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Preface

Although this book shares the same title as a series of books for other
platforms and operating environments, it is fully up to date for SPSS 7.5.
I hope that the many users of the earlier books will find it not just
changed but improved. Its goal remains the same: to provide an unintim-
idating introduction both to data analysis and to SPSS. This book can be
used either as a supplementary text or as the primary text in an introduc-
tory course in data analysis. It is designed for use with SPSS 7.5, includ-
ing the student version, in the Windows 95 operating environment.

This product, built around a graphical user interface and featuring an
innovative Qutput Navigator, represents a substantial change from ear-
lier versions of SPSS. Students no longer have to learn arcane commands.
Classroom time no longer has to be spent on teaching students how to
make things work and what to do when they don't work. There is no
such thing as a job that won’t run! In addition, the graphical capabilities
of the software have been greatly expanded, and the statistical output of
the program can be handled with as much flexibility as the graphics. As
a natural result, both teaching and learning about data analysis are easier
and a lot more interesting than they once were.

Data Files

Since the best way to learn about data analysis is to actually do it, this
book uses real data to solve a variety of problems. Data from the General
Social Survey are analyzed in several of the chapters and in the exercises.
Examples and exercises are not limited to the General Social Survey,
however. The variety of data files used should make this book appealing
to a broader range of students and teachers. The data files used in the
chapters and in the exercises are supplied on the disk included with this
book. They can also be downloaded free of charge from the SPSS web
site at http://www.spss.com or via anonymous FIP at ftp.spss.com.
The file location on the FTP site is \pubispssisample\datasets and the
filename is norusis.exe.



Using This Book

This book is divided into four parts: “Getting Started with SPSS,” De-
scribing Data,” “Testing Hypotheses,” and “Examining Relationships.”
Within these parts, each chapter presents a problem and statistical tech-
niques useful for solving it. Detailed descriptions of the SPSS procedures
used are also provided. Each chapter also contains extensive exercises
that use the data files described above. Instructors can choose exercises
that best suit the interests and sophistication of their students.
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