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Thls book isa condensed verslon of Raget's II: Thc New
Thesaurus, which is published by Houghton Mifflin Company. .
All the essential information contained in that work. appears
here in a new. format. This book has been edited and designed
to be as clear, accurate, and easy to use as the ongmal hard
cover book. . .



I.ntfoduCtion

Roget’s 1I: The New Thesaurus tepresents a significant

change from a traditional thesaurus, which groups words by
-association rather than by meaning. Roger's II is a
thesaurus—a * ‘treasury™—of synonyms. -

"The conéept of synoriymy is a difficult and’ complex one. In
Roger s 1T words are listed as synonyms if they are closely
equivalent in meaning even if they are not fully interchange-
able in all contexts. Every entry is given a definition that is
accurate for each word listed as a synonym for that entry.
Many words have more than one definition, and separate lists
of synonyms are given for each sense.

The simple and clear organization of Roget's II will help the
user quickly and easily find a word expressing a particular
meaning that is appropriate for the context. Roget's II: The
New Thesaurus will serve its users well in selecting the right
words to express thoughts precisely and to add color and vari-
ety to expression.



How to Use This Book

Types of Entry

Roget's II consists essentiaily of an alphabetical list of words
that are identified by part of speech, defined, illustrated by an
example phrase or sentence, and provided with a list of syn-
onyms. These words are called primary entries. The word
gossip is an example of such an entry with two distinct
meanings:

£os8lp  nown
1. ldle.ollen sensational and
talk about others: g tabloid full of
gossip. According to gossip, they

eloped.

Syns: buzz, cry, hearsay, murmur,
report, ramor, suudebul( (Slag).

tattle, mtlc tattle, whisperis

A habi uﬂe
i oot others: Dur Dt s
claimed we were getting a divorce.
Syns: . gossipmonger,
mum! newsmoonger, quidnunc,
TUmorer, FTUMOrMOnRET,
scandalmonger, tabby, taiebearer,
tattle, tattler, tat telltale, yenta
(Slang).

Gossip in the sense “idle talk™ (definition 1) has 11 syn-
onyms. Each of these words is also entered alphabetically in
Roget's 11, but identified only by a part of speech and a cross-
reference (in SMALL CAPITAL LETTERS) to the primary entiy gos-
sip. No definition is given because each synonym has the same
meaning as the primary entry. Such abbreviated entries are
called secondary entries; the word rumor, a synonym of gos-
sip, is an example:

N

UMOr noun GOSSIP.

Sei:ondary entries are no less important than primary en-
tries. A user who needs a word meaning *‘idle talk’” and be-
gins the search with one of the synonyms of gossip can, by
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looking up that synonym, find the primary entry and the other -
ten synonyms. One of these may be more appropriate than the
word first considered.

It often happens that a word appears in synonym lists at
several different primary entries. Cross-references to these
entries are listed alphabetlcally under the secondary entry:

up.d - motoy

L. APPEARANCE.

2. EXPRESSION.

3. Face.

4. LIGHT!

5. PHASE. .
This example shows that the word aspect can be found as a
synonym at appearance, expression, face, light!, and phase,
reﬂectmg the different shades of meaning that aspect can
express. -

Sometimes a secondary entry hsts the same primary entry
as a cross-reference more than once:

allow verd
1. ACKNOWLEDGE.
2, aLLor..
. 3,4, 5. PERMIT.
Thus, at the primary entry permit, the word allow occurs in
the synonym lists for three different senses:

permit  verd ) )

1. To neither. forbid nor. prevent: jurt
permils the children 1o run wild,
Syns: allow, have, leavez, Jet, suffer, -
tolerate. N

2. To give one's consent to: permisted
me to leave the office early.
Syns: allow, authorize, consent, lex
sanction.

3. To afford an opportunity for: a Jab
shat permits me 1o advance.
Syms: admit, allow, let. .

4. ENABRLE.

Because the cross-references at each secondary entry are
listed in alphabetical order, the numbers assigned to them at
the secondary entry (e.g., allow) do not necessarily match the
numbers of the definifions under which they appear at the
pnmary entry (e.g., permit). This arrangement should be kept.
in mind when usmk Roget’s II.

A third kind of entry is called a directional cross-reference.
It directs the user to the entry where more complete informa-

tion is given: :
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ambush verd
‘3. To attack suddenly and without
;lrning: i men who hid in
travelers. . pasing
Syns: ambuscade, bushwhack,
surprise, waylay.
2. LAY FOR at

The second example shows that the synonyms of lay for can
be found at the main entry lay".

In addition to the several kinds of main entries there are also
subentries. The entry lay for, which appears at lay!, is an
example of a subentry. A subentry is listed under a main entry
and not at its own alphabetical place. Most subentries are
either verb phrases such as lay for that are listed under the
simele verb or main entry words used as other parts of speech.
Lay' contains several examples of the first kind:

lay! verd tay for verb

1. To place in a designated setting: The  Informal To wait concealed in order to
novel is laid in ltaly. attack (someone): The rhieves threatened
Syn: setr, - to lay for their accomplice if he double-

2, AT, crossed them. .

3. ATTRIBUTE. Syns: ambuscad bush. —/di

4, PET. lay wait for, lie in wait for.

8. DRAFT. layin verb save.

6. GAMBLE. fay into  verdb BEAT.

7. PRESENTZ. lay low verb HOLE UP at hole.

8. 9. sE1. lay oft verd

fay aside verb SAVE 1. ABANDON.

lay sway verd 2. sTOP.

1. BANKL. lay open verb REVEAL

2. BURY. lay out verd

3. 5AVE. 1. ARRANGE.

layby verb save 2. DESIGN.

lay down  verd 3. rLOT.

1. BET. 4. SPEND.

2. DEPOSIT. lay over verb DEFER!

3. DICTATE. layup verd

4. RELINQUISH. 1. HOARD.

2. STOCKPILE.

The verb import is an example of the second kind:

import noun substance, sum total.
1. The general sense or significance, as 2. IMPORTANCE.

of an action, statement, etc.: The 3. MEANING.
import of his words did not register import verd
* until much later. 1. COUNT.

$yns: amount, burden, drift, purport, 2. MEAN!,
substance. —/dioms sum and
The two kinds of subentry can be combined. In such cases
verb phrases immediately follow the simple verb and precede
subentriés that are not verbs; strict alphabetical order is there-
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fore not observed for the entry as a whole. The verb phrases -
themselves, however, are in alphabetical order:

hold verd hold down  verb
1. To have and maintain in one’s 1. REPRESS. .
possession: holds a controlling 2. RESTRAIN.
interest in the company hold in verb RESTRAIN.
Syns: hold back, keep, keep back, hold off verb
reserve, retain, withhold. 1. DEFER!.
2. To maintain restraining control and 2, REFRAIN.
possession of: holding a material hold out verb ENDURE.
witness in protective custody. hold up verb
Syns: detain, hold up. 1. BEAR UP at bear.
3. ACCOMMODATE. 2. DEFERL.
4. ASSERT. 3. DELAY.
5. BELIEVE. 4. HoLD.
6. COMMAND. 5. roB.
7. CONTAIN. 6. SKIN
B. EMBRACE. 7. WASH.
9. ENJOY. hold noun
10. FEEL. 1. An act or means of holdin,
11. Grip. something: Keep a firm hafi on your
12, 13. HAVE. purse.
14. SUPPORT. Syns: clasp, clench, clutch, grapple,
hold back verh grasp. grip.
1. HINDER 2. A strong or powerful influence: had a
2. BoLD. real hold on my emotions.
3. RE-PRESS Syn: gnip.
4. RESTRAIN N

Many verb phrases have derived nouns, adjectives, or ad-
verbs that are spelled as one word or hyphenated: giveaway
from give away: boldup from hold up: layout from lay out; and
make-up from maKe up. Unlike verb phrases, the derived
words are found at their correct alphabetical places as main
entrics. Holdup, for example, comes between holding(s) and
hole, and not as a subentry at hold.

idioms

At many primary entries a list of idioms appears after the
synonym list. An idiom is a phrase, often metaphorical in
nature, that has a meaning equivalent to that of the main entry
word. For example, break bread is an idiom meaning "‘eat,’”’
and it occurs after the list of synonyms at eat. Idioms are only
included at the primary entries and do not appear as second-
ary entries at their own alphabetical places.

Variants

Some words have two or mcre spellings, which are called
variants. All variant spellings of a word are given at the main
entry and in the synonym lists. Some variants occur with

.



equal frequency, and in Roge!’s II they are joined by or:
down-at-heel or down-at-the-heel

Some variants occur less frequently than the principal spell-
ing, and these are introduced by afso:

abeyance also abeyancy noun

Some words have more than one variant:

naive also nalve, naif, nalf adjective

Each variant spelling is eatered at its own alphabetical place
with a directional cross-reference to the principal spelling.
unless the variant would be immediately adjacent to the main
entry. Thus abeyancy is not & main entry because it would
immediately follow abeyance. Amok, however, is separately
entered, since it occurs several entries away from amuck.
which is the principal spelling of the word.
Variant wordings for idioms appear in parentheses:

2. To come to the ground suddenly
and involuntarily: I stumbled and

Sell.

Syns: drop. go down, pitch, plunge,
spill, sprawli, topple, tumble.

- —ldiom take a fall {or header or
plunge or spill or tumble )

Homographs
A homograph is a word that is spelled the same as another
wor_d but differs in origin, meaning, and sometimes pronun-
ciation. In Roget’s Il homographs are treated as distinct
words, entered separately, and distinguished by superscript
' numerals: .

bound! verb BOUNCE.

bound ncun

1, 2. BOUNCE.

bound? verd

1. ADIOIN.

2. BORDER.

3. DETERMINE.
bound® adjective OBLIGED.

Cross-references to primary entries are identified by su-
perscript numerals where necessary:

crumple verb
1. BEND.
2. WRINKLE'.
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Labels

Even though two words may be synonymous, they may not be
equally appropriate in all contexts. Roget's II identifies words
of restricted application with labels of various kinds. Words
may be limited to a particular field (Law, Chem.), to a dialect
(Regional, Brit,), or to a level of style or usage (Informal,
Poetic, Slang); they may have limited occurrence (Rare) or
not be a living part of Modern English (Archaic). Expressions
from languages besides English are labeled with the appropri-
ate language name (French, Latin).

" In addition to the special labels mentioned above, every
main entry is identified by its part of speech: noun, verb,
adjective, adverb, pronoun, interjection, preposition, and
conjunction. A list of all abbreviations used in Roget’s Il is
given on the following page.
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Abbreviations

Anat.
Archit.
Austral.
Biol.
Bot.
Brit.
Can.
Chem.
Eccles.
Econ.
Ed.
Eng.
esp.
Geol.
Geom.
Gk.
Hist.
Ir.
Jour.
Ling.
Med.
Mil.

. Motion Pic. & T.V.

Mus.
Myth.
Naut.
New Zeal.
Obs.

Path.
Phon.
Physiol.
Print.
Psychoanal.
Psychol.
Rhet.
Rom.
Scor.

usu.

Vet. Med.
Zool.

Anatomy
Architecture
Australian
Biology
Botany
British
Canadian
Chemistry
Ecclesiastical
Economics
Education
English
especially
Geology
Geometry
Greek

_History

Irish
Journalism
Linguistics

. Medicine

Military

Motion Pictures & Television

Music
Mythology
Nautical

New Zealand
Obsolete
Pathology
Phonetics
Physiology
Printing -
Psychoanalysis
Psychology
Rhetoric
Roman
Scottish
usually
Veterinary Medicine
Zoology




A

abeck adverb UNAWAREs.
abandon verd

1. To give up without intending to
return or claim again: abandoned his
wife and children.

Syns: deserty, forsake, leave!, quit,
throw over, walk out on.

2. To cease trying to sccomplish or
continue: abandoned her studies for
lack of funds.

Syns: desist, duoommne. forswear
(also foreswear ), give up, lay ofl -
(Slang), quit, renounce, stop, swear

off (Informal ). —Idioms call it a day,
call it quits, hang up the fiddle, have
done with, throw in the towel.

3. ABDICATE.

4. GIVE OVER at give.

5. RELINQUISH.

asbendon noun

1. A complete surrender of inhibitions:
playing the flute with abandon.

Syns: aband i i

/ ynrestraint, wantonness, wildness.
2. A careless, often reckless disregard

for consequences: rides his motorcycle
with abandvn.

abandoned adjective

1. Having been given up and left alone:
an abandoned house.
Syns: derelict, deserted, destitute
(Ohs.), forlom, forsaken, lorn
(Poetic).

2. Lacking in moral restraint: an
abandoned brute.
Syns: dissolute, incontinent,
licentious, profligate, unbridled,
unconstrained, uncontroiled,
ungoverned, uninhibited,
unrestrained, wanton, wild.

thoughtl

abandonment  noun
1. The act of forsaking: his abandonmem
of his family.
Syn: desertion.
2. ABANDON.
3. ABDICATION.
abase verb HUMBLE.
abash verb EMBARRASS.
abashed adjective EMBARRASSED.
abashment noun EMBARRASSMENT.
abate verd
1. DECREASE.
2. SUBSIDE.
noun -
1. DECREASE.
2. DEDUCTION.
3. WANE.
abbreviate
1. SHORTEN.
2. TRUNCATE.
abdicate verb
To give up a possession, claim, or right:
The queen sbdicated the throne in 1948.
Syns: abandon, cede, demit, hand
over, quitclaim, relinquish, render
(up), renounce, resign, surrender,
waive, yield.
noun
A giving up of a possession, claim, or
right: her abdication of her
responsibilities.
Syns: abandonment, demission,
.quitclaim, renunciation, resignation,
surrender, waiver.
abduct verb KIDNAP.
abecedarian also abecedary noun

verb

AMATEUR.

aberrance or aberrancy . noun .
ABNORMALITY.

aberrant  adjective
1. ABNORMAK.
2. ERRANT.



aberration

Having the ability to perform well: an
able attorney.
$ms: adept, au fait (Md'l')
et il S

abrupt E 2

-
S S T

divuge:n. pm?m.m.n, unnatural, |
ity noun

The condition of being abnormal: an
abnormality in his vision.
Syns: aberrance or aberrancy,
aberrauon, movmnhsm. lnomlly.

pnewrnatunlness
noun HOME.
abolish  verd
1. To put an end to formally and with
authority: The Thirteenth Amendment
abolished

mlbmp&e.anmhhu.mml.
camel.mva&lm,m
lepul.mdnd.ntmda.uﬁlu.vou.
2. ANNIHILATE.
abolishment nown AsoLriIon.
sbolition nown :
An often formal act of putting an end
to: the abolition of glavery.
Syne: abolishment,
unﬁhbon,mulmmt.m
i itvalidation,

extinguishment,
nogation, nullification, repeal,
rescindment, rescisgion. -

1. Happening quickly and without
) warning: lll:qabngt departure for New

York.
Syns: hmy. burried, precipitant,
precipitate, sudden.

2. Rudely hme:;aonms gave an
abrupt, barely answer. -
Syns: blunt, brief, brusque, crusty,



Syns: absentation, pp c,

abstract

Syns: autarchy, autderacy,
dictatorship, monocracy. :

2. A potitical doctrine advocating the
principle of absolute rule: a strong
belief in absolutism held by
reactionaries.

2. The condition of lacking a usual or
ded an ab: of reliable
information,

Syns: dearth, default (Obs.), defect,
deficiency, lack, miss (Regional),
want.
absent adjecrive
1. Not present; ahsent from her affice.
Syns: away, gone, missing, wanting.
2. Deficient in a usual or needed
amount: junk foods in which mutriti
is absent. .
Syns: lacking, wanting.
3. ABSENT-MINDED.
noun ABSENCE.
absent-minded i '
So lost in thought as to be unaware of
one's surroundings: an absent-minded

1. To take in and incorporate, csp,
muﬂy:ﬂ&b%nﬁ?ﬁz
Syns: assimilate, digest, imbibe,
insorb, soak up.

2. To occupy the full attention of: Mis
medical practice absorbed him.

adjective

Having one’ ts occupied:

M%in;d;lq:‘:;h ly pied
_&n:comunnd,deep,engrwed.

professor. immersed, intent, preoccupied, rapt,
Syns: absent. ab d, b d apped up.
distrait, faraway, inattentive, absorbent  adjecrive
i ient, p pied. —Idioms a Having a capacity or tendency to
million miles away, off in the clouds. absorb or soak up: an absorbent fabric.
absolute adjective Syntnbsorpuve, assimilating,
1. Having and exercising complete assimilative, bibulous.
political power and control: an adfective
absolute rer. oo Catching and holding the full attention:
Syns: absolutist (also absolutistic), an absorbing book. -
arbitrary, hic (also hical ), antoqnum_ng,.enms
autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, enthralling, gripping.
monocratic, totalitarian, tyrannical nowur
(also tyrannic), tyrannous. 1. The process of absorbing and
i ' brbrion e emely. e
3 rurs. - mentor’s
4. UNCONDITIONAL. Syns: assimilation, digestion.
8. uTTER2. 2. Total occupation of the atiention or
abeolutely advers of the mind: complete absorption in
1. Without question: absoiutely the finest the work at hand.
Ppainting in the pallery. hw enthrallment,
2. REALLY. b positively absorptive adjective ABsoRBENT.
3. ves. s abstain verd mEFRAIN:
absolution o - roRG abstemious adjective TEMPERATE.
absolutism  nown sbetentious adjecrive TEMPERATE
1. A government in which a single abstinence nowr TEMPERANCE.
leader or party exercises abeolute abstinent adjective TEMPERATE.

control over all citizens and every
aspect of their Lives: Absokutiom
mldbcfwrﬁemtpfl@




abstracted .

abstract verb

1. DETACH. -

2. REVIEW.

abstracted adjective ABSENT-MINDED.
abstraction noun TRANCE.
abstruse adjective DEEP.
absurd adjective FOOLISH.
absurdity noun FOOLISHNESS.
abundance rnoun PLENTY.
_ abundant adjective
1. GENEROUS.
2. HEAVY.
sbuse verb

1. To hurt or injure by maltrcatment:
abused their tungs by smoking heavily.
Syns: ill-use, maltreat, mishandle,
mistreat, misuse.

2. To use wrongly and improperly:
Some employees abused their privileges
and arrived at noon.

Syns: misupply, misappropriate,
misemploy, mishandle, misuse,

pervert

3. To take advantage of unfairly: abused
her hospitality by staying too long.
Syns: exploit, impose (on or upon),
presume (oD or upon), use (Informal).

4. REVILE.

abuse noun
1. Wrong, often corrupt use: the abuse
o pover. _
Syns: (Obs.), misapp
ppropriation, pl yment,

rmshnndhng, misuse, perversion.
2. Phyucally harmful treatment: Child
abuse is a crime.
Sy mal
misusage.
3. VITUPERATION.
sbusion nown AsusE.
sbusive adjective
Of, relating 10, or characterized by
verbal abuse: abusive remarks,
Syns: contumelious, invective,
obloquious, opprobrious, reviling,
scurrilous, vituperative.
sbut verd ApsOIN.
sbutting adjective ADJOINING.

2. YAWNING.

sbyssal adjective  YAWNING.
academic adjective

1. PEDANTIC.

2. THBORETICAL.

accade verb ASSENT.

accelerste verb srEED UP at spesd.

access 4

| accent noun

1. EMPHASIS.
2. TONE.
accent verb EMPHASIZE.
accented adjective EMPHATIC.
verb EMPHASIZE.
accentuated adjective EMPHATIC.
accentuation nown EMPHASIS.
accept verb
1. To receive (something given or
offered) willingly and giadly: going 10
Sweden to accept the award.
Syns:

brace, take up, wek
2. To allow admittance, as to a group:
was accepted for membership in the
country chub.
_ Syns: admit, receive, take in.
3. APPROVE.
4. ASSENT.
5. BELIEVE.
6. ENDURE.
7. RECEIVE.
8. UNDERSTAND.
acceptable adjective
1 Cap‘ble of bang accepted: an
B t; an accep ble
gn.
Syns: admissible, unobjectionable.

2. Of moderately good quality but less
than excellent: an acceptable -
. dissertation by a capable srudent.

1 B s
decent, fair, fairish, goodish,
indifferent, O.K. (Informal), passable,
respectable, satisfactory, sufficient,
tidy (hy'anml ), tolcrable.

-1 Thenctotptoc&ohcwpung his

acceptance of the suggestion.

2. Favorable regard: The theory slowly
gained acceptance.

Syns: approbation, l?proul. favor.
acceptant adjective RECEPTIVE.
acceptation nown MEANING.
accepted adjective

Generally approved or agreed upon:
accepted behavior.

S$yns: cottventional, orthodox,

received, sanctioned.
acception noun MEANING.
acceptive adjective RECEPTIVE.
2CCO8S . noun

1. ADMISSION.
2. OUTBURST.
3. smzZuURE.



5 accessible

accessible adjective

1. APPROACHABLE.

2. OPEN. .
noun ADDITION.
2CCOSSOrY noun  ATTACHMENT.

2CCeSSOry  adjective AUXILIARY. -
accident nown

1. An unexpected and usu. undesirable

cvent: a traffic accident.
$yns: casualty, contretemps,
misadventure, mischance, misfortune,

2. CHANCE,

accidental adjective

1. Occurring unexpectedly: an accidental
meeting.

Syns: casual, chance, contingent,
fluky, fortuitous, inadvertent, odd.

2. Not part of the real or essential
nature of a thing: The secondary plot
was accidental to the novel.

Syns: adscititious (also adcititious),
adveatitious, incident (Archaic),
incidental, supelvml
acclaim
acclaim noun PRAISE.
acclimate
1. AparT.
2. HARDEN.
acclimation nowr ADaPTATION.
acclimatization "noun ADAPTATION,
acclimatize verh

accommodate
1. To have the room or
room that can
crowd.
Syns: contain, hold.
2. ADAPT,
3. HARBOR.
4. HARMONIZE.
5. osrLIGR.
accommodating  adjecrive .oBLIGING.
accommodation noun ADAPTATION.

'lyloi:a
e g large

accompaniment noun
1 Onethnlwwmpnmumotha
ploy P o

recessions.
Syns: associate, mend.m..

Croutm are a good acconqmnimt to

m augmentation, complement,
enhancement, enrichment.

account

accompany  verb
To be with or go with (another):
Thunder accompanies lightning. Jack
accompanied his niece to the premiére.
S$ynx: attend, companion, company
(Rare), consort (Obs.), escort.

—idiom go hand in hand with.
wmy?:g adjective

Occurring in company with: war and its

accompanying horrors.
Syns: aitendant, attending,
coincident, concomitant, concurrent.
accomplish verd
To d in doing: accomplished her

objective and won the race.
Syns: achicve, attain, gain, reach,
realize, score.
accomplished adjective
Very proficient as a result of practice
and study: an accomplished musician.
Syns: finished, practiced, skilled.
accomplishment noun

1.S hi P

7

Winning lhe mce was a real .
accomplishment.
Syns: achievement, acquirenerit,
acquisition, attainment, effort, feat.

2. ACT.

accord ' verb

1,2. AGREE.

3. CONFER.

4. GRANT.

accord noun

1, 2. A\GREEMENT.

3. HARMONY.

4. TREATY.

Tolpp:uchforﬂuwrpmcolspeech:

dooroftlwdlambtr
Syns: greet, hail, salute.
accouchement

noun BIRTH.

account  nown

1. A statement of causes or motives:
She was asked to give an account for
her tardiness. ‘
Syns: explanation, justification,
rationale, rationalization, reason.
—Idiom why and wherefore. :

2. A precise list of foes or charges: My
account has been paid in full:



