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June 14, 1963

The Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union

Dear Comrades,

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
has studied the letter of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union of March 30, 1963.

All who have the unity of the socialist camp and the inter-
national communist movement at heart are deeply concerned
about the talks between the Chinese and Soviet Parties
and hope that our talks will help to eliminate differences,
strengthen unity and create favourable conditions for conven-
ing a meeting of representatives of all the Communist and
Workers’ Parties.

It is the common and sacred duty of the Communist and
Workers’ Parties of all countries to uphold and strengthen the
unity of the international communist movement. The Chinese
and Soviet Parties bear a heavier responsibility for the unity
of the entire socialist camp and international communist
movement and should of course make commensurately greater
efforts.

A number of major differences of principle now exist in
the international communist movement. But however serious
these differences, we should exercise sufficient patience and
find ways to eliminate them so that we can unite our forces
and strengthen the struggle against our common enemy.

It is with this sincere desire that the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China approaches the forthcoming
talks between the Chinese and Soviet Parties.

In its letter of March 30, the Central Committee of the
CPSU systematically presents its views on questions that need
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to be discussed in the talks between the Chinese and Soviet
Parties, and in particular raises the question of the general
line of the international communist movement. In this letter
we too would like to express our views, which constitute our
proposal on the general line of the inmternational communist
movement and on some related questions of principle.

We hope that this exposition of views will be conducive to
mutual understanding by our two Parties and to a detailed,
point-by-point discussion in the talks.

We also hope that this will be conducive to the understand-
ing of our views by the fraternal Parties and to a full ex-
change of ideas at an international meeting of fraternal
Parties.

1. The general line of the international -communist move-
ment must take as its guiding principle the Marxist-Leninist
revolutionary theory concerning the historical mission of the
proletariat and must not depart from it.

The Moscow Meetings of 1957 and 1960 adopted the Dec-
laration and the Statement respectively after a full exchange
of views and in accordance with the principle of reaching
unanimity through consultation. The two documents point
out the characteristics of our epoch and the common laws of
socialist revolution and socialist construction, and lay down
the common line of all the Communist and Workers’® Parties.
They are the common programme of the international com-
munist movement,

It is true that for several years there have been differences
within the international communist movement in the under-
standing of, and the attitude towards, the Declaration of 1957
and the Statement of 1960. The central issue here is whether
or not to accept the revolutionary principles of the Declara-
tion and the Statement. In the last analysis, it is a question
of whether or not to accept the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism, whether or not to recognize the universal signif-
icance of the road of the October Revolution, whether or not
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to accept the fact that the people still living under the im-
perialist and capitalist system, who comprise two-thirds of the
world’s population, need to make revolution, and whether or
not to accept the fact that the people already on the socialist
road, who comprise one-third of the world’s population, need
to carry their revolution forward to the end.

It has become an urgent and vital task of the international
communist movement resolutely to defend the revolutionary
principles of the 1957 Declaration and the 1960 Statement.

Only by strictly following the revolutionary teachings of
Marxism-Leninism and the general road of the October Rev-
olution is it possible to have a correct understanding of the
revolutionary principles of the Declaration and the Statement
and a correct attitude towards them.

2. What are the revolutionary principles of the Declara-
tion and the Statement? They may be summarized as follows:

Workers of all countries, unite; workers of the world,
unite with the oppressed peoples and oppressed nations;
oppose imperialism and reaction in all countries; strive for
world peace, national liberation, people’s democracy and so-
cialism; consolidate and expand the socialist camp; bring the

. proletarian world revolution step by step to complete
victory; and establish a new world without imperialism,
without capitalism and without the exploitation of man
by man.

This, in our view, is the general line of the international
communist movement at the present stage.

3. This general line proceeds from the actual world situa-
tion taken as a whole and from a class analysis of the funda-
mental contradictions in the contemporary world, and is
directed against the counter-revolutionary global strategy of
U.S. imperialism. '

This general line is one of forming a broad united front,
with the socialist camp and the international proletariat as its
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nucleus, to oppose the imperialists and reactionaries -headed
by the United States; it is a line of boldly arousing the masses,
expanding the revolutionary forces, winning over the middle
forces and isolating the reactionary forces.

This general line is one of resolute revolutionary struggle
by the people of all countries and of carrying the proletarian
world revolution forward to the end; it is the line that most
effectively combats imperialism and defends world peace.

If the general line of the international communist move-
ment is one-sidedly reduced to “peaceful coexistence”, “peace-
- ful competition” and ‘“peaceful transition”, this is to violate
the revolutionary principles of the 1957 Declaration and the
1960 Statement, to discard the historical mission of proletarian
world revolution, and to depart from the revolutionary teach-
ings of Marxism-Leninism. : .

The general line of the international communist movement
should reflect the general law of development of world his-
tory. . The revolutionary struggles of the proletariat and the
people in various countries go through different stages and
they all have their own characteristics, but they will not tran-
scend the general law of development of world history. The
general line should point out the basic direction for the rev-
olutionary struggles of the proletariat and people of all coun-
tries.

While working out its specific line and policies, it is most
important for each Communist or Workers’ Party to adhere to
the principle of integrating the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete practice of revolution and con-
struction in its own country.

4. In defining the general line of the international com-
munist movement, the starting point is the concrete class
analysis of world politics and economics as a whole and of
actual world conditions, that is to say, of the fundamental
contradictions in the contemporary world.
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If one avoids a concrete class analysis, seizes at random on
certain superficial phenomena, and draws subjective and
groundless conclusions, one cannot possibly reach correct con-
clusions with regard to the general line of the international
communist movement but will inevitably slide on to a track
entirely different from that of Marxism-Leninism.

What are the fundamental contradictions in the contempo-
rary world? Marxist-Leninists consistently hold that they are:

the contradiction between the socialist camp and the im-
perialist camp;

the contradiction between the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie in the capitalist countries;

the contradiction between the oppressed nations and im-
perialism; and

the contradictions among imperialist countries and among
monopoly capitalist groups.

The contradiction between the socialist camp and the im-
perialist camp i§ a contradiction between two fundamentally
different social systems, socialism and capitalism. It is un-
doubtedly very sharp. But Marxist-Leninists must not regard
the contradictions in the world as consisting solely and simply
of the contradiction between the socialist camp and the im-
perialist camp.

The international balance of forces has changed and has
become increasingly favourable to socialism and to all the op-
pressed peoples and nations of the world, and most unfavour-
able to imperialism and the reactionaries. of all countries.
Nevertheless, the contradictions enumerated above still objec-
tively exist.

These contradictions and the struggles to which they give
rise are interrelated and influence each other. Nobody can
obliterate any of these fundamental contradictions or subjec-
tively substitute one for all the rest.

It is inevitable that these contradictions will give rise to
popular revolutions, which alone can resolve them.
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5. The following erroneous views should be repudiated on
the question of the fundamental contradictions in the con-
temporary world:

a. the view which blots out the class content of the con-
tradiction between the socialist and the imperialist camps
and fails to see this contradiction as one between states
under the dictatorship of the proletariat and states under
the dictatorship of the monopoly capitalists;

b. the view which recognizes only the contradiction be-
tween the socialist and the imperialist camps, while neglect-
ing or underestimating the contradictions between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie in the capitalist world, between
the oppressed nations and imperialism, among the imperial-
ist countries and amang the monopoly capitalist groups, and
the struggles to which these contradictions give rise;

c. the view which maintains with regard to the capitalist
world that the contradiction between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie can be resolved without a proletarian rev-
olution in each country and that the contradiction between
the oppressed nations and imperialism can be resolved with-
out revolution by the oppressed nations;

d. the view which denies that the development of the
inherent contradictions in the contemporary capitalist world
inevitably leads to a new situation in which the imperialist
countries are locked in an intense struggle, and asserts that
the contradictions among the imperialist countries can be
reconciled, or even eliminated, by “international agreements
among the big monopolies”; and

e. the view which maintains that the contradiction be-
tween the two world systems of socialism and capitalism
will automatically disappear in the course of “economic
competition”, that the other fundamental world contradic-
tions will automatically do so with the disappearance of the
contradiction between the two systems, and that a “world
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