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PREFACE

Voices from the past articulate history most eloquently. Primary sources, such as those pre-
sented here, are crucial to comprehending the development of the United States because they
provide firsthand descriptions of, or reflections upon, occurrences that profoundly shaped the
nation. For that reason, scholars rely heavily on such material for their knowledge of the past.
Unfortunately, college students usually do not have access to eyewitness accounts, and they often
conclude that history is nothing more than a rather dull compilation of obscure events and even-
more-obscure dates. This documents package has been prepared so that students may hear some
of the distant voices for themselves and come to realize that individuals, not “facts,” are the criti-
cal element in history. By studying the selections presented in these two volumes, students will
understand more fully the social, cultural, and political topics developed in Liberty, Equality, and
Power: A History of the American People, Third Edition. They will find as well that they have gained
a deeper awareness of, and appreciation for, the history of the American people.

The relationships among liberty, equality, and power provide one of the major themes in
U.S. history, and the documents included in this book highlight that relationship. American
perceptions of liberty, equality, and power have changed markedly over time, however, and
the selections will help students understand the evolution of those ideals.

Consequently, the earliest items emphasize the conflicts that occurred when European
powers laid claim to the “New World.” As the British gained dominance over much of North
America, the English belief that power often threatened liberty became pervasive in the
American colonies. The documents from the Revolutionary War era articulate that fear. Fol-
lowing independence, a developing market economy significantly affected attitudes toward
liberty and power, while at the same time the emergence of democracy seemed to place more
and more importance on the individual. During the nineteenth century, then, many Ameri-
cans enjoyed the benefits of liberty and freedom. Numerous others, on the other hand, did
not. The material reveals that for those people, the struggle to achieve equality has continued
into the present. In addition to a growing egalitarianism during the 1900s, the expansive role
of the United States in international affairs had significant implications. A number of the
more recent documents therefore stress the importance of military and diplomatic efforts as
the nation sought to ensure its fundamental ideals of liberty and equality while rising to a
position of unprecedented world power.

Studying history can be a challenging, intimidating task, and this ancillary is designed to
help students as much as possible as they explore the national heritage. Each chapter begins
with an introduction that places the selections in a broad historical context and that reiterates
the themes developed in the corresponding textbook chapter. Moreover, the documents have
individual introductions that survey the material and describe its importance to the history of
the United States. A series of questions at the conclusion of each chapter encourages students
to discuss the material they have just read. Although many of the questions focus on issues of
liberty, equality, and power, they all serve as springboards to a broader understanding of
American history. Indeed, one of the greatest advantages of using primary sources is that they
allow the reader to become the historian and discover intellectual concepts or historical
themes that they find of particular interest. Students may work individually with the ques-
tions, but they will gain much more from their efforts if they work with a study partner, a
small group, or the entire class. Such an approach will bring the broadest range of under-
standing and experience to the discussion, which will in turn help to make the material more
vibrant, the history more alive, the learning more dynamic.
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THE THIRD EDITION

Building on the strengths of a solid second edition collection, this revision focuses primar-
ily on expanding the selection of sources—both in number and perspective—and on balancing
the various views that comprise the American past. The additions include more pieces by or
relating to women, minority groups, immigrants, and labor interests, as well as more tradi-
tional government documents and political speeches. In several instances, new selections
actually incorporate two documents, highlighting opposing views on a single issue.

—Mark W. Beasley
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CHAPTER 1

WHEN OLD WORLDS COLLIDE:
CONTACT, CONQUEST, CATASTROPHE

Native Americans had no acquired immunity to many of the viruses and bacteria
European explorers carried, and, as a result, the native population died

by the millions. Smallpox germs were the real victors in the struggle

between the Aztecs and the Spanish invaders.



2 CHAPTER 1

iberty, equality, and power provide three currents that have profoundly

shaped the history of the American people; the relationship among those

forces serves as a critical theme in the national heritage. As the large-scale
migration of Europeans and Africans to the Americas began, however, issues of power
clearly prevailed. In particular, the Spanish claimed all of the western hemisphere, an
assertion ultimately legitimized by papal authority. Spain used that blessing to create
an unprecedented global empire that linked Africa, America, and Europe. On the
other hand, perhaps more than 14,000 years ago, Asiatic tribes crossed Beringia, pop-
ulating the vast land stretching from the Arctic to the Antarctic and creating complex
societies that antedated much of Western culture. Many of these native inhabitants
fiercely resisted European incursion, forcing the Spaniards to rely on legal devices and
military strength to establish their power in the Americas. Consequently, contact
between Europeans and Indians developed into conflicts that often had catastrophic

consequences.

1. PAPAL BULL INTER CAETERAS, MAY 4, 1493*

oncern that Columbus’s discoveries might have infringed on Portuguese claims led Pope Alexander VI to

define the region that Spain could explore and develop. This Bull, which established a demarcation line west
of the Canary Islands, served as the foundation for Spanish movement into the western hemisphere and set the
stage for the long-term development of a Hispanic Latin America. The document reveals several important ele-
ments that characterized early efforts to gain control over America, including the struggle between European
states to claim newly found territories, the influence of the church as a secular power, and the role of Christian zeal
in the European occupation of the Americas.

To the illustrious sovereigns, our very dear son in Christ, Ferdinand, king, and our very dear
daughter in Christ, Isabella, queen of Castile, Leon, Aragon, Sicily, and Granada, health and apos-
tolic benediction. Among other works well pleasing to the Divine Majesty and cherished of our
heart, this assuredly ranks highest, that in our times especially the Catholic faith and the Christian
religion be exalted and be everywhere increased and spread, that the health of souls be cared for and
that barbarous nations be overthrown and brought to the faith itself. . . . [R]ecognizing that as true
Catholic kings and princes, such as we have always known you to be, and as your illustrious deeds
already known to the whole world declare, you not only eagerly desire, but with every effort, zeal,
and diligence, without regard to hardships, expenses, dangers, with the shedding even of your blood,
are laboring to that end; recognizing also that you have long since dedicated to this purpose your
whole soul and all your endeavors—as witnessed in these times with so much glory to the Divine
Name in your recovery of the kingdom of Granada from the yoke of the Saracens—we therefore are
rightly led, and hold it as our duty, to grant you . . . those things whereby . . . you may be enabled for

*From European Treaties Bearing of the History of the United States and its Dependencies to 1648, ed. Frances F. Daven-
port (Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institution, 1917), I: 71-78.

© 2002 Thomson Learning, Inc.



WHEN OLD WORLDS COLLIDE: CONTACT, CONQUEST, CATASTROPHE 3

the honor of God himself and the spread of the Christian rule to carry forward your holy and praise-
worthy purpose so pleasing to immortal God. We have indeed learned that you, who for a long time
had intended to seek out and discover certain islands and mainlands remote and unknown and not
hitherto discovered by others, to the end that you might bring to the worship of our Redeemer and
the profession of the Catholic faith their residents and inhabitants, having been up to the present
time greatly engaged in the siege and recovery of the kingdom itself of Granada were unable to
accomplish this holy and praiseworthy purpose; but the said kingdom having at length been
regained, as was pleasing to the Lord, you, with the wish to fulfill your desire, chose our beloved
son, Christopher Columbus, . . . to make diligent quest for these remote and unknown mainlands
and islands through the sea, where hitherto no one had sailed; and they at length, with divine aid
and with the utmost diligence sailing in the ocean sea, discovered certain very remote islands and
even mainlands that had not been discovered by others; wherein dwell very many people living in
peace, and, as reported, going unclothed and not eating flesh. Moreover, as your aforesaid envoys
are of opinion, these very peoples living in the said islands and countries, believe in one God, the
Creator in heaven, and seem sufficiently disposed to embrace the Catholic faith and be trained in
good morals. And it is hoped that, were they instructed, the name of the Savior, our Lord Jesus
Christ, would easily be introduced into the said countries and islands. Also, on one of the chief of
these aforesaid islands the said Christopher has already caused to be put together and built a fortress
fairly equipped, wherein he has stationed as garrison certain Christians, companions of his, who are
to make search for other remote and unknown islands and mainlands. In the islands and countries
already discovered are found gold, spices, and very many other precious things of divers kinds and
qualities. Wherefore, as becomes Catholic kings and princes, after earnest consideration of all mat-
ters, especially of the rise and spread of the Catholic faith, . . . you have purposed with the favor of
divine clemency to bring under your sway the said mainlands and islands with their residents and
inhabitants and to bring them to the Catholic faith. Hence, heartily commending in the Lord this
your holy and praiseworthy purpose, and desirous that . . . the name of our Savior be carried into
those regions, we exhort you very earnestly in the Lord and by your reception of holy baptism,
whereby you are bound to our apostolic commands, . . . to lead the peoples dwelling in those islands
and countries to embrace the Christian religion. . . . And, in order that you may enter upon so great
an undertaking with greater readiness and heartiness endowed with the benefit of apostolic favor,
we, . . . by the authority of Almighty God conferred upon us in blessed Peter and of the vicarship of
Jesus Christ, which we hold on earth, do by tenor of these presents, should any of the said islands
have been found by your envoys and captains, give, grant, and assign to you and your heirs and suc-
cessors, kings of Castile and Leon, forever, together with all their dominions, cities, camps, places,
and villages, and all rights, jurisdictions, and appurtenances, all islands and mainlands found and to
be found, discovered and to be discovered towards the west and south, by drawing and establishing a
line from the Arctic pole . . . to the Antarctic pole, . . . no matter whether the said mainlands and
islands are found and to be found in the direction of India or towards any other quarter, the said line
to be distant one hundred leagues toward the west and south from any of the islands commonly
known as the Azores and Cape Verde. With this proviso, however, that none of the islands and
mainlands, . . . beyond te said line towards the west and south, be in the actual possession of any
Christian king or prince up to the birthday of the Lord Jesus Christ just past from that which the
present year one thousand four hundred and thirty-three begins. And we make, appoint, and depute
you and your said heirs and successors lords of them all with full and free power, authority, and juris-
diction of every kind; with this proviso however, that by this our gift, grant, and assignment no right
acquired by any Christian prince, who may be in actual possession of said islands and mainlands
prior to the said birthday of our Lord Jesus Christ, is hereby to be understood to be withdrawn or
taken away. Moreover we command you in virtue of holy obedience that, employing all due dili-
gence . . . you should appoint to the aforesaid mainlands and islands worthy, God-fearing, learned,

© 2002 Thomson Learning, Inc.



4 CHAPTER 1

skilled, and experienced men, in order to instruct the aforesaid inhabitants in the Catholic faith and
train them in good morals. Furthermore, under penalty of excommunication . . . , we strictly forbid
all persons . . . to dare, without your special permit or that of your aforesaid heirs and successors, to
go for the purpose of trade or any other reason to the islands or mainlands . . . towards the west and
south [of the said line]. We trust in Him from whom empires and governments and all good things
proceed, that, should you, with the Lord’s guidance, pursue this holy and praiseworthy undertaking,
in a short while your hardships and endeavors will attain the most felicitous result, to the happiness
and glory of all Christendom. . . . Let no one, therefore, infringe, or with rash boldness contravene,
this our recommendation, exhortation, requisition, gift, grant, assignment, constitution, deputation,
decree, mandate, prohibition, and will. . . .

2. THE LAWS OF BURGOS, 1512*

Promulgated by Queen Fuana, daughter of Isabella, these statutes institutionalized the encomienda /abor
system in the New World, sought to ensure the religious salvation of the natives, and defined the social and
economic status of the Indians. Perbaps more importantly, the use of carefully articulated laws offered the Spanish
a means to establish, and to justify their power over the natives. By passing these statutes to ensure the salvation of
the Indians, the Spanish ensured the destruction of native culture. As with all legal codes, the Laws of Burgos
reveal much about the attitudes and presumptions of those in power, while also providing some insight into the
lives of those the laws are meant to control.

WHEREAS, the King, my Lord and Father, and the Queen, my Mistress and Mother, . . .
always desired that the chiefs and Indians of the Island of Espanola [Hispaniola] be brought to a
knowledge of our Holy Catholic Faith, and, . . .

WHEREAS, it has become evident through long experience that nothing has sufficed to bring
the said chiefs and Indians to a knowledge of our Faith (necessary for their salvation), since by
nature they are inclined to idleness and vice, and have no manner of virtue or doctrine (by which
our Lord is discovered), and that the principal obstacle in the way of correcting their vices and hav-
ing them profit by and impressing them with the doctrine is that their dwellings are remote from
the settlements of the Spaniards who . . . reside in the said Island, because, although at the time the
Indians go to serve them they are indoctrinated in and taught the things of our Faith, after serving
they return to their dwellings where, because of the distance and their own evil inclinations, they
immediately forget what they have been taught and go back to their customary idleness and vice,
and when they come to serve again they are as new in the doctrine as they were at the beginning,
because, although the Spaniard who accompanies them to their village . . . reminds them of it and
reprehends them, they, having no fear of him, do not profit by it and tell him to leave them in idle-
ness, since that is their reason for returning to their said village, and that their only purpose and
desire is to do with themselves what they will, without regard for any virtue, and, . . .

WHEREAS, it is our duty to seek a remedy for it in every way possible, it was considered by
the King . . . and by several members of my council and by persons of good life, letters, and con-
science, and they . . . gave it as their opinion that the most beneficial thing that could be done at
present would be to remove the said chiefs and Indians to the vicinity of the villages and communi-
ties of the Spaniards—this for many considerations—and thus, by continual association with them,

*From The Laws of Burgos of 1512—-1513: Royal Ordinances for the Good Government and Treatment of the Indians, trans.
Lesley Baird Simpson (San Francisco: John Howell Books, 1960), 11-14, 16-18, 21, 23-24, 26-28, 32, 42-45.
Used by permission.

© 2002 Thomson Learning, Inc.



WHEN OLD WORLDS COLLIDE: CONTACT, CONQUEST, CATASTROPHE 5

as well as by attendance at church on feast days to hear Mass and the divine offices, and by observ-
ing the conduct of the Spaniards, as well as the preparation and care that the Spaniards will display
in demonstrating and teaching them, while they are together, the things of our Holy Catholic
Faith, it is clear that they will the sooner learn them and, having learned them, will not forget them as
they do now. . ..

THEREFORE, . . . it was agreed that for the improvement and remedy of all the aforesaid, the
said chiefs and Indians should forthwith be brought to dwell near the villages and communities of
the Spaniards who inhabit that Island, so that they may be treated and taught and looked after as is
right and as we have always desired; and so I command that henceforth that which is contained
below be obeyed and observed as follows: . . .

II

We order and command that all chiefs and Indians dwelling on the Island of Espafiola, now or
in the future, shall be brought from their present dwelling places to the villages and communities
of the Spaniards who reside . . . on the said Island; and in order that they be brought of their own
volition and suffer no harm from the removal, we hereby command Don Diego Columbus, our
Admiral, Viceroy, and Governor of the said Island . . . to have them brought in the manner that
seems best, with the least possible harm to the said chiefs and Indians. . . .

I
.. [T]he citizens to whom the said Indians are given in encomienda shall . . . be obliged to
erect a structure to be used as a church; . . . and in this said church he shall place an image of Our
Lady and a bell with which to call the Indians to prayer; and the person who has them in
encomienda shall be obliged to have them called by the bell at nightfall and go with them to the
said church, and have them cross themselves and bless themselves, and together recite the Ave
Maria, the Pater Noster, the Credo, and the Salve Regina, in such wise that all of them shall hear
the said person, and the said person hear them, so that he may know who is performing well and
who ill, and correct the one who is wrong. . . .
v

Also, in order to discover how each one is progressing in things of the Faith, we command that
every two weeks the said person who has them in charge shall examine them to see what each one
knows particularly and to teach them what they do not know; and he shall also teach them the
Ten Commandments and the Seven Deadly Sins and the Articles of the Faith, that is, to those he
thinks have the capacity and ability to learn them; but all this shall be done with great love and
gentleness. . . .

IX

... [W]hoever has fifty Indians or more in encomienda shall be obliged to have a boy (the one
he considers most able) taught to read and write, and the things of our Faith, so that he may later
teach the said Indians, because the Indians will more readily accept what he says than what the
Spaniards and settlers tell them. . . .

X

... [E]ach and every time an Indian falls sick in a place where there is a priest, the priest shall be
obliged to go to him and recite the Credo and other profitable things of our Holy Catholic Faith,
and, if the Indian shall know how to confess, he shall confess him, without charging him any fee for
it; . . . and also that they shall go with a Cross to the Indians who die and shall bury them without
charging any fee for it or for the confession. . . .

XII

... [A]ll the Spanish inhabitants and settlers who have Indians in encomienda shall be obliged
to have all infants baptized within a week of their birth, or before, if it is necessary; and if there is
no priest to do so, the person in charge of the said estate shall be obliged to baptize them, accord-
ing to the custom in such emergencies. . . .

© 2002 Thomson Learning, Inc.



6 CHAPTER 1

XIIT

. .. [A]fter the Indians have been brought to the estates, all the founding [of gold] . . . shall be
done in the manner prescribed below: that is, the said persons who have Indians in encomienda
shall extract gold with them for five months in the year, and at the end of these five months, the
said Indians shall rest forty days; . . . and in all the said forty days no one shall employ any Indians
in extracting gold. . . . And we command that . . . the persons who have the said Indians in
encomienda shall be obliged, during these forty days of rest, to indoctrinate them in . . . our Faith
more than on other days, because they will have the opportunity and means to do so. . . .

... [Almong the other things of our Faith that shall be taught to the Indians, they shall be made
to understand that they may not have more than one wife at a time, nor may they abandon her. . . .
XVIII
.. . [N]o pregnant woman, after the fourth month, shall be sent to the mines, . . . but shall be
kept on the estates and utilized in housekeeping tasks, such as making bread, cooking, and weed-
ing; and after she bears her child she shall nurse it until it is three years old, and in all this time she
shall not be sent to the mines . . . or used in anything else that will harm the child. . . .
XIX
... [TThat all those . . . who have Indians in encomienda . . . shall be obliged to give each of
them a hammock in which to sleep continually; and they shall not allow them to sleep on the
ground, as hitherto they have been doing. . . .
XXIV
... [N]o person or persons shall dare to beat any Indian with sticks, or whip him, or call him
dog, or address him by any other name than his proper name alone; and if an Indian should deserve
to be punished for something he has done, the said person having him in charge shall bring him to
the visitor for punishment. . . .

3. AZTEC ACCOUNTS OF THE SPANISH ARRIVAL IN MEXICO*

he conquest of Mexico proved to be one of the most dramatic contacts between Spaniards and Native Ameri-

cans. Defeating the Aztecs cleared the way for the Spanish to claim Mexico and, ultimately, large portions of
North America. Moreover, the Aztecs’ incredible wealth dazzled the imaginations of Europeans, making the
search for gold a major force in the exploration and exploitation of the entire western hemisphere. Consequently,
the capture of the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlin marked a crucial step in Spain’s rise to world power. The three doc-
uments that follow offer various versions of that monumental occurrence. The first account, taken from several
Aztec sources, provides an Indian view of the events that took place in 1520 and 1521.

Motecuhzoma now arrayed himself in his finery, preparing to go out to meet them. The other
great princes also adorned their persons, as did the nobles and their chieftains and knights. They
all went out together to meet the strangers.

They brought trays heaped with the finest flowers—the flower that resembles a shield; the flower
shaped like a heart; in the center, the flower with the sweetest aroma; and the fragrant yellow flower,
the most precious of all. They also brought garlands of flowers, and ornaments for the breast, and
necklaces of gold, necklaces hung with rich stones, necklaces fashioned in the petatillo style.

Thus Motecuhzoma went out to meet them. . . . He presented many gifts to the Captain and
his commanders, those who had come to make war. Then he hung the gold necklaces around their

“From The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico, ed. Miguel Leon-Portilla (Boston: Beacon
Press, 1962, 1990), 63-69, 105-109. Originally published in Spanish under the title Vision de las Vencidas (Mexico
City: Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México, 1959). Reprinted by permission of Beacon Press.
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necks and gave them presents of every sort as gifts of welcome.

When Motecuhzoma had given necklaces to each one, Cortés asked him: “Are you Motecuh-
zoma? Are you the king? Is it true that you are the king Motecuhzoma?”

And the king said: “Yes, I am Motecuhzoma.” Then he stood up to welcome Cortés; he came
forward, bowed his head low and addressed him in these words: “Our lord, you are weary. The
journey has tired you, but now you have arrived on the earth. You have come to your city, Mexico.
You have come here to sit on your throne, to sit under its canopy.

“The kings who have gone before, your representatives, guarded it and preserved it for your
coming. The kings . . . ruled for you in the City of Mexico. The people were protected by their
swords and sheltered by their shields.

“Do the kings know the destiny of those they left behind, their prosperity? If only they are
watching! If only they see what I see!

“No, it is not a dream. I am not walking in my sleep. I am not seeing you in my dreams. . . . I
have seen you at last! I have met you face to face! I was in agony for five days, for ten days, with my
eyes fixed on the Region of the Mystery. And now you have come out of the clouds and mists to sit
on your throne again.

“This was foretold by the kings who governed your city, and now it has taken place. You have
come back to us; you have come down from the sky. Rest now, and take possession of your royal
houses. Welcome to your land, my lords!”

When Motecuhzoma had finished, La Malinche translated his address into Spanish so that the
Captain could understand it. Cortés replied in a strange and savage tongue, speaking first to La
Malinche: “Tell Motecuhzoma that we are his friends. There is nothing to fear. We have wanted to
see him for a long time, and now we have seen his face and heard his words. Tell him that we love
him well and that our hearts are contented.”

When the Spaniards entered the Royal House, they placed Motecuhzoma under guard and
kept him under their vigilance. They also placed a guard over Itzcuauhtzin, but the other lords
were permitted to depart. . ..

In the morning the Spaniards told Motecuhzoma what they needed in the way of supplies: tor-
tillas, fried chickens, hens’ eggs, pure water, firewood, and charcoal. Also: large clean cooking pots,
water jars, pitchers, dishes, and other pottery. Motecuhzoma ordered that it be sent to them. The
chiefs who received this order were angry with the king and no longer revered or respected him.
But they furnished the Spaniards with all the provisions they needed—food, beverages, and water,
and fodder for the horses.

When the Spaniards were installed in the palace, they asked Motecuhzoma about the city’s
resources and reserves and about the warriors’ ensigns and shields. They questioned him closely
and then demanded gold.

Motecuhzoma guided them to it. They surrounded him and crowded close with their
weapons. He walked in the center while they formed a circle around him.

When they arrived at the treasure house called Teucalen, the riches of gold and feathers were
brought out to them: ornaments made of quetzal feathers, richly worked shields, disks of gold, the
necklaces of the idols, gold nose plugs, gold greaves, and bracelets and crowns.

The Spaniards immediately stripped the feathers from the gold shields and ensigns. They gath-
ered all the gold into a great mound and set fire to everything else, regardless of its value. Then they
melted the gold down into ingots. As for the precious green stones, they took only the best of them;
the rest were snatched up by the Tlaxcaltecas. The Spaniards searched throughout the whole trea-
sure house, questioning and quarreling, and seized every object they thought was beautiful.

Next they went to Motecuhzoma’s storehouse in the place called Totocalo, where his personal
treasures were kept. The Spaniards grinned like little beasts and patted each other with delight.

When they entered the hall of treasures, it was as if they had arrived in Paradise. They searched
everywhere and coveted everything; they were slaves to their own greed. All of Motecuhzoma’s
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