


SIDNEY SHE

A STRANGER
IN THE

_MIRROR.

AARMER

NEW YORK BOSTON



If you purchase this book without a cover vou should be aware that
this book may have been stdlen property ang fported as “unsold and
destroyed” to the publisher. In such case nefther the author nor the
publisher has received any payment for this “stripped book.”

NOTE TO THE READER
The art of making others laugh is surely a wondrous gift from the gods.
I affectionately dedicate this book to the comedians, the men and
women who have that gift and share it with us. And to one of them in
particular: my daughter’s godfather, Groucho.

Copyright © 1976 by The Sidney Sheldon Family Limited Partnership
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any
form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information
storage and retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the
publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote brief passages in a
review. |

Published in arrangement with HarpetCollnB Publishers Inc., New York
and The Sidney Sheldon Family Limited Paitnership.
Cover design by Tony Russo

Warner Books

Time Warner Book Group;

1271 Avenue of the AmerigiaNY. NY.10020
Visit our Web site at wwwI¥DODIENaTK.CORY:.

Printed in the United Staté' STATneHGE"

First Warner Books Printing: March 1977
Reissued: May 1981, July 2001, October 2005

67 66 65 64 63 62 61

ATTENTION CORPORATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS:
Most WARNER books are available at quantity discounts
with bulk pumhase for educational, business, or sales
promotional use. For information, please call or write:
Special Markets Department, Warner Books, Inc. 1271 Avenue of
_the Americas, New York, NY 10020-1393. i
Telephone: 1-800-222-6747 Fax: 1-800-477-5925:




PRAISE FOR #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLING AUTHOR
SIDNEY SHELDON

“When you want a novel you'simply can’t put down, go to
Sheldon.” ‘
‘ —New York Daily News

“Grab a spoon . . . a steaming bewlful of glamour, sex, and
sizzle.” |

—People on The Sky Is Falling

“When it comes to concocting plots full of twists, Sheldon

has no peers.”

“A master stbrytell_er.” -
| —USA Today

“Sheldon hypnotizes the reader as he brings distinctive
characters alive.”

“Terrific ... . from the begmmng to the end; an-absorbing
story unfolds & |
—Chattanooga Free Press on Morning, Noen & Night

“Sheldon still has the knack:for creating characters and a
story that'readers care about.”
—Detroit Free Press

“A storyteller for readers who like to be entertained.”
—Plttsburgh. Press
TROTE .. <



“Delicigusly steamy . . . almost impossible to put down.”
—Boston Herald on Nothing Lasts Forever

“A fast-paced mystery tour. . . . The man knows how to
deliver magic . . . suspenseful storytel]mg . his signature
twists, tums, and ironic surprises.”

—New York Post

“A page-turner . . . international intrigue, passion, and
deceit. . . . Sheldon fans won’t be disappointed.”
—USA Weekend on The Doomsday Conspiracy

“The master of the storytelling genre.”
4. ¥ p=n —People

“Easy to read and hard to put down . . . another winner for
the acclaimed novelist.”
—Baton Rouge Advocate on Nothing Lasts Forever

“Fast paced. . . . We get the vengeful heroines that made the
author instantly famous.”
| —Denver Rocky Mountain News



“Intriguing . . . Sidney Sheldon [has] a unique way to make
ordinary scenes come alive. His novels stand out.”
—San Francisco Chronicle

“Great reading. . . . A novel of betrayal greed suspense,
and romance. It is a true page-turner.” -
——Nashville Banner on Doomsday Conspiracy

“Readable and entertaining . . . ends with a dramatic flourish.”
—lLLibrary Journal on Nothing Lasts Forever

“Sheldon is able to open the door to escapism so cleverly
thatthethresholdiscmuedunbomngly That sort of
doorsmanship lifts storyte.]]mg to an honorable and worthy
calling.” s -

“Sidney Sheldon scores with another tale of money and

deception. . . . There’s nothing to do with this novel but
enjoy it.”

—San Antonio Express News on

Morning, Noon & Night



The Incomparable Sidney Sheldon

Best known today for his exciting blockbuster novels,
Sidney Sheldon is the author of Are You Afraid of the Dark?,
The Sky is Falling, Tell Me Your Dreams, The Best Laid Plans,
Morning, Noon &> Night, Nothing Lasts Forever, The Stars
Shine Down, The Doomsday Conspiracy, Memories of
Midnight, The Sands of Time, Windmills of the Gods, If
Tomorrow Comes, Master of the Game, Rage of Angels,
Bloodline, A Stranger in the Mirror, and The Other Side of
Midnight. All have been international bestsellers. His first
book, The Naked Face, was acclaimed by the New York Times
as “the best first mystery of the year” and received an Edgar
nomination. Most of his novels have become major feature
films or TV miniseries, and there are more than 300 million
copies of his books in print throughout the world.

Before he became a novelist, Sidney Sheldon had
already won a Tony Award for Broadway's Redhead and an
Academy Award for Tk BachMér-@id the Bobby-Soxer. He
has won several Box Qffe#*Awards'ynd has written the
screenplays for twehBSlive mouop pictures, including
Easter Parade (with Judy-Gatland) and Annie Get Your Gun,
both of which won Kidh S&¥een* Writers Guild Awards. In
addition, he penned six other Broadway hits and created
three long-running television series, The Pasty Duke Show,
I Dream of Jeannie, which he also produced and for which
he received an Emmy nomination, and Hart % Hart. A
writer who has delighted millions with his award-winning
plays, movies, novels, and television shows, Sidney Sheldon
reigns as the master storyteller.

To learn more about this book and author, visit
www.sidneysheldon.com, and sign up for the Sidney
Sheldon eNewsletter at www.twbookmark.com.
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This is a work of fiction. Except for the
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If you would seek to find yourself
Look not in a mirror

For there is but a shadow there,
A stranger . . .
—SILENIUS, Odes to Truth



PROLOGUE

On a Saturday morning in November in 1969, a
series of bizarre and inexplicable events occurred aboard
the fifty-five-thousand-ton luxury liner S.S. Bretagne as
ltwasprepmngwsaﬂﬁamthePortofNewYOIkm
Le Havre.

Claude Dessard, chief purser of the Bretagne, a capa-
able and meticulous man, ran, as he was fond of saying,
a “tight ship.” In the fifteen years Dessard had served
aboard the Bretagne, he had never encountered a situ-
ation he had not been able to deal with efficiently and
discreetly. Considering that the S.S. Bretagme was a
French ship, this was high tribute, indeed. However,
on this particular day it was as though a thousand
devils were conspiring against him. It was of small con-
solation to his sensitive Gallic pride that the intensive
investigations conducted afterward by the American
and French branches of Interpol and the steamship
line’s own security forces failed to tarn up a single
plausible explanation for the extraordinary happenings
of that day.

Because of the fame of the persoms involved, the
story was told in headlines all over the world, but the
mystery remained unsolved.

As for Claude Dessard, he retired from the Cie.
Trans-atlantique and opened a bistro in Nice, where he
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never tired of reliving with his patrons that strange, un-
forgettable November day.

It had begun, Dessard recalled, with the delivery of
flowers from the President of the United States.

One hour before sailing time, an official black imou-
gine bearing government license plates had driven up
to Pier 92 on the lower Hudson River. A man wearing
a charcoal-gray suit had disembarked from the car, car-
rying a bouquet of thirty-six Sterling Silver roses. He
had made his way to the foot of the gangplank and ex-
changed a few words with Alain Safford, the Bretagne’s
officer on duty. The flowers were ceremoniously trans-
ferred to Janin, a junior deck officer, who delivered
them and then sought out Claude Dessard.
 “I thought you might wish to know,” Janin reported.
“Roses from the President to Mme. Temple.”

Jill Temple, In the last year, her photograph had ap-
peared on the front pages of daily newspapers and on
magazine covers from New York to Bangkok and Paris
to Leningrad. Claude Dessard recalled reading that she
had been number one in a recent poll of the world’s
most admired women, and that a large number of new-
born girls were being christened Jill. The United States
of America had always had its heroines. Now, Jill Tem-
ﬁlo.‘ll::dhl:ieomeone.ﬂe'rmpmdthetanmsﬂcbat-

e she bad won and then so iromically lost had captured
the imagination of the world. It was a great love story,
but it was much more than that: it contained all the
elements of classic Greek drama and tragedy.

CﬂmdeDmdmnoﬂonddAneﬂum,bmin
this case he was delighted to make an exception. He
had tremendous admiration for Mme. Temple. She
was—and this was the highest accolade Dessard could
tendet'—gdmte.Heruolvedtomtoitthathervoyage
on his ship would be a memorable one.

The chief purser turned his thoughts away from Jill
Temple and concentrated on a final check of the passen-
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