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PREFACE

There are a number of dictionaries on the market whose titles readily
spring to mind and whose merits are beyond question. Why then a new
dictionary ?

First, there is in every language a notable absence of dictionaries that
provide a reliable modern terminology for the many objects, devices,
machines, instruments or tools of everyday life. Secondly, bilingual
Canada, and particularly Quebec, have long carried out and achieved
world renown in the field of terminological research. Linguistic boards
and organizations are maintained by governments; highly-skilled termi-
nologists, linguists and translators are trained by universities ; and efficient,
competent terminology and translation services thrive within large corpo-
rations.

Given this context, it was only logical for Editions Québec/Ameérique
to engage in the great adventure of compiling a dictionary. In four years,
terminologists, linguists, researchers, translators, illustrators and graphic
artists, under the supervision of prominent terminologist and linguist
Jean-Claude Corbeil, have devised and composed an impressive work of
reference. No dictionary had yet been specifically designed to cope with
this era of information where high technology pervades every facet of our
daily life. This one fills a tremendous gap.

Its novel presentation, carefully selected content, didactic illustrations
and simplicity of use make it a unique tool for anyone concerned with
using the right term in all circumstances. It is a work intended for clear,
efficient communication serving to develop and enrich everyone’s vocabu-
lary.

Jacques Fortin
Publisher
Editions Québec/Amérique
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