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VERMONT, earned his BA, MA and PhD degrees at the
University of Pennsylvania. He began his career as a physical
anthropologist at the Philadelphia Center for Research in
Child Growth and as a research assistant for its director, Dr.
Wilton M. Krogman. He subsequently went on to teach at
Hunter College and Barnard College in New York City, and
then at The University of Vermont, Burlington, VT, where he
founded the anthropology department.

Dr. Haviland’s first field experience was as a member of a
Smithsonian Institution field crew doing archaeology on the
Lower Brule Indian Reservation in South Dakota. A year
later, he became a member of the University of
Pennsylvania’s archaeological project at the ancient Maya city
of Tikal, Guatemala, where he explored prehistoric settlement
and served as physical anthropologist. After six seasons
there, he helped establish a program of Cultural Resource
Management in Vermont, where he also began research on
the archaeology, ethnography, and ethnohistory of the
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GET THE MosT OuT oF YOuR COURSE EXPEZREEN

Cultural Anthr 0p0[0gy, Tenth Edition, provides a thorough orientation to contempo-
rary cultural anthropology issues and illustrates the many concepts, terms, and examples that

are presented in your course.

To get the most out of your course study, become acquainted with the many features of this
book. On the next several pages, you’ll see how to use the learning aids provided to enhance

your course experience.

— Part Openers.
- Chapter Titles.

STUDY AIDS

Familiarize yourself with the scope of each
major section in Cultural Anthropology by
examining the chapter titles listed on the

part opener page.

Introduction.

These brief sections will give you an overview of
the concepts to be covered in the following
chapters. They also outline the organization of
the chapters, preparing you for what you will

read.

PART

E Stupy of CULTURE
’ fAﬁrhrdpology

Beginnings oka‘umon Culture

most liberating of
only has it ex-

otion to the study
here and through-

reflections of ’sa‘g‘és or

the studies of kaboratory scientists. If this
sounds like the assertion of an overly
enthusiastic anthropologist, it is @ state-
‘ment made by the philosopher Grace de.
Laguna in her 1941 presidential address
10 the Eastern Division of the American
Philosophical Association.

‘The subject matier of anthropology is
vast, as we shall see in the first three
chapters of this book: It includes every-
thing that has o do with human beings,
past and present. Of course, many other
disciplines are concerned in one way or

~ another with human beings. Some, such

as anatomy and physiology, study humans
s biological organisms. The social sci-
ences are concermed with the distinctive
forms of human relationships, while the
humanities examine the great achieve-
ments of human culture. Anthropologists
dre interested in 4l of these things, 100,
but they try 1o deal with them all together,

i allplaces and times. 1t is this unique,

‘road perspective that equips anthropolo-

- ists so well 1o deal with that elusive thing

called human natore.
Needless 1o say, no single anthropolo-
gist is uble to investigute personally every-

thing that has to do with humanity, For
practical purposes, the discipline is di-
vided into various subfields, and individual
anthropologists specialize in one or more
of these. Whatever their specialization,
though, they retain a commitment to &
broader, overall perspective on human-
kind. For example, cultural anthropolo-
giss specialize in the study of human
ideas, values, and behavior, while physical
anthropologists specialize in the study of
bumans as biological onganisms. Yet nei-
ther can afford to ignore the work of the
other, for human culture and nature are
inextricably intertwined, with each affect-
ing the other in important ways. We can
see, for example, how biology affects a
cultural practice such as color-naming be-
bavior. Human populations differ in the
density of pigmentation within the eye it-
self, which in tum affects people’s ability
1o distinguish the color blue from green,
black, or both. Consequently, 2 number of
cultures identify blue with green, black, o
hoth. We can see also how a cultural

practice may affect buman biology, as ex-
emplified by abnormal forms of hemoglo-
bin, the substance that transports oxygen
in the blood. In certain parts of Africa and
Asia, when humans took up the practice
of farming, they altered the ecology in 4
way that, by chance, created ideal condi-
tions for the breeding of mosquitoes. As &
resull, malaria became a serious problem
(mosquitoes carry the malarial parasite),
and a biological response to this was the
spread of cerwin genes that, in those peo-
ple living in makarial areas who inherit the
gene from one parent, produced a builtin
resistance 1o the disease. Although those
who inherit the gene from both parents
contract a potentially lethal anemia, such
as sickle-cell anemia, those without the
gene are apt to succumb to maliria. (We
will return to this topic in Part I1).

To begin our introduction to the study
of cultural anthropology, we will look
closely at the nature of the discipline. tn
Chapter 1 we will see haw the ficld of an-
thropology is subdivided, how the subdiv-

sions relate 10 one another, and how they
relate 1 the other sciences and humani-
ties. Following this, we will turn our atien-
tion to culture, the core coneept of
anthropology. Chapter 2 will discuss the
nature of culture and its significance for
fhuman individuals and societies, We will
conclude this part of the book with &
chapter that gives us  fook at how human
culture: originated and gained primacy
over biological change as the human
mechianism for solving the problems of
existence. We will see, also, how cultural
evolution has its roots in biological evolu-
tion, and how it has played a significant
role in making humans the Kind of beings
that they are today, With these things
done, we will have set the stage for 2
detailed look at the subject matter of
cultural anthropology. 8
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] WHaT Is Cuirure? How Is Cutrure Wiy Do Cuurunes
Th"ee or four Stupien? Exisr?

Culture consists of the
abstract values, belicfs,
and perceptions of the
world that fie behind

Anheopologisis, like
children, learn about &
culture by expericncing

People maintin cultures
0 deal with problems
‘or muttery that concern

questions
summarize the
major concepts
you'll be
learning in the
chapter.

peaple’s behavior and it and talking about it them. To survive, a cul-
that are reflected in their with those who live by ture must satisfy the
behavior. These are

its rules. OF course,
shared by members of o anthropologists have
soctety, and when acted less time to learn, but
upon, they produce they are mors
chavior that is systemaic n the way
intelligible 10 other they learn. Through members of a society.
members of that socicty careful observation and In doing 50, a cultire
Cultures are learned, discussion with must strike o balance
largely through the informants who arc between the self-inter-
medium of language, particalarly knowledgee- ests of individuals hnd
rather than inherited able in the ways of their the needs of society as
biologically, and the culture, the anthropolo- @ whole. And finally, a
parts of a culture st abstracts u set of culture must have the
function as an integeated rules in order to explain capacity o change in
whole, how peaple behave in o order t0 adapt to new
particular society. circumstances or 10
altered pesceptions of
existing circumstances.

basic needs of those
who live by its rules,
provide for its own con-
tinuity, and provide an
orderly existence for the

THE NATURE OF €4

The power of culture s illustrated by Cuban refugee Elian Gorizales
and demonsisators sgainst his return to Cuba, In this case, Elian was
transformed into a symbol involving issues going far beyond his
particulsr situation

TEXT FEATURES

Anthropology Applied S

Boxes.

The united States, in common with other indus-
trialized countries of the world, has within it a num-
ber of more or less separate subcultures. Those
who live by the standards of one particular sub-
culture have their closest relationships with one
another, receiving Constant reassurance that their
perceptions of the world are the only correct ones,
and coming o take it for granted that the whole

he had to overcome Apache anxiaties over an out
sider coming into their midst 10 leam about mat-
ters as personal as their daily lives. With these
things accomplished, Esber was able to identify
and successfully communicate to the architects
features of Apache life with important implications.
for community design. At the same time, discus
sions of findings with the Apaches themselves en

culture is as they see il. As a consequence, mem:  hanced aw;
bers of one subcultural group frequently have trou As a rd
ble understanding the needs and aspirations of  Apaches we
other such groups. For this reason anthropologists,  been desig
with their special understanding of cultural differ-  specific ned
ences, are frequently employed as go-betweens i taken of the
situations requiring interaction between peoples of  uation rathed
differing cultural tracitions. requires thal

As an example, George S. Esber, Jr., while stil  so each car
a graduate student in anthropology. was hired to  of others i
work with architects and a band of Apache Indians  This requirg

These interesting boxes discuss
various facets of applied
anthropology and will give you a
glimpse into the variety of

a4 PART | ANTHMOPOLOGY AND TUE STUBY 01 CULTURE

are observing those rules—that is, how they think they
actually do behave —needs to be looked at. Third. the
behavior that can be directly observed should be con-
sidered—in the example of the Trobrianders, whether
or not the rule of sivasova is actually violated. As we
and as we saw in our discussion of the Garbage
Project, the way people think they shauld beha

he

. . va hich they think they do behave, and the way
in designing a new community for the Apaches® Al same time, Yoy in w 4 2
careers anthropo/oglsts €enjoy. o Snhiisei bogin Wil an sy oot ¥ dctually behave may be distincly i
cross-cultural diferences in the use of space exisl,  Thus, cooki lly examining these clements. the

thropologist can draw up a set of rules that actu ly may
explain the acceptable behavior within a culture. Of
he anthropologist is only hu

they had no idea of how to get relevant information  rated from |
from the Indians. For their part, the Apaches had no  class Anglg
explicit awareness of their needs, for these were  need for ha

L} -1 2 based on unconscious pattems of behavior. More- large pots af Pl -~ ast aside one’s
Original Studies v o e patoms o b cose e ooty own’parsoel fsins and e AT s o
acted out unconsciously was an alien one to them.  new houses| shaped by one’s own culture. Yet it is important to make

Esber's task was 1o persuade the architects to  native tradit
hold back on their planning long enough for him to

gather, through fieldwork and review of written - o]
 the kind of data from which Apache hous-  1n x a1 e
be abstracted. At the same time,  Tnunsaring b

every effort 1o do just this, for otherwise one may se-
riously misinterpret what one sees. As a case in point,
we may see how the bias of the Polish culture in
which Malinowski had been raised caused him to miss
important things in his pioneering study of the Tro-
briand Istanders. Unlike today. when unlllropnlnl_lsh

Boxes.

One of the unique features of
Haviland s text, these boxes are
selections from case studies and

other original works by men and Ry, Wit e Lol
women who are doing important 51 1 e e it e
anthropological work. They are
integrated into the flow of the text and are
integral to your understanding of the concepts.

s like tying 1o describe A naw
1 this picture fook as though they are
bt thy e playing cricket o descrie

age c il would be at best a can
it The problem in

ure: for an au
eription s not 5

operate. At the least, this can lead t0 major min
andings, as in the following case reported in the Wall
Street Jowrnal of May 13, 1983

formal

It Lake City—Police called it a cross-cultural
misunderstanding. When the man showed up 1o

The Importance of
Trobriand Women”

A 8. (1988). The Trobriandsrs of Papia New Gulaes (pp,
New York: Holt, Rinhart und Winston




Cyber Road Trips.

Every chapter contains Cyber Road Trips that refer the
student and instructor to additional internet content

relevant to the chapter.

Biography Boxes.

These brief boxes introduce

you to some of the

important men and women
in the field of anthropology.

Running Glossary. \

You'll find a running glos

HIGHWAY 1

HIGHWAY 2

culture without placing undue emphasis on one of its  the field unr
parts at the expense of another, Only by discovering how  strange culture
all cultural institutions—social, political, economic, reli-
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Association of American Anthropologists

Indiana University Anthropology Department

the “mysteries” of what is, at first, a

So basic is ethnographic ficldwork to ethnology that

cultural values of Europeans were labeled as “savage™ or
“barbarian.” It was not until the mid-18th century that a
significant number of Europeans considered the behav-
ior of such people to be at a ant to an understand-
ing of themselves. This growing interest in human
diversity, coming at a time when there were increasing
efforts to explain things in terms of natural laws, cast
doubs on the traditional explanations based on authori-
tative texts such as the Torah, Bible, or Koran

Although anthropology originated within the histori-
cal context of European culture, it has long since gone
global. Today, it is an exciting, trans-national discipline
whose practitioners are drawn from diverse societics all
across the globe. Even societies that have long been stud-
ied by European and North American anthropologi
several African and Native American societies, for ex-
ample—have produced anthropologists who continue to
make their mark on the discipline. Their distinet per-
spectives help shed new light not only on their own cul-
tures, but also on those of others (including Western
socictics)

Anthropology and the Other Sciences

ChapTer 1 7

ANTHROPOLOBY AND THE OTHER
SCIENCES

It would be incorrect to conclude from the foregoing that
serious attempts were never made to analyze human di-
versity before the 18th century. Anthropologists are ot
the only scholars who study peaple. In this respect they
share their objectives with the other social and natural

the British anthropologist C. G. Seligman once asserted.
“Field research in anthropology is what the blood of the
‘martyrs is to the church.”* Something of its flavor is con-
veyed by the experience of Luis Vivanco, a young an-
thropologist working in the field for the first tme. In
particular, the following Original Study illustrates the im-
possibility of going into the field free of all naiveté, the
importance of “the unexpected” in the field, how such
events lead 10 new understanding, and the importance of
freeing oneself from the assumptions and biases of one's
own culture

* Lewis, 1. M, (1976), Sacial anthropolugy in perspretive (g
mendsworth, Eng. Penguin

opology. thaf the varous parts of culture must be viewed
their inrerconnections and inferdependence. =
krapher works who help interprer what she or he sees tak-

scientists. Anthropologists do not think of their findin,
¢ of

in isolation from th
ciologists. or biolog
butions these othel
common goal of ung
offer their own find

ciplines. Anthropold

know as much abof
anatomists, or as m
psychologists. As |
prepared than any o
how these relate t
human societi
of human ideas and

ey terms very helpful

for studying purposes. These terms are also listed in
the book'’s glossary, a new feature for this edition.

—
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Anthropologe

hrapologist who Studied the migrant fabor
n before mowng on 1o high agministra-
Unversity f Cape Town and the
Workd Bank

to any single social or biological aspect, anthropologists
can acquire an especially broad and inclusive overview
mplex biological and cultural organism that is
the human being.

THE DISCIPLINE OF ANTHROPOLOGY

Anthropology is traditionally divided o four fields
physical anthropology and the three branches of |1n|n|l

ey, linguistic
cthnology. Physical anthropology is concerned prima-
rily with humans as biological organisms, while cultural
anthropology deals with humans as a culture-making

species. Both, of course, are closely related; we cannot
understand what people think and do unless we know how
people are made. And we want to know how biology does
and does not influence culture, as well as how culture af-
flcts biology

Physical Anthropology

Physical anthropology, also called biological anthropol-
ogy, focuses on humans as biological organisms, and
of its many inferests is human evolution. Whatever di
tinctions people may claim for themselves, they are mam-
mals—specifically primates—and. as such, they share a
common ancestry with other primates, most specifically
apes and monkeys. Through analysis of fossils and ob-
servation of living primates, physical anthropologists try
10 reconstruct the ancestry of the human species in order
10 understand how, when, and why we became the kind
of animal we are today.

Another major specialty of physical snthropology is
the study of present-day human variation. Although we
are all members of a single species, we differ from each
other in many obvious and not so obvious ways. We dif-
fer not only in such visible traits as the color of aur skins
or the shape of our noses, but also in such biochemical
factors as our blood types and our susceptibility to cer-
tain diseases. The physical anthropologist applics all the
techniques of modern molecular biology to achieve fuller
understanding of human variation and the ways in which
it relates to the different environments in which people
have

Cultural Anthropolegy

Because the capacity for culture is rooted in our biolog-
natures, the work of the physical anthropologist
provides a necessary background for the cultural anthro-
pologist. In order to understand the work of the cultural
anthropologist, we must clarify what we mean when we
refer 10 culture. The subject will be taken up in more de-
in Chapter 2, but for our purposes here, we may think
of culfure s the oNien tnconscious standards by which
societies—structured groups of people—operate. These
sndards are socially lcarned rather than acquired
through biological inheritance. Since they determine, or

Physical anthropology. The systemaric study of humnans os biologicol organsms. = Culturel anthropology.  The

branch of anthropology thar focuses on human behavior




Figures, Photos, and Maps.

The liberal use of these chapter elements assists you by giving a visual explanation of important information. The
locator maps help you see where in the world the chapter's content is taking place.
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o GROLps: SoLyine THE Pre

It s now recognized that in all societies, the kin of both
mather and father are important components of the social
structure, Just because descent may be reckoned parr
cally, for exomple, does not mean that matrilineal refatives
are necessarily unimportant. It simply means that, for pur
poses of group membership. the mother's relatives are ex-
cluded. Similarly, under matrilineal descent, the father’s
relatives are excluded for purposes of group membership.
By way of example, we 2 10 the two pre-
ceding chapters how important pateral relatives are
among the matrilineal Trobriand Istanders. Although chil-
dren belong 10 their mother’s descent groups, fathers play
an important role in nurturing and building them up. Upon
marriage, the bride’s and groom’s paternal refatives con-
tribute to the exchange of gifts, and, throughout life. 3 man
may expect his paternal kin to help him improve his eco-
nomic and political position in socicty, Eventually, sons
may expect 1o inherit personal property from their fathers.

PATRILINEAL DESCENT AND

IRGANIZATION

Patrilineal descent (sometimes called agnatic or male de-
seent) is the more widespread of the two systems of uni-
lineal descent. The male members of a patrilineal descent
group trace through other males their descent from a com-
mon ancestor (Figure 10.1). Brothers and sisters belong
to the descent group of their father's father, their father,
their father's siblings. and their father’s brother's children

0L OF COBMAATION

A man’s son and daughter also trace their descent back
through the male line to their commaon ancestor. In the
typical patrilineal group, authority over the children rests
with the father or his elder brother. A woman belongs to
the same descent group as her father and his brothers, but
her children cannot trace their descent through them. A
person’s paternal aunt’s children, for example, trace their
descent through the patrilineal group of her husband.

TRADITIONAL CHINA: A PATRILINEAL
SOCIETY
Until the communist takeover in 1949, rural Chinese soci-
ety was strongly patrilineal. Since then. considerable
changes have occurred, although vestiges of the old system
persist to varying degrees in different regions. Traditionally.
asic unit for cconomic cooperation was the large ex-
tended family, typically including aged parents, and their
sans, their sons’ wives and their sons’ children'. Residence,
therefore, was patrilocal, as defined in Chapter 9. As in most
patrilocal socicties, children grew up in a household dom
nated by their father and his male relatives. The father was
a source of discipline from whom 1 child would maintain a
respeetful social distance. Ofien, the father's brother and his
sons were members of the same household. Thus., one’s pa-

 Mast of the following is from Hsiaotung. F (1939). Feasant ife in
Chéna, London: Kegan, Paul, Trench and Truber

ternal uncle was rather like a second father and was trea
with abedience and respect, while his sons were like ones
brothers. Accordingly, the kinship term applicd to one’s awn
father was extended 1o the father’s brother, as the term far
a brother was extended to the father’s brother’s sons. When
families became too large and unwieldy, as frequently hap-
pened. one o more sons would move elsewhere to establish
separate houscholds; when a son did so, however, the tie to
the household in which he was bom remained strong.

Important though family membership was for each
individual, it was the fsu that was regarded as the primary
social unit. Each su consisted of men who traced their
ancesiry back through the male line to a common ances-
tor, usually within about five gencrations. Although a
woman belonged to her father’s tsu, for all practical pur-
poses she was absorbed by that of her husband. whom
she went to live with after marriage. Nonetheless. mem-
bers of her natal (birth) fsu retained some interest in her
after her departure. Her mother, for example, would as-
sist her in the birth of her children, and her brother or
some other male relative would look affer her interests,
perhaps even intervening if her husband or other mem-
bers of his family treated her badly.

The function of the fsu was to assist its members eco-
nomically and to gather on ceremonial occasions such as
weddings and funerals or to make offerings to the an-
cestors. Recently deceased ancestors, up 10 about three
generations back, were given offerings of food and paper
moncy on the anniversaries of their births and deaths.

Chaprer 10 273

Descent Groups

while more distant ancestors were collectively wor-
shipped five times a year. Each su mamtained its own
shrine for storage of ancestral 1ablets on which the names
of all members were recorded. In addition to its economic
and ritual functions, the sy also functioned as a legal
body. passing judgment on misbehaving members.

Just as familics periodically split up nto new anes,
50 would the Jarger descent groups periodically splinter
along the lines of their main family branches. Causes
included disputes among brothers over management of
land holdings and suspicion of unfair division of profits.
When such separation occurred, a representative of the
new tsu would return periodically to the ancestral temple

ncestors and record recent

in order 1o pay respect to the

| FIGURE 10.1
HOW ASTRILINEAL DESCENT 1S TRAGED, ONLY THE INDIVIDUALS SYMBOLIZED Y. A FILLED-IN
CINCLE O TRIANGLE AW N THI SAM DUSCENT GUOUP AS EGO. Th ABSRVIATION F STANDK goes o the extreme of nficing phyacal 5 v 45 socie,disabilies on women, i the 18ih camtory Chi-
FOR FATHER. 8 POt GROTHER. fT-FOR HUSBATED, S FOR S, M FOR MOTHER, Z FOK i5TER, D FoR nese women had ther feet tightly bound. whi in North America wamen often wers ighty corseted. The
DAUGHTER, AND) I’ FOR WITE: result n both cases was actual physical impairment

In patriineal and other societies that promote the dominance of man over women, this practice sometimes
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Tying It All Together:
End-of-Chapter Material. |

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Toeohontbatun sy, pope bve e o s, and e b b
Know wh they o they came from, and why scen. experienced. and d
e ey o Tndnmunllv sjdendlog.  culege s o bo ueetond
ends provided the answers o these questions. An- Anthropology is unique am
thropology, as it has emerged over e e 200 years,  natural sciences in thal it is con
offers anothee approach 1o answering the questions  lating: explanations of human seription of 4 culture free from personsl and culural
people sk about themselves study of all aspeets of human b | bisses, the anthropologist must (1) exarmine 4 people’s
Anthropology is the study of humankind. In em- in all known socicties. rather th notion of the way their socicty ought 1o function; (2)  change (o adapt to new circumstances, sometimes the
ploying a scientific approach, anthropologisis scck  North American socictics alonc. determine how @ people think they behave; and (3)  unforescen consequences of change are disastrous
SU mmar B it s ekt cive MR of iy byve Bevotod moch atient et i B W o Gty o bekmee. Rt Socily
" both human diversity and those things all humans  non-Western peaples “The ithropologist st alsa be a3 fre as possible of socety must srike a balunce betwoen the sclf
have i common. The nwo branches of an- Anthiropolog the biases oF his or her own culture. Cultura adapis-  interest of individuals and the necds of the group. 11
logy are physical and cultural anthropology. tion has enabled humans, in the course of cvolution, 1o one or the other becomes paramount, the result may
Physical snthropology focuses o humans ax bio- survive and expand in  variety of environments. be cultural breakdown.
logical organisms. n.mcnlm emphasis is given by times, though, what is adaptive in one set of ciroum- Ethnocentrism is the belief that ane’s own ¢t
physical anthropologists 1o tracing the evolutionary ure is superior o all others. To avoid making eth
dvsiopmeot of the b arial und stying i | set of circumatances, or over the long run, nocentric judgments, anthropologists adopt the
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PURPOSE OF THE BOOK

Cultural Anthroplogy is designed for introductory an-
thropology courses at the college level. The text deals pri-
marily with cultural anthropology, presenting the key
concepts and terminology of that branch of the discipline,
but also brings in related material on physical anthro-
pology and linguistics. Thorough, current, accurate, and
scholarly in its coverage, the book is nonetheless simply
written and attractively designed to appeal to students.
Thus, they will find that it pleases as it teaches.

Most cultural anthropology instructors have two goals
for their introductory classes: to provide an overview of
principles and processes of cultural anthropology and to
plant a seed of cultural awareness in their students that
will continue to grow and to challenge ethnocentrism
long past the end of the semester. All ten editions of Cul-
tural Anthropology have tried to support and further these
goals. The majority of our students come to class in-
trigued with anthropology but with little more than a
vague sense of what it is all about.

The first and most obvious aim of the text, therefore,
is to give students a comprehensive introduction to cul-
tural anthropology. Because the text draws from the re-
search and ideas of a number of schools of
anthropological thought, the text exposes students to a
mix of such approaches as evolutionism, historical par-
ticularism, diffusionism, functionalism, French struc-
turalism, structural functionalism, and others. This
inclusiveness reflects my conviction that different ap-
proaches all have important things to say about human
behavior. To restrict oneself to one approach, at the ex-
pense of the others, is to cut oneself off from significant
insights.

If most students have little substantive concept of cul-
tural anthropology, they often have less clear—and po-
tentially more destructive—views of the primacy of their
own culture and its place in the world. A secondary goal
of the text, then, is to persuade our students to understand
the true complexity and breadth of human behavior and
the human condition. Debates in North America and Eu-
rope regarding the “naturalness” of the nuclear family,
the place of nonstandard English dialects in public edu-
cation, and the fixedness of gender roles all greatly ben-

efit from the perspectives gained through cultural an-
thropology. This questioning aspect of cultural anthro-
pology is perhaps the most relevant gift we can pass on
to our students. Indeed, “debunking” is close to the spirit
of cultural anthropology, and questioning the superiority
of North America and Europe is something anthropolo-
gists have always been good at. Cultural Anthropology is,
in this sense, a tool to enable your students to think both
in and out of context.

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOOK
A Unifying Theme

I have often found in my own teaching that introductory
students lack a sense of the bigger picture in their stud-
ies of human beings. The best solution seems to be the
use of a theme that allows students to contextualize each
chapter and part introduction, regardless of the order in
which they are read. Accordingly, each chapter has been
developed as a self-contained unit of study that may be
used in any sequence by the instructor. In earlier editions
of this book, I referred to this common theme as one of
environmental adaptation, although 1 was never very
happy with that phrase. Its principal defect is its impli-
cation of fairly straightforward behavioral responses to
stimuli. Of course, people do not react to an environment
as a given; rather, they react to an environment as they
perceive it, and different groups of people may perceive
the same environment in radically different ways. People
also react to things other than the environment: their own
biological natures, for one, and their beliefs, attitudes,
and the consequences of their behavior, for others. All of
these factors present them with problems, and people
maintain cultures to deal with problems or matters that
concern them. To be sure, their cultures must produce be-
havior that is generally adaptive, or at least not mal-
adaptive, but this is not the same as saying that cultural
practices necessarily arise because they are adaptive in a
particular environment. For most of the discipline’s his-
tory, anthropologists have relied upon print resources to
share information, especially the very linear genre of
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ethnography, occasionally supplemented with photo-
graphs and, in fewer cases, film and analog recordings.
The ethnography in particular reflects our discipline’s
roots in the Western approach to scholarly work.

However, many of the people anthropologists have
studied and worked with have different “literacies” that
they draw upon. Indeed, cultural anthropologists work
with numerous guises of human behavior, ranging from
music to oral narrative, ritual dance, weaving, and spray-
paint graffiti, Anthropology is arguably among the most
naturally “multimedia” of all studies. The tenth edition
of Cultural Anthropology recognizes both the level of
comfort with non-print media of our students as well as
the many potential paths to exploring the techniques,
processes, and findings of cultural anthropology. The art
program, discussed in more detail below, is an important
part of the text’s narrative.

The accompanying videos (discussed with the rest of
the supplements) show culture in motion and bring ac-
tion and life into the circle of ideas. The Web links (also
discussed in more detail below) build skills for analysis
and research, move the content of the text from standard
linear textbook formats, and provide a media database of
print and numerous kinds of non-print resources. Power-
Point slides and overhead transparencies bring the ideas
and art of the text into the classroom. And of course the
suggested readings and bibliography continue to show the
rich library of anthropological texts students can draw
upon. The tenth edition thus allows instructors to draw
upon a broad set of instructional tools to expand their
classrooms. Anthropology has been an archive of human
behavior, and it is important that the discipline show the
richness and diversity of humanity through the appropri-
ate media.

SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE BOOK

The purpose of a textbook is to transmit and register ideas
and information, to induce the readers to see old things
in new ways, and then to ask readers to think about what
they see. A book may be the most elegantly written, most
handsomely designed, most lavishly illustrated text avail-
able on the subject, but if it is not interesting, clear, and
comprehensible to the student, it is valueless as a teach-
ing tool. The trick is not just to present facts and con-
cepts; the trick is to make them memorable.

The readability of the text is enhanced by the writing
style. The book is designed to present even the most diffi-
cult concepts in prose that is clear, straightforward, and easy

for today’s first- and second-year students to understand
without feeling that they are being “spoken down to”.
Where technical terms are necessary, they appear in bold-
faced type, are carefully defined in the text, and defined
again in the running glossary in simple, clear language.

The Selection of Cross-Cultural
Examples

Because much learning is based on analogy, numerous
and engaging examples have been utilized to illustrate,
emphasize, and clarify anthropological concepts. Cross-
cultural perspectives infuse the text, comparing cultural
practices in a great variety of societies, often including
the student’s own. But these examples have been chosen
with the knowledge that while students should be aware
that anthropology has important statements to make about
the student’s own culture and society, the emphasis in
introductory cultural anthropology should be on non-
Western societies and cultures for illustrative purposes.
Why?

It is a fact of life that North Americans share the same
planet with great numbers of people who are not only not
North American but are non-Western as well. Moreover,
North Americans constitute a minority, for they account
for far less than one-quarter of the world’s population. Yet
traditional school curricula in North America emphasize
their own surroundings and backgrounds, saying little
about the rest of the world. More than ever, college stu-
dents need to acquire knowledge about the rest of the
world and its peoples. Such a background gives them the
global perspective they need to better understand their
own culture and society and their place in today’s world.
Anthropology, of all disciplines, has a long-standing com-
mitment to combating ethnocentrism, which gives in-
structors a unique obligation to provide this perspective.

Maps, Photographs, and Other
lllustrations

In this text, numerous four-color photos have been used
to make important anthropological points by catching the
students’ eyes and minds. Many are unusual in the sense
that they are not “standard” anthropological textbook
photographs; each has been chosen because it comple-
ments the text in some distinctive way. And many pho-
tographs are shown in groups to contrast and compare
their messages. In the tenth edition, for instance, Chap-
ter 16 has two photos that compare colonial and modern
violence against indigenous people in Guatemala. The



success of these photographs can be measured in the num-
ber of comments I have received from students and other
instructors over the years about the vividness of particu-
lar selections.

In addition, the line drawings, maps, charts, and
tables were selected especially for their usefulness in
illustrating, emphasizing, or clarifying certain anthropo-
logical concepts and have also proven to be valuable and
memorable teaching aids. Maps in particular have proven
to be a popular aid through each edition of Cultural An-
thropology, and the tenth edition builds on this success.
Many of the marginal locator maps are new or have been
revised.

And we have returned to one feature initially utilized
in the first edition: placing a world map (a Robinson pro-
jection) in the front matter that shows where all of the
cultures mentioned in the text are located.

Original Studies

A special feature of this text is the Original Study that
appears in each chapter. These studies consist of selec-
tions from ethnographies and other original works by
women and men who have done, or are doing, important
anthropology work. Each study, integrated within the flow
of the text, sheds additional light on an important an-
thropological concept or subject area found in the chap-
ter. Their content is not “extraneous” or supplemental.
The Original Studies bring specific concepts to life
through specific examples. And a number of Original
Studies also demonstrate the anthropological tradition of
the case study, albeit in abbreviated form.

The idea behind the Original Studies is to coordinate
the two halves of the human brain, which have different
functions. While the left (dominant) hemisphere is “log-
ical” and processes verbal inputs in a linear manner, the
right hemisphere is “creative” and less impressed with
linear logic. Psychologist James V. McConnell has de-
scribed it as “an analog computer of sorts—a kind of in-
tellectual monitor that not only handles abstractions, but
also organizes and stores material in terms of Gestalts
[that] include the emotional relevance of the experience.”
Logical thinking, as well as creative problem solving, oc-
curs when the two sides of the brain cooperate. The im-
plication for textbook writers is obvious: To be truly
effective, they must reach both sides of the brain. The
Original Studies help to do this by conveying some “feel”
for humans and their behavior and how anthropologists
actually study them. For example, in Chapter 5’s Origi-
nal Study, The Blessed Curse by R. K. Williamson, stu-
dents hear the author describe growing up as an
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“intersexed” person and the reaction she receives from
her EuroAmerican-identified parents and her Cherokee
grandmother. Her state of existence “between” genders
is considered alternately as a blessing and a curse. As
with other Original Studies, the striking nature of her ex-
periences drives the discussion of a host of issues deeply
relevant to students and anthropology.

Gender Coverage

Unlike many introductory texts, the tenth edition of Cul-
tural Anthropology integrates rather than separates gen-
der coverage. Thus, material on gender related issues is
included in every chapter. This approach gives the tenth
edition a very large amount of gender-related material:
the equivalent of three full chapters for the tenth edition.
This much content far exceeds the single chapter most
introductory textbooks contain.

Why is the gender-related material integrated? Cul-
tural anthropology is itself an integrative discipline; con-
cepts and issues surrounding gender are almost always
too complicated to remove from their context. Moreover,
spreading this material through all of the chapters em-
phasizes how considerations of gender enter into virtu-
ally everything people do. Much of the new content for
the tenth edition (listed below) relates to gender in some
way. These changes generally fall into at least one of three
categories: changes in thinking about gender within the
discipline, examples that have important ramifications on
gender in a particular society or culture, and cross-
cultural implications about gender and gender relations.
Examples of new material range from expanded discus-
sion of homosexual identity and same-sex marriage to
current thinking on the role of females in ape societies
and recent news in regard to female genital mutilation.
Through a steady drumbeat of such coverage, the tenth
edition avoids “ghettoizing” gender to a single chapter
that is preceded and followed by resounding silence.

Previews and Summaries

An old and effective pedagogical technique is repetition:
“Tell ’em what you’re going to tell ’em, tell ’em, and then
tell em what you’ve told ’em.” To do this, each chapter
begins with preview questions that set up a framework
for studying the contents of the chapter. At the end of the
chapter is a summary containing the kernels of the more
important ideas presented in the chapter. The summaries
provide handy reviews for students without being so long
and detailed as to seduce students into thinking they can
get by without reading the chapter itself.
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Web Links

The Internet has proven to be an increasingly important
means of communication and will no doubt continue to
grow in relevance and complexity. The tenth edition
draws upon the World Wide Web both as an instructional
tool and as a new set of examples of culture and cultural
change. Every chapter contains Cyber Road Trips that re-
fer the student and instructor to additional Internet con-
tent relevant to the chapter.

Suggested Readings and Bibliography

Each chapter also includes a list of classic readings that
will supply the inquisitive student with further informa-
tion about specific anthropological points that may be of
interest. The books suggested are oriented toward the gen-
eral reader and toward the interested student who wishes
to explore further the more technical aspects of the sub-
ject. In addition, the bibliography at the end of the book
contains a listing of more than 500 books, monographs,
and articles from scholarly journals and popular maga-
zines on virtually every topic covered in the text that a
student might wish to investigate further.

Glossary

The running glossary is designed to catch the students’
eyes as they read, reinforcing the meaning of each newly
introduced term. It is also useful for chapter review, as
the student may readily isolate those terms introduced in
others. The glossary defines each term in clear, under-
standable language. As a result, less class time is required
going over terms, leaving instructors free to pursue mat-
ters of greater importance. There is also a comprehensive
new glossary at the end of the text for easy reference.

Length

Gareful consideration has been given to the length of this
book. On the one hand, it had to be of sufficient length
to avoid superficiality or misrepresentation of the disci-
pline by ignoring or otherwise slighting some important
aspect of cultural anthropology. On the other hand, it
could not be so long as to present more material than can
be reasonably dealt with in the space of a single semes-
ter, or to be prohibitively expensive. Although the text is
20 to 25 percent shorter than typical introductory texts

in the sister disciplines of economics, psychology, and
sociology, it is of sufficient length to provide a substan-
tively sound overview of a field that has no less to offer
than do these other fields.

The Tenth Edition

Every chapter in the tenth edition has been thoroughly
updated, considered, and fine tuned. For example, in
Chapter 2, some of the definitions have been revised and
discussions of race, racism, Malinowski’s field work and
the cultural definition of age are slightly expanded, and
a short statement of anthropology as an historical science
has been added to the Biobox on Radcliffe-Brown.
Chapters with major changes include:

CHAPTER 1

New discussion of relevance of anthropology illustrated
with discussion of racism in the United States, the issue
of same-sex marriage, the common confusion of nation
with state, and revised discussion of ethics illustrated by
the author’s work.

CHAPTER 3
Section on primate behavior rewritten to include new ma-
terial on bonobos.

New discussion of changing concepts of normality and
abnormality in the United States.

CHAPTER 6

New material on relation of ritual to agriculture in Bali
and revised discussion of birth control among food for-
agers.

¢

CHAPTER 7

New examples of cross-cultural misunderstandings in
business.

Expanded material on primate sexuality in general and
human sexuality in particular, new material on both
polygyny and same-sex marriage in the United States,
discussion of the relation between rising divorce rates and
rising life expectancy in the United States.



CHAPTER 10

New conclusion raises the issue of reproductive tech-
nologies and their effects on kinship.

CHAPTER 11

New discussion of lowered participation in traditional
common interest associations and rise of “virtual” asso-
ciations via cyberspace.

CHAPTER 13

A revised discussion of shamanism and its origins in
trance experience.

In addition, three of the sixteen Original Studies are
new to the tenth edition:

CHAPTER 1

Encountering Environmentalism in Rural Costa Rica, by
Luis Vivanco (2000)

CHAPTER 9

The Ever Changing Family in North America, by Linda
Stone (1998)

CHAPTER 11

Digital Revolution: Indigenous Peoples in Cyberia, by
Harald E. L. Prins (2000).

Moreover, four Anthropology Applied boxes are new.
These include The Practical Importance of Evolution
(Chapter 3), Agricultural Development and the Anthro-
pologist (Chapter 6), Anthropology and the World of
Business, with a section by Dureen Hughes (Chapter 7),
and Development Anthropology and Dams (Chapter 15).
In addition, the Anthropology Applied boxes for Chap-
ters 1, 10, and 12 have been updated and revised.

SUPPLEMENTS TO THE TEXT

In keeping with the tenth edition’s recognition that the
use of many messages requires many media, the selec-
tion of ancillaries accompanying Cultural Anthropology
should meet most instructors’ needs.

Print Supplements

A separate Study Guide, prepared by Malvin (Tony) Mi-
randa of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, is provided
to aid comprehension of the textbook material. Each
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chapter begins with concise learning objectives, then of-
fers chapter exercises, review questions, and a glossary
review to help students achieve these objectives. This sup-
plement also includes hints on reading anthropology texts
and studying for tests.

An Instructor’s Manual, prepared by Harald Prins of
Kansas State University and Bunny McBride, offers
teaching objectives and lecture and class activity sug-
gestions that correspond to each chapter of the textbook.
An extensive Test Bank, also prepared by Tony Miranda,
available in both printed and computerized forms, offers
more than 1,200 multiple choice and true/false questions.
A transparency masters package with full color acetates
based on figures in the book is available, and PowerPoint
slides for viewing and downloading can be found on the
companion Web site.

Video Supplements

We have hundreds of timely, thoughtful videos available
from Films for the Humanities and Sciences®. A few in-
clude Desmond Morris’ The Human Animal six tape se-
ries; The Native Americans; Ancient China: Margaret
Mead: Coming of Age; and The Talking Skull: Forensic
Anthropology. Your local sales representative can provide
more information.

In addition, Faces of Culture, prepared by Coast Tele-
courses in Fountain Valley, California, through the Coast
Community College District, has been an important part
of Cultural Anthropology since 1983. Most of the twenty-
six half-hour programs focus on key anthropological con-
cepts, while several episodes are devoted to presenting
rich ethnographic detail on specific cultures. These videos
are available for stand-alone use or in the context of a tel-
ecourse. A Telecourse Study Guide is also available.

Online Supplements

Perhaps the most striking addition to the many supple-
ments for the tenth edition is the online component. This
book has a discipline-specific site that provides general
anthropology resources. Another supplement is the book-
specific Web site that provides students and instructors
with resources written specifically for the tenth edition of
Haviland. Please visit http://www.harcourtcollege.com/
anthro/ for general anthropology Web resources and
http://www.harcourtcollege.com/anthro/haviland for book-
specific resources. Some of the features of the two sites
include:
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QUIZZING AND TESTING
Located on the book-specific site, student self-assess-
ment supplies reinforcement on important concepts.

NEW AUDIO PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Located on the book-specific site, visitors can hear how
to pronounce the names of various peoples.

ANTHROPOLOGY IN THE NEWS

Located in the Anthropology discipline site, this section
provides current news articles related to various fields of
anthropology. News stories are divided by topics so vis-
itors can easily choose news stories that interest them.
This area is updated frequently by David Carlson of Texas
A&M University.

ANTHROPOLOGY IN ACTION

Located in the Anthropology discipline site, this section
is dedicated to bringing the user valued online resources
that illustrate practical applications in anthropology.
Specifically, career and internship listings can be found
here.

MEDIA DATABASE

Located in the Anthropology discipline site, the media
database has a substantial body of references—docu-
mentaries, popular films, ethnographic films, URLSs, list-
serv addresses, CD-ROMs, and books and journals—that
provide additional resources for the student and instruc-
tor, arranged by topic.

DOWNLOADABLE SUPPLEMENTS

Located on the book-specific site, instructors can down-
load the Instructor’s Manual as well as the PowerPoint
slide shows.

CD-ROM Suppliements

The Yanomamo Interactive: The Ax Fight CD-ROM has
set an award-winning standard in the use of nonprint me-
dia in the cultural anthropology classroom. The CD-ROM
begins with complete digital QuickTime footage of
Chagnon and Asch’s classic ethnographic film The Ax
Fight used by numerous instructors. And as a di gital film,
the viewer can fast forward, reverse, and skip around at
will. Moreover, the film itself is extensively supple-
mented with transcripts, supporting maps, genealogical
tables, photos, up-to-date biographies of individuals
shown in the film, post-film still photos, and important
historical and contemporary analyses of the film and its
events. Even individuals important to the events in the
film but not included in the actual footage are included
in the resource material.

How would the Yanomamo Interactive CD-ROM as-
sist in the introductory classroom? Like many of the best
case studies, Yanomamo Interactive contains layers of
meaning, interrelating such factors as kinship and kinship
charts, the role of the ethnographer, and violence and con-
flict. But the digital nature of the medium provides a new
way of exploring these relationships. All of the data on
Yanomamo Interactive is cross-referenced and hyper-
linked, allowing the student or instructor to create wholly
original texts and analyses of the film and its corollary
parts. For instance, an explanation of the kinship dynam-
ics underlying the conflict between two men can move
from the genealogical chart to the biography of each in-
dividual and then to a listing of each of the men’s “scenes”
in the film. The viewer could then go directly to all of
these scenes to watch these men in action. And unlike a
traditional case study, such nonlinear paths through the
CD-ROM mean that the event in the film—and the film
itself—are open to interpretations that would be difficult
or impossible to achieve in a nondigital medium.
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PUTTING THE WORLD IN PERSP

lthough all humans that we know about are capable of producing accurate

sketches of localities and regions with which they are familiar, CARTOG-
RAPHY (the craft of mapmaking as we know it today) had its beginnings in 13th
century Europe, and its subsequent development is related to the expansion of
Europeans to all parts of the globe. From the beginning, there have been two
problems with maps: the technical one of how to depict on a two-dimensional,
flat surface a three-dimensional spherical object, and the cultural one of whose
worldview they reflect. In fact, the two issues are inseparable, for the particular
projection one uses inevitably makes a statement about how one views one’s own

people and their place in the world. Indeed, maps often shape our perception of

reality as much as they reflect it.

In cartography, a PROJECTION refers to the system
of intersecting lines (of longitude and latitude) by which
part or all of the globe is represented on a flat surface.
There are more than 100 different projections in use to-
day, ranging from polar perspectives to interrupted “but-
terflies” to rectangles to heart shapes. Each projection
causes distortion in size, shape, or distance in some way
or another. A map that shows the shape of land masses
correctly will of necessity misrepresent the size. A map
that is accurate along the equator will be deceptive at
the poles.

Perhaps no projection has had more influence on the
way we see the world than that of Gerhardus Mercator,
who devised his map in 1569 as a navigational aid for
mariners. So well suited was Mercator’s map for this pur-
pose that it continues to be used for navigational charts
today. At the same time, the Mercator projection became
a standard for depicting land masses, something for
which it was never intended. Although an accurate nav-
igational tool, the Mercator projection greatly exagger-
ates the size of land masses in higher latitudes, giving
about two-thirds of the map’s surface to the northern
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hemisphere. Thus, the lands occupied by Europeans and
European descendants appear far larger than those of
other people. For example, North America (19 million
square kilometers) appears almost twice the size of
Africa (30 million square kilometers), while Europe is
shown as equal in size to South America, which actually
has nearly twice the land mass of Europe.

A map developed in 1805 by Karl B. Mollweide was
one of the earlier equal-area projections of the world.
Equal-area projections portray land masses in correct rel-
ative size, but, as a result, distort the shape of continents
more than other projections. They most often compress
and warp lands in the higher latitudes and vertically
stretch land masses close to the equator. Other equal-area
projections include the Lambert Cylindrical Equal-Area
Projection (1772), the Hammer Equal-Area Projection
(1892), and the Eckert Equal-Area Projection (1906).

The Van der Grinten Projection (1904) was a com-
promise aimed at minimizing both the distortions of size
in the Mercator and the distortion of shape in equal-area
maps such as the Mollweide. Allthough an improvement,
the lands of the northern hemisphere are still emphasized



