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HE COMPACT EDITION OF The American Promise: A

History of the United States grew from the au-
thors’ desire to provide a fresh alternative for fel-
low instructors searching for the most teachable and
readable text available: a unique midsized book that
pairs all the color, pedagogy, and features of a full-
length text with a briefer narrative at a lower price.
The unique size of the Compact Edition allows us
to meet the needs of students and instructors who
want the flexibility of a briefer text without sacri-
ficing coverage or readability. In writing the Second
Compact Edition, we continued to draw from our
experiences as longtime teachers of the survey
course to help us identify the essentials of Ameri-
can history as well as the stories and voices that
make this history memorable for students. Our col-
lective experience teaching introductory American
history in a wide range of institutions, from com-
munity colleges and state universities to private col-
leges and research institutions, taught us that the
survey course is the most difficult to teach and the
most difficult to take. It is this knowledge that has
informed every decision we have made in creating
this text.

Our teaching experience was invaluable in
making the choices necessary to create the Second
Compact Edition from its parent text, The American
Promise, Second Edition. To preserve the narrative
strengths of The American Promise, all of the authors
revised their own chapters. To maintain the strong
story line and balanced narrative in a midsized for-
mat, we reorganized material and combined the-
matically related sections throughout the text. In
short, we did not create the Second Compact Edi-
tion simply by cutting; we also reimagined, reorga-
nized, and rewrote.

Our experience as teachers also informed the
framework of our text. Most survey texts empha-
size either a social or political approach to history;
by focusing on one, they inevitably slight the other.
In our classrooms, students need both the structure
a political narrative provides and the insights
gained from examining social and cultural experi-
ences. To write a comprehensive, balanced account
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of American history, we focused on the public
arena—the place where politics intersects social
and cultural developments—to show how Ameri-
cans confronted the major issues of their day and
created far-reaching historical change.

We also thought hard about the concerns most
frequently voiced by instructors: that students
often find history boring, unfocused, and difficult
and their textbooks similarly lifeless and over-
whelming. How could our text address these con-
cerns and help introductory students understand
and remember American history’s main events
and developments? We decided to explore fully
the political, social, economic, and cultural changes
that students need to understand by connecting
them to individuals who experienced history as it
happened. To make each chapter more memo-
rable and to portray the diversity of the Ameri-
can experience, we stitched into the narrative the
voices of hundreds of contemporaries—from
presidents to pipefitters—whose ideas and ac-
tions shaped their times and whose efforts still
affect our lives. By incorporating a rich selection
of authentic American voices, we sought to
create a vivid and compelling narrative that cap-
tures students’ interest and sparks their histori-
cal imagination.

Our title, The American Promise, reflects our
emphasis on the power of human agency and our
conviction that American history is an unfinished
story. For millions, the nation held out the promise
of a better life, unfettered worship, representative
government, democratic politics, and other free-
doms seldom found elsewhere around the world.
But none of these promises came with guarantees.
And promises fulfilled for some meant promises
denied to others. As we see it, much of American
history is a continuing struggle over the definition
and realization of the nation’s promise. That hope,
kept alive by countless sacrifices, has been marred
by compromises, disappointments, and denials,
but it lives today. Abraham Lincoln, in the midst
of what he termed the “fiery trial” of the Civil War,
pronounced the nation “the last best hope of
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Earth.” Ideally, The American Promise, Second Com-
pact Edition, will help students become aware of
the legacy of hope bequeathed to them by previ-
ous generations of Americans, a legacy that is
theirs to preserve and to build on.

Features

Because students learn best when they find a sub-
ject engaging, we have made a special effort to
incorporate features that bring American history to
life and make it memorable. Chapter-opening
vignettes invite students into the narrative with
vivid accounts of individuals or groups who
embody each chapter’s main themes. Vignettes
new to this edition include Pocahontas’s “rescue”
of John Smith, Nat Turner’s war on slavery, and
Fannie Lou Hamer’s civil rights struggles. Two-
tiered running heads on every page remind stu-
dents where the sections they read fall chronologi-
cally. At the close of each chapter, strengthened
conclusions critically reexamine central ideas and
provide a bridge to the next chapter, and annotated
chronologies review the key events and develop-
ments explored in the chapter. We have enhanced
the well-received appendices by extending our
collection of reference materials in a new Online
Appendix that contains such important docu-
ments as the Articles of Confederation, the Seneca
Falls Resolution, the Confederate Constitution,
and Martin Luther King, Jr’s “I Have a Dream”
speech. Cross-references to the new Online Study
Guide in each chapter encourage mastery of
visual and text material and development of

critical-thinking  skills.

Additional text cross-
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and an ongoing process of investigation. The all-
new Promise of Technology features examine the
ramifications—positive and negative—of techno-
logical developments in American society and cul-
ture such as the cultivation of corn, the printing
press, hydraulic mining, and air conditioning.
Documenting the American Promise features (for-
merly “Texts in Historical Context”) combine three
or four primary documents that dramatize the
human dimension of major events and controver-
sies with interpretive commentary. New topics in
this edition include “King Philip Considers Chris-
tianity,” “The Destruction of the Tea,” “Rockefeller
and His Critics,” and “The Emerging Cold War.”
Questions for Analysis and Debate now follow
the documents to help students analyze and
squeeze meaning from primary sources. Illustrated
Historical Questions pose and interpret specific
questions of continuing interest so as to demon-
strate the depth and variety of possible answers,
thereby countering the belief of many beginning
students that historians simply gather facts and
string them together into a chronological narra-
tive. New Historical Questions in this edition in-
clude “Did Terrorists Sink the Maine?” and “Was
Prohibition a Bad Joke?”
We take great pride as
well in our full-color
design and rich art pro-
gram. We have preserved
the award-winning design
and added many new
illustrations to make The
American Promise a visual
feast. In all, more than 350
images, many in full color

P e S
FOR FURTHER READING ABOUT THE TOPICS IN THIS CHAPTER,
see the Online Bibliography at

fordstmart
FOR ADDITIONAL FIRST-HAND ACCOUNTS OF THIS PERIOD, See
pages 181-195 in Michael Johnson, ed., Reading the
American Past, Second Edition, Volume |
TO ASSESS YOUR MASTERY OF THE MATERIAL IN THIS CHAPTER,
see the Online Study Guide at
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references to Online
Bibliographies, orga-
nized by chapter and
topic, provide students
with detailed sugges-
tions for additional
reading and research.
An enriched array
of special features re-

inforces the narrative and offers teachers more
points of departure for assignments and discussion.
With the addition of sixteen new boxed features,
this edition provides a wider variety of choices for
sparking students” interest while helping them un-
derstand that history is both a body of knowledge

and all large enough to
study in detail, reinforce
and extend the narrative.
An illustration accompa-
nies each chapter-opening
vignette, providing a visual
supplement to the narra-
tive portrait that opens
every chapter. All pictures
are contemporaneous with
the period of the chapter,
with comprehensive cap-
tions that draw students
into active engagement
with the images and help

TOURISM AND THE LURE OF NATIVE TRADITION
This advertisement for vacationing in the mountain-
ous Indian country of New Mexico implies the
benefits of high altitude for health. But commerce in
native crafts is also an objective. Others at the
time headed to New Mexico to attain quite different
benefits. Attracted by anthropologists studying na-
tive culture and a coterie of painters and writers
who began an artists’ colony near the ancient
pueblo at Taos, disillusioned strivers and other
refugees from the stresses of modern life hoped to
find a spiritual inner wisdom within Pueblo culture
that would reconnect them with nature and the
past.

Private collection

Sex nie Osuse Stuoy
Guwe for more help in analyzing this image.



- Beginning of slave revolt, 1791

— Santo Domingo, 1820
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them unpack the layers of mean-

ing. Full-page chapter-opening

artifacts combine with many
other illustrations of artifacts to
emphasize the importance of
material culture in the study of
the past.

Finally, we have extended
and expanded our highly regarded
map program to offer the most
effective set of maps available in a
survey text. Each chapter offers, on average, three
full-size maps showing major developments in a
wide range of areas, from environmental and tech-
nological issues to political, social, cultural, and
diplomatic matters. New maps reflect this edition’s
increased attention to
Native American peo-
ples and to a sustained
continental perspective.
Each chapter includes
as well an average of
two new “spot maps,”
small, single-concept
maps embedded in per-
tinent passages of the
narrative to increase
students’ grasp of cru-
cial issues. Unique to
The American Promise,
the spot maps highlight
such topics as ancient
California, Pontiac’s rebellion, the Haitian revolu-
tion, the Vicksburg campaign, Pullman’s company
town, the Dust Bowl, the creation of Israel, the
breakup of Yugoslavia, and the recent conflict in
Afghanistan. In addition, critical-thinking map ex-
ercises—one per chapter—combine for an embed-
ded map workbook.

Caribbean Sea

Border of Saint Domingue/
Santo Domingo, 1790

Border of Haiti/

Haitian Revolution,
1790-1804

Textual Changes

A new edition of a textbook is cause for celebra-
tion, for it proudly announces the successful recep-
tion of the previous edition. But as authors, we
found little time for complacency, for we wel-
comed this opportunity to reconsider the original
text, to take stock of what worked and what could
be improved. In addition to the many changes
already mentioned to condense the text, we
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made other major revisions in organization and
coverage.

To mesh better with most course calendars and
to provide a more focused narrative, we reduced
the number of chapters from 32 to 31. We also short-
ened the text by an additional 5 percent from the
First Compact Edition (making it 30 percent shorter
than its parent, The American Promise, Second Edi-
tion), in the process highlighting a stronger thematic
development. Specifically, coverage of ancient
America now appears in a refashioned and richly
illustrated chapter on ancient America, to show stu-
dents how and why the discussion of this crucial
but obscured history differs from the historical nar-
rative that follows in the remainder of the book. Dis-
cussion of antebellum society has been reorganized
and revised to ensure a smooth, unified narrative.
Throughout the text we have incorporated the
most important recent scholarship, as reflected in
chapter bibliographies on the companion Web site
(www.bedfordstmartins.com/roarkcompact).

To provide an even more dynamic and memo-
rable narrative while reinforcing the text’s central
theme, we expanded the number of historical actors
whose interpretations of “the American promise” —
sometimes shared, often competing—drove histor-
ical change. More succinct coverage of politics also
permitted us to expand discussion of cultural and
social topics such as the diversity of West Africa, the
experience of Native Americans, and Western his-
tory. We have also made an effort to better place
American history in a global context. Discussions of
early modern Europe’s westward expansion and
the Haitian revolution, for example, strengthen the
text’s balanced, braided international coverage. Re-
vised conclusions focus on and extend the chapter’s
central ideas, contributing to our effort to provide
the introductory classroom the most teachable and
readable text available.

Supplements

Developed with the guidance of the author team
and thoroughly revised to reflect changes in the new
edition, our comprehensive collection of print and
electronic resources provides a host of practical
learning and teaching aids. Cross-references in the
textbook to the groundbreaking Online Study
Guide and the primary-source reader reflect the
tight integration of core text with supplements.
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For Students

Reading the American Past: Selected Historical
Documents, Second Edition. This highly regarded
primary-source collection, edited by Michael John-
son (Johns Hopkins University), one of the authors
of The American Promise, complements the textbook
by offering 4 or 5 documents for each chapter. The
new edition provides a host of compelling features
while retaining its low cost and brevity: a rich se-
lection of over 125 documents (one-quarter of them
new to this edition), balancing accounts by well-
known figures with the voices of ordinary people;
a wide array of sources that vividly illustrate the di-
versity of materials with which historians work; and
user-friendly editorial apparatus such as chapter in-
troductions, headnotes, questions, and an Intro-
duction for Students on the goals and methods of
source analysis.

Online Study Guide www.bedfordstmartins.com/
roarkcompact. For each chapter, our free Online
Study Guide offers an initial multiple-choice test
that allows students to assess their comprehension
of the material and a Recommended Study Plan
that suggests specific exercises on the subject
areas students still need to master. Two follow-up
multiple-choice tests per chapter help students
judge their command of the material. Additional ex-
ercises encourage students to think about chapter
themes as well as help them develop skills of anal-
ysis. Password-protected reports for instructors
allow them to monitor students” activity easily.

Weicome to the book companian site for The American Promise: A History of
Editon, by James L. Roark, Michael P. Johnson, Patricia Ciine Cahen, e Stoge. Aan
Here you'll find oniine rescurces raiated to themes and authors featured in this popuiar history reacer, as well as
tools to help you research and write your paper

View Content by Chapter

[Ghapter 1: Bafore the Written Record: Ancient America (o 1492
|Chapter 2: Europeanis and the New World, 1492-1600
Chapter 3: ms«-m-mceuw-u the Seventeenth Century, 1601-1700
Chapter 4: The Northern ms-ku«nncmwv 1601-1700
Chaptar 5: Coloni wmmnmmm Century, 1701 mn
Chapter 6: The British Empire and the Colniai Crisis, 1754-177¢

Chopter 7: The War for America, 1775-1783

[l Y

Instructor Resources
@ Instructor's Resource Manual @ Quiz Gradebook
@ Map Central @ Biackbosrd Test Bank

@ Powsrpoint Lecturs Stratagies @ WebCT Test Bank

Student Resources

@ Recommended Study Plan @ Map Exercise
@ chapter summery
@ Multiple Choice
@ True or False

@ Reading Historical Documents
@ visual Activity

@ Critical Thinking Modules

@ Fill-in-the-Blank
@ Reviewing the Text
@ Oefining Terms

@ chronciogy

@ Links Ubrary
@ ooctinks
@ Online Appendix
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The Bedford Series in History and Culture. Over
fifty American titles in this highly praised series
combine first-rate scholarship, historical narrative,
and important primary documents for undergrad-
uate courses. Each book is brief, inexpensive, and
focused on a specific topic or period. Package dis-
counts are available.

Historians at Work Series. Brief enough for a sin-
gle assignment yet substantive enough to provoke
thoughtful discussion, each volume in this series
combines the best thinking about an important his-
torical issue with helpful learning aids. Selections
by distinguished historians, each with a differing
perspective, provide a unique structure within
which to examine a single question. With headnotes
and questions to guide their reading and the com-
plete original footnotes, students are able to engage
in discussion that captures the intellectual excite-
ment of historical research and interpretation. Pack-
age discounts are available.

Links Library www.bedfordstmartins.com/his-
torylinks. Links Library is a database of more than
350 carefully reviewed and annotated U.S. and
Western history links searchable by historical topic
and textbook chapter. Spanning history from an-
cient Mesopotamia to the present, the database con-
tains diverse links to resources such as historical
archaeology sites, primary documents collections,
photograph and illustration galleries, map collec-
tions, secondary sources, and audio.

DocLinks www.bedfordstmartins.com/doclinks.
DocLinks is a database of over 1000 annotated Web
links to primary documents online for the study of
U.S. and Western history. Documents in this data-
base include speeches, legislation, U.S. Supreme
Court decisions, essays, traveler’s accounts, per-
sonal narratives and testimony, essays, e-books,
manifestos, visual artifacts, songs, and poems.
Documents are searchable by topic and date and are
also indexed to the chapters of our major survey
textbooks.

For Instructors
Instructor’s Resource Manual. This popular man-
ual by Sarah E. Gardner (Mercer University) offers
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extensive information for each chapter in the text-
book: outlines of chapter themes and topics, lecture
and discussion strategies, multiple-choice questions
for quizzing, video and film resources, and advice
on outside readings. In addition, the new edition of-
fers suggestions on incorporating all the supple-
ments for the Second Compact Edition of The Amer-
ican Promise into teaching plans; including Bedford
series books relevant to each chapter; and assigning
Using the Internet exercises that reinforce and ex-
tend the text. It also includes a wealth of practical
suggestions for first-time teaching assistants, from
suggestions on running discussion sections and de-
signing assignments to advice on dealing with dif-
ficult students.

Online Instructor’s Resource Manual www.bed-
fordstmartins.com/roarkcompact. The Online In-
structor’s Resource Manual combines all of the ad-
vantages of the print Instructor’s Resource Manual
along with links for Using the Internet exercises, an-
notated Web links for each chapter, PowerPoint
slides for lectures, syllabus hosting, and the ability
to track student work.

Videos. Available to all adopters of the text are two
hours of video delivered in fifteen brief clips that
allow instructors to intersperse their lectures with
images and audio designed to engage students by
giving voice to the history of early America. These
segments are drawn from the award-winning tele-
course “Shaping America,” developed and distrib-
uted by the LeCroy Center for Educational Telecom-
munications, Dallas County Community College
District. Bedford/St. Martin’s is proud to announce
that The American Promise: To 1877, Second Edition,
has been selected for use in this distinguished dis-
tance learning program.

Computerized Test Bank CD-ROM for Windows
or Macintosh. This thoroughly revised test bank by
Valerie Hinton (Richland College) and Norman C.
McLeod (Dixie State College) provides easy-to-use
software to create and administer tests on paper or
over a network. Instructors can generate exams and
quizzes from the print test bank or write their own.
A grade-management function helps keep track of
student progress. It includes for each chapter in
the text fifty multiple-choice questions, ten short-
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answer questions, four essay questions (all ranked
as easy, medium, or difficult); an exercise in which
students match important terms with definitions or
examples; a chronology exercise; and a multipart
map exercise. Also included are twenty-five black
outline map quizzes. Answers for objective ques-
tions are provided.

Map Transparencies. Full-color transparencies of
full-size maps from both the full and compact edi-
tions of The American Promise help instructors pre-
sent the materials and teach students important
map-reading skills.

Instructor Resources CD-ROM. This new CD-
ROM offers all the maps and figures and numerous
illustrations from the text in PowerPoint-ready files
designed to enhance class presentations.

Using the Bedford Series in the U.S. History
Survey www.bedfordstmartins.com/usingseries.
This short guide by Scott Hovey (Boston Univer-
sity) gives practical suggestions for using more than
sixty volumes from the Bedford Series in History
and Culture and the Historians at Work Series with
a core text in the survey classroom. The guide not
only supplies links between the text and the
supplements but also provides ideas for starting
discussions focused on a single primary-source
volume.

Map Central www.bedfordstmartins.com/map-
central. Bedford/St. Martin’s is proud to announce
Map Central, a database of the more than 450 maps
that appear in The American Promise and its other
history survey texts. Designed to help instructors
create more effective lecture presentations, Map
Central is easily searchable by specific chapter or
by keyword. Maps are in full color and download-
able for use in PowerPoint or other presentation
software.

e-Content for Online Learning. e-Content for On-
line Learning helps instructors using The American
Promise, Second Compact Edition, develop custom
Web sites with WebCT, Blackboard, and other course-
building systems.
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