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= Dedication =

A little while when I am gone

My life will live in music after me,

As spun foam lifted and borne on

After the wave is lost in the full sea.
—SARA TEASDALE

For Constance Dalmas Ruch (1911-2000),
for showing me the way
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If neither governesses or mothers know, how can they teach? So
long as education is not provided for them, how can it be provided
by them?
—— SaraH EMiLy Davies (1860-1908), Thoughts on Some Questions
Relating to Women

Throughout the centuries, women have always had something to
say-—even when no one was listening. But if women are to pass on
the knowledge we've learned from our mothers, and our mothers’
mothers, we must be able to hear their observations and their pas-
sions in their own words. Otherwise, how can we truly pass on
their thoughts to those women who come after us? If we are not
taught their wisdom, how can we pass on the legacy of their expe-
rience?

All too often, volumes of quotable quotes have focused on men.
From statesmen to shamans, philosophers to politicians, all have
been able to record their point of view. Women’s wisdom is no less
profound for being so often ignored. This is why I wanted to write
The Quotable Woman.

Whether yow're a speechwriter looking for that perfect quote, a
teacher hoping to inspire your students, or a trivia buff locked in a
dispute over who said what, The Quotable Woman brings together a
collection of viewpoints and observations from some of the most
fascinating and diverse women of all time. I've tried hard to include
not just the wealthy and the well-educated European white women
of the twentieth century, but haunting observations by women
from all walks of life, from many different lands and many cen-
turies—Maya Angelou to Mae West, Sojourner Truth to Simone de
Beauvoir, Elizabeth I to Lady Murasaki.

The book is organized into dozens of thematic sections such as
“Anger,” “Children,” “Education,” “Love,” and “Politics,” to make it
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easy to find just the quote you're looking for on any particular topic.
(If you're looking for quotes from a particular woman, you can turmn
to the index.)

Why a quote book? As 1.-E. Landon says in Romance and Reality
(1831), “An apt quotation is like a lamp which flings its light over
the whole sentence.” Whether you're looking for a witty anecdote
or taking solace in the wisdom of a kindred spirit, odds are you'll
find it in the illuminating words of wise women such as Willa
Cather, Golda Meir, Millicent Fenwick, Madeleine LEngle, or
Nadia Boulanger.

Any why? Because a good quotation or an illuminating idea can
change your feelings, your outlook, and even your concept of life
itself. As Emily Bronté wrote in Wuthering Heights (1847): “I've
dreamt in my life dreams that have stayed with me ever after, and
changed my ideas: they've gone through and through me, like wine
through water, and altered the colour of my mind.”

Carol Turkington
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