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Preface

Editing a book of this nature was a simultaneously exhilarating and frightening
experience. It was exhilarating to draw from cell biologists, biochemists, and
molecular biologists, as well as those dermatologists, pathologists, and pul-
monologists who are cell biologists at heart, to author chapters. At the same
time, it was frightening to ask such busy investigators to devote their precious
time to writing chapters that summarize not just their own endeavors but their
entire area of expertise. However, the authors assuaged our fears by enthusi-
astically accepting the proposal to write on specific topics despite the time
burden, and to update and willingly accept our editorial comments. In the
editors’ view, the authors have captured the important scientific data in their
respective fields, have organized the data into an understandable outline, and
have applied the information to elucidating wound repair processes.

The explosion of new, important discoveries in the field of wound repair
and related areas as our book was developing has been very unsettling. This
observation predicts obsolescence. In response to this possibility, the authors
and the editors have attempted to build fundamental concepts upon existing
data. Hopefully, these concepts will help provoke further experimentation to
unravel the complex, interwoven processes of wound repair.

The book has been organized into three parts: Inflammation, Granulation
Tissue Formation, and Extracellular Matrix Production and Remodeling. We
believe that these parts comprehensively cover the molecular and cellular pro-
cesses of wound repair that occurs when tissue damage has been sufficient to
destroy tissue architecture and elicit a fibrotic response. What is not covered to
any great extent are the processes that occur during tissue regencration, that is,
the repopulation of an injured area with tissue-specific parenchymal cells, as
occurs when tissue damage has been insufficient to destroy the tissue architec-
ture. In fact, the original intention of the editors was to have a fourth section
entitled Tissue Regeneration, which would have drawn upon the expertise of
investigators in the fields of lung, bone, liver, gastrointestinal, cardiovascular,
nerve, and skin research. However. the tength of the book became unwieldly
and the only vestige of this plan jies in Chapter 23, which covers dermal -
epidermal reepithelialization. Perhaps a future edition or, more likely, a sec-
ond book, on the important topic of tissue regeneration will be generated.

This book is intended for all students of wound healing, who quest to
understand the phenomenology of tissue repair at the level of molecular and
cellular biology.



Preface

The editors would like to express their deep gratitude to the authors,
without whom this book would have been only an idea and not a completed
work. Special thanks goes to Pam Kirby, our managing editor, who organized
the manuscripts into a book, corrected syntax, spelling, and punctuation,
checked bibliographies against text references, and, finally, indexed the book.
Thanks also go to our wives Marcia and Jan, our fellow workers, and the
secretaries in the departments of Medicine and Pediatrics at the National Jew-
ish Center for Immunology and Respiratory Medicine, who bore up under the
immense pressure that overflowed from us onto them. Finally, our thanks to
Plenum for patiently awaiting the final work.

Richard A. F. Clark
Peter M. Henson
Denver
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