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PREFACE

The Colloquium on "Qualitative Theory of Differential
Equations" Szeged, August 1979 was organized by the Bolyai
Janos Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Institute
of the Jbézsef Attila University of Szeged. The honorary
chairman was B. SzOkefalvi-Nagy, the members, secretaries
and the chairman of the organizing committee were A.
Elbert, L. Pintér, E. Vincze, P. Moson and the technical
editor and the editor of the present volume. The number
of participants who came from sixteen countries was 112.

The majority of the talks read have dealt with
problems of stability of ordinary, functional and
partial differential equations and this is characteristic
to this volume too. However, there were interesting
talks about oscillation theory, non linear vibrations,
applications and other topics as well. Discussions
centered about generalization of Ljapunov's second
method including vector Ljapunov functions, and bifurca-
tion theory. The present volume containing papers of
most distinguished specialists on the one hand and
first papers of young mathematicians on the other seems

to reflect the state of affairs in qualitative theory



adequately.

I am extremely grateful to Mrs. C. Szabados and
Miss M. Berczik for the enormous organizational work
done, to Mrs. Zs. trmés for the excellent typing and
to North Holland Publishing Co. for making the publica-

tion of this volume possible.

M. Farkas
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differential equation
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