trouvera en mon-
tant au soleil, de son sillon d’avril.

MICHELET.
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THE PRINCIPLE OF GROWTH

To all wHo, are capable of new impressions
and fresh thought, some modification of former
beliefs and *hopes has been brought by the
war. What the modification has been has
depended, in each case, upon character and
circumstance ; but in one form or another it
has been almost universal. To me, the chief
thing to be learnt through the war has been
a certain view of the springs ef human action,
what they are, and what we may legitimately
hope that they will hecome. This view, if it
is true, seems to afford a basis for political
philosophy more capable of standing erect in a
“ime of crisis than the philosoplty of traditional
fiberalism has shown itself to be. sThe follow-
ng lectures, though ony one of them will deal
vith war, are all inspired by'a view of the
springs of action which has been suggested
)




f’rincip]es of Social Reconstruction

by the war. And all of them are informed by
the hope of seeing such political institutions
established in Europe as shall make men
averse from war—a hope which I firmly believe
to be realizable, though not without a great
and fundamental reconstruction of economic
and social life.

To one who stands outside the cycle of
beliefs and passions which make the war seem
necessary, an isolation, an almost junbearable
separation fronl the general activity, becomes
unavoidable. At the very moment when the
universal disaster raises compassion in the
highest degree, compassion itself compels
aloofness from the impulse to self-destruction
which has swept over Europe.” The helpless
longing to save men from the ruin towards
which they are hastening makes it necessary
to oppose the stream, to incur hostility, to be
thought unfeeling, to lose for the moment the
power of winning belief. It is impossible to.
prevent others from feelinge hostile, but it is
possible to avoid any reciprocal hostility on
one's own part, by imaginative understanding
and the sympathy which grows out of it. And
without understanding and sympathy it is
impossible to find a cure for the evil from
which the world is suffering.

There are two viewg®of the war neither of
which seems to ‘me adequate. The usual view
in. this country is that it is due to the wicked-

10
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The Principle of Growth

ness of the Germans ; the view of most pacifists
is that it is due to the diplomatic tangle and
to the ambitions of Governments. I think
both these views fail to realize the extent
to which war grows out of ordinary human
nature. Germans, and also the men who com-
pose Governments, are on the whole average
human beings, actuated by the same passions
that actuate others, not differ fng much from the
rest of the world except in their circumstances.
War is aocepted by men wHo°®%re neither
Germans nor diplomatists with a readiness, an
acquiescence in untrue and inadequate reasons,
which would not be possible if any deep repug-
nance to war were widespread in other nations
or classes. * The untrue things which men
believe, and the true things which they dis-
believe, are an index to their impulses—not
necessarily to individual impulses in each case
(since beliefs are contagious), but to the
general impulses of the community. We all
believe many things which we have no good
ground for believing, because, subconsciously,
our nature craves certgin kinds of action which
these beliefs would render reasonable if they
were true. Unfounded beliefs are the homage
which impulse pays to reason ;* and thus it is
with the beliefs which, opposite but similar,
make men here and in Germany believe it their
duty to prosecute the war.

The first thought which naturally occurs-to

11
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one who accepts this view is that it would
be well if men were more under the dominion
of reason. War, to those who see that it must
necessarily do untold harm to all the com-
batants, seems a mere madness, a collective
insanity in which all that has been known in
time of peace is forgotten. If impulses were
more controlled, if thought were less dominated
by passion, mer would guard their minds
against the approaches of war fevgr, and dis-
putes would® Be adjusted amicably. * This is
true, but it is not by itself sufficient. It is
only those in whom the desire to think truly
is itself a passion who will find %this desire
adequate to control the passions of war. Only
passion can control passion, ahd®only a con-
trary impulse or desire can check impulse.
Reason, as it is preached by traditional moral-

ists, is too negative, too little living, to make

a good life. It is not by reason alone that wars
can be prevented, but by a positive life of
impulses and passions antagenistic to those that
lead to war. It is the life of impulse that
needs to be changed, ,nc°>t only the life of
conscious thought.

All human activity springs from two sources :
impulse and desire. The part played by desire
has always.been sufficiently recognized. When
men find themselves net fully contented, and
not able instantly to procure what will cause
content, imagination brings before their minds

12



The Principle of Growth.

the thought of things which they believe would
make them happy. All desire involves an
interval of time between the consciousness of
a need and the opportunity for satisfying it.
The acts inspired by desire may be in them-
selves painful, the time before satisfaction can
be achieved may be very long, the object
desired may be something outside our own
‘lives, and even after our owrf death. Will, as
a directing Oforce, ‘consists mainly in following
desires for more or less distant 6bJects, in spite
of the painfulness of the acts involved and the
solicitations of incompatible but more imme-
diate desires and impulses. All this is familiar,
and politicaﬂ philosophy hitherto has been
almost entirely based upon desire as the source
of human actions.

But desire governs no more than a part of
human activity, and that not the most impor-
tant but only the more conscious, explicit, and
civilized part.

In all the more instinctive part of our nature
we are dominated by impulses to certain kinds
of activity, not by desires for certain ends.
Children run and shout, not because of any
good which they expect to realize, but because
of a direct impulse to runningeand shouting.
Dogs bay the moon, not because they consider
that it is to their adwantage to do so, but
because they feel an impulse to ‘bark. It is not
any purpose, but merely an impulse, that

13
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Principles of Social Reconstruction

prompts such actions as eating, drinking,
love-making, quarrelhng, boasting. Those who
believe that man is a rational animal will say
that people boast in order that others may have
a good oplmon of them; but most of us can
recall occasions when we have boasted in spite
of knowing that we should be despised for it.
Instinctive acts normally achieve some result
which is agreeabl® to the natural man, but they
are not performed from desire for, thlS result.
They are pe'rfbrrged from direct 1mpulse, and
the impulse is often strong even in cases in
which the normal desirable result cannot follow.
Grown men like to imagine themselves more
rational than children and dogs, and uncon-
sciously conceal from themselVes“how great a
part impulse plays in their lives. This uncon-
scious concealment always follows a certain
general plan. When an impulse is not indulged
in the moment in which it arises, there grows
up a desire for the expected consequences of
indulging the impulse. If some of the conse-
quences which are reasonably to be expected
are clearly dlcagreeable, a conflict between
foresight and impulse arises. If the impulse
is weak, foresight may conquer; this is what
is called acting on reason. If the impulse is
strong, either foresight will be falsified, and
the disagreeable consequences will be forgotten,
or, in men of a"heroic mould, the consequences
may be recklessly accepted. When Macbeth
14



The Principle of Growth

realizes that he is doomed to defeat, he does
not shrink from the fight; he exclaims :—

Lay on, Macduff,
And damned be him that first cries, Hold, enough!

But such strength and recklessness of
impulse is rare. Most men, when their impulse
is strong, succeed in persuading themselves,
usually by a subconscious ® selectiveness of
attention, that agreeable consequences will
follow from the indulgence of *tifeir impulse.
Whole philosophies, whole systems of ethical
valuation, spring up in this way: they are
the emboditnent of a kind of thought which is
subservient to 1mpulse, which aims at providing
a quasi-ratiohal’ ground for the mdulgence of
impulse. The only thought which is genuine
is that which springs out of the intellectual
impulse of curiosity, leading to the desire to
know and understand. But most of what
passes for thought is inspired by some non-
intellectual impulse, and is merely a means of
persuading ourselves that we shall not be
disappointed or do ‘harm if we indulge this
impulse.!

When an impulse is restrained, we feel
discomfort or even violent pzin. We may
indulge the impulse in order to escape from

* On this subject compare.oBemard Hart’s “ Psychology
of Insanity” (Cambridge University Press, 1914), chap. v,
especially pp. 62-5.
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this pain, and our action is then one which has
a purpose. But the pain only exists because
of the impulse, and the impulse itself is directed
to an act, not to escaping from the pain of
restraining the impulse. The impulse itself
remains without a purpose, and the purpose
of escaping from pain only arises when the
impulse has been momentarily restrained.
Impulse is at the basis of our activity, much
more than desire. Desire has its place, but not
so large a place 3s it seems to have. ‘Impulses
bring with them a whole train of subservient
fictitious desires: they make men feel that
they desire the results which will follow from
indulging the impulses, and that they are acting
for the sake of these results, whefl in fact their
action has no motive outside itself. A man
may write a book or paint a picture under the
belief that he desires the praise which it will
bring him; but as soon as it is finished, if
his creative impulse is not exhausted, what
he has done grows uninteresting to him, and
he begins a new piece of work. What applies
to artistic creation applies equally to all that is
most vital in our lives: direct impulse is what
moves us, and the desires which we think we
have are a mere garment for the impulse.
Desire, as opposed to impulse, has, it is true,
a large and increasing share in the regula-
tion of men’s*lives. Impulse is erratic and
anarchical, not easily fitted into a well-regu-
16



