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Abbreviations used in the dictionary

abbreV. abbreviation
adj(s). adjective(s)

Abbreviations of names of languages or regions

adv(s). adverb(s)
and/or ‘and’ or ‘or'—
both or either
cap. capital
cent. century
coll.  colloquial(ly)
comp. comparative
conj. conjunction
conn. connected (with),
connection
contr. contracted
dial. "~ dialect
‘Dict. dictionary
dim. diminutive
E. East
eg. (L. exempli gratia)
for example
esp. “especially
fem. feminine
fol.  lollowing
Afr Alfrican .
Amer. American
Austr. Australian
Celt. Celtic
Dan. Danish
Du. Dutch
Engl.  English
Fr. French
Gael. Gaelic
Ger. German
Gk. Greek

pa.t
perh.
pfx.

Heb.
Ir

It
Jap.
L

M.
M.E.
Norw.
NZ.
0.
O.E.

(L. id est) that is
imitative
imperative

“including
‘infinitive

influenced
interjection
masculine
modem
North
nounts)
neuter .

. noun plural

opposed. opposite
origin. original(ly)
penny. pence

past participle
passive

past tense
perhaps

prefix

Hebrew

Irish

Italian
Japanese
Latin

NMiddic
Middle English
Norwegian
New Zealand
Oud

Old English

In etymologies, a dash (—) means ‘from’.

pl. plural
prp. . present participle
pr.t. present tense
prep.  preposition
b. probably
pron. pronounced
pron(s). pronoun(s)
R.C. Roman Catholic
S. South
sing.  singular
sq.  square
sfx. suffix
superl. superlative
~usu.  usuallly)
vis), verbis)
vb(s).
wis)i verb(s)intransitive
vis)e. verb(s) transitive
vulg. vulgartly)

Pers. Persian

Port. Portuguese
Russ. Russian

S. Afr  South African
Scand. Scandinavian
Scot. Scottish

Sp. Spanish
Swed. Swedish

Turk. . Turkish -
US.(A.). Uniied States

W Welsh
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Pronunciation guide

re shown by putting a stress mark after the accented syliable, thus:

hm'du du-pd'

Vowels and m in acnentd syllables

Somnd  Examples Pronunciation
@ asin fate,bare name, hair nam, har

d asin father. far ms. harm : grds, hdrm

a asin sat : have bad, hav

é asin me, fear lean, here lén, hér

e asin pet ; red, said : red, sed

i asin mine,sire side, hire sid, hir

i asin bid in, busy pin, biz'i

d asin mote, more ne, floor bon, flor

o asin pgot shot, shone shot, shon

& asin all, for, more lawn, horn, floor l6n, hérn, flor
60 asin moon, poor fool, tour fool, todor

oo asin foot full, would fool, wood

% asin mute, pure tune, endure tian, in-dur'

u asin bud run, love run, luv

@ asin her y heard, bird, world, absurd  hiird, biird, wiirld, ab-sird’
ow asin house, hour mount, sour mownt, Sowr
oi asin boy buoy, soil boi, soil
Vowels of unaccented syllables

These are marked with a dot to show that they are not pronounced asdistinctly asin
accented syllables: m'fdm si'lént, bish'op, om'ni-bis.

Consonants.
bdfhjklmnprsit, uuandzarcpmnounwdasmstandardEnglld'l

" The following other symbols are used: _ \
. Sound Examples - Pronunciation

- ch asin cheap church. ' chiirch
‘g asin good game : gam
H asin loch pibroch ' pé'broH
hw asin where what ; : hwot
ng asin sing rang, longer rang, long'ger
. sh asin shine . shape, sugar shap. shoog'ar
- th asin thin theme, health . them, helth *
TH asin then though, bathe THO, ba‘TH ‘
- asin yet young, feature yung "tynr (or fé' chur)
zh asin azure measure, vision mezh'ir, vizh'(0)n
Additional sounds in foreign words

an*and on*are French nasal vowels, as in vin blanc.'is used where a pronunciation
with é is possible, but not obligatory, in French, as in timbre tan"br’.
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Preface

Chambers Pocket Dictionary provides in a concise but easy-
to-read form a wide selection of the words most likely to be
met with in everyday life. It is completely up-to-date, and
‘reflects, as far as its scope allows, the latest trends and dev-
clopments in science and technology and in the world at
large. | -

The definitions are clear and simple, and many examples
have been added which show the words in use in phrases and
sentences.

Help has been given with the spelling of parts of verbs,
plurals of nouns, and comparatives and superlatives of
adjectives: : -

(a).where a letter is doubled (as in grin, grinning, grinned:

big, bigger, biggest) or where doubt about doubled letters
could arise (as in benefit, benefiting, benefited):

(b) where a final -y or -0 'might cause difficulty (as fairy,
fairies; silly, sillier, silliest; potato, potatoes);

(¢) with all present ﬁarticiplcs of verbs ending in -e, most of
which simply drop the -e before -ing (as in smile, smiling; but
die, dying, and singe, singeing).

Where the past tense of an irregular verb is different from
- the past participle, both forms are of course given in the
dictionary. Where only the past participle is given, the past -
tense is to be understood as being the same as the past
participle. : g

In this dictionary, words such as realise and realisation are
spelled -ise and -isation, but it is equally correct to spell them -
-1ze and -ization.

Finally, the editors would like to thank Catherine Schwarz
and John Simpson for their assistance with the preparation of
the Pocker Dictionary. .



a, an a, an, or emphatic @, an, adjs. the
indefinite article (a is used before words
starting with the sound of a consonant,
e.g. adog, a year, a ewe; an is used before
words beginning with the sound of a
vowel, e.g. an ear, an honour) 1 one. 2
any. 3 each, every.

[O.E. an, one.]

Al @'wun’, adj. 1 classed as Al in Lloyd’s
Register of ships. 2 (coll.) very good.
aback a-bak’, adv. (of sails) pressed back-

. ward against the mast by the wind.
taken aback taken by surprise and rather
upset.

abacus ab’a-kis, n. a counting-frame. [L.]

abaft a=bdft’, adv. 1 on the stern part of a
ship. 2 behind.—prep. behind.

[O.E. bafian, behind.)

abandon a-ban'don, v.1. 1 to give up. 2t0

desert. 3 to yield (oneself) without

restraint (t0): to abandon oneself to

despair.—n. careless freedom of action.

aban’doned adj. 1 eolnpletely deserted.

2 very wicked.

aban’donment n. lheactofabmdomng

[O.Fr. & bandon, at the disposal (of).)
abase a-bas’, v.t. to humble:—pr.p.

ln' .

abasement n.

[Thrw;hOPr-—sameL rootahu’]
abash a-bash’, v.t. to make ashamed or con-

fused; to disconcert.

E'.IFL esbahir, to be amazed—interj.

abate a-bar', v.t. 1 to make less. 2 to
deduct.—v.i. to grow less:—pr.p.

-

1

abate’'ment n. 1 the act of abating. 2 the
sum or quantity abated.
[O.Fr. abatre, to beat down.] ,

abattoir a’bat-wir, -bat’', -wér', n. lpuhhc
slaughterhouse. [Fr] .

abbacy ab’a-si, n.ltheomcdoflnlbhm
2 an abbey:—pl. abb'acies.
abbé ab’a, n. 1 orig. the French name for
an abbot. 2 a priest or clergyman.
abbess ab’es. See abbet.
abbey ab'i, n. 1 a convent under an abbot
or abbess. 2 the church now or formerly
attached to it:—pl. abb’eys.
abbot ab'ot, n..the male head of an
abbey:—fem. abb'ess. :
Late L. abbaria, ; L. abbas, abbot
from Palestine word for ‘father’).]

abbreviate a-bré'vi-dt, v.t. 1 to shorten. 2
to abridge:—pr.p. abbré'viating.
abbrevid’tion n. 1 the act of
Zamdamwhﬂum
[L. abbreviare—brevis, short.]

ABC 3-bé-sé, n. 1 the alphabet. 2 a table of
mfmmnymnpd.eg
amhlylimeuble 3 a course of basic
instruction: * the ABC of Dbicytle
maintenance.

abdicate ah'di-kat, v.1 and v.i. formally to
give up (oﬁw ~or dignity):—pr.p.
ab’dicating.
abdici’tion n.

[L. ab, from, dicare, to proclaim.]
abdomen ab-do'meén, or ab’, n. 1 the belly.
2 the part of the body below the chest.
abdom’inal (-dom’-) adj.

[L]

abduct ab-dukt’, v.t. ltotakeawaybyfnud

or violence. 2tohdnap



abeam
abduc’tion .
[L. dlbdua!m—ab from, dua‘re.toduw
lead
abeam a-bém’, adv. on the beam, or in a
line at right to a vessel’s length.
aberration ab-ér-a'sh(o)n, n. 1 act of wan-
~ dering from the right path or from the
normal way of behaving. 2 a mental lapse.
[L. aberrare—errare, 10 wander.]
abet a-bet’, v.1. 10 give encouragement or
aid 10 (used chiefly in a bad sense):—pr.p.
abett’ing; pa.p. abett’ed.
abett’or, abett’er ns.
[O.Fr. abeter.]
. abeyance a-ba’ans: in abeyance 1 undecided
for the present: The matter was left in
. 2left unfilled for the time being:
moﬁceofprmdemmmckym
[O.Fr. abeance—beer, baer, to gape.]
abhor ab-hdr', v.1. 1 to detest, loathe. 2 to
shun, reject utterly:—pr.p. abhorr’ing;

pa.p. abhorred’. (
abhorr’ence n.

abborr’ent adj. hateful: Deceit was abhor-
rent to him.

[L. abhorrére—ab, from; same root as
horror. |

abide a-bid’; v.t. 1o endure, tolerate: / can-
not abide an person.—uv.i.
(old-fashioned) to dwell; to stay:—pr.p.
abid’ing; pa.t. abode’ or abid’ed.
abide by to adhere to, act according to:
to abide by one's promise; to abide by the
terms of the treaty.
[O.E. abidan—bidan, to wait.]

ability. See able.

abject ab’jekt, adj. cowering, miserable.
ab’jectly adv. ab’jectness n.
(L. abjectus, cnstmy—pcére to throw. |

abjure ab-joor', v.t. to swear to give up or
to leave for ever:—pr.p. abjur’ing.
(L. ab, from, jurdre, tQ swear.]

ablaze é—?ﬁz’, adv., adj. (not used before
a noun) 1 burning strongly 2 bright.

able @'bl, adj. 1 having e %
power, Or means (to do a thing). 2 skilful,
talented, clever,

ability 4-bil'i-ti, n. 1 the quality of bei

able. 2 power (physical or mental). 3
ficient , ‘skill, etc. (to do
something) —pl abil’itles; opp. in-
abil’ity.

a'bly adv.

abort

a’ble-bod’led adj. having a strong body.

able seaman, able-bodied seaman (abbrev.

A.B.) one able to perform ail the duties

of seamanship and having a higher rating

than the ordinary sailor.

See also disable.

[O.Fr. (h)able—L. habére, 10 have. ]
sblution a-bioo'sh(o)n, n. (often in pl., usu.

Jrumorous) act of washing, esp. the body.

°[L. ablutio—ab, away, luére, 10 wash.}
abnormal ab-ndrmill adj. 1 not normal. 2

very unusual.

abaormal’ity n. (pl.-les).

abnor'mally adv.

[Fr. anormal—Gk. anémalos, uneven; see

anomaly. |
aboard a-bord', -bord’, adv. or prep. 1 on
board. 2 in, or into (a ship, a train, etc.).
abode' a-bod’, n. a dwelling-place, house.
of no fixed abode without a permanent

address.
[O.E. abidan (pa.t. abad), to wait.|
abode?. See abide.

abolish a-bol’ish, v.t. 1 to put an end to, to
do away with. 2 to annul.
aboli’tion n.
aboli’tionist #n. one who seeks to abolish
anything, e.g. capital punishment or (his-
tory) slavery.
* [Fr. abolir; from L.]
A-bomb a@'bom, n. an atomic bomb.
abominate a-bom’in-at, v.t. to loathe, detest
extremely:—pr.p. abom’inating.
abom’inable adj. hateful, detestable.
abom'inably adv.
abomind’tion n. 1 loathing. 2 anything
disgusting or detestable.
abcminable smowman a large ape-like
creature to inhabit the snows of
Tibet (also yeti).
[L. abominari, turn from as of bad omen.
aborigines ab-o-rij'in-€z, n.pl. the original
or native inhabitants of a country:—sing.

‘ine (-rij'i-né), slang abbrev.
ab's:—pl. ab'ds,
aborig’inal adj. carliest, primitive.—n,
one of the aborigines.

[L. y—ab origine, from the beginning, ]
abort a-bort’, v.i. 1 to miscarry in birth. 2

to cease to lopbeforcdevelopment

is . 3 to come to

1 to terminate the de velopment o (atoe-




abound

tus), or a pregnancy in (a female). 2 to
put a stop to, abandon (a project, etc.).
abor’tien n

Mﬂndj unsucoessful: an abortive

[L. Oppouteto.orm rise.]
sbound a-bownd’, v.i. 1 to be in
supply. 2tobench(m).wellmpphed
(with).
Seca!som :
[L. abundare, to overﬂaw—-uuda a
wave.)
about a-bowt’, prep. lroundontheoutnde
. of. 2 all round. 3 here and there in. 4 on
(one’s person). § belonging to, as a ual-
ity. 6 near (place, time, size, etc.). 7
concerning.—adv. 1 around. 2 near. ¥
nearly. 4 here and there. 5 on the opposite
:abcok.iintheopthedirdcﬁon:mfoce
ul.
be about to to be on the poipt of.
time, turn, about alternately, in turn.
week, day,
week, day, etc,
. [O.E. on bitan.)
above a-buv', prep. 1 on or to the upper
side of. 2 hi than. 3 more than. 4 too
proud or too to descend.to.—adv.
1 overhead. 2 in a higher position, order,

O.E. abi
A o rub off {skin, eic.).

2 to wear down by friction:—pr.p.’

|

'ing.
ﬂnlu&-brizh’(o)n n. 1 the act of rub-
hm'oﬂ 2 an injury caused by scraping

zw. -5iv) adj. 1 scraping. 2 of

i
i
%

e
i
i
i
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root as abbreviate.]
mlddcmz

etc. about every alternate °

absolute

country or other countries: letters from
abroad. 3
[O.E. on, on, and broad.)
abrogate ab'ro-gat, v.t. tomande.iodo
away. with {(c.g: 2 law)—prp.
ab'rogating.
abroga'tion 7.
{:.wdllb away, rogire, to ask, propose a
abrupt a-brupt’, adj. 1 the opposite of grad-
ual. 2 steep. 3 sudden, hasty. 4 (of style) .
suddenly from one thought to
another!(o(mnnen)ung:mnﬂe

abscess ab’ses, n. an inflamed area or swell-
ing, containing pus, formed within a nssue
of the body.
[L. ]abmm—abs. away, cedlre, cessum,
g0.

abscond a2b-skond', v.i. to run away
esp. in order to escape the law. -
g.‘.kabscondére—ab:. away, condére, to

absent ab’sént, adj. 1 away, notspresent. Z
not existing. J inattentive.—v.1. (ab-sent’)
to keep (oneself) away (from e.g. a
meeting).
ab’sence n. 1 the state of being away. 2
want (of). 3 inattention.
absentee’ (-72’) n. 1 one whyp is absent. 2
one who makes a habit of being away
from his estate, office or employment.—
Also adj. (used only before a noun).

" absemtee’lsm n. the practice of being
absent from duty. '
ab'sently adv.
ab’sent-mind’ed adj. inattentive to what
is happening round one.
absence of mind forgetfulness. in-

- attention.

- [L. absens, pr.p. of abesse; mbelway]

M) ab'sinth, n. 1 wormwood. 2 a

rﬂmwi&n&w}m

[Fr. absinthe; from L.)

abeslute ab'sol-iit, or -50¢, adj. 1 free from
limits o restrictions. 2 not limited by rules
or laws: an absolute monarch. 3 complete.
certain: absoluse proof.



absolution
ab’solutely adv. 1 without restriction. 2
completely.—interj. (-iat’, -60t") certainly,
I agree.
absolute alcohol water-free alcohol.
absolute zero the lowest possible temper-
ature, approximately —273°C.
[L. absoliitus; same root as absolve.)
absolution. Sece absolve.
absolve ab-zolv’, or -solv’, v.1. 1 to set free,
release (from a promise or duty, or from
blame). 2 to pardon. 3 to acquit:—pr.p.
absol’ving.
absolution ab-sol-ia’sh(é)n, or -60', n. 1

setting free from j nt. 2 forgive-
Jess, esp. fo of sins formally
declared by a priest.

[L. absolvére—ab, from, soluére solitum,
free.]

m Bb‘.lorb ™ Ol‘ -Zd’b . v.L l to Sl.ICk mn, ’ M &-butd&m. n. plcﬂtifll] Supply_

soak up (liquids, etc.). 2 to take in (infor-

mation, etc.). 3 to take up-the whole

attention of. 4 to use fully (a person’s

energies, etc.). 5 to take over (other busi-

nesses, etc.).

absor'bent adj. and n. (something) able

to absorb (def. I).

absorb’ency n.

absorp’tion n. 1 the act of absorbmg 2

entire occupation of mind.

[L. ab, from, sorbeére, to suck in.]
abstain ab-stan’. v.i. to keep oneself away

(from), refrain (from).

abstain’er n. one who abstains, esp. from

drinking alcohol.

absten'tion #. the act of refraining (from).

abstinent ab'stin-ént, adj. keeping oneself

from indulgence (e.g. in alcohol).

ab'stinence n.

[L. abs, from, tenére. to hold.]
abstemious ab-stém’i-its, adj. taking little

food or drink. indulging in few pleasures.

abstem'iously adv.
abstem'iousness 7.
[L. absiémius—abs, from. @meétum,
wine.]
abstention, abstinence, etc. See abstain.

abstract ab-strakt’', v.r. 1 to draw away or
out. 2 to remove quietly. 3 to
summarise.—adj. (ab'strakr) 1 (of anoun)
denoting a quality or condition: Redness.
. courage, justice. poverty. are abstract
nouns. 2 (of art) concerned more with

academy

design, colour, shape, etc., than with

faithful representation.—n. a summary.

abstract’ed adj. absent-minded.

abstract’edly adv.

abstrac’tion n. 1 the act of abstracting. 2

absence of mind.

in the abstract in theory.

[L. abs, away, trahére, to draw.] ~
abstruse ab-stroos’, adj. difficult to under-

stand, obscure: abstruse reasoning.

abstruse’ness n.

[L. abstrusus—abs, from, iridére, to
thrust.]

absurd ab-sard', adj. 1 unreasonablc. 2
ridiculous.

absurd'ness, absurd'ity (p/. -ies) ns.
absurd’ly adv.

[L. ;xbsurdus—ab. very, surdus, deaf,
dull.

abund’ant adj. 1 plentiful. 2 rich (in).
abund’antly adv. more than sufficiently:
abundantly obvious.
[Same root as abound.]

abuse a-biiz', v.t. 1 to use wrongly. 2 to
betray (e.g. a confidence). 3 to injure. 4
to reproach, scold violently:—pr.p.
abus’ing.—n. (ab-is’) 1 ill or wrong use. |,
2 unjust use. 3 harsh, offensive language.
4 an evil practice or custom.
abus’ive (-is’-) adj. rudely scolding or
reproachful. '
nbus’ively adv.
See also misuse.
[L. ab, away (from what is right), &, to
use.]

abut a-but', v.i. 1to be joined at end or side
(with on (o), upon, against). 2 to border,
(on):—pr.p. abutt'ing; pa.p. abutt’ed.
[Fr. a, to, bout, end.

abysmal a-biz'mal, adj. 1 very deep or great: .
abysmal ignorance. 2 (coll.) vcry bad:
abysmal behaviour.
[L. abyssimus; same root as aby- e

abyss a-bis’. n. a bottomless depth, chasm.
[Gk. abyssos. bottomless. ]

acacia a-ka'sh(y)a, n. a thorny plant, a
wattle,
|Gk. aké. a sharp point.]

academic, etc. See academy.

academy a-kad'em-i, n. 1 a college giving
special training: a military. naval acad-
emy. 2 a society for the encouragement

abus’iveness n.




acanthus

science or art. 3 esp. in Scotland, a
(lisu. seoondnry) school:—pl. acad’emies.
apadem’ic adj. 1 of a college or university.
2:scholarly. 3 theoretical as®pposed to
practical.—n. one pursuing a scholarly
career, €.g. as a university teacher.
Fd—'led adj. academic.—n. (in pl.)
university cap and gown.

" academ’ically ad
academician o-kad-e-muh an, n. (esp.
with cap. )amcmberofmmdemy (def.
2), e.g. an artist elected to the Royal
Academy in London.
[Gk. Akadémia, the name of the garden
near Athens where Plato taught.]
‘acanthus a-kan’this, n. 1 a prickly-leaved
plant. 2 an ornament resembling its
leaves, used in architecture.
[L.—Gk. akantha, thorn.]
accede ak-séd’, v.i. 1 to come into ofﬁce 2
to give consent: I cannot accede to your
request:—pr.p. acced'ing. -
See also accession. :
[L. accédére—ad, to, cédére, cmum,go]
accelerate ak-sel'er-a:, v.1. 1 to increase the
speed of. 2 to cause to happen
sooner.—v.i. to move faster:—pr.p.
acceél’erating.
accelerd’tion n. lmcrcaseofspﬂed 2 the
rate of change of velocity.
accel’erator 7. 1 something that acceler-
ates, e.g. a lever, pedal, etc. for regulating
the s'peed of a machine. 2 an apparatus
for giving high energy to atomic particles.
[L. accelerare—ad, to, celer, swift.}
accent ak'sent, n. 1 (usu. in pl.) tone of the
voice. 2 a stress on a syllable or word. 3
a mark (') to show this stress. 4 in certain
languages, any of several marks placed
over letters to indicate quality of sound.
§ the kind of pronunciation typical of a
particular region, «class, etc. 6
emphasis.—v.1. (ak-sent’) 1 tQ stress. 2 to
mark with an accent (defs. 3, 4).
accent’uate v.1. 1 to emphasise. 2 to make
more obvious:—pr.p. accent’uating. -
accentua’tion 2.
[L. acceme's—ad, to, cantus, song.|
accept ah-sept , v.r. 1 to take (something
offered). 2 to take upon oneself (e.g.
responsibility). 3 to acknowledge as true:
I accept your story of what happened. 4

R\
A, acclimatise
to agree to. s to undertake to pay: fo
accept a bill of exchange. :
accept’able adj. 1 satisfactory (to some-
one). 2 pleasing.
" accept'ably adv. ' o
accept'ance n. lactofacccpung 2
approval
accepti’tion n. a meaning, esp. the gen-
erally unnderstood meaning of a word etc.
accept'ed adj. generally approved of or
believed in.
[L. accipére—ad, to, capére, to take.)
access ak'ses, n. 1 a means or right of
approach, contact, or use. 2 entrance. 3
an increase. 4 an attack or fit: mm
of rage
access lhle adj. 1 gble 1o be reached 2
opeuoravmlable (t0):—opp. inaccessible.
accessibil‘ity n.
accession ak-sesh'(o)n, n. 1a comu'l?
esp. high office, e.g. the pdsition o
or queen: Charles II's accession to the
" throne. 2 an addition: accessions to the
library
[Same root as accede. |
accessory ak-ses'ar-i, adj. 1 additional. 2
(law; also access’ary) taking part as a
helper in a crime.—n. 1 anything addi-
tional (esp. in pl.): her handbag, scarf and
other accessories, Thccarwasﬁnedwi:h
useful accessories. 2 (law; also access’ary
pl. -ies) one who aids a crime --pf
access’ories.
[Same root as accede.]
accident ak'si-dent, n. 1 an
event. 2 chance. 3 a mishap or disdster.
accident'al adj. happening by chance.—n.
(music) a sharp, flat, or natural not in'the,
key, signature.
accident’ally adv.
chapterolncddemsascnesofunfmtnn-
ate happenings.
[L. accidére, to happen—cadére, to (. ]
acclaim a-klam’, v.1. 1 to applaud. 2 to hail:
He was acclaimed as the finest sprinter of
his generation.—n. enthusiastic approval.
acclama’tion n. (a shout of) applause,
enthusiastic agreement or approval.
{L. acclamare—ad, to, clamare, 1o shout.)
acclimatise a-kli'ma-tiz, v.1. 1o accustom
to a new climate or new surround-
ings:—pr.p. acclim’atising.
acclimatisa’tion n.



acclivity

[Fr a. to, climat, climate.]

acclivivy a-kliv'i-ti, n. an upward slope:—pl.
accliv’ities.
[L. ad, to, clivus, a slope.]

accolade ak'o-lad, n. 1 orig. an embrace,
now a light touch on each shoulder with
the flat of a sword performed in making
aman a knight. 2 any recognition of merit.
[Fr.—L. ad. t0. collum, neck.|

accommodate a-kom'od-at, v.r. 1 10 make
suitable. 2 to adjust. 3 to supply (with).
4 to oblige. 5 to pravide with a place to
stay. 6 to find, or be, a place for
(something):—pr.p. accomm’odating.

accomm'odating adj. obliging:

M'ﬁoﬂ n. 1 lodging. 2 room.
space (for).

[L. accommodare—ad. to, commodus :

suitable.]
accempany a-kum'pan-i, v.1. 1 to go with.
2 to escort. 3 to exist or occur along with.
4 to perform a musical accompaniment to
or for:—pr.p. accom’'panying: pa.p.
accom’panied.
accom’paniment n. 1 something that
acgmpanies. 2 music played to support
a soloist, etc.
accom’panist n. one who plays music for
a soloist.
[Fr. a, to, compagne. companion.]
accomplice a-kum’plis, or -kom'-. n. a
helper. esp. in crime.
[Same root as complicity.]
accomplish a-kum'plish. or -kom’-.
finish. 2 to fulfil; to achieve’
accom’plished adj. highly skilled.
accom’plishment n. 1 finishing, comple-
tion, 2 achievement. 3 a special skill.
[O.Fr. acomplir—L. ad, to, comnlére, to
fill up.]
accord a-kord’', v.i. to agree (with). be in
keeping (with).—v.t. to grant, give to (a
person).—n. agreement.
accord’ance n. agreement.
accord’ingly adv. therefore. -
- according to 1 in agreement with: He acted
. according to his promse. 2 as said or told
by: according to the witness.
of dme's own accord without being
prompted to do it by someone else.
with one accord with spontaneous
unanimity.
[L. ad, to. cor, cordis, heart.] .

v.r. 1to

accordion a-kor'di-on, n. a musical instru-
ment with bellows, keyboard, and metal
reeds.
accord'ion-pleat’ing n. pleating with very
narrow folds.
[From accord.]

accost a-kost’, v.1. to go up to and speak to,
esp. in an unfriendly, or a sexually sugges-
tive, way. '
[L. ad, 10, costa, a side.)

account a-kownt', v.i. 1 to give a reason’
(for). 2 10 be a reason (for). 3 to deal
with. get rid of (with fér).—n. 1 a count-
ing. 2 a statement of money due. 3 (usu.
in pl.) a record of money received and
spent. 4 a person’s money, deposited in
a bank or post-office, that he can add to
or withdraw. £ an arrangement with a
shop, etc.. by which one pays a bill e.g.
monthly, rather than at the time of pur-
chase. 6 story; report. 7 sake: on my
account (for my sake, because of me).
account’able adj. 1 able to be explained.
2 responsible (for something, 10
someone).
account'ant n. one who is trained to keep
accounts.
account'ancy n. the
accountant.
bring, call, to account to demand an
explanation from.
by all accounts in everyone’s opinion.
on account of because of. ’
on no account not for any reason. ¥~
take into account to consider as part of
the problem: I'll take his illness into
account when marking his test.
take (no) account of (not) to take into
consideration.
turn to (good) account to turn to.one’s
advantage.
[L. ad, to, computare, to reckon.]

accoutrements a-koo'téer-ments, n.pl. 1
dress. 2 military equipment.
|Fr. accéutrer, to equip.]

accredit a-kred'it, v.1. 1o give authority to.
accred’ited adj. having power to act on
behalf of some person or group of
persons.
[Fr. accréditer—a. to, crédit, credit.]

accrue a-kroo', v.f 1 to come as a natural
result (from). 2 to fall naturally (to a

work of an




accumulate ¢ a7

person) as a right:—pr. p. accru’ing; pa.p.
[Through O .Fr.—L. accrescére, to grow.]
accamulate a-kiom'ul-at. v.r. vo pile up, to
amass.—v. . to increase or pilc up greatly
through time:—pr.p. actam’ulating.
accumula’tion n. 1 the act of piling up 2
a mass or pile,
accum’ulative adj. heaping up.
accum'ulator n. 1 a thing or person that
accumulates. 2 an electric battery that can
be recharged by sending a reverse current
through it. 3 the part of a computer, etc.
that stores numbers.
[From L. ad, to, cumulus, a heap.)
accurate ak'ur-it, adj. ¥ exactly right. 2
exact:—opp. inaccurate.
acc'uracy n. acc’urately adv.

[L. accaratus—ad, to, ciira, care.]
accursed a-krs'id, adj. 1 lying under a
curse. 2 doomed. 3 extremely wicked.

[O.E. cursian, to curse.]
accuse a-kuz', v.t. tomake.orb g, a
charge agmt They atcused ' of
stealing:—pr.p. accus’ing.
accusdtion n. the charge brought againsi
anyone.
accused a-kiizd', n, oru"pf the person(s)
accused in a court of law.
[L. acciisare—ad, to, causa, cause.]
accustom a-kus’tom, v.1. to make (someone,
oneself) used (to): I' pe Ilad to accustom
myself to getting up
mqﬂ l . 2 used (to).

ace as, n. ltbonelq&ae cards, dominoes,
etc. 2 an outs : He's an ace
with a rifle; a flying ace, 3 in tennis, a
sewcthatcannotberetumed—ad;(used
only before a noun) expert: an ace

within an aee ut bnrely avoiding.
[Fr. as—L. as, unity.] .

acerbity a-siir'bi-ti, n. 1bitterness, soumm
2 harshness.
[L. acerbus, bitter.]

acetic acid 4-5&'tik (or set’) m'td vinegar.
u.. acetum, “ne!al' ]

acetylene a-ser’i-len, n. a gas used for weld-
ing, etc., made .from water and calcium
carbide. Y& : :
[acetic, and Gk hyie, matter.]

#H

acoustic

ache ak, n. a continued pain.—vp.i. 1 to be
in continued pain or continuously painful.
2 to long, pine (for, to do):—pr.p.
ach’ing. :
ach'ing n. and adj.
[O.E. vb. acan, to ache.]

achjeve a-chep’, v.1. 1 to carry out, perform.
2 to gam, win:—pr.p. achiev’ing.
achieve'ment n. 1 performance. 2 gaining.
3 a deed to be admired.
[Fr. achever.]

acid as'id,” ad). 1 sharp; _sour. 2
sarcastic.—n. 1 a sour substance. 2 (chem-
istry) a substance that turns blue litmus
red, combines with a base to form a salt,
etc.

acid'ify v.1. and v.i. to (cause w) beoomc

acid (def. 1):—pr.p. -dll'lhhss pﬂ p-
acid'ified.

acid’ity, ac’idness ns.

acid'ulate v.r. to make slightly acnd—

pr.p. acid’ulating.

acid test 1 a test for. gold by acid. 2 a

searching test.

[L. acidus—acere, to ﬁc sour. ]
acknowledge ak-nol'ij, v.1. 1 to own as true.

2 to confess. 3 to announce receipt of: to

acknowledge a letter:—pr.p. acknowl’-

edging.
acknowl’ adg(e)-t n. 1 admission. 2
confession. 3 (a sign of) recognition. 4
(an expression of) thanks.
[O.E. on, on, and knowledge.]

acme ak'mé, -mi, n. the top or highest point:
the acme of perfccuon
[Gk. akmé (also aké), a point.]

acne ak'né, -ni, n. a common skin disease
with pimples.
[Prob. same origin as acme.]

acolyte ak'o-lit, n. 1 a minor church officer.
2 an attendant; a follower,
[Gk. akolouthos, an attendant.)

aconite ak'on-it, n. a plant of the buttercup
family.
k. aconilum.]

acorn a'kdrn, n. the fruit of the oak.
[O.E. &cern.]

acoustic a-koos'tik, adj. (usu. used before
a noun) 1 having to do with hearing, or
with sound. 2 used in hearing. 3 worked,
set off, by sound: an acoustic mine. 4 (of
musical instruments) not electric: an
acoustic guitar.



acquaint .

acous'tics n. pl. properties (e.g. of a room

or hall) which make hearing in it good or

bad.—n.sing. the science of sound.

¢ [Gk: ‘,qf:ouem to hear.]

»” Ic?u!nla-kwam , 0.t. (with with) 1 to make
(oneself) familiar with: New members

- should\acquaint themselues with the club

rules. 2 to inform (a pzlr:on) about:"

: Acquam her with your
‘ance n. 1 (slight) personal
. knowledge of, familiarity with, someone
"or something. 2 a person, or the persons,

known (slightly) to one.
anceship n. acquaintance (def.

) e '

be W 1 to know one another
(slightly). 2 (with with) to have some per-
sonal knowledye of.

[Thro O.Fr—L. ad, to, cogmtm

' ‘e
&a&-m-ﬂ v.i. 1to agree 2 (with

in) to to acqulesce in this plan:—
- pr.p. m'hg.
acquies’cence n. acquies’cent adj.
[L. ad, quies, quiet.]
acquire a-kwir’, v.1. to gain; to get.
acquire’ment n. something learned or got
by effort. '
acquisition a-kwi-zi'sh(o)n, n. 1 the act
_ of acquiring. 2 something acquired. 3 a
useful gain.
acquis’itive adj. eager to get possessions.
' ‘itiveness n.
[L. ad, to, quacr!re, quaesitum, seek.)
acquit a-kwit’, v.1. to declare mnoccnt—-
pr:p. wequitt'ing; pa.p. acquitt’ed.
. acquitt’sl n. dfrecmgfromanacmsauon
scquif to conduct oneself, do one’s
part He dcquitted himself well in ‘the

[O Fr acqm:e;—-l. ad, with same root as -
quit.]

acre a'ker, n. 1 a measure of land, 4840 sq.
yards (0.405 hectare). 2 (in pl.) lands,
estates,

acreage a'ker-ij, n. the number of acres .

a piece of land.
O.E. acer.] : .
acrid ak'rid, adj. 1 unpleasantly bitter in
taste or smell. 2 angry, bitter. -
acrid'ity, ac'ridness ns.
[L. a@cer, sharp.] s

act
acrimony ak’ri-mon-i, n. bitterness of feel--
ing or speech.
acrimon’ious adj.
[L. acrimonia; same root as acrid.]

. acrobat ak'ro-bat, or -ro-, n. one who per-

forms gymnastic feats.
acrobat’ic adj.
. acrobat’ics n.pl. acrobatic feats.
K akrobalas, walking on tiptoe.]
acroua-kros , prep. 1 from side to side of.
2 on, or to, the other side of.—Also ado.
[O. E. on, on, and cross. § Wi
lcmstica-krosuk n. a poem or puzzie in
which the first or last letters of each line, -
taken in order, spell a word or a sentence.
[Gk. akros, extreme, stichos, a line.]
acrylic a-krd':k adj. (of a matcnal) syn-
thetically produced from acrylic acld.—
Also n.
[From acrolein, a chemical;.same root as
~acrid.) :
act akz, v.i. 1 to do something. 2 to produce
an effect (on). 3 to behave: If this hap-
pened, how would you act? 4 to perform
e.g. on the stage). 5§ to pretend. 6 to
serve (as). 7 (with for; law, etc.) to
. represent.—v.t 1to perform. 2 to imitate
or play the part of.—. 1 a deed. 2 the
very process (of doing something). 3 a
law. 4 a secti. n of a play.
act'ing n. 1 action. 2 performing.—qdj.
canymgouttbednuesoi esp. for a time:

ak’sh{o)n, n. 1adeed. 2 operation:
mmmbrmhacﬂou gpfbattle
4 a gesture. 5 a lawsuit. 6 the events (of
a play; etc.). ﬂhemechanhm(eg of a
. ‘watch).

ac’tionable adj. hab!etobethesubjcctof

.~ 'a lawsuit:

mm»: ltdmakemacuvelwmke
oactive:—pr.p. act’

attive ak’tiv, adj. 1 energetic; nimble. 2

¢ busy. 3causmgachon' 4mforce-—opp ,

ve.

act'ively adv. lct'lm n.

act’ivist n. one who- believes in smng
political action. o

activ’ity n. 1 activeness. 2 action, motidn.
3 occupation'——pl activ'ities; opp. in-

act’or n. one who performs in plays
etc.:—fem. act'ress.




A

ad ad, n.

. - other very hard mate

actual

action station a post to be manned during,
or in readiness for, battle or other
operation.
[L. agére, actum.]

actual ak'ti-al, adj. 1 real; existing in fact.
2 present, current.
actual’ity n. 1 reality. 2 (in pl.) present
condition$ or facts:—pl. actual’ities.
act’ually adv, really; in fact.
[L. acrualis; same root as act.]

actuwary ak'ti-ar-i, n. one who makes the
calculations in an insurance office:—pl.
act’uaries.
actuarial ak-tiu-a'ri-al, adj.
[L. actuarius (scriba), a clerk.]

actuate ak'tiu-at, v.t. 1 to put in motion. 2
to move (a person) to a particular
action:—pr.p. act'uating.
[Same root as act.] °

acumen ak'@-meén, or a-ku’, n. sharpness,
quickness of understanding.
[L. aciimen; same root as acute.]

acupuncture ak'l-punk-chur, n. a method
of relieving pain, etc. by sticking pins into
the patient’s skin at various points.
[L. acus, needle, puncture.]

acute a-kar', adj. 1 sharp-pomted 2 keen:
‘acute hearing. 3 shrewd. 4 very great,
severe: acute disappointment. S (of a dis-
ease) coming to a crisis rather than lasting.
acute’ly adv. acute’ness n.
acute accent a mark (') over 2 vowel.
uuulnlleananglelesthmaﬁihl angle.
[L. acuére, aciitum, to sharpen.

Short for advertisement.

adage ad'ij, n, an old saying.‘ﬁ’fovetb.
[Fr.—L. adagium—ad, t0. aio, 1 say.)

adamant dd’'a-mant, ‘n.. ﬁng diamond or

|.—adj. refusing

to yield.
[Gk. adamas—a-. not, damaein, to break,
tame. |

Adam’s apple ad'amz ap'l. n. the hard pro-
jection in front of the throat.

adapt a-dapt’, v.1. 1 to make suitable (for,
€.g. a purpose: fo, e.g. circumstances). 2
to alter so as to fit new circumstances,
environment. etc.—Also v.i. :
adapt’able adj. 1 that may be adapted. 2

- (of a person) able and willing to fit in with
different circumstances.

adaptabil’ity n.

address

adapta’tion n. 1 the act of adapting. 2
something adapted. _
adapt'er, adapt’or »n. an attachment
enabling a piece of apparatus to be put
to a new use, or to be fitted to something
else when it is not otherwise the right size
or shape.
[L. adaptare—ad, to, aptare, to fit.]
add ad, v.t. 1to put (one thing) to (another).
2 to find the sum of (also v.i.). 3 to say
further: He apologised, adding that it
would not happen again.
addi'tion n. 1 the act of adding. 2 the
thing added.
addi’tional adj. 1 that is added. 2 extra.
add’itive n. a substance added to food,
etc.
adden’dum n. something added to e.g. a
statement, book:—pl. adden’da.
add to to increase.
add up 1 to calculate the sum of. 2 to
come (to) in total. 3 to make sense.
[L. addére—ad, to, ddre, to put, give.]
adder ad'ér, n. a small poisonous snake
found wild in Britain, a viper. .
[O.E. nadre; an adder was orig. a nadder.)
addict ad’ikt, n. one who is dependent on,
finds it impossible to give up, a habit,
vice, etc,, e.g. drug-taking. )
addict’ed adj. enslaved to, depen;lent on

(with to). o
addic’tion n. _ Y
addict’ive adj. .inclined to cause
dependence.

[L. addicére, to consent, devote.]

‘addition, additive, etc. See add.

addle ad'l, v.t. 1 to make rotten. 2 to
confuse:—pr.p. add’ling.
add’led adj. 1 rotten. 2 confused
[O.E. adela, mud.]

address a-dres’, v.1. 1 to speak or write to:
Address him by his first name, as George,
as ‘Doctor’; Address your remarks to the
chairman. 2 to put a name and address
on (an envelope, etc.).—n. 1 a speech.
2 (old-fashioned) manner, bearing. 3 (in
pl.) (old-fashioned) courtship. 4 the num-
ber (or'name) of the house, the name of
the street, town, etc. where one lives, and
to which mail is directed.
addressee’ (-¢’) n. the person to whom a
letter is addressed. ‘
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admirable

address oneself to 1 to turn one’s energies qlt-li-jm v.1. to discontinue (a meet-

to. 2 to address (a person).
addirectiare—ad

[L. , to,
straight. ]

adduce a-diis’, v.1. to quote as proof, evi-
dence or example:—pr.p. adduc’ing.
[L. adducére—ad, to, ducére, 10 bring.]

directum,

adenoids ad’én-oidz, n.pl. swollen tissue at

the back of the nose.

- [Gk. adén, a gland, eidos, form.]
adept' ad'ept, a-dept’, adj. completely
skilled.—n. an
{L. adeptus, pa.p. ofadlpucr to attain. ]

adequate ad'i-kwit, adj. 1 sufficient (for). 2
equal (to a'task, eﬁc) Ssansfactory-—

." adv od’

ad’equately Wn

[L. am equal—ad, ' to,
_@equus, equal.]

sdhere ad-her', v!.!tosuck(to)lm

remainloynl(to)—-prp.hl;iﬂ"hl-

adhes’ive (-hés’ or hcz)adi sticky.—n.

a substance (e. ue) used to make

substances sti other.

" [L.‘ad, 10, haer!re, hmum to stick.]
ad boc ad hok, adj. (of a committee or other

body) set up for this very purpose.

[L., 1u uis.]
adlen a-dii', interj. farewell—n. a
flrewell —pl. adieus or adieux (&-diz’)..

[ Bieu, (I commend you) to God.]
ad in'fin-I'tium, for ever. [L.]
ldlpme ‘ad'i-pos, adj. fatty.
[L. adeps, adipis, soft fat.]
adjacent a-ja’'sént, adj. lying next (to).
adjac’ency 2.
[L. ad, to, jacére, to lie.]
adjective aj’ik-tiv, n. a word that describes
a noun (e.g. a red flower; an upper room;
The air is cool).
adjectiv’al adj.
[L. adjicére, to add—ad, to, jacére,
throw.
adjoin a-join’, v.t. to lie next to.—uv.i. to lie
side by side, in contact.
{L. ad, 10, jungére, to join.]

mg)moulerto continue it at another time
or place.—Also v.i.
‘ment n.
[Through O.Fr.—L. diurnus, daily.}
adjudge a-juj’, (esp. law) v.1. 1 to pro-
nounce; to decide. 2 to award, assign
(costs, etc.)

[Same origin as as adjodicate.]
adjodicate &-/50' di-kat, v.1. to give judgment

‘on.—v.i. 1 to pronounce t.2to

act as judge in a com t—pr.p.

5%.

udica’tion n. adju’dicitor n.
[L. adjudicare, to judge.]
adjunct o'jungkt, n. % thing joined or added.
{L. adjunctus; same root as adjoin. ]
adjure a-joor’, v.t. to command solemnly,
request earnestly:—pr.p. adjur’ing.
{L. adjierare—ad, to, juurare, to swear.)
adjust a-just', v.t. 1tore or alter to
suit new dlwmsum 2 to regulate (a
machine, etc.).—v.i. to alter one’s behav-
iour, ldnpt(manewmimnment etc.).
adjust’able ad] adjust’'ment .
[Late L. adjuxtare, to put side by side.)
adjutant a’joo-tant, n. an officer who assists
a com officer.
adjutancy a’joo-tan-si, n. rank of an
adjutant.
[L. adjutare, adjuvare, to assist.]
ad-lib ad-lib’, v.i. to say something in a
speech, play, etc. t preparation,
esp. to fill up time-—Also v.t.:—pr.p.
ad-libb’ing; pa.p. ad-libbed’.—adv. (ad
lib) without timit freely.—adj. and adv.
(done) without preparation.
[L. ad libitum, at pleasure.]
administer ad-min'is-tér, v.1. 1 to govern.
2 to manage. 3 to carry out (the law,
justice, etc.). 4 to give (e.g. medicine, a
rebuke).
admin’istrate v.1. to govern, manage:—
pr.p. adinin’istrating.
administra‘tion . 1 the process of admm-
istering. 2 (the people responsible for)
management or government.
admin’istrative (-tra-) adj.
admin'istritor n.
[L. administrare—ad, to, ministrare, to
minister. ]
admirable, etc. See admire.



admiral

admiral ad’ mir-al, n. (an officer of) the high-
est naval rank (see also Appendices).
Ad'miralty n. the government office that
manages the navy and its business.
[Thrc:,h Fr.—Arabic amir, a lord.]

-mir’, v.t. 1o have a high opinion

of. 2 to look at with approval:—pr.p.
admir’ing.
ad’'mirable  (-mir-) adj. 1 worthy of

we!l.

E‘E

Eﬂ. See admit. -
ad-mit', v.1. ltoa[lowtoemer 2to0

have room :for. 3 to

11

acknowledge,
confess.—v.i. tolluw(whhoﬂ This

admiuofmm —pr.p.
pa.p. admitt
“’ (elp lcn‘..d, aliowable:—

adlnb’hu L | the lﬁ of admitting. 2
admittance. 3 something cnfessed or
acknowledged.
admitt’ance n. the right to enter.
admitt’edly adv. unquestionably.
(L. ad]miuére—ad, to, mittére,-missum, to
send.
admixture ad-miks'chir, n. (the act of mix-
ing in) an additional .agredient.
[L. ad, to, and mix.]
admonish ad-mon'ish, v.t. 1 to reprove. 2
to warn. :
admoni’tion n. 1 reproof. 2 warning.
admon’itory adj.
[Through Fr.—L. admonére, to warn.]
ado a-doo’, n. trouble, fuss:—pl. ados’.
[at do = to do; Scand. form of infin.]
adobe a-do’bi, n. 1 a sun-dried brick. 2 a
house made of such bricks.
[Sp. adobar, 10 plasle;)
adolescent ad-o-les’ént, adj. growing out of
childhood, becoming adult.—n. a person
at this stage of life.
adoles’cence n. the period between child-
hood and maturity.
[L. adolescére, to grow up.]
adopt a-dopt’, v.t. 1 to take (a child of other
parpnts)asonesown 2 to take up (e.g.

advance
an-opinion, a habit). 3 to choose. 4 10

approve.
. adop'tion n.
adop'tive adj. by adoption: fis adoptive
father.
[L. adoptare—ad, to, oplare, to choose. |
adore a-dor', -dor', v.1. 1 to love intensely. '
2to wonhlp —pr.p. ador’ing.
ador’able adj. worthy of being adored.
adori’tion n. 1 great love. 2 worship.
ador’er n.
ader’ing adj. ador’ingly adv.
[L. ad, to, arare, to pray.]
adorn a-dorn’, v.t1. ta deck, make beautiful.
tdnrn'-nt n. decoration; ornament.
[L. adornare—ad, to, ornare, to furnish. )
adrenaline a-dren’a-lin, n. a hormone pro-
duced in response to fear, mpr etc.,
the body for
L. ad, to, rénés, kidne (nearwlnchthe
hom:one is produced).
adrift a-drift’, adj. (not used before a noun)
and adv. floating.
adroit 3-drcit’, adj. skilful.
adroit’ly adv. adroit'ness n.
[Fr. a droit, according to right. ]
adulation ad-i-la'sh(o)n, n. excessive
praise.
ad’ulatory adj.
[L. adiidari, adilatus, to fawn upon.]
adult ad'ult, a-dult’, adj. 1 fully grown. 2
mature.—n. a grown-up person.
[L. adolescére, adultum, to grow.]
adulterate a-dul’tér-at, v.r. 1o make impure
by mixing in something -else:—pr.p.
adult’erating.
adulterd’tion n.
[L. adulterare, to corrupt; same root as
adultery.)
adultery a-dul'tér-i, n. sexual intercourse
between a husband and a woman who is
not his wife, or between a wife and a man
who is not her husband.
adul’terer n.:—fem. adul’teress.
adul’terous adj.
[From L.; prob.—ad, to, alier, another.)
advance ad-pgdns’, v.1. 1to propose, suggest,
put forward. 2 to promote. 3 to encourage
the progress of. 4 to supply or pay before-
hand. 5 to make earlier (the time of an
appointment, etc.).—uv.i. 1 to go forward.
2 to make progress:—pr.p. advanc’-
ing.—n. 1 progress. 2 improvement. 3 a



