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If we are to make THE CONTEMPORARY READER FROM LITTLE, BROWN a better
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1. Are there any contemporary topics not covered that you would like to see included?

2. What magazines do you read regularly? ‘

3. May we quote you.in our promotional efforts for this book?
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PREFACE

When the first edition of the The Contemporary Reader was published in
1984, it was the only such reader on the college market. There were
dozens of Freshman Comp anthologies around, full of bearded standards
such as Jonathan Swift's “A Modest Proposal,” George Orwell’s “Shoot-
ing an Elephant,” and Thucydides’ “Corcyraén Revolution,” but there
wasn’t a single collection of contemporary essays that students could
relate to—essays that were both well written and that could light the
student fire. !

Despite the obvious hole in the market, the first edition was still some-
thing of an experiment, but years of experience told us that students
perform best when their own interests are addressed. We were certain
that there was a need for a Contemporary Reader—a collection containing
essays specifically selected for their interest and accessibility to college
students, essays that talked abouit the time and culture students were part
of, and, of course, essays that inspired thought, stimulated class discus-
sion, and served as writing models.

From the enthusiastic response to the first edition, the expériment was
clearly a success. This second edition reflects that enthusiasm.



New to the second edition =

The Contemporary Reader must by its very nature be kept current, There-
fore, 1 have made some major changes at the suggestion of instructors
and students who used the first edition, Each of the thirteen areas has
been updated and strengthened: Dated material and readings that no
longer seemed to meet the needs of students and instructors have been
dropped, and I have added essays on subject matters new to the collec-
©tiont the effects of MTV; the Star Wars controversy, the message of

“current rock music, the dangers of ¢ocaine, homosexualhy i

. heroeés and heroines of today's géneration, and rellngS fai
~ 4dded a section, “On Contemporary Language,” which includes S
- - on current slang, taboo language; jargon, and Black Enghsh In fact, 1
* have added some thirty new essays, nearly all of which, were pubhshad
since the previous edition,

The Contemporary Reader, 2/e, contains seventy-three essays only a
handful of which were written before 1980. Those few are classic pieces
by prose masters such as E. B. White and James Thurber that are as fresh
today as they were wheén written.

About the Essays

Diversity

The second edition stll reflects the wide range of experiences, students
can identify with: television, advertising, the media, sports, the natural
world, abortion, the nuclear threat, dating, sexual roles, the latest fads,
jogging, gun control, weight control, drug abuse, capital punishment,
teenage pregnancy, religious conversion, death and dying, and more.
The writers are as diverse as their subjects: Betty Friedan, Loren Eiseley,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Michael Arlen, and Roger Angell, as well as such
familiar humorists as Andy Rooney, Russell Baker, Art Buchwald, Mike
Royko, Dave Barry, Patrick F. McManus, and William Safire.

Many of the authors are well-known professional editors or columnists
such as Ellen Goodman, William Raspberry, George F. Will, Diane
White, Norman Cousins, Jeff Greenfield, Gwynne Dyer, Michael Kmsley,
Robert Palmer, Lance Morrow, and Loudon Wainwright. Noted scientists

vi



Preface vii

and prize-winning authors are represented by Carl Sagan, Lewis Thomas,
Stephen Jay Gould, and Dr. Benjamin Spock.

Also included are previously unanthologized essays by some of the
most popular novelists writing today—Robert B. Parker, Herman Wouk,
Garrison Keillor, Nora Ephron, and Dan Wakefield.

The writing styles and techniques are equally diverse. Contained in
this collection are examples of the “basic” essay as well as editorials,
satirical narratives, parodies, news reports, journal entries, descriptive
narratives, pointed arguments, commercial ads, and more., They vary in
length from 500 to 2500 words.

Debates §
Essays on controversial topics are a special feature of The Contemporary
Reader. As in the first edition, many contemporary issues are confronted
from opposing points of view. Most of the thirteen sections contain a
debate. They might be indirect as in Part 3, “On Television,” where Jeff
Greenfield’s article “Don’t Blame TV’ argues against some of the
preceding viewpoints on the dangers of television. Sometimes the argu-
ments meet head-on, as do Mike Royko’s and William Raspberry’s oppos-
ing interpretations of the well-known Bernhard Goetz subway shooting
(in the “Conscience and Controversy” section). And sometimes writers
make direct assaults on each other, as in Part 6, “War and Peace in the
Nuclear Age,”” where Michael Kinsley’s “Nuclear Holocaust in Perspec-
tive” attacks Jonathan Schell’s stand in “The Effects of a Nuclear Explo-
'sion” as well as the nuclear freeze movement.

Debates can be found in nonissue sections as well, such as in Part 4,
“On Advertising,” which contrasts some barbed attacks on TV commer-
cials back to back with a cogent defense of familiar ads by professional
advertiser Charles Q’Neill.

Humor

There is no reason why the writing experience should not be fun, nor is
there any reason why writing models cannot be entertaining. Many of the
selections are very funny and entertaining, and in their humor they have
much to say. Nearly every section contains some humorous pieces. Even
Part 6, “War and Peace in the Nuclear Age,” concludes with Art Buch-
wald’s satirical narrative, “Evacuating the Capital? No Need to Hurry
Now.”

Advertisments

Because of the strong response to the magazine ads in the section “‘On
Advertising,” we have included a new batch of recently run ads with
specific questions to help students closely analyze how advertising works
on us—and to spark some lively class discussions. :
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Apparatus

‘This book is not just a collection of interesting thoughts on contemporary
experience. The selections offer varied but solid assistance to composi-
tion students trying to.develop their own writing abilities. First, all the
essays were written by professionals, thus they serve as models of many
different expository techniques and patterns. Second, each selection is
preceded by a headnote containing thematic and biographic information
as well as clues to writing techniques and strategies. Third, each piece is
followed by a series of review questions covering both thoughts and
themes (*“Topical Considerations”) and compositional features (*Rhe-
torical Considerations”). These questions are designed to stimulate class
discussion and to aid students in analyzing the form and content of the
essays. There are also some suggested writing assignments to help stu-
dents relate the essays to others and to their own experiences. I have also
included a Rhetorical ‘Table of Contents in this edition. -

Instructor’s Manual

An Instructor's Manual for this second edition of The Conlemporary Reader
from Little, Brown is available from the publisher. Instructors wishing to
obtain a complimentary copy of the manual may address their requests
(on school letterhead) to College Marketing, Little, Brown and Company,
34 Beacon Street, Boston, MA 02108.
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