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FOREWORD, PREFACE,

AND

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

For some years now Prentice-Hall and
I have been working to bring the best of
sociological thought and writing to a wide
audience through the medium of our series
on the FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN SOCIOLOGY.
The series is now planned to include more
than two dozen volumes covering all major
areas in the field of sociology. Each book,
written by an outstanding specialist, intro-
duces a particular subfield within the disci-
pline. The books in the series have become
quite popular with both teachers and stu-
dents and have enjoyed persistent and en-
during support.

Over many years of teaching large lec-
ture sections for introductory sociology,
however, I was always struck by the difficul-
ty of finding suitable introductory books—
books of high quality yet effectively adapted
to the needs of beginning students. So we re-
solved to develop, as part of the Foundations

Series, a new introductory textbook. Profes-
sor Metta Spencer, who undertook the work,
brought to the task excellent advanced train-
ing, extensive research experience, and
equally important, many years of teaching
the introductory course.

This new text, which takes its title from
the series, has more than fulfilled the goals
that were set for it. The book deals with the
systematic study of groups and societies.
The major aspects of social life are analyzed,
with special reference to the role of each
aspect in the development, functioning, and
change of large social systems. No other in-
troductory text contains such a richness of
material in its exposition of theoretical per-
spectives, in its elaboration of sociological
knowledge and basic concepts, and in its
description of empirical research. These
qualities, linked to clear, interesting writing
and strong organization, have resulted in an
introductory sociology text of the highest
quality.

Alex Inkeles



PREFACE

One of my friends who has taught intro-
ductory sociology for many years keeps all
her letters from former students, who are
now doing things like selling insurance,
editing newspapers, guiding tour groups
through Asia, and administering foreign aid
programs. These people often make the same
remark in their letters: as students they
hadn’t realized how much they were gaining
from their sociology course, but those earlier
studies now come up repeatedly in their
personal life and in their work. Years later
they are writing thank-you notes for the
most useful course they ever took.

Sociology does not necessarily connect
with people’s lives. Indeed, it is hard work
to show students how to use sociology to
understand their social experiences. People
talk about sociological problems every day
of their lives—on subways, in court, in the
dentist’s waiting room, everywhere. I hope
that the information in this book and the
kind of perspective it provides will add
value to such conversations.

It is probably impossible for an intro-
ductory course to teach students to think like
sociologists. It takes a lot of courses to ac-
complish that. But the introductory course
can give students a good start in that direc-
tion. It can at least present some basic facts
about the social structure of our society.
More important, a good sociology course
can help students begin to develop critical
independent thinking by pointing out vital
issues and controversies. Facts never speak
for themselves. They only speak for people
who know how to assess their significance.
And sociology as a discipline can provide
its students with both factual information
and a heightened ability to judge the signifi-
cance of those facts.
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To that end, this book focuses not only
on the facts that sociologists know (and we
do know a lot), but also on the arguments
and debates that underlie those facts. It does
no good to give students answers until they
first understand the questions. Indeed, I am
just as pleased when a student discovers a
new problem to be puzzled over, as I am
when a student provides a satisfying answer
to that problem. After all, that is what sociol-
ogy consists of —identifying questions, sug-
gesting answers to those questions, and iden-
tifying new questions and problems in the
suggested answers. Introductory students
can begin to participate in that ongoing pro-
cess of discovery too. When they do, they
find that their sociological skill enhances
what they have to say during the coffee
break, or on the job, or almost anywhere else.
Because then (and only then) does sociology
truly connect with their lives.

DRGANIZATION

Each chapter is divided into three major
sections: (1) a basic core section; (2) a Social
Research section; and (3) a Social Policy
section.

The basic core section of each chapter
contains an orderly presentation of the major
concepts and theories of the topic area of
that chapter. Important sociologists past and
present and the exciting comtroversies that
sometimes swirl around them are discussed.
The core section emphasizes the lasting
aspects of sociology —the basic concepts and
significant issues that sociologists think
about.

The Social Research: Sociologists at
Work section always appears on an orange
background to set it off from the rest of the
chapter. It focuses on recent empirical re-
search in the topic area of the chapter and
discusses one or more landmark studies. It
emphasizes the way sociologists come to
know what they know and the people and



events that contributed to that store of socio-
logical knowledge.

The Social Policy: Issues and Viewpoints
section always appears on a gray back-
ground. This section talks about political,
economic, or ethical issues about which
people have to make decisions. By dis-
cussing roles that sociologists can play in
shaping the world of the future, this section
serves to answer questions that are some-
times raised about the “\relevance” of soci-
ology. .

FEATURES

Other elements of the book have been de-
signed to make learning more effective for
students:

;Lossaries A glossary containing several
hundred careful definitions of all impor-
tant concepts is found at the end of the book
for easy reference. In addition, key terms
within the body of the text are printed in
color, defined when they are used for the
first time, and reviewed in lists of key terms
at the end of each chapter. This reinforces
the learning of the most important terms
found in this book as well as in advanced
books and courses on particular areas of
sociology.
summAariEs  Each chapter is followed by a
summary that reviews the most important
ideas presented in the chapter. Basic con-
cepts are again stressed.

READING LISTS Extensive reading lists ap-
pear at the end of each chapter, with descrip-

tive annotations to suggest potential uses of
the books.

GRAPHS, CHARTS, AND TABLES Because
much empirical research in the field of
sociology is reported in tabular form, a

xvii

selection of this type of material is included.
Students are given a thorough introduction
on how to read and construct tables in
Chapter 2.

i ‘ocraris A lively array of pictures has
been chosen to provoke thought and to make
points visually that could not be expressed
in words.

[HE REFERENCE PAPER  An appendix at the
end of the book is addressed to students. Its
purpose is to show how to use the library
and how to write a term paper.

SUPPLEMENTS

Three supplementary aids have been de-
signed to accompany the book:

I'HE STUDY GUIDE AND WORKBOOK reviews
the material in the textbook through pre-
sentation of chapter objectives, basic soci-
ological concepts, and various self-admin-
istered tests. Three testing formats are used —
multiple-choice, fill-in, and matching— with
answers supplied for immediate feedback.
Questions cover the basic core material, as
well as the Social Research and Social Policy
sections, and are cross-referenced to the
appropriate pages of this text.

v TEST 1TEM FILE  includes a thousand items
selected to test the student’s understanding
of introductory sociology. The questions,
primarily multiple-choice, are referenced to
the appropriate text page. Essay questions
are also included.

HE INSTRUCTOR'S MANUAL outlines the
basic structure of each chapter, facilitating
additional lecture materials and discussion
questions. Class projects and research topics
are included for each chapter, as are audio-
visual aids.



Any textbook owes a great debt to the
vast literature on which it draws, and I have
drawn on the work of many outstanding
sociologists. This particular text owes a
special debt to the individual books in the
Prentice-Hall FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN
SOCIOLOGY series. In preparing a new but
different book in that series, I was able to
draw directly from the material in the other
volumes and, equally important, upon the
editorial skill and sociological expertise of
Alex Inkeles. His good judgment has played
a vital part in the development of this book.
While I want to acknowledge my debt to
others and to the series authors in particular,
final responsibility for errors or misinterpre-
tation must rest with me.

One of the high points of writing a book
comes in thanking the people who have con-
tributed by sharing their knowledge and
parts of their lives with the author. For me
to do so fully would be to double the length
of this book; so many magnificent col-
leagues and friends have helped me, and
I cannot say all that I feel about their gener-
osity, nor can I name them all.

This book has benefited greatly from the
comments of Ralph Beals, Lawrence Felt,
Paula Felt, Diane Horowitz, Leslie Howard,
Nancy Howell, Brian Hull, John Kervin,
Pierre Lorion, Stanford Lyman, Ted Mann,
Richard Ofshe, Alice Propper, Rheta Rosen,
Diana Russell, Edward Shorter, Edward
Silva, John Simpson, Kenneth Walker, and
Jennifer Welsh. Other people provided
critical reviews of various drafts of the
manuscript: Mark Abrahamson, Patricia
Allen, J. Cameron Coleman, Spencer Condie,
Joseph E. Faulkner, Lee Frank, Richard Hall,
Mark Hutter, John Klein, Thomas Koeber-
nick, R. L. Liverman, Betty Metz, Dennis
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Morton, Anthony Orum, David Payne, Daisy
Quarm, Elaine Smith, Ann Sundgren, and
Ernest Works. Their comments were most
useful.

Students also played a major part in
helping me develop the book. I distributed
drafts of various chapters to several classes
in both large public universities and small
private colleges. The final result is much
better because I have had the benefit of their
responses to these drafts, and I thank my
students for their helpful suggestions.

Madeline Richard and Susan Robbins
contributed excellent research assistance.
Mary Paul and Beverley Thomas were help-
ful in secretarial capacities. Ann Finlayson
contributed editorial suggestions.

The Prentice-Hall staff has been terrific.
I am grateful to Irene Fraga for her adminis-
trative help, and to David Stirling for his
coordination in marketing. The production
has been handled admirably and pleasantly
by Ann Torbert, Tom Pendleton, Walter
Behnke, Serena Hoffman, and Nancy Myers.

Two editors have at different times and
in different ways made an exceptional con-
tribution to the style and organization of the
manuscript—Ray Mullaney and Carolyn
Smith. Their contributions appear on almost
every page, and I am deeply grateful to both
of them.

Edward Stanford, Prentice-Hall’s good-
natured and unflappable executive, was in-
volved in every important decision that
arose in developing this book. Every time I
work with him I gain more appreciation for
his excellent judgment. And I want to thank
Alex Inkeles for his good advice and the
friendly association I have enjoyed with him.

Our lives expand by recognizing magnif-
icence in others, quite beyond the limiting
circumstances of our relationships. And
here I want to honor all that I have rec-
ognized in Ross Johnson, Jim Fisk, Susan
Ingram, and my son Jonathan Spencer, the
liveliest companion of my life.

Metta Spencer
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