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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The papers in this volume arose from the conference on ‘Futbol,
Futebol, Soccer: Football in the Americas” hosted by the Institute of
Latin American Studies (ILAS) (now the Institute for the Study of
the Americas, or ISA) at the University of London in October 2003.
The conference was the first large-scale academic gathering in the
United Kingdom to assess the state of research on the role of sport
in society in Latin America and the sports business in the hemi-
sphere, and it attracted an attendance of over 200 academics,
postgraduate students and journalists. It would not have been
possible without the support of three institutions and their directors:
the Institute of Latin American Studies in London and Professor
James Dunkerley, who supported this project wholeheartedly from
the point at which it was first suggested to him; the Centre for
Brazilian Studies in Oxford and Professor Leslie Bethell, who
financed the attendance of the Brazilian scholars who have
contributed to this volume; and the University of Liverpool
Management School and Professor Denis Smith, its founding
Director. Olga Jiménez and Karen Perkins of ILAS undertook the
local arrangements for the conference in London with their
customary efficiency. We are extremely grateful to all of them.
Alongside the papers printed here, a number of other papers and
talks were presented at the conference — by Alex Bellos, Jimmy
Burns, Matthew Hayes, Eduardo Salazar, Alan Tomlinson, Fernando
de Tomaso and Alexandre Rocha Loures. The latter two, in particular
— as representatives respectively of Racing Club of Avellaneda and
Atlético Paranaense of Curiitba — contributed significantly to our
understanding of the possibilities and constraints facing those who are
attempting to modernise the management of the football business in
Latin America. Thanks are due also to the authors in this volume for
their patience with the editors when their other duties intervened to
stall its completion, and for their swift responses to our inquiries.
Finally, we wish to thank our families for their interest in seeing us



complete this project, and for their support of our long-standing
predilections for Arsenal FC and Liverpool FC respectively, as well
as our appreciation of South American football and footballers.

Rory Miller
Liz Crolley
Liverpool, January 2007
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