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PREFACE

Since the first edition of Language Awareness appeared in 1974, its
purpose has been twofold: to foster an appreciation of the richness, flexi-
bility, and vitality of the English language and to encourage and help stu-
dents to use their language more responsibly and effectively in speech and
particularly in writing. Because of these purposes, Language Awarveness
has been used successfully in a variety of courses over the years. Its pri-
mary use, however, has been and continues to be in college composition
courses. Clearly, many instructors believe as we do that the study of lan-
guage and the study of writing go hand in hand.

Because the study of language is so multifaceted, we cover a broad
spectrum of topics, including the history of English, the relationship be-
tween language and culture, and the power of language in influencing
advertising, politics, the media, and gender roles. Opening students’ eyes
to the power of language —its ability to shape and manipulate percep-
tions and cultural attitudes—is, we believe, one of the worthiest goals a
writing class can pursue.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

As in previous editions, we have emphasized selections that are writ-
ten in nontechnical language on topics of current interest. Our questions
and introductory material help students to understand those topics, pro-
viding clearly defined opportunities for thoughtful writing. Guided by
comments and advice from hundreds of colleagues and students across
the country who have used the previous editions, we have made some
dramatic improvements in this eighth edition, especially strengthening
the language-writing connection.
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Four New Introductory Chapters on Writing
with Three New Student Papers

To supplement the study of language with instruction in writing it-
self, we have added four new chapters. Based on years of classroom expe-
rience, these four chapters provide students with sixty pages on the
essentials of college writing. Chapter 1 introduces students to the writing
process, and Chapters 2—4 discuss the three types of writing students will
encounter throughout the text. Chapter 2, “Writing from Experience,”
gives practical advice on how to use experimental writing for a purpose.
Chapter 3, “Writing from Reading,” shows students how to read care-
fully and analytically; it includes hints on annotating and an annotated
essay. Chapter 4, “Writing from Research,” offers a thorough discussion
of the research process and includes MLA-style models for preparing in-
text citations and a list of works cited. To further aid student understand-
ing, the writing principles in Chapters 2—4 are modeled in three sample
student papers—one in each chapter, and two new to this edition. Al-
though these four introductory chapters can be used sequentially—each
building on the last—we have tried to keep the structure flexible enough
to allow instructors to teach the chapters in any order. No other language
reader offers students this much help with writing.

New Selections

Over half of the seventy-four selections in Language Awareness are
new to this edition. However, we have retained many of the accessible,
informative, well-written, class-tested, and very often entertaining essays
from earlier editions, such as William Lutz’s “The World of Double-
speak,” George Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language,” Dorothy
Z. Seymour’s “Black Children, Black Speech,” and Richard Lederer’s,
“The Case for Short Words.”

The thirty-eight new selections, chosen for their insight and clear, grace-
ful writing, include Leslie Savan’s discussion of the language of sitcoms, Kurt
Vonnegut Jr.’s advice on style, Gordon Allport’s classic analysis of the lan-
guage of prejudice, Nathan Cobb’s investigation of gendered language in cy-
berspace, Caryl Rivers’s analysis of persistent myths about women, and Ethan
Bronner’s investigation of political correctness on American college cam-
puses. We believe these new selections will spark student interest and bring
currency to the otherwise class-proven essays retained from earlier editions.

New Thematic Chapters

Students and teachers, pleased with the relevancy of the thematic
chapters in past editions of Language Awareness, have asked us to add
new material on the media. In addition to the chapters “Coming to
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Terms with Language,” “Writers on Writing,” “Names and Naming,”
“Prejudice, Stereotypes, and Language,” “The Language of Persuasion:
Politics and Advertising,” and “Doublespeak, Euphemism, and Jargon,”
we have included a new chapter titled “Language and the Media,” made
up of essays that discuss the importance of language in news reporting
and entertainment. Another new chapter, also created in response to
reader demand, is Chapter 9, “Language and Culture,” with essays that
examine how language transmits culture and is at the very heart of the
issues surrounding diversity and multiculturalism.

New Chapter Structure

To better organize broad language issues, we have divided each
chapter into two or three bite-sized subchapters, each containing three to
five essays. For example, Chapter 10, “Language and the Media,” has
two subchapters: “Finding the Truth in the News” and “The Language
of Entertainment.” Similarly, the popular Chapter 6, “Writers on Writ-
ing,” is divided into the subchapters “Writing: The Transaction,” and
“Revising and Editing.” These subchapters not only provide students
with a structure for understanding interrelated subjects, but they are de-
signed to be just the right size to encourage papers requiring the synthe-
sis of several sources on a single topic.

New Language-in-Action Activities

To bring a bit of the outside world into Language Awareness and to
give students a chance to analyze real examples of the language issues dis-
cussed by the essayists, exciting new Language-in-Action activities now
accompany every selection in the text. These activities—designed to be
completed in about twenty minutes—ask students to take a hands-on ap-
proach to what they are learning from the essays, and to demonstrate
their growing language aptitude. The activities include poems, cartoons,
movie reviews, parodies, advertisements, photographs, essay excerpts, let-
ters to the editor, syndicated columns, and more. We believe they will
challenge students to apply what they have learned to the world around
them.

New and Innovative Casebooks

Each chapter concludes with a casebook that encourages both in-
depth comparative analysis and writing. Thought-provoking Writing
Suggestions, called Making Connections, appear at the end of the case-
books, which are of two types:
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LANGUAGE-IN-USE CASEBOOKS. These casebooks, which occur in
five chapters, present clusters of related documents for analysis, in-
cluding groups of short stories, speeches, parodies of manipulative
language, political documents, and a portfolio of magazine advertise-
ments.

CASE-IN-POINT CASEBOOKS. Appearing in three chapters, these
casebooks, present two or three different perspectives on narrowly
focused and hotly debated language issues, such as the English-only
movement, what constitutes correct usage, and names and naming in
the business world.

New End-of-Selection Questions

The format for the questions at the end of each selection has been

improved significantly to emphasize content and writing issues. The new
format includes two types of questions:

FOCUSING ON CONTENT. These questions help students to under-
stand the content of the selection (and thus to understand an aspect
of language) and to connect the information and ideas in the selec-
tion to their own experiences.

FOCUSING ON WRITING. The questions in this section take a num-
ber of directions. They may, for example, take a language principle
presented in the selection, ask students to explore it, directing stu-
dents to comment on writing applications they can envision for that
principle. Other Focusing on Writing questions may highlight such
techniques as the use of strong verbs, the active voice, tone, punctua-
tion, or sentence structure not explicitly discussed in the selection
but exhibited therein, and ask students to discuss them.

New End-of-Selection Writing Assignments

To give students more opportunities to practice thinking and writ-

ing, we provide several Writing Suggestions at the end of every selection,
each of which is designed to elicit a three-to-five-page paper. The Writing
from Experience assignments ask students to use their journal entries as
springboards for an extended essay; in Writing from Reading, students
use their analytical skills to play one article off against another; and the
Writing from Research assignments ask students to do—and write
about—some library or community-based research. Students may, for
example, examine the language used in local public documents, the lan-
guage used in law offices, or campus slang. All of these assignments rein-
force the coverage of writing in the new Chapters 1—4.
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RETAINED FROM THE SEVENTH EDITION

Tested Areas of Language Study

Although new essays have been added to each of them, six chapters in
this new edition are carryovers from the seventh edition. Instructors have
told us that the chapters on “Coming to Terms with Language,” “Writers
on Writing,” “Names and Naming,” “Prejudice, Stereotypes, and Lan-
guage,” “Doublespeak, Euphemism, and Jargon,” and “The Language of
Persuasion: Politics and Advertising” are indispensable in the writing
courses they teach. Not only are these topics legitimate areas of language
study, but they also teach students useful ways to look at and write about the
world around them. Each of these chapters has been updated to reflect re-
cent trends, but they still retain the spirit and purpose of their predecessors.

Writing to Discover

Each selection begins with a journal prompt designed to get students
writing— before they start reading—about their own experiences with
the language issues discussed in the selection. Students are then more
likely to approach the selection with a critical eye. From time to time,
class activities or writing assignments ask students to return to these jour-
nal writings and to reflect on them before proceeding with more formal
writing tasks.

Informative Headnotes

Headnotes preceding each selection discuss the content of the essay
and emphasize the key language principles involved. Pertinent informa-
tion about the author and where and when the selection was first pub-
lished is also included.

Rhetorical Contents

At the end of the text, an alternate table of contents classifies the se-
lections in Language Awareness according to the rhetorical strategies they
exemplify, making it easier for instructors to assign readings that parallel
the types of writing their students are doing.

Glossary of Rhetorical and Linguistic Terms

The Glossary of Rhetorical and Linguistic Terms includes definitions
of key language terms and concepts as well as the standard terminology
of rhetoric. Having all of these definitions in the book itself makes it easy
for students to look up unfamiliar terms as they read.
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Instructor’s Manual

Packed with teaching tips and suggested answers to end-of-selection
questions, the new Instructor’s Manual reflects all the changes in the ap-
paratus that accompanies each selection. It also offers advice on how to
approach the four new introductory chapters on writing, each of the
Language-in-Action activities, and each chapter-ending casebook.
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