A e g

THE CHINESE ARMY
AS A

MILITARY FORCE.

RY LAWRENCE IMPEY.




THE CHINESE ARMY
AS A
MILITARY FORCE






THE CHINESE ARMY

AS A

MILITARY FORCE.

BY
LAWRENCE IMPEY.

SECOND
AND ENLARGED EDITION

Illustrated with two sketch maps and many photo-
graphs taken by the author.  Acknowledgements
are due to Mr. E. A. Kinnaird for his kindness
in supplying several pictures of the war of $925.

TIENTSIN

TIENTSIN PRESS, LIMITED.
1926.




Printed and Published by

THE TIENTSIN PRESS, LIMITED,
181 Victoria Road, Tientsin China.



CONTENTS

CHAPTER PAGE
I.—The Chinese Army Considered as a
Military Force ..................c..oeeeen. 9
I —Infantry ..., 14
III.—Cavalry ...........c..ooiii, .21
IV.—Artillery ... 23
V.—Aviationt .........cocoeviviiiiiiiinenen 27
VI.—Transportation ....................co.eee. 30
VII.2Commissariat ................coeeviiiiinnn. 33
VIII.—Medical COTPS ....cvvvviviiiiiniiiiininnen. 36
IX.—Conclusions ...............cooiiivnnininen. 38
X.—The Civil War of 1925 ..................... 43

XI.—Sketch Mapg .......cccccovvimuiiinieiinnnnen. 57






LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Frontispiece
Marshal Wu Pei-fu oot v e v
Marshal Feng Yu-hstang ....coovvvviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiininven .
Marshal Chang Tso-IIn ......oovniieniiii e reeeeeraeaens v
General Li Ching-lin .........cccoovvieriiiiiii e ve
Marshal Wu's Bodyguard ..........cc.oeviiiiiierieniieiiiiinninnnn, .
Facing Page
Marshal Wu's Officers Training Corps. ........cevvveeneeennn... 10
14th Division Disembarking at Chinwangtao ...................... 10
A Camp Cooker in Use .....ooevniiiiiiiiiiiniiiieiiisiiaeee i, 10
Evacuating Refugees from Shanhaikwan ....................o...... 10
Infantry Bivouaced at Shanhaikwan ..............ccoccooeiveinnn..l. 12
Stretcher Cases at Chinwangtao ............cooceueeevveneneeennnn... 14
Modes of Military Transportation ................ccccvevveeeennn... 14
An Infantry Picket on Duty ..........cooveemviiiiiiiniiiieiinnn, 14
An Officer and Despatch Carrier .......c...evvnn.nl. SO 14
Prisoners at Chinwangtao .............c.ocooveveeiviieeeiveeeininnn, 14
Wireless Operating at Chinwangtao ................ccecevveeion. . 14
An Aeroplane Bomb .............coooiiiiii e, 14
Artillery in Action Near Shihmenchai ...............ovvvvnveeee.. 14
Engines as Means of Transportation ...............ccovvvunennon. 16
Machine Guns Going into AcOon .........ccovvveveneevvenerennnnn, 18
Infantry Taking Cover ..............ccovevvviiiivmiimeenennnnernn, 18
Infantry Advancing Under fire ..ooovvveeonno.. . renerenennenne 20
Commissariat at Chinwangtao Harbour. ..........coevvvvonvironnn, 22
A Camp Kitchen at Chinwangtao ..........co.coeeerereennen... . 22
Infantry under fire at Shihmenchai ............cccco.oovvioniil. e 22
- Antillery in Grave Mounds .........c.coovnviveveneeeeiiiii 22
Refugees Behind the Great Wall ..........c...o.ooooiviiniio0. 22
Wu's Troops Surrender at Tientsin ...,. et —————— 22
The Tin Hat Brigade at the Front er et e e 22
Machine Gun Guard af Headquarters .............................. 22
Gun Crew put out of Action ...........c.ccvvveeverereseeniann, 24
Field Telephone with the Artillery ................ccvovvveiil 24

Dug Outs for the Artillery ........ccovvvviviveiiieeeneniineeinsinnns 26



Armoured Motors at Chinwangtao .............coevvuviuvrenneeenss 26

Wireless Plant at Wu's Headquarters .....................ccce...... 28
Anti-Aircraft Gun at Chinwangtas ................covvnvvvennenn... 28
The Aftermath of War ................... et e 28
Camels as Ammunition Carriers .............c.coeeevvevveveeennn.n. 30
Farmers as Ammunition Carriers e e 32
Artillery Camouflaged in Kaoliang ................ocoovvvvevv 0l 32
Attillery in Action, Shihmenchai ...............ccccevvvinniiiiin, 34
Infantry Taking Cover from Machine Gun Fire .................. 34
Bringing up Ammunition and Reinforcements ..................... 34
Wounded Waiting Transportation ... .............oovvvvivvvnin, 36
Disembarkation of 14th Division at Chinwangtao ............... 38
Feng's Soldiers Capture Tientsin Station ........................ 38
A Commissariat Train with Flour .........c..coooovveveiiiii., 38
Feng's Men Entrenching at Yangtsun ...............ccceoovvvnnn... 40
Disembarking Artillery at Chinwangtao ........................... 42
The International Train .............cccoveivvveinnivnireenenann... 42
Feng’s Soldiers Enter Tientsin November, 1924 ............... 44
Feng's Troops Leave Peking November, 1925 ............... 46
Light Artillery on Mules Leaving Peking .........cccovv........ 48
A Machine Gun in Adtion near Peitsang ...........c...ou...... 50
A Machine Gun Guard for Deserters ................couu....e. 52
Li Ching-lin’s Infaniry Molding a Ditch .........cccvvvenn.e... 54
Li's Troops Falling Back on Tientsin ..............ccovvvueenneeeen 54
The Chinese Red Crass at Peitsang ..omvvevevvvenerinreninneannn, 54

Armoured Train with éV1achine @Bun; A Stokes Mortar in Action; Cgneral
Li Wen-san at Peitsang; The Retreat of the Guns; Japanese Machine
Gun Téest Guarding Tientsin; Li Ching-lin’s Gunners in Action; Cavalry
and Infantry in Full Retreat; Feng Yu-hsiang’s Troops Again Occupy

Tientsin; Map of Shanhaikwan Area, 1924 and Map of Tientsin Area,

1925 fo“ov.ving\Page 56.



THE CHINESE ARMY
AS A

MILITARY FORCE

CHAPTER ONE.

Recent events throughout China seem to in-
dicate that sooner or later there will be a definite
clash between the military forces of the Republic
and the armies of some foreign Power or Powers.
This struggle appears to be inevitable not so much
from animosities existing betweeni the Chinese and
any alien race as from the ultimate force of econ-
omic conditions, which, unless some measure of
birth control comes into play, will compel an over-
populated East to wage an economic war upon the
commercialised West. Granting this premise, it is
of the utmost interest to gather together what data
is available on the military forces of China, and
from this to obtain some idea of their strength and
the probable outcome of any conflict with a foreign
Power or Powers.

Such an estimate can best be derived from a
consideration of the civil war of 1924 between
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Marshals Chang Tso-lin and Wu Pei-fu, leading
the Fengtien and Chihli forces respectively, and as
the writer was attached to Marshal Wu Pei-fu’s
Staff Headquarters during the whole struggle in
the capacity of special war correspondent he
ventures to examine below the conditions existing
in and the efficiency of the Chinese army as it
appeared to him during this interesting period. In
this connection it is particularly necessary to re-
member that the war was in reality the first genuine
test ito which the bulk of the army had been sub-
jected, from the point of view of the military
standards of other nations, for the other civil war
of 1922 was so brief and one combatant party so
inefficient that no judgment as to the real value
of a Chinese fighting unit could be formed. The
only opinion regarding that struggle which has
remained in the writer’s mind after the lapse of
three years is to the effect that the quality of the
troops of General Feng Yu-hsiang was in the main
responsible for the defeat, of Marshal Chang Tso-lin
and the unexpectedly sudden victory of Wu Pei-fu,
though it must be admitted that the strategy of the
campaign with its night march and flank attack
was formulated by -Marshal Wu and that much. of
the credit is therefore due to him. It is unfortunate
that the recent struggle has afforded no opportun-
ity of. proving or disproving the excellence of
General Feng Yu-hsiang’s soldiers, for beyond a
route march to the Jehol area at the beginning of
the war and the spectacular coup d’etat by which
Peking was seized on October 23rd and the govern-
ment of the Chihli party overthrown, these divisions
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had practically nothing to do with the conduct of
the war in the sense of military conflict. It must
seem somewhat extraordinary to the ordinary
observer that an army composed of some of the
best troops in China could thus remain inactive
during the whole of a campaign, but it may
be pointed out in this connection that the con-
ditions prevailing in the Chinese Republic at the
present time are such as obtain in no other country
in the world, politics being intermingled with and
influencing military strategy to an extent which is
almost unbelievable elsewhere.

For example, it is difficult to comprehend why
Marshal Wu Pei-fu allowed General Feng Yu-
hsiang to remain ini command of the army destined
for the Jehol front, when he must have realised by
his attitude at the previous Cabinet councils in
Peking that his loyalty was uncertain, unless one
recognises the complexity of the political influences
that were operating behind' the scenes, and which
not only kept Feng in his post as generalissimo of
an important sector but also enabled him to take
with him a far greater proportion of heavy artillery
and ammunition than was necessary for the moun-
tain regions in which his troops were supposed to
operate. Furthermore, the Christian General also
received an aviation force which was practically
useless, terrain suitable for aerodromes being al-
most undiscoverable in the Jehol area, while the
nature of the enemy positions rendered both obser-
vation and bombing flights extremely difficult.

One cannot believe that Marshal Wu Pei-fu,
for he is admittedly a capable general, would begin
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his campaign with an error of this magnitude and
follow it up with such a blunder as the appointment
of Tsao Ying to command the 26th Division at
Shanhaikwan, unless the strongest political influ-
ences had been brought to bear upon him. When
these two fatal mistakes are considered from a
strategic point of view it is difficult to decide which
was the more important of them, but after consider-
able reflection the writer is inclined to favour the
latter, on the grounds that the loss of the Chiu Men
passes by the 26th Division under Tsao Ying led to
the partial collapse of the initial campaign, secure
in the knowledge of which General Feng was em-
boldened to attempt his coup d’etat.

From a military viewpoint the Chiu Men dis-
aster is almost incomprehensible, for anyone who
has visited the spot will recognise thag it is a posi-
tion which is so strong as to be practically im-
pregnable as long as the defending force’s ammuni-
tion holds out, and the only satisfactory reason
which has been advanced for the lost of the passes
is based on a peculiarity in the formation of the
Chinese army which is worthy of particular atten-
tion. The Chinese, whether he be soldier or bandit,
is capable of the strongest sense of loyalty to some
one leader, and if this commander be removed for
one reasoli or another, the unit which he has con-
trolled is slow to transfer its allegiance to a new-
comer. This factor is said to have been the de-
cisive one in the fight for Chiy Men, for a general
of brigade in the Chihli defensive troops was super-
seded, with the result that the unit which he had
commanded refused at the critical moment to obey
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the orders of a new officer, and this defection
appears to have caused a panicstricken retreat on
the part of the whole 26th Division. It was the
more regrettable that this defeat occurred when it
did from the fact that Marshal Wu Pei-fu; had not
yet arrived at Chinwangtao, for the writer is of the
opinion that had the Generalissimo been present at
headquarters he would undoubtedly have devised
some meanis to speedily restore the situation, which
as it was, became graver from day to day and
ultimately proved to be the turning point of the
whole campaign on the Shanhaikwan front. The
writer accompanied Marshal Wu’s special train
when it left Peking on October 11th, and was with
it until the war was concluded by Wu Pei-fu’s flight
from Tientsin on November 3rd, so that he had
ample opportunity to observe the troops compos-
ing the Chihli army in all the stages of their
advance and retreat. For the purpose of estimating
the practical military value of these as efficient
fighting units it seems best to classify them under
the headings of the different branches of the service,
and to consider each separately before judging
them as a coordinated whole.



CHAPTER TWO.

INFANTRY,

The rank and file of Wu Pei-fu’s troops varied
very greatly both from the point of view of physical
fitness and military training, and from the quality
of their morale and their steadfastness in adversity.
If one considers at one end of the scale the 26th
Division under Tsao Ying, which was not only
badly led by an incompetent officer but was also
ill-disciplined and poorly drilled in all those func-
tions which go to make up a first class fighting
unit, one will probably contrast it with the highly
efficient 3rd Division, its complete antithesis. The
3rd Division had had the good fortune to be under
Wu Pei-fu’s personal supervision for some time,
and with the 14th and 24th was considered the best
body of troops at his command, so that it was par-
ticularly significant to find all three divisions
located on the Shihmenchai front by October 18th.
They were unfortunate in that they were being used
as emergency troops in an endeavour to restore a
most threatening situation, for the incompetency
and cowardice of the 26th Division was really res-
ponsible for the extremely difficult task with which

14
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they were confronted. The Fengtien troops had
pushed through the Chiu Men pass so rapidly after
its unexpected capture as to reach Shihmenchai
before Marshal Wu was informed as to the situa-
tion, and by the time that he reached Chinwangtao
Chang Tso-lin’s troops had completed their south-
ward march from Chiu Men and were facing east
on the immediate flank of the Chihli line of com-
munications. This" had created a threat to the
strategy of the campaign which rendered any ad-
vance at Shanhaikwan both unlikely and danger-
ous until the Chiu Men position could be regained,
and it was towards that end that Wu Pei-fu direct-
ed all his energies immediately on his arrival at
the field headquarters at Chinwangtao. It was
interesting to note that the Generalissimo realised
the position almost immediately the staff train
reached Shanhaikwan, for whereas it had proceed-
ed through Chinwangtao without a stop, as soon
as Wu Pei-fu had conversed with his generals for
teny minutes at Shanhaikwan he appreciated that
the first-named stationi was the real railhead, and
the whole headquarters returned there almost
without delay. The Fengtien troops were then
distant from Chinwangtao some fifteen or sixteen
miles according to most estimates, and were already
threatening to debouch into the plain through
which the Peking-Mukden Railway runs, so that
the task which was demanded of the counter-
attacking force, composed of parts of the 3rd, 14th
and 24th Divisions, was no easy one. The Fengtien
guns already occupied the high ground and vant-
age points available, while their infantry had had
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time to consolidate their positions, so that direct
frontal attack upon them was the only method
availing under these conditions. The terrain is
composed of undulating foothills sloping up to-
wards the passes through the main range of hills
both north and west, and excellent cover is there-
fore afforded for the movement of troops, as well
by the hills as by the small watercourses that in-
tersect the countryside. Besides the usual river
beds the watercourses present another feature
which is perhaps worthy of more particular notice,
though none of the Chihli staff officers appear to
have appreciated its possible value from a military
point of view. The heavy rains which pour down
from the hills in the months of July and August
have cut for themselves special channels which of
course eventually drain into the larger river beds,
and those channels are six to ten feet in depth and
from four to fifteen feet wide at the top. As many
of them ran in the direction of the Fengtien lines
it would seem that they might have been used to
considerable advantage, for not only did they
afford admirable cover against machine gun and
artillery fire for troops in rest, but they seemed
entirely suited as a means whereby to mass an un-
expected attack against any particular portion of
the line. To illustrate the writer’'s meaning it is
only necessary to mention that on one occasion he
himself wandered by mistake to a point where by
looking out of one of these watercourses he could
observe the working of a Fengtien machine gun at
fairly close range.



