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Preface

This is the best book I've ever written. Its based on the opening
rhetorical chapters of The Blair Handbook, a 1994 work 1 coauthored with
Alan Hayakawa. The four years it took to write the Handbook forced me
to articulate clearly—sometimes for the first time—what I most believed
about teaching writing. When that collaborative book was done, how-
ever, | realized that, in spite of its merits as a comprehensive reference
work, it was not a book for everyone. Many instructors, myself included,
prefer briefer rhetorics for classroom instruction because briefer works
are more portable, personal, and, perhaps, less intimidating to first-year
college writers.

So 1 rethought, rewrote, retitled, and rearranged the rhetorical
chapters from The Blair Handbook and then reshaped them into the
briefer 27-chapter rhetoric now in your hands. And, as you might ex-
pect, this reworking has pushed these chapters toward still further clarity.
The Working Writer includes personal elements not appropriate to a coau-
thored handbook: more of my own voice, more student voices, more
sample papers, more unusual assignments, more encouragement to ex-
periment.

At the same time, this book isn't for all teachers. It is a composing-
process book that includes numerous student samples in every chapter,
that treats research—including field research—as a regular part of the
composing process, that features collaborative and expressive writing as-
signments, and that emphasizes revision as the secret to better writing. In
other words, The Working Writer is aimed at instructors who believe stu-
dent writers profit from a generous amount of ungraded writing; who be-
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lieve writing is an unpredictable, messy process that can be brought un-
der control by thoughtful revision; who believe that students need to
take risks with form, style, and convention in order to grow and develop
as writers. Many of the ideas that inform this book come from the cur-
rent practices of fiction and nonfiction writers alike, whose prose con-
tains careful research on the one hand and lively voices and provocative
formats on the other.

In sum, you may find The Working Writer especially useful if you ask
students to keep journals and to work in collaborative groups; if you
teach writing as rewriting, encourage field as well as library research,
center your class around student writing, assess the results with portfo-
lios, and have some sense of humor. That, at least, is how I teach and
how I have structured this book.

Finally, Iwould like to acknowledge those who helped make
The Working Writer work: first, of course, Nancy Perry, my tough-love
editor at Blair Press. Next those who reviewed the manuscript with
careful and critical eyes: Gay Lynn Crossley, Kansas State University;
Ernest H. Johansson, Ohio State University; Fred Kemp, Texas Tech-
nical University; and Ronald Shook, Utah State University. And, as al-
ways, Laura, Megan, and Annie for their encouragement, patience, and
support.

Toby Fulwiler
Essex Junction, Vermont
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