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THE present Yellow Book is a collection of the most important among
the documents which bring out clearly the course of French diplomatic
action from September 29, 1938, the date of the Munich Agreement,
to September 3, 1939, the date when France and Great Britain, in
execution of their pledges of assistance, declared themselves to be in
a state of war with Germany.

This publication is limited to the general theme of Franco-German
relations, as it clearly was not possible to find space for all the other
problems on which our diplomacy was active during the same period
(Spanish affairs, Franco-Italian relations, events in the Far East,
negotiations with Moscow and pacts of assistance).

Two principal phases can be distinguished in the period under
review:

From October 1 to March 15 French diplomatic action followed
the policy of détente and collaboration of which the framework had
been set up by the Anglo-German declaration of September 30 and
the Franco-German declaration of December 6. French diplomacy
made a sincere and whole-hearted effort to put Franco-German rela-
tions on a normal footing in every sphere, to establish wider possi-
bilities and enlarge peaceful co-operation between the two countries.

As early as the month of February the resistance opposed by the
German Government to any practical organization of the international
guarantee stipulated on September 29 in favour of Czechoslovakia
was such as to raise doubts regarding the sincerity of the intentions of
the Reich. On March 15 the entry of German troops into Prague
completed the violation of the Munich Agreement and irrevocably
destroyed the element of mutual confidence without which the
declaration of December 6 became a dead letter.

In the course of the following weeks the direction of the next
German drive became evident through numerous incidents, until at
last the speech delivered by Herr Hitler to the Reichstag on April 28
plainly disclosed Poland as the next victim of German imperialism.

French diplomacy spared no effort, during the next four months,
to avert the danger which menaced Europe: efforts were made to reach
an agreement with the U.S.S.R.; secret but categorical warnings were
given to Germany that France would be faithful to her pledges of
assistance; Poland was encouraged to persevere in her attitude of
moderation and patience in face of German provocation. Nothing
was neglected which could directly or indirectly induce the German
Government to renounce the use of methods of force and violence;
nothing was concealed from Germany which could make her realize
the risks to which her policy exposed her and, with her, the whole of
Europe. To this persevering will for peace the message of the French
Foreign Minister to Herr von Ribbentrop on July 1, as well as the
appeal of the French Prime Minister to Herr Hitler on August 26,
bear witness in an unimpeachable manner.

At the very moment when the Italian initiative of August 31 and
the acceptance by Poland of the Franco-British proposals for direct
negotiation offered a last chance of peace the German aggression of
September 1 deliberately plunged Europe into war.
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The Minister for Foreign Affairs notifies the diplomatic representatives
of France abroad that in the course of his conversations with Herr
von Ribbentrop different subjects were approached, among others
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place, by Germany. In his opinion a German-Soviet rapprockement
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In the course of a conversation with our Ambassador in Berlin Baron
von Weizsacker shows himself reticent on the subject of the granting
to Czechoslovakia of the international guarantee provided for in
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PART THREE
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HERR VON WELGZECK: iiusussisvcesavsssvissnnssmss

Prague, March 14
The Vienna radio station continues to denounce the bad treatment
of which the Germans of Czechoslovakia are supposed to have been
victims, and alludes to a Marxist plot in Prague ; the tactics followed
by Germany in this connection recall those employed in September
1938, and on the eve of the AnscAlusS ...oooviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniieeaans

« DE LAGROIX .uvoumesccssusnsonmsninass swaaosevesdsss Prague, March 14

It appears to be confirmed that Germany is insisting on the dismissal
of several Czech Ministers, and perhaps of the entire Cabinet ..........

. COULONDRE .utuiuinnininiiitaeiieneianasnienenenns Berlin, March 14

The French Ambassador in Berlin indicates that in the course of a
visit to that capital Mgr. Tiso and Herr Durcansky are reported to
have received from the German leaders a promise that German friend-
ship would be extended to an independent Slovakia ......................

. COULONDRE ..ueutiiinriniiieaiaieieenasaasanenannns Berlin, March 14

From an interview between the British Ambassador and Herr von
Weizsdcker, it appears that Germany considers the Tiso Government
to be the only legitimate government and the action of the Prague
Government against it to be contrary to the constitution. Nevertheless,
in Sir Nevile Henderson’s opinion Germany is still hesitating, on the
line of conduct to be adopted ...........cociiiiiiiiiiii

GEORGES BONNET .uinsusiiviensvissusissssemsasmnsss Paris, March 14
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, recalling the spirit and scope of the
Munich Agreement, and referring to the Franco-German declaration
of December 6, instructs the French Ambassador in Berlin to express
the serious anxiety of the French Government to Herr von Ribbentrop
and to ask him what interpretation should be placed on the action of
the Reichin: SIOVAKIA i gorswusyisssvuse ssuis svnsmaminsebss semetine vmis e Saesiss

« COULONDRE suvaniviinnsins s 56555 svains sonssssyman ioass Berlin, March 14

As President Hacha is meeting Herr Hitler, the French Ambassador
in Berlin gives an outline of the political situation. Slovakia has
just proclaimed her independence ; the German Press is announcing
the “disruption” of Czechoslovakia. The whole affair has been con-
ducted by the Reich in conformity with a preconceived plan and
following the method already used at the time of the Amschluss and
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in September 1938............cceiiiiiiiiiiiireiiiiiiiieieeaies SRR e 69

« COULONDRE: ... .o vonnvausnesmissnwsemvssususinmsss s Berlin, March 14

During the last few months Germany has completely revised her policy
in the East. Immediately after the Munich Agreement it seemed that
Germany wished to keep a vassal Czechoslovak state as a starting-
point for her expansion towards the South-East ; subsequently she has
reversed her decision and ceased to object to the plan of establishing
a Polish-Hungarian frontier on the Carpathians............ SR R

s (GOUBONDRE sagasssrevswsinsinssysmssassnsiaspmssoasisns Berlin, March 15

The French Ambassador in Berlin announces the occupation of
Bohemia and Moravia by the German Army and specifies that these
provinces will be purely and simply annexed by Germany. Between
Czech and German Ministers there are no negotiations in the true
meaning of the word. Herr Hitler has confined himself to announcing
his decision. to/ the:Czechs: ,:xzusssyiassssuss srsmvamunys swns sasmssumvseas s pe e

s SCOULONDRE' w605 6345508 58 e wms viep s Snmmnismmmiin s 4,085 Berlin, March 15

The French Ambassador in Berlin indicates that he is to be received
by Herr von Weizsicker. He proposes expressedly to reserve the
attitude of the French Government towards the situation created by
the: German. GOVEINMENt: iuvsswsscesmsssmmimn 555 pv svaswn swanes s s

Paris, March 15
The German Ambassador in Paris communicates to the French Govern-
ment the text of an arrangement concluded during the night of
March 14-15 between Herr Hitler and President Hacha according to
the terms of which the President of Czechoslovakia is reported to have
placed the destinies of his people in the Fihrer’s hands. Herr von
Welczeck notifies moreover that following this arrangement German
troops crossed the Czech frontier on March 15 at six o’clock in the
morning to re-establish order ...

o« COUBONDRE oxqumiinanumsn s sorssusmisel suaeov s ons Berlin, March 15

To the request for explanations made by the French Ambassador in
Berlin, Herr von Weizsicker replies that Czechoslovakia was in a state
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of disruption, that Germany has had to intervene to protect the
threatened German minority, and that, besides, an agreement has
been concluded between the Berlin and Prague Governments. When
questioned upon the intentions of Germany and an eventual with-
drawal of the German troops, Herr von Weizsdcker merely refers M.
Coulondre to the text of the agreement concluded between Herr Hitler
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o DB LACROEX wuosvissvimsasvissns srovii s savon: e i s Prague, March 15

Herr Hitler and Herr von Ribbentrop are reported to have told M.
Hacha that the most terrible repression will take place if the least
resistance is made to the entry of the German troops

The Minister for Foreign Affairs asks the French Ambassador in London
to draw the attention of the British Government to the necessity of a
formal protest by the Governments of Paris and London and of a

concerted démarche by their Ambassadors in Berlin ............coeevieinini.
. \COULONDRE: wivsissssovenssavosss i sos sid £a8 Soamilsi s Berlin, March 16

The French Ambassador in Berlin finds typical elements of the Hitlerian
mentality in the circumstances which have brought about the dis-
appearance of Czechoslovakia : cynicism and periidy in conception,
secrecy in preparation, ruthlessness in execution. The lesson to be
drawn from it is that Hitler's thirst for domination is boundless and
that it would be in vain to try to oppose it successfully by any other

argument than fOrce ..........ociiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i
o AARDIR s n.ews s S s ah 88 858 Hn sl S5V 0 0 Nuremberg, March 16

Gauleiter Streicher proclaims publicly that the Prague affair is only a
beginning and that the democracies are doomed

¢ LM NORL vuvamnsisimsssssmsvssas ssssavss Warsaw, March 16
In Poland the annexation of Czechoslovakia is regarded as the prelude
to action by the Reich in the East ..........ccoocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianns

;. GEORGES BONNET wi.vursviimsyisssessnws sisississssssone Paris, March 17

The French Ambassador in Berlin receives instructions to hand to the
German Minister for Foreign Affairs a Note in which the French
Government specifies that it cannot recognize the legality of the new
situation created in Czechoslovakia by the action of the Reich

M. Coulondre relates the dramatic circumstances in which M. Hacha
has been induced to sign the agreement imposed on him by Herr Hitler

. COULONDRE ...coiviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiinaneaanaan Berlin, March 18

®--
The French Ambassador in Berlin hands a note of protest from the
French Government to Herr von Weizsacker, who accepts it only after

making difficulties ..........o.oooiiiiiiiii e,

- (COUPLONDRE gy snvvices sovessns s s sFeaiasavens a3 s Berlin, March 18
The German Government’s bad faith is confirmed from numerous
SOUTCES o s S8 B S0 EER i renn M st mie ssoimam e snrnmen o Senernmsmmdiny 45 m

. COULONDRE .....cuvniiniiniinieiiaiinncnenesenenas Berlin, March 19

Much more than even a new advance of German influence eastwards,
the unspeakable methods resorted to by the Reich mark the departure
from the policy of appeasement initiated at Munich. An entirely new
situation has arisen. In suppressing Czechoslovakia, the German
Government has openly disclosed annexationist ambitions hitherto
concealed. Where will they stop on that road, along which the
material power they have acquired and the intoxication of success
are driving them ? In any case it is essential that we should carry
our effort of reorganization to the highest point and proceed to the

industrial mobilization of the country ............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin
. GEORGES BONNET .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieniceeanne, Paris, March 19

The Minister for Foreign Affairs approves the action of the French
Ambassador in Berlin in rejecting I-ferr von Weizsdcker’s contention
that M. Bonnet had declared to Herr von Ribbentrop that Czecho-
slovakia could no longer form the subject of any exchange of views.
This contention is contradicted by the very fact that the German
Government has been the object of several approaches on the part of
the French Government, on the question of the guarantee of the
Czechoslovak frontiers, and that replies have been received from the

German GOVEITHMENT ..........ccuienieernenenerarninaanenssnenernerarneatserneneneens

y (GEORGES: BONNER .pmevivumusemmmmnamsessssamss Paris, March 16

, COULONDRE' s, svn sasis s Soussiesiasmn ias san s sionias e Berlin, March 17
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The Government of the U.S.S.R. protests to the German Government
against the annexation of Czechoslovakia ; it sees in it a new danger

e o= U R . 91

ParT FoOoURr
The German-Polish Crisis
(March 21-May 9, 1939)

o DE LA TOURNEELE ws.isssissicasinsesmmsneusms Danzig, March 27

The German Government is carrying on with the Polish Government
conversations aiming at the return of Danzig to the Reich. These

conversations seem unlikely to succeed...........cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieiciienans 101

. DE LA TOURNELLE ........cocovevnniinniinnniinnss Danzig, March 27

This news is confirmed by the Commissioner for Poland...............c.coevvvenn. 101

: DB MONTEBAS icucsissinvoisesssisvsssiverssss s siesnsiass Berlin, March 28

In Berlin it is declared that it is intended to pursue the settlement of
the Danzig question exclusively by friendly means in the spirit of the

1934 FETCIIENT o;uuivsuivsvisavoss s i eSS N SHRS TR PSS PO T SARS R R AR 101

. DE VAUX SAINT-CYR ...cooviiininiiiiiiiineninenanns Berlin, March 30

Polish circles in Berlin regard the situation as very serious. Between
Berlin and Warsaw there do not appear to have been any negotiations
in the full sense of the word; to the enquiries made by Herr von
Ribbentrop, bearing, in particular, on the return of Danzig to the
Reich and on the establishment of a motor road and a railway of an
extraterritorial character in the Corridor, the Polish Government is
understood to have replied in the negative. The possibility of a putsch

at Danzig cannot be ruled out..........ooooviiiiiiiiiiii 102

. LEON NOBL ..ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiciacicee s Warsaw, March 30

Herr von Ribbentrop has expressed to the Polish Ambassador in
Berlin a desire that Poland should bring her policy in relation to the

U.S.S.R. in line with that of Germany................ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 103

GEORGES BONNET wvuivsvavininapysvseimanias smswisasans Paris, March 31
The French Government gives its approval to a statement which the
British Government proposes to make and under the terms of which
both would assist the Polish Government if Poland, before the con-
clusion of the consultations now in progress should be the object on
the part of the Reich of an attack threatening her independence...............

STATEMENT BY MR. CHAMBB@LAIN ........cconene... London, March 31

A statement to this effect is made by Mr. Chamberlain in the House of
(8707 11 o3 + T O

M. LEON NOEL. vovesiumssimvamsmmspmsvsasssasmgssaniss Warsaw, April 1

The German menace arouses the patriotism of the Polish nation...............

M. DE LA TOURNELLE ....ccivieiiirininnniinnnnenrnennns Danzig, April 5

M.

. DE VAUX SAINT-CYR

Hitler’s followers in Danzig had prepared a putsch for March 29.
It will be difficult to restrain their activities henceforth. The recent
crisis in German-Polish relations, moreover, has only increased the
state of confusion which has prevailed in the Free City for several
mMONtES: PASt .ccvivanssvissusiiiniig o coviies s srsin BT ISV SRR ST S SRS
Berlin, April 5
In Berlin it is considered certain that the Fiihrer will in any case
demand the return of Danzig to the Reich.........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.
DE VAUX SAINT-CYR .ivsunvousmossmnessosssvssoasansns Berlin, April 6
At the same time that he has resolved to settle the Danzig problem
“one way or another”, Herr Hitler is probably about to launch an
offensive against the morale of France and Britain and will seek to
stir up dissension between the two POWerSs...........coivviiiiiiiniiiieiiiiiieninin,

« LBON NOBL ooisvivigsssssmsmmssaunmnassns susass Warsaw, April 7

The German Press accuses Poland of making herself the satellite of
Great Britain in a policy of aggression against Germany.............ccveevevneenn.

+ DE 'VAUX: SAINT-CYR wispisecisessorsmvsinsamsmssnsesans Berlin, April 8

To Herr von Weizsicker, who is reported to have asked him for expla-
nations about the Polish military measures, M. Lipski, Polish
Ambassador in Berlin, is reported to have replied that they were
justified by the recent movements of German troops............ceccveuieninenenn.



No,
96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

106

108

107

108

109

110

M. DE VAUX SAINT-CYR ....covrvireneneninnninannnnnnns Berlin, April 10
No decisive conclusion is reported to have been reached in Berlin,

where the success of 2 maneeuvre of intimidation is still counted upon......... 111

M. DE VAUX SAINT-CYR ..coviinimiiiniiniiiiannns, Berlin, April 11
The wavering of German policy in the Danzig affair reveals the fact
that the Reich hesitates to commit itself to a conflict in which it would
have to reckon, in the East as well as in the West, with formidable

T L L e —— 112

M. LEoN NOREL: iicuicivsssimmsssmsiosrosasmsssessvassis Warsaw, April 12
Colonel Beck has presented the Anglo-Polish agreement to the German
Government as a re-insurance contract in noway aimed at the encircle-

ment OF KGOTIUATEY ; uuuuinansuwswmnoan v sssss s vies susae e w5y s sueass s v s Dis 58 suvees 113

EXTRACT FROM A STATEMENT BY M.
DALADIER: vsusvsvwsivssssvasversnusessyesssassinsess e Paris, April 13
M. Daladier, in a statement, recalls and confirms the guarantee given

by France: 10 Poland . ssvassassusmnassasmsanss ssississtnss ssalimsssaieeissism 114

M. DE VAUX SAINT-CYR ...ccoiiviiininiiiniiiinninnnns Berlin, April 13
In Berlin it is claimed by some that an amicable settlement may be
gxpeg:ted, by others that a break with Warsaw and with London is

BOOTRENORE L v s ricnss o5 0 han o s O DU b0 O 8 A SO0 5 BTG58 5 0 8 55,958 im0 00 B 114

M. LfoN Nofr Warsaw, April 156
Herr von Moltke, German Ambassador in Poland, who should have
returned to Warsaw on April 13, has not yet come back to his post............

M. LEoN NOBL:wssrssaavagosvomsvagosamsosgiosseves Warsaw, April 17
The German tactics consist in trying to shatter the nerves of the Poles
by the multiplicity and persistency of false reports concerning the
slightest incident: uiswivivessssvarssavaermvin smsmre s s G Ea TR SO SSY

M. DE VAUX SAINT-CYR ...oociviiiiiiiiniiinniininnnes Berlin, April 24
While M. Lipski resumed the direction of his Embassy in Berlin more
than a week ago, Herr von Moltke has not yet received orders to

rEbUI 10 "WAISAW: i siomsmess vos s esens s o9 aas S sss sRe s e Saea R niie e SRR AR TR 115

M. DE LA TOURNELLE ....ccouininiininianinnnnenncnnons Danzig, April 25
It is said in Danzig that the Reich will now give up the idea of the
territorial annexation of the Free City, but will demand a customs

M. COULONDRE t.evuvinrinninnensrneensenseisennennensonsens Berlin, April 28
Herr Hitler informs the Reichstag of the proposals which he has made
to Poland concerning the settlement of the Danzig question, and
denounces the German-Polish pact of 1934..,...cc.ccovirviiininiiniiieninnenenn.

M. LEON NOEL ....ooviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiecinns Warsaw, April 28
Chancellor Hitler’'s speech denouncing the German-Polish agreement
of 1934 has caused no surprise in Poland, where the Minister for Foreign
Affairs is studying the German memorandum handed to him by the
German, AMBaSSador;: suesiss s sosvarvisvis o555 5,58 0 TATE 800 55 588 S b inyoms

M. LEON NOBL .eovvniiiniiinciiiiiiieiie e Warsaw, April 29
The incidents to which Herr von Weizsicker drew the attention of
Sir Nevile Henderson appear to be of minor importance and seem
moreover to have been engineered by the Germans. The Polish popu-
lation is calm and the Polish Government prudent..........cc.oeeuvveennnnnnninn,

M (CCOULONDRE! cs55555 55503 ais0 s ass dinsuns s s siiessag Berlin, April 29
Herr Hitler’s harangue appears as a speech for the defence rather than
for the prosecution. It must none the less be borne in mind that the
Fihrer refuses to participate in any pacific organization of Europe,
and in consequence we should continue our armament policy and aim
at the closest collaboration with our Allies.........c.ccooveiniininiiencinnninnnnn.
M. Lon NOEL euivmneinssnonusssrsvsrvrssssssmeimess Warsaw, April 29
The German memorandum to Poland is merely a translation in dip-
lomatic style of Herr Hitler’s speech ; it urges the Government of
Warsaw to enter into conversations but contains a menace. The
margin of possible concessions is NAITOW.........cccviiiieriiiiiiiiiiiniiiienian,
M. LEoN NOBL isumssomsipsrsivysssopssaaseass Warsaw, April 29
The German-Polish pact was founded on an ambiguity ; it assured for
the Poles the stability of their frontiers and the maintenance of the
status quo at Danzig for ten years; but it did not for the Germans
exclude the possibility of revision. The Poles now know where they
stand with Herr Hitler......coiviiviieriniiiiiiniiiintenieniieienesvatintoneeinncnannn,
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LBON NOBL cicicsiisssivicesinssuvissnssossovensssive Warsaw, April 29
Contrary to the statements of Herr Hitler, it appears,that the German
Government never proposed to Poland the prolongation of the 1934
pact, nor the guarantee of Slovakia’s independence..........c.ocevveiveeeninnan. 121
LEON NOEL ...oovvniiiiiiiiiiiicieiiiienanens Warsaw, April 29

In putting the question of Danzig in the foreground, Herr Hitler

expects that France and Great Britain will consider it too small a_y i
matter to justify Polish resistance. But the problem is in fact infinitely

more important ; it is a question of knowing what will be Poland’s

attitude in the event of a general contlicti...osuvisinivansmvivimsmssn sy i 121
Berlin, April 30

The reactions of the French Press to Herr Hitler’s speech have frus-

trated the calculations of the German Government which hoped to.g
create division among us. And in fact the Germans are not wrong

when they claim that Danzig is in itself only a secondary question ;

the enslavement or independence of Europe is at stake in the issue

DOW  JOINEunusmuanmisinanssuganss Sooses wassnanos v sos JUavoasEaus S TP RE s e Yo s 122
M. LEON NOEL ...oovviiiiniiniiiniiniiiiecieieaiaes Warsaw, April 30

On three separate occasions the German Government is reported to

have proposed co-operation with Warsaw against the U.S.S.K................... 123
M COULONDRE: 563556050876 ueisms oh 835w 3 sasss asd s soansis Berlin, May 2

. COULONDRE

The Polish Ambassador in Berlin has been struck by the milder tone
of Herr Hitler’s speech, which he attributes to Franco-British firm-
ness. On the other hand he considers that the reply of his Government
ought to be very cautious in order to frustrate the obvious manceuvre
of making use of it 10 excite German OPIOL........eueueieiniuererrenenieneneannns 124

LEON NOBL. yciusvmvmsssvmsvicivessesasissvesnss Warsaw, May 2
Germany has not changed. Despite the agreement of 1934 the Third
Reich has remained as hostile to Poland as the Germany of Bismarck
and 'of ‘the: Hohenzollerns: ... sossivvsssssammivanse s sse sssiss vesssm wonsivsess swdg 124

LEoN: :NOBL wcusessammasseisvsessonasssssasngsnssss Warsaw, May 3
Summary of the development of the question of national minorities
in Germany and Poland ; dithculties arising from their contiguity
have been to some extent the dominant factor in German-Polish
TOIALONS: vi vevanremssminomsviscasn v sussvr i e o eb e S e RO S 127

s CORBIN i 005075858 958072 5tn noimsslv e SS0RE R 58 S Shbrin S5 45 mn s London, May 3

Aggravated symptoms of ill humour in the National-Socialist Govern-
ment. Herr von Ribbentrop, receiving Sir Nevile Henderson, gives
way to a display of anger against Poland................cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniie 129

Berlm May 4
Herr von Ribbentrop now appears convinced ‘that Great Britain and
France will come to the help of Central or Eastern Europe; at the
same time he does not believe they will move tor Danzig..........coveenvniinnenns 129

M. LEoN NoiL Warsaw, May &
Replying to Herr Hitler, M. Beck makes a statement in the Diet in
which he declares the firmness of Poland’s POLCY.........coeeiiiiiiiieniiiniiinnn.. 130
M. LEON NOEL ...cvvniniiniiniiiiiiiiicicccine e Warsaw, May 6

M.

The Polish memorandum has been transmitted to Berlin. This docu-
ment recalls that the Reich has not replied to the counter-proposals
of March 26, 1939, and appears to imply that it rests with the German
Government to take the initiative in resuming conversations..............cco.ev.. 131

o LEON NORBL ...crvesenseriririeerosmsscsensnornansngarns Warsaw, May 6

The Polish memorandum alludes particularly to the speech delivered
by Herr Hitler on February 20, 1938, in which he expressed his satis-
faction with the then existing state of German-Polish relations.................. 131

COULONDRE: svusnvs i ass svnios os Soisrossiossnmnonsssi s s Berlin, May 7
Herr Hitler remains determined to recover Danzig, but will probably
mark time in order not to have to fight France and Great Britain.
He may draw nearer t0 RUSSIa.........oouiuiuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiieeieeieneeneeanns 132

o COULONDRE: suss vunuuvsnosyassusssshassssnssasensas swasmasan Berlin, May 7

The German-Polish conflict seems temporarily at a standstill. The
method of direct pressure having failed, the National-Socialist leaders
will perhaps bave recourse to indirect pressure. Whatever means
they have to employ, they are determined to establish German
hegemony in Europe. It is therefore not a matter of knowing whether
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one should, or should not, fight for Danzig ; what does matter is for
France and Britain to be resolved to prevent a new Nazi coup and to
apply a brake to National-Socialist expansion while there is still time...

COULONDRE' wssscsssaissassonsr s aeags o sassis Berlin, May 9
The general impression is that Europe will continue to enjoy a respite
of comparative calm, during which the Axis Powers will strive through
the medium of propaganda and diplomacy to defeat the determination
of London and Paris to oppose any further attempts at aggression......

Part Five
The Danzig Question
(May 16~August 19, 1939)
I
THE MILITARIZATION OF THE FREE CiTy
(May 16-june 30)

I e oy - L — Warsaw, May 15
German propaganda claims that the risk of war is due to Polish
obstinacy over the question of Danzig. It does not add that from the
commercial, naval and military point of view, Danzig commands
access to Poland and that Germany, once mistress of the Free City,
would bave Poland at her mMercy.........oovviiiiriiiiiiiiieniiiieeeriaeieaeas

COULONDRE ssss gy it ses s55 573 50w s sons o6 50 350 Berlin, May 22
Herr von Ribbentrop appears to contemplate a partition of Poland
dependent upon a German-Russian agreement ; he would not appear
to be the only one of this opinion in Germany. Herr Hitler, however,
would seem to be reluctant for ideclogical reasons to come to an
understanding with the U.S.S.R., aimed ultimately at the destruction
of the British Empire against which Herr von Ribbentrop harbours
a personal grudge. Thus Germany will exploit every setback in the

negotiations now in progress between Britain, France and Russia.........

LEON NOEBL wzsssurancsssvissimassassasmsmssiimine Warsaw, May 25
The German Government has not yet lost all hope of attaining its ends

by eventually exhausting the vigilance of France and Great Britain......

LEON: NOBL jaivassnmessssnsn ioeaies sissmesussn o5t aisivs Warsaw, May 25
Incidents are occurring on the Polish-Danzig frontier. The most
serious to date took place at Kalthof, a Polish Customs station, which

has been pillaged by S.A. men, one of whom has been killed..................... 149

COULONDRE: rsasssvssme s s 65 e ss s d5 s s msn svo s Berlin, May 30
These incidents, cleverly exploited, will enable Germany to raise an
outcry against Polish persecution, to proclaim that conditions are
becoming unbearable for Germans, to announce that it is her duty
to protect them ; in brief, to begin a manceuvre similar to that which
succeeded in the case of Czechoslovakia, and which ought to be unmasked
LEON NORBL wxessnsssessssssnmsnsisasmmsmnsossssness soe Warsaw, May 31
Polands adopts a conciliatory attitude over the Kalthof incident and
takes care not to envenom the discussion already in progress in the

DanZigiSEIate: uomss swssnaein sy 5 msie ous 545 556 500 Sm i s S0 £5 8t E8beFotibrsiin it 153

COULONDRE ...viiiiiiiniciteineiirancnincanannaannannns Berlin, June 1
The prevailing view at the Wilhelmstrasse appears to be that it Poland
does not yield, Herr Hitler’s future action will be determined by the
outcome of the Anglo-Russian negotiations. Hence the Ambassadors
of France and Great Britain in Berlin emphasize to their respective
Governments the urgency of concluding the Anglo-Franco-Russian

AETCOTMETIT  vcovinisrmoimiawiosomin inte mioiiatnTorraL oo VIS 50308 I YR O R W R S 164

LBON :NOBE: s ovssvasasionizs eeninsns sossmosssnvsondsn s Warsaw, June 7
The Notes delivered by the Danzig Senate to the Polish High Com-
missioner following the Kalthof incident reveal the tactics of the
Government of the Free City, which consist in pursuing a policy of
systematic sabotage of the rights of Poland............ccoeiiiiiiiacininnne.
LEON NOBL tvvveeiiiiiiiiieriieiieieienenenenenaans Warsaw, June 11
An increased infiltration of German military elements is further noted
in the Free City ; the Polish authorities do not seem to be disturbed

DY BRHS....oieiiiiiii e e e ees
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M. COULORDRE ..civisiniosssasssosmssssossinsas . Berlin, June 13

The impression in Berlin is that Herr von Ribbentrop considers the
Danzig affair no more than a detail in the whole Polish problem which
is now in question in its entirety. The Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Reich is understood to have given up the idea of an under-
standing with the U.S.S.R., which is now very tactfully handled by
the Nazi leaders in their speeches; he is only awaiting the outcome

of the Anglo-Franco-Russian conversations.............cc.ceceviviivnieiiiiiananenen. 158

M. DE LA TOURNBLELE ivicisvivssanseosinssvonssoss sonws Danzig, June 14

In Danzig, a violent Press campaign against Poland............coceeuvuiuiinennn. 159

M. DB LA TOURNBLLE ..ioisvisssvnsiosonpasicoansoni sasovs Danzig, June 16

The German Press campaign CORtINUES.......c.vuiueniiiininiiiiiiiieeaiinieneinne. 160

M. COULONDRE .iussurswivivissvesvissusimspasvusysnsnsvsnss Berlin, June 20

Dr. Goebbels at Danzig makes two speeches in which, after empha-
sizing the German character of Danzig, and criticizing Poland and
Great Britain severely, he declares the determination of his Govern-

ment to TeCOVEr the: Bree CitF. uereissecrmnvosnsasaonanssensossessssonsnsansansanaonives 161

M. COULONDRE iiisavssssusinavsiosssesismionmivedonsvinss Berlin, June 20

In an interview with the French Ambassador in Berlin, Herr von
Weizsacker seems to expect an easing of the present tension. At the
same time he pretends to maintain that the chances of entering into
conversations likely to lead to a détente would not be increased by the
conclusion of a Franco-Anglo-Russian pact..........ccceviiiciiiiiiiinniinnnein,

M. LEON NOBL ...coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeec e, Warsaw, June 20

The staff of the German Embassy in Warsaw talk and spread rumours
to the effect that Herr Hitler will settle the Danzig affair as he himself
sees fit ; they mention the Corridor also, and even Upper Silesia...............

L B [ L —— Warsaw, June 21

The French Ambassador in Warsaw gives details of the position taken
up by Poland ; this country would not be opposed to modifications
in the statute of Danzig; but will not consent to its annexation by
the Reich. The Poles would be willing to give the Germans all transit
facilities through the Corridor ; but will not admit the extraterri-
toriality of these transit roads.......cooveuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicir e

M. LBON NOBL ...oonineinenonsnsaniosios s sisissss it s Warsaw, June 22

Poland continues absolutely calm and proceeds with the necessary
preparations for her defence. Her leaders are trying to gain time,
an wﬂfostpone a conflict which the majority do not however believe
it will be possible ultimately to avoid............cccooiiiiiii

Berlin, June 22
In diplomatic circles in Berlin a crisis over Danzig is considered
inevitable before the end of the year; morcover the German claims
now extend to the Corridor and Silesia.........cocoiviiiiiiiniiiiiiieiiieniinnn..

Danzig, June 23
In Danzig the population is surprised by the repercussions abroad,
provoked by Dr. Goebbels’ speech in the Free City on June 17. Many
regret it should be believed that they gave their assent to a revision
of the statute of Danzig, during a demonstration in which it was, in
fact, their duty to take part.......ccooiiiiiiniiii

M. COULONDRE: ..xisswsmsviisersasvisssmnessosrssmmsoravess Berlin, June 27

The German leaders may contemplate having the Free City proclaimed
part of the Reich by the Danzig Senate ; this would provoke Polish
counter-measures making it possible to represent the Poles as the
aggressors. It would be advisable to forestall this manceuvre b?
making it clear that any violent action originating in Danzig itself,
and which Poland considered essential to resist, would automatically
bring France and Great Britain to her assistance..............c..ccoooeviiiiiinninn.

M. LEON NOEL ..ooviiiiniiiiiiiiienenceeeiceaeines Warsaw, June 27

The militarization of Danzig continues and will soon constitute a
threat to the Corridor. When the Poles will no longer be able to
remain inactive under this threat, Germany will declare their attitude
provocative, and denounce them as aggressors. This manceuvre is
serionsly’ disturbing the Poles....cvicievncvvennsmerivassnnansmsnsssnaerasssossrnnnons

M. GEORGES BONNET .....coivvuiuinimrivninininissniiencannens Paris, June 29

The Minister for Foreign Affairs asks the French Ambassador in London
to approach Lord Halifax with a request that in the speech he is to
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deliver on the evening of June 29, he should give the leaders of the
Reich clear warning of the common determination of the two Gowern-
meants to fulfil their guarantee of assistance to Poland, whatever means
the Germans may adopt to conceal thé real character of its action
under a cloak of ambiguity..

COULONDRE: c:sosivinsnsviossiossos s ars ivasses fEeisnauens Berlin, June 30
Herr von Weizsacker informs the French Ambassador in Berlin that
Colonel Beck is believed, according to certain indications, to be seeking
the basis for a solution, but at the same time he attempts to establish
a distinction between the attitude of Great Britain and the intentions

of France in the event of a conflict........ccovvniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis

1I
German Agitation Continued
Warning to Germany :
Letter from M. Georges Bonnet to Herr von Ribbentrop
(July 1-July 30)

149 NOTE BY THE MINISTER .uessivcsinissassneissssonesssvosins Paris, July 1
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The Minister for Foreign Affairs receives a visit from Count von Welczeck,
German Ambassador in Paris. He has recently seen Herr von Ribben-
trop, who considers that at any moment an incident could lead to
war between Germany and Poland. He expresses regret that it
should not have been understood that Germany must have a zone of
influence in the East. M. Georges Bonnet in reply recalls, in par-
ticular, that in the course of his conversation with Herr von Ribben-
trop, he made express reservations with regard to the relations of
France with Poland and with the U.S.S.R. He assures him that if
Germany sincerely desires peace, the danger of war does not exist.
Mentioning the definite obligations undertaken by France with
regard to Poland, he is anxious to leave the German Government in
no doubt whatever as to the attitude of the French Government in

the event of deonflict . .vriisminsenssmasst s usiasensencnFmE G oo s S ies
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In the course of an interview, the Minister for Foreign Affairs hands
Count von Welczeck a note explaining the French attitude and

emphasizing the country’s unshakable resolution to fulfil its obligations....
. GAUQUIE L.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Warsaw, July 3

Youths belongmg to the ‘“‘Hitler Jugend’ crossed the Polish fronfier
and were arrested ; after representations from the German Embassy
in Warsaw, the Polish Minister for Foreign Affairs has ordered their
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Danzig, July 3
The Polish Government has decided to observe great caution and not

for the time being to oppose the military measures in progress at Danzig....
. COULONDRE s qavviinmsnvsisvmmsuvssnsmonoiiasaids Sossamass Berlin, July 4

Herr von Weizsicker seeks to reassure the French Ambassador in
Berlin., However, as the military preparations at Danzig continue,
M. Coulondre believes that the State Secretary at the Wilhelm-
strasse is in the first place making every effort to lull the watchfulness

of ‘the Webtern POWEDS:: cusaincssussnssnssmsmaussssns s sos s sssaaavisssamisnsssgsis
. COULONDRE .....ovvivneniiiiinininnininneiiianineninnans Berlin, July 4

The Polish Ambassador in Berlin remains convinced that the German
Government is testing the Allies’ power of resistance but that it will

not embark on a general war over Danzig............ocvvevviiineenrinnennaienes
. GARREAU

Hamburg, July 4
Economic circles in Hamburg believe that if the Anglo-Franco-Russian
negotiations are not rapidly concluded a German-Russian pact will
be, which would increase the risk of aggression by the Reich against

Poland, and, in consequence, of a general conflagration............o.ccoeuunns
. LEON NOEL ...oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiciceees Warsaw, July 6

The Military Attaché to the French Embassy in Warsaw is under the
impression that Poland will go to the extreme limit of patience with

regard to the militarization of Danzig............cccooiviiiiiiiiniiiiiiiinnin,
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187 M, LEON NOBE .ivisivisssessnsvanissisnssssnansssvmsons Warsaw, July 6
M. Beck informs the French Ambassador in Warsaw that Poland will
not intervene so long as her vital interests are not affected. He adds
that unless the progress of events is too rapid to allow the necessary
time, the Polish Government will submit any proposed action to pre-
liminary consultation with the British and French Governments............... 180

158 M. LEON NOEL .iccvvivieiiiiiiiiiieniiiiiniiarannnannnns Warsaw, July 6
M. Beck hopes the Press of the Western Powers will not give over-
much space to the news about Danzig, so as not to play into the hands

of the German Propaganda Ministry.........cocovieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiieininenacnans 181
169 M. LEON NOBL ..ococoiiveeniciiniiiiiiiiinnanaanenns Warsaw, July 9

A pamphlet circulated by the Danzig Senate proves that the German

claim to the Free City is by no means the limit of the German claims......... 182
160 M. LEON NOEL ...ciiiiiiiiiiiiiinieniienieeeiaanenn Warsaw, July 10

The militarization of the Free City is being methodically carried out ;
differences between Polish nationals and Danzig authorities occur
incessantly ; the great majority of the population desires the main-
tenance of the status gquo and appears to be terrorized. The situation
recalls that which existed in Austria before the Anschluss.........ccooceoiennn.. 183

161 M. COULONDRE :uncunsspuvsussnasnssio sossassosssangsimossisy Berlin, July 11
According to a responsible person in the confidence of the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Reich, Herr Hitler is displeased with Herr
von Ribbentrop for having involved him in the Danzig affair. The
German Press campaign is in fact displaying more discretion. The
firmness of the Franco-British attitude is understood to have caused
surprise and embarrassment in Berlin. The attempt at intimidation
having failed, the leading circles of the Reich would seem to be ready
to try persuasion by declaring that Danzig would be Germany’s last
claim. This is 2 manceuvre against which French and British public
opinion should be put on its GUAT...c..ccivuieiriineniiiiiiiereeiiiiornenenirensenans 186

162 M. COULONDRE ..\ovvnenrnieiiuieenerionanenenesireersanecrns Berlin, July 31
In a conversation with the French Ambassador in Berlin, Herr von
Weizsacker expresses his displeasure with regard to the communi-
cation from the French Minister for Foreign Affairs to Herr von
Ribbentrop ; he complains further of the attitude adopted publicly
by Mr. Chamberlain in the Danzig affair. His language tends to
prove that the German Government is impressed by the firmness
displayed by the Western Powers. The positions taken up by Paris
and London are now clearly understood in Berlin, and M. Coulondre
considers that, in so far as it depends on the French Government it
would be an advantage to keep silent about Danzig............... cEF e R 188

163 HERR VON RIBBENTROP......cocuiiieiiuinraeniniiennns Fuschl, July 13
Herr von Ribbentrop replies by a personal letter to the note handed
by M. Georges Bonnet to Count von Welczeck on July 1. After dis-
puting the point that the reservations made by the French Foreign
Minister on December 6 concerning the relations between France
and third powers, could apply to French relations with Poland,
he makes the following observations : (1) Germany denies France the
right to interfere in her spheres of vital interest; (2) Any violation
of Danzig territory by Poland, or any Polish provocation incompatible
with the prestige of the Reich, will be answered forthwith by the
advance of German forces, and the annihilation of the entire Polish
army ; (3) The threat contained in the French note and its reference
to French assistance to Poland can in no way impress the Fiihrer.
If things are such that the French Government desires war, it will
find Germany ready for it at any moment........oociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiseeseenn. 189

164 M. COULONDRE 005055008408 505 i85 duvo s nsasss s5heaia s¥odis Berlin, July 13
The French Ambassador in Berlin reports abnormal military activity
in German territory. The measures which have been taken will allow
of rapid concentration. Everything is happening as though the
German army were to be ready for any emergency after the beginning
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1656 M. DE SEGUIN ..iotiiiiiiiiriininiisiieneenresarsansraneneons Warsaw, July 19
Polish Government circles are reacting strongly to a report that Herr
Hitler contemplates settling the Danzig question by having himself
proclaimed President of the Senate of the Free City........ccoceevvinenn NP 194




