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Style and usage labels used in the dictionary

ABBREVIATION
APPROVING
AUS

CHILD’S WORD
DATED

DISAPPROVING

FEMALE
FIGURATIVE

FORMAL

HUMOROUS
INFORMAL

IRISH ENGLISH
LEGAL

LITERARY

MALE

NORTHERN ENGLISH
NOT STANDARD
OFFENSIVE

OLD USE

POLITE WORD/PHRASE

SAYING

SCOTTISH ENGLISH
SLANG

SPECIALIZED
TRADEMARK

UK
Us

90

a shortened form of a word

praising someone or something

Australian English

used by children

used in the recent past and often still used by older
people

used to express dislike or disagreement with someone
or something

used to express not the basic meaning of a word, but an
imaginative one

used in serious or official language or when trying to
impress other people

used when you are trying to be funny

used in ordinary speech (and writing) and not suitable
for formal situations

specialized language used in legal documents and in
law courts
formal and descriptive language used in literature

used in the North of England

commonly used but not following the rules of grammar
very rude and likely to offend people

used a long time ago in other centuries

a polite way of referring to something that has other
ruder names

a common phrase or sentence that gives advice, an
opinion, etc.

extremely informal language, used mainly by a
particular group, especially young people

used only by people in a particular subject such as
doctors or scientists

the official name of a product

British English

American English

Essential: the most common and useful words in
English

Improver: the next level of words to learn to improve
your English

Advanced: words to make your English really fluent
and natural
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Introduction

Welcome to the second edition of the Cambridge
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. English is
constantly evolving, with new words coming
into the language all the time. It is hard to
believe that words like ‘website’, ‘text
messaging’ or ‘reality TV’ were unknown to
most people just a few years ago, when now they
are in common use. Dictionaries have to keep up
with this change, and this edition contains a
wealth of new vocabulary. Of course, a lot of it
comes from the world of computers and the
Internet (e.g. blog, whiteboard, graphics card),
but many other areas are represented (e.g. speed
dating, superbug, hoody).

One of the most important tools we have for
tracking both British and American English
words is the Cambridge International Corpus, a
collection of over 600 million words of written
and spoken (transcribed) language from a huge
variety of sources. The corpus is the evidence
which underpins everything we say about
words in our dictionaries. We also make great
use of the Cambridge Learner Corpus which
includes exam scripts from Cambridge ESOL
exams. The usage notes in this dictionary are
based on information from that corpus.

Of course, new editions are not only about new
words. We are constantly in touch with teachers
and students from all over the world to see how
we can improve our dictionaries.

A major feature of this edition is the
introduction of the Frequency Information
system. It is special because it shows the
relative importance not only of words but also of
their meanings, and of individual phrases. To
create this system, researchers used data from
our corpus. They extracted all the high-
frequency words and then coded examples of
them to work out the frequency of their
different meanings.

The Frequency Information is not justa
number-crunching exercise though. On the
overwhelming recommendation of teachers and
academic advisers, the frequency results were
adapted to the needs of learners of English. So,
for instance, basic grammar vocabulary which
israre in everyday English is included because
it is vital for students.

The resulting system gives students a clear
guide to the most important words and
meanings to learn:

Meanings marked € (Essential) are words
which everyone needs to know in order to
communicate effectively. They are either
extremely common (usually over 400
occurrences per 10 million corpus words), or
they express core concepts (e.g. asleep). There
are about 4,900 of these meanings.

Meanings marked @P (Improver) are also
common in native speaker English (typically
between 200-400 occurrences per 10m corpus
words). Like Essential, this band can include
less common words which express useful
concepts. There are about 3,300 of these
meanings.

Meanings marked @¥ (Advanced) typically
occur around 100-200 times per 10 million
corpus words, which is still highly significant.
Advanced students should aim to be confident
with these to make their English more fluent
and natural. There are about 3,700 of these
meanings.

Something else new in this edition is the 400
boxes giving concise collocation information
for common words. Knowing how to put a word
in context is vital for fluent English, and these
boxes supplement the 25,000 collocations shown
in heavy type in the example sentences.

This dictionary is also available in a CD-ROM
format. If you have the CD, you can search for
words more easily, hear spoken
pronunciations, see extra example
sentences, access more comprehensive
collocation information, practise your English
with interactive exercises, and use our unique
SMART thesaurus to turn the dictionary into
athesaurus at the click of a button.

I'hope you will enjoy using the Cambridge
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. You can look at
this and our other dictionaries online at
dictionary.cambridge.org, and also use the
website to send us your comments or
suggestions for the next edition!

Elizabeth Walter
April 2005
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How to use the dictionary

1 How doIfind the word I want?

Evirry] €9 Mblzgk/ adj empty or clear, or contain-
g o information or mark: a blank sheet of paper o a
blank tape/computer screen © Sign your name in the
blank space at the bottom of the form.

blank /blznk/ noun [¢] 1 a space in a piece of writing or
on a form, left empty for information to be added: Fill in
the blanks in this form. 2 something not yet marked or

nished, such as a key not yet cut into a finished shape

“rnmﬁma /blznk/ adj showing no understand

The words at the beginning
of entries are called
‘headwords’. Usually they
are black, but the most
important words are blue
(see 7, below).

Words in the same family
are often grouped together.

stare/ expresswn
blankly at me.
blank bizgk/ verb

PHRASAL VERBS WITH blank v

omethmg that is written so that it cannot be

ATOVE]
Phrasal verbs are always read Some of the names in the report have been blanked

shown at the end of entries.
They are shown with a

i gAbout a memory because it is unpleasant and
trlangle 4 before them. you would prefer not to remember it: There may be trau-

matic incident in your past that you have blanked out.

Sometimes the second word
of a headword is shown in
brackets. This shows that
the meaning is the same
whether you use only the
first word or both
words together.

(a 8) noun [C] a small tube containing
explosive but o bullet, used in a gun in order to make a
loud noise without causing harm: The starter’s pistol

Compound words (two or
more words used together
as a single word) have
their own entries, in
alphabetical order.

que> vk, us blank check noun [c] a cheque
aperson’s signature but does not yet have the
amount of money written on it

c@lmanac, almanack'>:1.ma.nek/ 21/ noun [c] a book

pu BIIstred—every year that contains facts and informa-
tion such as unponant days, times of the sun rising and
going down or changes in the moon

Alternative spellings of
words are shown at
the headword.

Other alternative forms are
shown in brackets.

the outside of the legs: British Army uﬂagepattcrn
combat trousers

Some words include ‘the’
before the headword, to
show that they are always
used in this form.

plural noun the numbered lists produced

Week of the records with the highest sales: the

dance charts o It’s been number one in the charts for six
weeks.

4 piece of meat cut from the

Any word in the definition
which does not come from
that list is shown in sMALL
CAPITALS. You can look for
the meaning of that word
at its own entry, although
a short explanation is
often given.

Definitions are written using
only words from a list of
common words that are I S , 6] Gxssurdl

mer.d3°r'et 3a'ret/ noun [C] (ALso drum

easy to understand. majorette) a young woman or girl who wears a umfrm

snd makes a pattern of movements with a @

(= stick) by spinning it and throwing it into the a

part of a group of girls who do this or as the leader of a
musical group




GUIDEWORDS show you
when a word has more than
one main meaning.

church@UIDNEDE@ /tf3:1]/ @ hfs:tf/ noun [c] a build-
ing for Chriftian religious activities: The town has four
churches. o & church spire/tower © a church hall (= a
ging to a church, with a large room for

Other, smaller differences in
meaning are shown by
separate numbered
definitions.

U] an oﬁ‘lc a Lstla.n rehglous orgamzation d
local churches were represented at the memonal seruxm
o He wen onawallungtnpwithsomeo is friend 3
church. 9 anzation meets as a group of
people:
every Sunday. © church services

3 How do I find idioms and other phrases?

pillar /'pil.o"7 @ /- noun [c] 1 a strong column made of
stone, metal or wood which supports part of a bullding
A row of reinforced concrete pillars suppor fuy 2
© FIGURATIVE a pillar of smoke/flame 2 @i
very important member or part of a grovp—orge:
non system etc: Mrs Maple is a pillar of the lon:al

& quality is one of the pillars of socialism.

someone goes from pillar to post,
i & ¢ fo keep moving from one place to
another My parents were always on the move and so my
childhood was spent being dragged from pillar to post.

If a word or meaning of a
word is always used in a
particular grammatical
pattern or with particular
words, this is shown at the
beginning of the definition.

Idioms (phrases which have
a special meaning that is not
clear from the separate
words) and other fixed
phrases are shown
separately with their
own definitions.

Idioms and fixed phrases are usually listed at the first
important word. If you are not sure where to find them,
look in the ‘Idiom Finder’ on page 1515.

4 How do I use this word or phrase?

( ) ~\
Italic labels show you the
part of speech of a word reach [EE) @ /i [/QerD(T] to get to a particular,
( hether it is a noun especially high level, etCThe temperature is expected to
W eritis un, reach 30°C today. o He's just reached the grand old age of

verb, etc). 95. o I've reached the point where I'm not going to put up
. _J with her criticisms of me any more.

reach [STRETCH] @ /riztJ/ ver b @ 1 to stretch out your
arm in order to get or something: She’s grown so

(. !
Labels in square brackets W /und/ knocked over a glass. © The child
give you grammar lown/out/over and picked up the
information. These labels his hand out for the money. oy ; Common grammar patterns

% Rt Can you reach me (down) that book? bject i
are explained inside the reaches something, the top or bottom of it touches that are ’(gr:\a/fr;hr;ev)\(/tttl'(])eﬁ‘xsg;ples

i thing: The ladder won't quite reach the top of the wall.
front cover of the dictionary. s Shedl:)?s et ig o Gress that reached (200 hew anFIsS

3 H o reach for the stars to want or try to get something that

V.Vhen grag]r?ar lnfornt;atl%n is difficult or impossible to get )
1S Sh_OWn efore numbere! reach @® /riztf/ noun 1 [U] Someone’s reach is the dis-
definitions, it is true for all {ancg wiﬂx‘;rtxhwhicl} tlh:y:)axlx‘ stretch t::;ozh’fir&rm andl

: ouch something: I like eep a noi and penci
meanings of the word. within (arm’s) reach. o The top shelf is within/out of
/ (his) reach. © Make sure that you keep all dangerous sub-

stances out of the reach of the children. 2 @)
tance that can be travelled, especially easily: W

When grammar information
is shown after a sense
number, itis only true for
that sense.

within which someone can achieve ~sonTé
expensive trip like that would be completely beyand/out
of (my) reach (= 1 would not have enough money to pay
for it). © Aﬂer years of saving, the car was at la.st within

the top sheU' for me?
ing out your arm: He 7
® a reach of the imagination when you have to try very
hard to imagine something: It takes (quite) a reach of the
imagination to believe that story.

reach /riztf/ verb (T 1 to communicate
with someone in a different place, especially by tele-
phone or post: The only way to reach them in the place
where they're staying is by mail. o I've been trying to
reach you on the phone all day. 2 to understand and
communicate with someone: He's a strange child and his
teachers find it difficult to reach him.



Thousands of examples
adapted from the
Cambridge International
Corpus show you how to
use words naturally. They
can also help you to check
that you have the
right meaning.

Hundreds of common words
have boxes showing the
most common collocations.

Plural forms, verb forms, W
and comparatives and
superlatives are shown if
they are irregular. If you
have the CD of this
dictionary, you can see all
the inflections of every verb.)

ample SVALL AMOUNT] @® /'sa:m.pl/ @ /'sem-/ noun [] 1
x all amoum of somethmg that shows you what the
ould be e eesampleofshampoo
" Please bring some
sam es of your work to the mtervzew 2 a small amount
of a substance that a doctor or scientist collects in order
to examine it: a blood/urine sample 3 a group of people
or thmgs that is chosen out of a larger number and is

~

Bold words in examples are
‘collocations’. These are
words that are used very

often with the word you are

looking up. If you learn
these collocations,

your English will sound

more natural.

about the larger group: a <mm, ple ofvoters oa
nationallyepresentaticpSampteof 200 Schools

sample /'sa:m.pl @ Tsam-/ verb [T] 1 to taste a small
amount of food or drink to decide whether you like it:
As the food looked so good, he decided to sample a little
from each dish. 2 to experience a place or an activity,
often for the first time: So you're going to sample the
delights/pleasures of the new restaurant?

WORDS THAT GO WITH technology

e have the technulogK to
do sth e advanced/cutting-edge/modern/new techn
logy e the latest technology

technology @ /tek'nol.a.dsi/ @ /-'na:.la-/ noun [C or U]
(the study and knowledge of) the practical, especially in-
dustrial, use of scientific discoveries: computer techno-
logy © Modern technology is amazing, isn't it? o What
this country needs is a long-term policy for investment in
science and technology. oSee also biotechnology.

5 How do I pronounce the word?

( At entries for compounds
(two or more words used
together), stress marks show
you which part or parts of
the compound you should
stress when you say it. The
pronunciation for each word
in a compound is shown at
the entry for that word.

British and American
pronunciations of a word
are shown after the
headword. These are
written using the
International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA). See inside
the back cover of the
dictionary for full
information about the
phonetic symbols.

basketball G @/'baw kll. IPnoun [C or
eams of five
men or six women who score pomts by throwmg a large
ball through an open net hanging from a metal ring

See picture Sports on page Centre 10

- noun [C] a country or
company that is very unsuccessful financially: Twenty
years ago the country was an economic basket case.

6 What else should I know about this word or phrase?

Labels in smatt sLopnG
caritats tell you about how a
word or phrase is used, for
example if it is informal
or humorous.

dipstick /'dip.stik/ noun [c] @: silly person

dip-switch vk /'dip.switf/ noun [c] (us dimmer switch) a
switch for temporarily reducing the brightness of the
lights of a vehicle

dire /daia”/ @ /daw/ adj 1 very serious or extreme: These
people are in dire need of help. o He gave a dire warning
that an earthquake was imminent. © This gecisj
have dire consequences for local people.
bad: I thought that film was dire!

When a label is shown after
a sense number, it is true
only for that sense.
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If a word or meaning of a
word is used only in British
English or only in American
English, this is shown with
the labels UK and US.

If a word has a different
spelling in American and
British English, this is shown.

-
Cross-references help you
learn more vocabulary
connected with a word.
They often refer to words
with similar or contrasting
meanings. If you have the
CD of this dictionary, you
can use the SMART
thesaurus to look up related
words for every sense of

every word.
. J

corn @ /ko:n/ @ /ko:r/ noun [U] 1 UK (the seeds
of) plants, such as wheat, 1aize, oats and barley: a sheaf
of corn o grains of corn e seeds of the maize plant,
or the plant i e Vegetables on page Centre

‘credit ac,count ux noun [c] «;

mal agreement between a shop or oti busEss and a
customer, in which the customer can take goods and
pay the shop or business for them at a later time

di'skal.a @ /-a+/ verb [1 or T] to
(cause something ange from the original colour
and therefore to look unpleasant: The coal fire had dis-
coloured the paintwork. discoloration /diskal.a'rer.[n/
noun [Cor U]

COMMON LEARNER ERROR

chance or lucky?

Chance is not used when you are talking about good things that
happen. In this situation use ‘lucky’

We were lucky because the weather was perfect.

.2+ noun [C] a male ruler

7 DolIneed tolearn this word or phrase?

Many words in this j
dictionary have the labels E,
I, and A. These are the most
important and useful words

to learn. Words labelled E
are ‘essential’ — you should
know them and be able to
use them all. I marks
‘improver” words, and A
marks ‘advanced’ words
that will make your English

/su:n/ adv in or within a short time; before
ng; quickly: She'll soon be here./She’ll be here soon.
o It will soon be impossible for foreigners to enter the
country. © The sooner we leave, the sooner we'’ll get there.
o Soon after agreeing to go, she realized she'd made a
mistake. © How soon (= When) can we sign the contract?
] ”When would you like to meet?” "The sooner the
2 ofl gn't get out of that place soon enough.

© as soon 3 at the same time or a very short time
after: As soon s I saw her, I knew there was something
wrong.
® as soon_as possH If you do something as soon as
possible, you do n as quickly as you can: We need the
repairs done as soon as possible.

@ no sooner... than used to show that one thing happens
immediately after another thing: No sooner had I started
mowing the lawn than it started raining.

° no sooner said than done used to say that you will do

© sooner or Iatel lused to say that you do not know
exactly when something will happen, but you are

really fluent and natural.
. y J

certain that it will happen: Sooner or later she’s going to
realize what a mistake she's made.

e would (just) as soon (aLso would sooner) If you would
(just) as soon do something or would sooner do some-
thing, you would prefer to do it rather than something
else which is possible: "Would you like to go out for
dirzzer?" "I'd just as soon stay in — I'm not feeling very
well.”

If the word you have looked
up is used only in British
English, and a different

word is used in American

English, this is shown

‘Common learner error’
notes show you mistakes
which learners of English
often make, and help you

avoid them. These notes are
based on the Cambridge

Learner Corpus, a huge

collection of real exam texts.

If you have the CD of this
dictionary, you can find
extra example sentences for
these words.
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Numbers that are used as words

You will sometimes find these numbers used like ordinary words in English,

especially in newspapers or on the Internet.

how they are pronounced.

0800 number /u.cit'han.drad,nam.ba’/ noun [c] in the
UK, a free telephone number that begins with 0800,
provided by companies or other organizations offering
advice or information

0898 number /o.cit'nain.eit,nam.bo’/ noun [c] in the
UK, an expensive telephone number that begins with
0898 that is provided by companies offering services
such as CHAT LINES

12A /,twelv'er/ in the UK, a symbol that marks a film that
cannot be legally watched alone by children who are
under twelve years old

15 /nif'tizn/ in the UK, a symbol used to mark a film that
cannot be legally watched by children who are under fif-
teen years old

18 /.c1'tizn/ in the UK, a symbol used to mark a film that
cannot be legally watched by children who are under
eighteen years old

180 / wan'er.ti/ noun [C usually singular] US INFORMAL a
sudden change from a particular opinion, decision or
plan to an opposite one: Jack’s done a 180 and agreed to
come on the trip.

2:1 /tui'wan/ noun [C] (aLso upper second) a degree
qualification from a British university that is below a
first and above a 2:2

2:2 /u:'tu/ noun [c] (aLso lower second) a degree
qualification from a British university that is below a
2:1 and above a third

20/20 vislon / twen.titwen.ti'viz.”n/ noun [s] the ability
to see perfectly, without needing to wear glasses or con-
TACT LENSES: You're so lucky to have 20/20 vision, Dom.

.22 /pamt.tui'tus/ noun [€] a type of gun that fires small
bullets, used especially for hunting small animals

24/7 awen.tifa'sev.on/ @ [-idfor-/ adv, adj INFORMAL
twenty four hours a day, seven days a week: all the
time: We're open for business 24/7. © We offer 24/7 inter-
net access.

24-hour clock /twen.tifo:.rava'klok/ noun [s] the
system of using 24 numbers instead of 12 to refer the
hours in the day

3-D /,0ri:'diz/ in a 3-D film or picture, the objects look real
and solid instead of looking like a normal flat picture: a
3-D effect © These computer games rely on 3-D graphics.
o The picture looks great because it’s in 3-D

This page tells you what they mean and

3G /,0rii'dzii/ adj describes technology that is new and
improved, especially mosiLe pHonEs on which you can use
the Internet, watch television, etc. 3G is short for ‘third
generation’: They invested heavily in 3G mobile phone
networks. © Learn how to create 3G websites.

3Ws /0ri:'dab.l.ju:#/ noun something you can say to
represent ‘Www’ at the beginning of a website address:
The dictionary website is 3Ws dot dictionary dot cam-
bridge dot org.

A5 /[ 1ifarv/ @ / far.ti-/ noun [c] a large type of pisToL
(= small gun)

4WD noun [C or U] WRITTEN ABBREVIATION FOR four-wheel
drive: a vehicle that has power supplied by the engine to
all four wheels so that it can travel easily over difficult
ground

4x4 | f>:.bar'far/ @ /forr.bar'far/ noun [C or U] ABBREVIA-
TiIoN FOR four-wheel drive: a vehicle that has power
supplied by the engine to all four wheels so that it can
travel easily over difficult ground

$64,000 question /sik.sti.foir0au.znd'daz.l> kwes.
tfan/ noun [C usually singular] (azso million dollar question)
an important or difficult question, on which a lot
depends: The $64,000 dollar question is, can we repeat
last year’s success?

800 number /cit'han.drad,nam.ba’ @ /-ba/ noun [c] in
the US, a free telephone number that begins with 800,
provided by companies or other organizations offering
advice or information

900 number /nain'han.drad,nam.ba’/ @ /-ba/ noun (c)
in the US, an expensive telephone number that begins
with 900, provided by companies offering services such
as CHAT LINES

911 /,nain.wan'wan/ the telephone number used in the US
to call the emergency services

9/11 /namn.t'lev.n/ maNLy vs September the eleventh,
written in US style: the date of the attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon in the US in 2001: Since
9/11 there has been more co-operation between Russia
and America.

999 /nam.nam'nain/ the telephone number used in
Britain to call the emergency services: a hoax 999 call
© There’s been an accident — dial 999 and ask for an
ambulance.
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abbey

A (plural A's), a (plural a's) /el noun [c] the 1st
letter of the English alphabet
o from A to B from one place to another: Using this soft-
ware a driver can now work out the quickest route from A
to B.

e from A to Z including everything: This book tells the
story of her life from A to Z.

A /e1/ noun [C or U] (plural A’s or As) a note in West-
ern music: This concerto is in the key of A major.

A Je1r/ noun [C or U] (plural A's or As) a mark in an
exam or for a piece of work that shows that your work
is considered excellent: Sophie got (an) A for English.
o She got straight As (= All her marks were As) in her
end-of-year exams. © vs Jim is a straight A student
(= All his marks are A).

A WRITTEN ABBREVIATION FOR amp ELECTRICITY

a @ weak /a/ STRONG let/ determiner (ALSO
an) 1 used before a noun to refer to a single thing or
person that has not been mentioned before, especially
when you are not referring to a particular thing or
person, or you do not expect listeners or readers to
know which particular thing or person you are refer-
ring to: I've bought a car. © She’s got a boyfriend.
o There was a sudden loud noise. © What a shame that
you couldn’t go to the party. © I heard a child crying. © Is
he a friend of yours (= one of your friends)? 2 used to
state what type of thing or person something or some-
one is: She wants to be a doctor when she grows up.
o This is a very mild cheese. © Experts think the painting
may be a Picasso (= by Picasso). 3 used to mean any or
every thing or person of the type you are referring to:
Can you ride a bike? o A cheetah can run faster than a
lion. o A teacher needs to have a lot of patience. 4 used
before some uncountable nouns when you want to limit
their meaning in some way, such as when describing
them more completely or referring to one example of
them: I only have a limited knowledge of Spanish. © He
has a great love of music. © There was a fierceness in her
voice. 5 used before some nouns of action when refer-
ring to one example of the action: Take a look at this,
Jez. © I'm just going to have a wash. © There was a
knocking at the door. 6 used when referring to a unit or
container of something, especially something you eat or
drink: I'd love a coffee. © All I had for lunch was a
yogurt. 7 used before the first but not the second of two
nouns that are referred to as one unit: a cup and saucer
o a knife and fork 8 used in front of a person’s name
when referring to someone who you do not know:
There’s a Ms Evans to see you. 9 used in front of a
person's family name when they are a member of that
family: Is that a Wilson over there? 10 used before the
name of a day or month to refer to one example of it: My
birthday is on a Friday this year. o It’s been a very wet
June. 11 used before some words that express a
number or amount: a few days © a bit of wool © a lot of
money

COMMON LEARNER ERROR

aoran?

a is used before consonants or before vowels which are pronounced as
consonants.
a dog
a university
an is used hefore vowels.
an old building
el

a WEAK /al STRONG le1/ determiner (ALso an) 1 one: a
hundred © a thousand © a dozen © There were three men
and a woman. 2 used between a fraction and a unit of
measurement: half a mile © a quarter of a kilo o three-
quarters of an hour © six-tenths of a second 3 used when

saying how often something happens in a certain
period: Take one tablet three times a day. © I swim once a
week. 4 used when saying how much someone earns or
how much something costs in a certain period: She
earns $100 000 a year. © My plumber charges £20 an hour.
o I pay £5 a week for my parking permit.

A4/ er'fai/ @ /-'fair/ noun [U), adj paper that is a standard
European size of 21 centimetres by 29.7 centimetres: a
sheet of A4 o A4 paper

AA /,er'et/ noun [C] ABBREVIATION FOR Associate in
Arts: a degree given by an American college to someone
after they have completed a two-year course, or a person
who has this degree

AA /et'el/ group noun [S] ABBREVIATION FOR
Alcoholics Anonymous: an organization for people who
drink too much alcohol and want to cure themselves of
this habit: an AA meeting

the A'A group noun [S] ABBREVIATION FOR the Auto-
mobile Association: a British organization which gives
help and information to drivers who are members of it

AAA /ei1.et'el/ group noun [S] ABBREVIATION FOR American
Automobile Association: an American organization
which gives help and information to drivers who are
members of it

aah /a:/ exclamation ANOTHER SPELLING OF ah

aardvark /'a:d.va:k/ @ /'a:rd.va:rk/ noun [c] an African
mammal with a long nose and large ears which lives
underground and eats insects

AB /,e1'biz/ noun [c] us For BA

aback /2'bxzk/ adv be taken aback to be very shocked or
surprised: I was rather taken aback by her honesty.

abacus /'zb.a.kas/ noun [c] a square or rectangular
frame holding an arrangement of small balls on metal
rods or wires, which is used for counting, adding and
subtracting

abalone /xb.2.'lav.ni/ @ /-'lov.ni/ noun [c] a small edible
sea animal that lives inside a shell that is the shape of
an ear with a white shiny inside

abandon @ /5'ban.dan/ verb [1] to leave a place,
thing or person forever: We had to abandon the car. © By
the time the rebel troops arrived, the village had already
been abandoned. o As a baby he'd been abandoned by his
mother. © We were sinking fast, and the captain gave the
order to abandon ship. abandoned />'ban.dand/ adj: An
abandoned baby was found in a box on the hospital steps.
abandonment /a'ban.dan.mant/ noun [U): The abandon-
ment of the island followed nuclear tests in the area.

abandon @ /5'bzn.dan/ verb [1] to stop doing an
activity before you have finished it: The match was
abandoned at half-time because of the poor weather con-
ditions. © They had to abandon their attempt to climb the
mountain. © The party has now abandoned its policy of
unilateral disarmament. abandonment /a'bzn.dan.mant/
noun [V]

A abandon yourself to sth phrasal verb [R] to allow
yourself to be controlled completely by a feeling or way
of living: He abandoned himself to his emotions.
abandon />'ban.den/ noun LITERARY with (gay/wild)
abandon in a completely uncontrolled way: We danced
with wild abandon.

abase yourself />beis/ verb [R] FormaL to make
yourself seem to be less important or not to deserve
respect abasement /a'ber.smant/ noun [U] ForMAL The pil-
grims knelt in self-abasement.

abashed /2'bz[t/ adj [after verb] embarrassed: He said
nothing but looked abashed.

abate /a'beit/ verb [1] FormaL to become less strong: The
storm/wind/rain has started to abate. © The fighting in
the area shows no sign of abating. ©See also unabated.
abatement /a'bert.mant/ noun [U]

abattoir mamiy vk /'zb.atwar/ @ /-twair/ noun [c]
(mainLy vs slaughterhouse) a place where animals are
killed for their meat

abbess /'zb.cs/ noun [c] a woman who is in charge of a
CONVENT

abbey /'zb.i/ noun [c] a building where monks or nuns
live or used to live. Some abbeys are now used as
churches: Westminster Abbey




abbot
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abbot /'xzb.ot/ noun [c] a man who is in charge of a
MONASTERY

abbreviate /o'bri:.vi.eit/ verb [T usually passive] to make a
word or phrase shorter by using only the first letters of
each word: ‘Daniel’ is often abbreviated to ‘Dan’. o ‘Chief
Executive Officer’ is abbreviated as ‘CEO’. abbreviated
/a'briz.vi.el.tid/ @ /-t1d/ adj: ‘Di’ is the abbreviated form
of ‘Diane’. abbreviation @ /o,briz.vi'er.f’n/ noun [C]:
‘ITV’ is the abbreviation for ‘Independent Television’.

ABC /,e1.biz'siz/ noun [S] (us usvaLLy ABCs) INFOR-
maL 1 the alphabet: He’s learning his ABC at school. 2
basic information about a subject: What I need is a book
that contains the ABC of carpentry.

ABC /,e1.biz'siz/ group noun [S] ABBREVIATION FOR
American Broadcasting Company: an organization that
broadcasts on television in the US

the ,AB'C[AUSTRALIAN V] group noun [S] ABBREVIATION FOR
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation: an organiza-
tion that broadcasts on radio and television in Australia
and is paid for by the government

abdicate /'zb.di.keit/ verb [I or T] If a king or
queen abdicates, they make a formal statement that
they no longer want to be king or queen: King Edward
VIII abdicated (the British throne) in 1936 so that he
could marry Mrs Simpson, a divorced woman. abdica-
tion /,&b.di'ke1.[*n/ noun [C or U]

abdicate /'ab.di.keit/ verb FORMAL DISAPPROVING
abdicate responsibility to stop controlling or
managing something that you are in charge of: She was
accused of abdicating all responsibility for the project.
abdication /,zb.dr'ker.[>n/ noun [U] FormAL The council
denied that their decision represented any abdication of
responsibility.

abdomen /'zb.da.mon/ noun [C] sPEciaLIZED the lower
part of a person’s or animal’s body, which contains the
stomach, bowels and other organs, or the end of an in-
sect’s body abdominal /zb'dom.i.nol/ @ /-'da:r.mea-/ adj:
abdominal pains
abdominals /zb'dom.1.nalz/ @ /-'da:.ma-/ plural noun
(mvrForRMAL abs) muscles in the abdomen

abduct /zb'dakt/ verb [1] to force someone to go some-
where with you, often using threats or violence: The
company director was abducted from his car by terror-
ists. abduction /&b'dak.[?n/ noun [C or U]: There has been
a series of abductions of young children from schools in
the area. © He was charged with abduction. abductor
/&b'dak.ta/ @ /-t2/ noun [C]: She was tortured by her
abductors.

aberrant /o'ber.’nt/ adj Formar different from what is
typical or usual, especially in an unacceptable way:
aberrant behaviour/sexuality

aberration /=b.a'rer.f>n/ noun [C or U] FORMAL a
temporary change from the typical or usual way of
behaving: In a moment of aberration, she agreed to go
with him. o I'm sorry I'm late — I had a mental aberra-
tion and forgot we had a meeting today.

abet />'bet/ verb [1] (-tt-) to help or encourage someone to
do something wrong or illegal: His accountant had
aided and abetted him in the fraud. abettor /a'bet.o"/ @
/-'bet.a/ noun [C]

abeyance />'ber.ants/ noun [U] ForMAL a state of not
happening or being used at present: Hostilities between
the two groups have been in abeyance since last June.
o The project is being held in abeyance until agreement
is reached on funding it.

abhor /2'ba:"/ @ /zb'hair/ verb [T not continuous] (-rr-) FOR-
MAL to hate a way of behaving or thinking, often because
you think it is immoral: I abhor all forms of racism.
abhorrent /a'bor.>nt/ @ /eb'hoir-/ adj ForRMAL morally
very bad: an abhorrent crime o Racism of any kind is
abhorrent to me. abhorrence /a'bor.’nts/ @ /ab'hor-/
noun [S or U] ForRmAL She looked at him in/with
abhorrence. © She has an abhorrence of change.

abide /a'baid/ verb (1 usually + adv or prep] OLD USE to live or
stay somewhere: He abided in the wilderness for forty

days.

e can't abide sb/sth If you can’t abide someone or some-
thing, you dislike them very much: I can’t abide her.
© He couldn’t abide laziness.

A abide by sth phrasal verb to accept or obey an agree-
ment, decision or rule: Competitors must abide by the
Judge’s decision.

abiding />'bar.din/ adj [before noun] describes a feeling or
memory that you have for a long time: My abiding
memory is of him watering his plants in the garden.

WORDS THAT GO WITH ability

demonstrate/have/possess ability  lack ability e lose
the ability to do sth e affect/limit sb’s ability to do sth
 innate/instinctive/natural ability  amazing/remark-
able/uncanny ability e proven ability

ability @ />'bilrti/ @ /-a.ti/ noun [C or U] the
physical or mental power or skill needed to do some-
thing: There’s no doubting her ability. o [+ to infinitive] She
had the ability to explain things clearly and concisely.
o She’s a woman of considerable abilities. © I have child-
ren in my class of very mixed abilities (= different levels
of skill or intelligence). © a mixed ability class ©See also
able can po; able skiLFuL.

-ability [-a.bil.1.ti/ @ [-a.ti/ suffix (aLso -ibility)
used to form nouns from adjectives ending in ‘-able’ or
‘ible’, to mean the quality of being the stated adjective:
suitability o stability

abject /'&b.d3ekt/ adj ForMAL abject misery/
poverty/terror, etc. when someone is extremely un-
happy, poor, frightened, etc: They live in abject poverty.
o This policy has turned out to be an abject failure.

abject /'&b.dzekt/ adj FOrRMAL showing
no pride or respect for yourself: an abject apology © He
is almost abject in his respect for his boss. abjectly
['zb.dzekt.li/ adv

abjure /3b'd3ue/ @ /-dzur/ verb [T] FORMAL to state pub-
licly that you no longer agree with a belief or way of
behaving: He abjured his religion/his life of dissipation.

ablaze /a'bleiz/ adj [after verb] 1 burning very
strongly: The house was ablaze, and the flames and
smoke could be seen for miles around. 2 brightly lit or
brightly coloured: The ballroom was ablaze with lights.
o The field was ablaze with poppies and wild flowers.

ablaze /a'bleiz/ adj [after verb] full of energy,
interest or emotion: Her eyes were ablaze with excite-
ment.

able @ /'c1.bl/ adj be able to do sth to have the
necessary physical strength, mental power, skill, time,
money or opportunity to do something: Will she be able
to cope with the work? o He’s never been able to admit to
his mistakes. © I'm sorry that I wasn’t able to phone you
yesterday. o It’s so wonderful being able to see the sea
from my window. See also ability Power.

USAGE

able or can/could?
Able is used with modal and auxiliary verbs, where can or could are
not grammatically possible.

1 might not be able to attend the meeting.

I've never been able to understand him.

able /'er.bl/ adj clever or good at what you do: an
able child/student/secretary © This problem is now being
looked at by some of the ablest minds/scientists in the
country. ©See also ability POWER.
ably /'e1.bli/ adv: He performs his duties very ably (= skil-
fully).

-able /-a.bl/ suffix (aLso -ible) added to verbs to
form adjectives which mean able to receive the action of
the stated verb: breakable © washable © moveable

-able /-a.bl/ suffix (aLso -ible) added to verbs
to form adjectives which mean worth receiving the
action of the stated verb: an admirable person o an
acceptable answer

able-bodied /ei.bI'bod.id/ @ /-'ba:.did/ adj describes
someone who is healthy and has no illness, injury or
condition that makes it difficult to do the things that
other people do: All able-bodied young men were forced to
Jjoin the army. the ,able-'bodied plural noun: It is hard
for the able-bodied to understand the difficulties that dis-
abled people encounter in their daily lives.



Important words to learn: @ Essential @ Improver @€ Advanced

above board

ablution />'blu:.[°n/ noun [U] ForMAL the act of washing
yourself: Ablution is part of some religious ceremonies.
ablutions /2'blu:.[>nz/ plural noun HUMOROUS I must just
perform my ablutions (= wash myself)!

abnormal @ /zb'no:.mal/ @ /-'noir-/ adj different from
what is usual or average, especially in a way that is bad:
abnormal behaviour/weather/conditions © Tests revealed
some abnormal skin cells.
abnormality /,&b.no:'mal.2.ti/ @ /-noir'mal.a.ti/ noun [C or
U] something abnormal, usually in the body: genetic/
congenital abnormalities © An increasing number of tests
are available for detecting foetal abnormalities. © The
X-rays showed some slight abnormality. abnormally /zb-
'‘nor.m?Li/ @ /-'noir-/ adv: The success rate was abnorm-
ally high.

Abo /'zb.oo/ @ /-ou/ noun [C] (plural Abos) Avs an
Aborigine. This word is generally considered offensive.

aboard @ />'bo:d/ @ /-'baird/ adv, prep used when talk-
ing about getting onto a ship, aircraft, bus or train: The
flight attendant welcomed us aboard. © Welcome aboard
flight BA345 to Tokyo. o The train’s about to leave. All
aboard! o We spent two months aboard ship (= on the
ship).

abode />'baud/ @ /-'boud/ noun [C usually singular] the place
where someone lives: rormAL The defendant is of no
fixed abode (= has no permanent home). © HUMOROUS
Welcome to my humble abode!

abolish @ /2'bol.if/ @ /-'ba:.lif/ verb [1] to end an
activity or custom officially: I think bullfighting should
be abolished. © National Sevice was abolished in Britain
in 1962. abolition /@b.a'lif.>n/ noun [U): the abolition of
slavery
abolitionist /,xb.2'lif.>n.1st/ noun [C] a person who sup-
ports the abolition of something

abominable />'bom.i.na.bl @ /-'ba:.mi-/ adj very bad
or unpleasant: The prisoners are forced to live in abomin-
able conditions. © The weather’s been abominable all
week. abominably /2'bom.1.na.bli/ @ /-'ba:.mi-/ adv: He
behaved abominably towards her.

a bominable 'snowman noun [c] a yeti

abomination />bom.i'ner.f’n/ @ /-bar.mi-/ noun [c]
rormAL something that disgusts you: Foxhunting is an
abomination.
abominate /a>'bom.i.nert/ @ /-'ba:.mi-/ verb [T not contin-
uous] FORMAL to hate something very much: He
abominates cruelty of all kinds.

aboriginal /xb.o'nids.1.nal/ adj describes a person or
living thing that has existed in a country or continent
since the earliest time known to people: aboriginal
forests o aboriginal inhabitants

Aborigine /xb.a'rid3.’n.i/ noun [c] a member of the
race of dark-skinned people who were the first people to
live in Australia Aboriginal /zb.a'rid3.1.nal/ adj:
Aboriginal art/traditions
Aboriginal /,zb.2'r1d3.1.nal/ noun [C] an Aborigine

abort /a'bat/ @ /-'bort/ verb [T] to cause something
to stop or fail before it begins or before it is complete:
The plan/flight had to be aborted at the last minute.
abortion /2'ba:.[>n/ @ /-'boir-/ noun [c] sLANG a failure:
This project is a complete abortion.
abortive /2'ba:.tiv/ @ /-'boir.tiv/ adj FORMAL describes an
attempt or plan that you have to give up because it has
failed: He made two abortive attempts on the French
throne.

abort [END PREGNANCY] /o'ba:t/ @ /-'barrt/ verb 1 [1] to stop
the development of a baby that has not been born, usu-
ally by having a medical operation: Do you think it’s
wrong to use aborted foetuses for medical research? 2 [i]
another word for miscarry, see at miscarriage
abortion @ /a'bs:.[*n/ @ /-'bair-/ noun [C or U] the inten-
tional ending of a pregnancy, usually by a medical
operation: She decided to have/get an abortion. o Abor-
tion is restricted in some American states. ©Compare mis-
carriage; stillbirth.
abortionist /a'bo:r.[>n.ist/ @ /-'boir-/ noun [C] a person
who performs abortions to end unwanted pregnancies,
often illegally and for money

abound /s'baund/ verb [I] to exist in large numbers:
Theories abound about how the earth began.

A abound in/with sth phrasal verb If something abounds
in/with other things, it has a lot of them: The coast here
abounds with rare plants.

about @ />'bauvt/ prep on the subject of;
connected with: What’s that book about? o a film about
the Spanish Civil War o We were talking/laughing about
Sophie. o He’s always (going) on about what a great job
he’s got. © I'm worried about David. o I really don’t know
what all the fuss is about. o I wish you'd do something
about (= take action to solve the problem of) your bed-
room — it’s a real mess. © vk INFORMAL Could you make me
a coffee too while you're about it (= while you are mak-
ing one for yourself)? © What didn’t you like about the
play? o There’s something about (= in the character of)
her attitude that worries me. © There’s something
special about him (= in his character). © "Is that your
car?" "Yes, what about it (= why are you asking me)?"
# This is sometimes said in an angry or threatening way.

e How/What about? used when suggesting or offering
something to someone: How about a trip to the zoo this
afternoon? o "Coffee, Sarah?" "No, thanks." "What about
you, Kate?"

about @ />'baut/ adv a little more or less
than the stated number or amount; approximately:
about six feet tall o about two months ago © "What time
are you leaving work today?" "About five.” o We’re about
(= almost) ready to leave. © Well, I think that’s about it
Jor now (= we have almost finished what we are doing
for the present).

about [N PLACE] vk @ /2'baut/ adv, prep, adj [after verb]
(us around) positioned or moving in or near a place,
often without a clear direction, purpose or order: She
always leaves her clothes lying about on the floor. o They
heard someone moving about outside. o I've been running
about all morning trying to find you. © uk FORMAL Do you
have such a thing as a pen about you/your person
(= Have you got a pen)? o Is John about (= somewhere
near)? o There’s a lot of flu about (= many people have
it) at the moment.

about @ /a'baut/ adj be about to do stk to be
going to do something very soon: I was about to leave
when Mark arrived. o She looked as if she was about to
cry.

about-turn vk /3 baut'tain/ @ /-tzan/ noun [c] (us
about-face) 1 a change of direction: I'd only gone a little
way down the street when I remembered I hadn’t locked
the door, so I made/did a quick about-turn and ran back
to the house. 2 a complete change of opinion or
behaviour: This is the Government’s second about-turn
on the issue.

above @ /5'bav/ adv, prep in or to a
higher position than something else: There's a mirror
above the washbasin. o He waved the letter excitedly
above his head. © She’s rented a room above a shop.
© Her name comes above mine on the list. © The helicopter
was hovering above the building.

above @ /3'bav/ adv, prep 1 more than an
amount or level: It says on the box it’s for children aged
three and above. © Rates of pay are above average.
o Temperatures rarely rise above zero in winter. o She
values her job above her family. o They value their free-
dom above (and beyond) all else. 2 above all most
importantly: Above all, I'd like to thank my family.

above @ />'bav/ adv, adj When used in a piece
of writing, above means higher on the page, or on a pre-
vious page: Please send the articles to the address given
above.

the a'bove plural noun all the people or things listed
earlier: All of the above should be invited.

above @ />'bav/ adv, prep in a more important or
advanced position than someone else: Sally’s a grade
above me.

above /a'bav/ adv, prep too good or
important for something: No one is above suspicion in
this matter. © He’s not above lying (= he sometimes lies)
to protect himself.

a bove 'board adj [after verb] describes a plan or busi-
ness agreement that is honest and not trying to deceive
anyone: The deal was completely open and above board.




above-mentioned
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above-mentioned /> bav'men.t[°nd/ adj FORMAL refers
to things or people in a document or book that have
been mentioned earlier: All of the above-mentioned films
won Oscars. ©Compare undermentioned.

abracadabra /zb.ra.ka'dzb.ra/ exclamation said by
someone who is performing a magic trick, in order to
help them perform it successfully

abrade /s'breid/ verb [1] specIALIZED to remove part of
the surface of something by rubbing

abrasion /o'bre1.3°n/ noun speciaLizep 1 [U] the process
of rubbing away the surface of something: There seems
to have been some abrasion of the surface. 2 [C] a place
where the surface of something, such as skin, has been
rubbed away: She had a small abrasion on her knee.

abrasive [a'bre1.siv/ noun [c] a sub-
stance used for rubbing away the surface of something,
usually to clean it or make it shiny: You'll need a strong
abrasive for cleaning this sink. abrasive /a'brer.siv/ adj:
an abrasive cleaner/powder/liquid

abrasive /a'brer.siv/ adj rude and un-
friendly: She has a rather abrasive manner. abrasively
/a'brer.siv.li/ adv abrasiveness /2'brei.siv.nas/ noun [U]

abreast /a'brest/ adv 1 describes two or more people
who are next to each other and moving in the same
direction: We were running/cycling two abreast. © The
motorcyclist came abreast of her car and shouted abuse
at her. 2 keep abreast of sth to stay informed about
the most recent facts about a subject or situation: I try to
keep abreast of any developments.

abridge /5'brid3/ verb [1] to make a book, play or piece
of writing shorter by removing details and unimportant
information: The book was abridged for -children.
abridged /a'bridzd/ adj: I've only read the abridged
edition/version of her novel. abridgment, abridgement
/a'bridz.mant/ noun [C or U]

abroad @ /a'broid/ adj [after verb], adv in
or to a foreign country or countries: He’s currently
abroad on business. © We always go abroad in the
summer.

abroad /a'bro:d/ adj [after verb] 1 LITERARY OR OLD USE
outside; not at home: Not a soul was abroad that morn-
ing. 2 FOrRMAL describes ideas, feelings and opinions that
are shared by many people: There’s a rumour abroad
that she intends to leave the company.

abrogate /'zb.rov.geit/ @ /-ra-/ verb [T] FORMAL to end a
law, agreement or custom formally: The treaty was
abrogated in 1929. abrogation /b.rav'ger.[>n/ @ /-ra-/
noun [S or U] FORMAL

abrupt € />'brapt/ adj describes something
that is sudden and unexpected, and often unpleasant: an
abrupt change/movement © Qur conversation came to an
abrupt end when George burst into the room. o The road
ended in an abrupt (= sudden and very steep) slope down
to the sea. abruptly /o'brapt.li/ adv: The talks ended
abruptly when one of the delegations walked out in
protest. abruptness /a'brapt.nas/ noun [U]

abrupt /a'brapt/ adj using too few words
when talking, in a way that seems rude and unfriendly:
an abrupt manner/reply o He is sometimes very abrupt
with clients. abruptly /a'brapt.lii adv abruptness />-
'brapt.nas/ noun [U]

ABS /e1.bir'es/ noun [U] ABBREVIATION FOR anti-lock brak-
ing system: a brake fitted to some road vehicles that pre-
vents skIDDING (= uncontrolled sliding) by reducing the
effects of sudden braking

abs /xbz/ plural noun INFORMAL ABDOMINAL muscles:
exercises to tone/build up your abs

abscess /'zb.ses/ noun [c] a painful swollen area on or
in the body, which contains pus (= thick, yellow liquid):
She had an abscess on her gum.

abscond /b'skond/ @ /-'skaind/ verb [I] to go
away suddenly and secretly in order to escape from
somewhere: Two prisoners absconded last night. o She
absconded from boarding school with her boyfriend.
absconder /zb'skon.do/ @ /-'ska:n.da/ noun [C]: A 14
year-old absconder from a children’s home in Bristol was
found alive and well in London this morning.

abscond /eeb'skond/ @ /-'skaind/ verb [I] to go
away suddenly and secretly because you have stolen

something, usually money: They absconded with £10 000
of the company’s money.

abseil vx /'zb.sei1l/ verb [i] (us rappel) to go down a very
steep slope by holding on to a rope which is fastened to
the top of the slope: She abseiled down the rock face.
abseil vk /'zb.seil/ noun [c] (us rappel)

absence @ /'zb.s>nts/ noun [C or U] when
someone is not where they are usually expected to be: A
new manager was appointed during/in her absence.
o She has had repeated absences from work this year.
e Absence makes the heart grow fonder. saving This
means that we feel more affection for people we love
when they are not with us.
absent @® /'zb.s°nt/ adj not in the place where you are
expected to be, especially at school or work: John has
been absent from school/work for three days now. o We
drank a toast to absent friends.
ab'sent yourself /xb'sent/ verb [R] FORMAL to not go to a
place where you are expected to be, especially a school
or place of work: You cannot choose to absent yourself
(from work/school) on a whim.
absentee /&b.s’n'tiz/ noun [C] someone who is not at
school or work when they should be: There are several
absentees in the school this week, because a lot of people
have got flu. absenteeism / &b.s’n'tir.1.z’m/ noun [u]: The
high rate of absenteeism is costing the company a lot of
money.

absence [NoT exisTinG] €9 /'zb.s’nts/ noun [U] when some-
thing does not exist: He drew attention to the absence of
concrete evidence against the defendant. o In the absence
of (= because there were not) more suitable candidates,
we decided to offer the job to Mr Conway.
absent /'zb.s’nt/ adj not present: Any sign of remorse
was completely absent from her face.

absent /'zb.snt/ adj describes a person or the expres-
sion on their face when they are not paying attention to
what is happening near them, and are thinking about
other things
absent /'zb.s’nt/ prep us in the absence of; without:
Absent a detailed plan, the project was doomed from the
start. absently /'zb.s*nt. li/ adv

,absentee 'ballot us noun [C] (aus absentee vote) a
piece of paper which voters who are unable to be pre-
sent at an election can vote on and send in by post

,absentee 'landlord noun [c] a person who rents out
a house, apartment or farm to someone, but rarely or
never visits it

absent-minded /zb.s’nt'main.did/ adj describes
someone who tends to forget things or does not pay
attention to what is happening near them because they
are thinking about other things absent-mindedly /,zb.-
snt'main.did.li/ adv: She absent-mindedly left her
umbrella on the bus. absent-mindedness /axb.s’nt-
‘main.did.nas/ noun [U]

absinthe, absinth /'=b.s&0/ /-sintd/ @ /--/ noun [u] a
strong alcoholic drink which is green and has a bitter
taste

absolute @ /zb.sa'lust/ /'—/ adj 1 very
great or to the largest degree possible: a man of absolute
integrity/discretion o I have absolute faith in her judg-
ment. © There was no absolute proof of fraud. 2 [before
noun] used when expressing a strong opinion: He’s an
absolute idiot! o That’s absolute rubbish!
absolutely @ /,zb.sa'lu:t.li/ /' -/ adv 1 completely: I
believed/trusted him absolutely. o You must be absolutely
silent or the birds won’t appear. © We've achieved
absolutely nothing today. 2 used for adding force to a
strong adjective which is not usually used with ‘very’,
or to a verb expressing strong emotion: It’s absolutely
impossible to work with all this noise. © The food was
absolutely disgusting/delicious. o I absolutely loathe/
adore jazz. 3 used as a way of strongly saying ‘ves’: "It
was an excellent film, though." "Absolutely!” 4
absolutely not used as a way of strongly saying ‘no”:
"Are you too tired to continue?" "Absolutely not!"

absolute /,&b.sa'luit/ /'---/ adj [before noun]
not dependent on anything else; true, right, or the same
in all situations: an absolute law/principle/doctrine © Do
you think there’s such a thing as absolute truth/beauty?



