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The editors and co-authors of the eighth edition of
Comparative Politics Today dedicate this book to the
memory of Gabriel A. Almond, a giant in the field of comparative
politics and a friend, colleague, and leader, who passed away
at the age of 91, shortly after this edition was completed.



PREFACE

The eighth edition of Comparative Politics Today
continues to embody the system, process and policy
framework that Gabriel Almond introduced to the
comparative field and which has proved to be so
useful for describing and explaining politics in dif-
ferent political systems. The early editions of this
book in the 1970s pioneered the teaching of system-
atic comparison of the political cultures, diverse
processes and varying performances of political sys-
tems throughout the world. This approach linked a
theoretically informed overview with analyses of
specific countries by leading specialists. Later edi-
tions also described the impact of enormous
changes in world politics—such as democratization,
the break-up of the Soviet empire, and intensified
threats from ethnic conflict—shaping politics in
many nations. These editions reflect Almond’s cre-
ativity and his determination to show how the
framework could adapt to the changing concerns of
the political science community.

As in the popular seventh edition, this eighth
edition begins with the theme of why governments
exist, what functions they setve, how they create
problems as well as solutions. We explore the de-
bates about the costs and benefits of government in
the history of philosophy and in the contemporary
exchanges among academics and politicians. The
first chapter also introduces the three great chal-
lenges that face most states in the world today: build-
ing a common identity and sense of community, fos-
tering economic and social development, and
securing democracy, human rights, and civil liberties.
The second chapter in Part One sketches the con-
cepts needed to compare different politics in very
different societies: political system and environment,
structures and functions, policy performance and its
consequences.

Part Two elaborates important elements in the
system, process and policy framework, discussing
the causes and consequences of important aspects of
political cultures, interest groups, parties and other
aggregation structures, constitutions, key policymak-
ing structures, types of public policies, and their

consequences. Tables, figures, and boxes in these
five chapters provide examples, compare the systems
described in Part Three, and discuss important
trends, such as value changes, the rise of fundamen-
talism, democratization, the recruitment of women
into leadership roles, the rule of law, and interna-
tional interdependence.

Part Three presents systematic description and
analysis of politics in twelve national states. In each
case the chapters, written by distinguished special-
ists, begin with a discussion of current policy chal-
lenges facing citizens of that country and also pro-
vide an historical perspective. Each chapter then
uses the system, process, and policy framework in a
unique way to highlight the distinctive features of its
politics, while providing systematic description that
facilitates comparison to other countries. These rich
country studies introduce systems from all the major
regions of the world, and include five developed de-
mocratic countries (England, France, Germany,
Japan, and the U.S.), six developing countries at var-
ious levels of development and democratization
(Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Mexico, and Nigeria)
and Russia, which has a fascinatingly complex blend
of development and democratization, achievements,
and problems. Most of the world’s large and influen-
tial countries are thus included, and a wide range of
political possibilities, problems, and limitations are
illustrated.

As with each new edition, both the introductory
sections and the country chapters have been updated
to reflect current data and political events as well as
recent political theory. The reshaping of world
events following the terrorist attacks on the United
States of September 11, 2001, plays a role in many
places as well as in the United States. Since the sev-
enth edition there have also been national elections
in most democratic countries, including Britain,
France, Germany, Japan, Russia, and the United
States, and particularly dramatic ones in Brazil and
Mexico. China has experienced an important leader-
ship change. These and other significant political
events are analyzed in this eighth edition.



xviii Preface

Two contributors to this volume are no longer
among us. Our colleague and good friend Robert J.
Mundt, long-time collaborator and co-author of the
Nigeria chapter, died unexpectedly in December 2000
he was sadly missed in the revisions for this edition.

Gabriel Almond passed away in December 2002,
just short of his 92nd birthday. His influence upon
the study and teaching of comparative politics, and
upon each of us, was enormous. He wrote at length
about many important political topics, including the
types of interest groups, the culture of democracy, the
nature of fundamentalism, and the history of political
science. One of his greatest achievements was his

continuing commitment to finding ways to under-
stand, compare, and explain the most diverse forms
of political life. This text is deeply shaped by that
commitment, both by his own involvement in writing
it and by his influence upon us. And one of his great-
est legacies is the generation of students who have
learned about comparative politics and our world
through the insights he provided.

G. BINGHAM POWELL, JR.
KAARE STROM
RUSSELL J. DALTON

SUPPLEMENTS FOR QUALIFIED ADOPTERS

Longman Publishers is pleased to be able to offer
qualified adopters of this text, and their students,
several ancillaries that will make the teaching and
learning from this text even more effective and
enjoyable.

Instructor’s Manual/Test Bank

Prepared by Waco Worley of the University of Utah.
This supplement provides chapter overviews, chap-
ter outlines, learning objectives, teaching sugges-
tions, key terms, discussion and essay questions, and
multiple choice questions for each chapter. In addi-
tion, reproducible transparency masters are available
at the back of the manual.

TestGen EQ CD-ROM

The printed Test Bank is also available through our
computerized testing system, TestGen EQ. This fully

networkable, user-friendly program enables instruc-
tors to view and edit questions, and print tests in a
variety of formats.

Longman Comparative Politics Website

This one-of-a-kind website lets students explore over
20 countries, check their knowledge of key issues in
comparative politics, hone their geography skills,
learn how to interpret data with case studies, and
more.

Microsoft® Encarta® World Atlas CD-ROM

This CD offers students literally hundreds of interac-
tive maps, videos, photos, etc. to support any class in
comparative politics and engage students in the
world around them. Available to qualified adopters
and only if an instructor has ordered the special text
and CD package.
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