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Publisher’s Foreword

Because it is so lucid and clear, this book needs little introduction
except for the purpose of emphasizing its current relevance. It is an
utterly accessible, empirically-based introduction to the unconscious
dimensions of perception and judgement. In particular, the author
shows with great eloquence just how complicated and subject to
context are the supposedly most unequivocal facts — those of science.

The relevance to the present is that there is an important coming
together of ideas from psychoanalysis and philosophy, so that a
psychoanalytic theory of knowledge is in sight, though not yet in
sharp focus. We have in the work of M. L. Johnson Abercrombie a
synthesis of ideas and research from group analysis, the psychology
of perception and the philosophy of science. Abercrombie applies
them to the learning process of applied scientists, namely medical
studients. Using group analytic methods derived from S. H. Foulkes,
she then shows how group explorations can shed light on the processes
by which we come to have experiences which we believe to be
unequivocal.

I suggest that this book is an essential introduction to a
psychoanalytic epistemology of everyday life and of science. I read it
when it was first published in 1960; its insights have remained with
me, and its relevance to the present strikes me as considerable.

Robert M. Young
Spring 1989
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