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THE PURPOSE AND PLAN OF THIS BOOK

How much of the history of civilization can be taught, with any
degree of assurance, to a pupil in the intermediate grades? This
problem is solved by the authors of THE OLD WORLD.

In simple language and with dramatic illustration this book builds
for the pupil a bridge between the past and the present. By careful
selection of material to emphasize the major trends of history and
the interdependence of historical events, the authors reveal the con-
tinuous but everchanging nature of man’s conquest of his environ-
ment and the contributions which people of other times and in
many lands have made to the pupil’s own ways of living.

As the pupil reads the book, he gains an understanding of how we
have come to possess and enjoy the comforts and conveniences of
the present day through the growth of science and invention. He
learns how the freedoms of religious worship, of education, and of
self-government, which are the foundations of our democracy, have
developed.

The descriptive maps in THE OLp WORLD help to chart the pupil’s
course through the story of the ages. Study aids point up sig-
nificant facts, and imaginative stories of events that could have
happened stimulate the reader’s interest in different historical pe-
riods. A colorful and graphic time line at the opening of the book
contrasts the brief period of recorded history with the millions of
years of prehistoric times. Pictured time lines throughout the book
help the pupil to place certain events in their proper periods in
history.

Tae OrLp Worrp is truly a world view of the advance of civi-
lization. Besides the usual European background there are units on
the Orient and on the Americas before their discovery by Colum-
bus. The book concludes by describing briefly how the govern-
ments of the New World, built on the ideals of freedom fostered in

. the Old World, are advancing those ideals among all the nations of
the earth.
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UNIT ONE

THE WORLD OF LONG AGO






CHAPTER 1

HOW EARLY MAN WORKED
TO KEEP ALIVE

THE TREASURE CHEST OF THE WORLD

What are some of the ordinary things that you do every day? You
live in a house and sleep in a soft bed. You dress in clothes that were
bought in a store. When you are hungry, your mother gives you
food which she has cooked on a stove heated by fire, gas, or elec-
tricity. You talk with your family and your friends, and you write
messages to other relatives and friends.

Doing these things is a natural part of your life, but the first people
in the world did not have any of these ways of living. They had no
houses. They spent their lives out of doors. They slept in trees
or in the shelter of rocks. The skins of animals were the only clothes
these people had. Since they had not learned how to make fire, they
could not cook their food. Instead, they lived on nuts, berries, and
seeds which they found in the woods, and on the raw meat of the
fish they caught and of the animals they hunted.

In those days men did not even know how to talk, and thousands
of years passed before they learned how to write. Those long-ago
times are called “prehistoric” (pré’his-tor'ik), which means “before
the time of written history.”

Little by little, through thousands and thousands of years, men
learned to make life easier for themselves. They discovered how to
make fire, how to cook food, and how to mold dishes. Instead of
living out of doors, they found shelter in caves and in small huts
which they built. They drew pictures, too, and carved figures of
animals.

The things which these people of prehistoric times made and left
behind them have taught us how they lived.

13



14~ e THE OLD WORLD

All through the years, from those long-ago times until today, men
and women have made inventions that have brought comforts to
themselves and to the people who lived after them. Others have
made discoveries that have helped people to know one another bet-
ter and to understand people of other lands.

In years to come more inventions and more discoveries will be
made to help men live together and understand one another. Every-
thing that is done to make the world better than before is something
added to what might be called the “Treasure Chest of the World.”

The next few pages will tell you what the earliest people gave to
this Treasure Chest.

THE HARD WORK OF KEEPING ALIVE

The earliest men who lived on this earth were often hungry and
afraid. Fear made them creep softly through the forests and move
watchfully in the open plain, for every beast was their foe and
rival. Both men and beasts killed and ate animals. Most of the
beasts had strong teeth, and some of them had long, sharp claws.

“..

have. But men could thmk Men also had hands in which to hold
things. Instead of ﬁghtmg w1th teeth and claws, men could fight
with stones and clubs. ¢

All members of a family helped to ﬁnd food Women and chil-
dren searched for roots, nuts, berries, and the seeds of wild grasses.
Men and older boys hunted and fished. Sometimes they fished from
a flat rock. A man would lie on his stomach with his hands in the
water of a lake or a pool. Patiently he waited for a fish to swim to-
ward his open fingers. Then, if the man was quick enough, he
would catch the fish. Sometimes it would slip out of his fingers and
swim away. If he succeeded in holding it, his family would have
fish to eat.

Someone found that he could wound or stun an animal by throw-
ing a stone. Then it could not escape him so easily, and he could
kill it with a club. Next he would search for a sharp stone with
which to remove the animal’s skin and meat. These were poor tools,
however, and getting food to eat was not easy.
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HOW EARLY MAN WORKED TO KEEP &3@07 0
THE FIRST TOOLS THAT EARLY MEN MADE

Sticks, stones, and clubs were the first _tobls that men used. For
thousands of years people tried to improve the tools and weapons
that helped them to get food. Now and then through the years,
often by accident, they found something that helped.

Someone discovered that a hard stone called flint could be chipped
easily. He sharpened one end of a piece of flint by chipping off bits
of the stone until he had made an edge. The first hatchet was made
in this way. One end had a cutting edge, and the other end was
shaped to fit into a man’s hand. Because it had no handle and was
held in the hand, we call it a fist hatchet or a hand hatchet. Hatchets
of this kind have been found where these early people lived. This
fist hatchet was a far better weapon and tool than a club or a blunt
stone. It was a great invention.

-The period when men first learned to make weapons or tools from
stone is called the Old Stone Age or the Rough Stone Age. During
the long, long time of the Old Stone Age, men slowly learned to
make other tools. From flint and other hard stone they made
hatchets, axes, knives, ang;sawg

IMPROVING THE TOOLS

Little by little, men l¢syeg -t the tools. They fastened
wooden handles to theix l : es with thongs, which are
long, thin strips of animal sk, —Soth ne, perhaps he was an early
toolmaker, thought of a way to sharpen his knife or ax. He ground
it on another stone, a hard one, until the edge was sharp. The
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