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PREFACE

PURPOSE AND STRUCTURE OF TEXT

In the preface to the first edition, we wrote that the last 30 years had been a time
of profound, indeed revolutionary, change in the financial markets and institu-
tions of the world. The hallmarks of that change were innovation, globalization,
and deregulation. In the last few years, those forces have actually gathered more
strength, and the financial landscape continues to undergo large and visible
changes around the globe. In the United States alone, the number of people hold-
ing equity shares, either directly or indirectly through some form of mutual
funds, has risen sharply since 1993. Money from U.S. investors continues to pour
into markets abroad, and the interest of foreign investors in U.S. markets keeps
growing. Japanese leaders are intent on further deregulation of that nation’s fi-
nancial markets, and Chile’s experiment with a privately managed and market-
oriented social security system is gaining world-wide attention. The discipline
that we know as Finance has attracted the talents and energies of people from
Chicago to Singapore and from Paris to Bombay.

Our purpose in writing this book is to instruct students about this fascinat-
ing revolution. We describe the wide array of financial securities that are now
available for investing, funding operations, and controlling various types of fi-
nancial risk. We help the students to see each kind of security as a response to the
needs of borrowers, lenders, and investors, who manage assets and liabilities in a
world of constantly changing interest rates, asset prices, regulatory constraints,
and international competition and opportunities. Our book devotes a consider-
able amount of space to explaining how the world’s key financial institutions
manage their assets and liabilities and how innovative instruments support that
management. Also, the text gives students a thorough introduction to financial
regulation and to major facets of international finance.

It is a safe bet that change will mark the discipline of finance over the fore-
seeable future and will produce new kinds of institutions, markets, and securi-
ties. Our extensive explanation of the developments that dominate today’s finan-
cial scene provides students with the sense of institutional structure and the
analytical tools that they will need to understand the innovations that will surely
occur throughout their careers.

Our coverage of institutions, investors, and instruments is as current and
up-to-date as we can produce in the face of frequent and significant change both
in the United States and around the world. We have made a major effort to get
the latest information and data on the players in the global financial game and
the rules by which it is played. We think our focus on the actual practices of fi-
nancial institutions is particularly beneficial to students who will, as noted above,
inevitably have to respond to changes in those institutions and their environ-
ment.
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Preface

We believe that our book differs in several key respects from many texts on fi-
nancial institutions and markets. What follows is an outline of the key differences.

The first difference, and a special feature of this text, is its lengthy coverage of the
securitization of assets and the large mortgage market. Securitization is the process by
which a security, whose collateral is the cash flow from a pool of individually
illiquid and often small assets, is created and sold in the capital markets. Asset se-
curitization has been a major innovation of the past 20 years and represents a rad-
ical departure from the traditional system for managing and acquiring many
kinds of assets. The mortgage-backed security is the prime example of this
process and accounts for the largest part of the market for securitized assets.
However, the issuance of securitized pools of credit card debt, auto loans, and
other consumer liabilities is becoming a very important part of international fi-
nancial markets. The text devotes a considerable amount of time to securitized as-
sets and their markets and offers chapters on mortgage loan securitization as well
as the securitization of other assets.

The second difference is our commitment to giving the students a substantial
amount of information and analysis regarding international or global topics in finance.
Our discussions range across a wide field, encompassing markets for bonds and
stocks as well as mutual funds in Tokyo, London, Frankfurt, and Paris, among
other places. The text gives some detailed explanations about the operations,
structure, and regulation of these major markets and institutions. Just a glance at
the table of contents shows that this book covers many international topics,
which today’s students must know in order to function in the increasingly inte-
grated international financial system where they will soon be working.

The third difference is the book’s extensive coverage of the markets for derivative se-
curities, such as options, futures, swaps, customized agreements for controlling interest
rate risk, and so on. These derivative securities and their markets grow ever more
important in global finance. Though the popular press often criticizes and mis-
represents these instruments, derivatives enable financial practitioners to control
risk and the cost of funding. Because of these instruments, financial markets in
the United States and throughout the world are more efficient and can contribute
more to economic development and growth.

Our discussion of options naturally contains an explanation of the theoreti-
cal principles of pricing. We often show that option pricing theory also applies to
complex securities that have embedded options. For example, many kinds of
bonds contain option-like provisions: Issuers may exercise some, and holders
may exercise others. Students need to understand options and pricing theory if
they are to grasp the valuation of many of today’s important assets. Although the
text does not delve deeply into trading strategies, it does contain a great deal of
information on these contracts and is suitable as a supplementary text for a
course dealing with derivatives.

PLANNING AND MANAGING A COURSE

We do not believe that an instructor has the time in a single semester to treat all
the topics covered by this book. The following table contains our suggestions for
the chapters that should be included in a one-semester course on financial mar-
kets and institutions. The table also identifies those chapters that render the text a
useful supplement for a course in investments or one in derivative securities.
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CHANGES FROM THE FIRST EDITION

We have changed the text in several ways. First, we have updated all discussions
of financial institutions in the United States and around the world, and we have
revised the tables and charts, using the most current information and numbers
we could find. Second, we have added a new chapter—chapter 25—which deals
with asset-backed securities. Third, we have revised many of the end-of-chapter
questions and increased the number of questions in various chapters. Finally, we
have included some new topics, such as exotic options in chapter 27, and have in-
creased the space devoted to numerous topics. They include NASDAQ regula-
tion, bond pricing, spot and forward interest rates, medium term and structured
notes, and collateralized mortgage obligations, among other things.

RENEWING OUR PLEDGE

As we wrote in our first edition, we would like those who adopt this text to tell us
about their experiences with it. Please, let us know where you find the book help-
ful and where it needs changing. Also, we would like to see outlines and syllabi
of courses for which this book has been adopted. We have devoted many, many
hours to producing both the first and second editions, and we definitely want to
know how beneficial our efforts have been to the people who use the text. If all
continues to go well, there will be future editions of this book, and we want them
to be as good as they can be. For that, we will need your help. For your help, we
will all be grateful.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We wish to acknowledge a number of people who have helped us in numerous
respects, but who do not bear the burden of any errors or mistakes that may ap-
pear in the text. The following people, listed in alphabetical order, read some part
or other of the material that has gone into the first or second edition of this text:
Joseph Bencivenga (Bankers Trust Securities), Anand Bhattacharya (Prudential
Securities), Daniel T. Coggin (Gerber/ Taylor Associates), Bruce Collins (Western
Connecticut State University), Jack Clark Francis (Baruch College, CUNY), Gary
L. Gastineau (American Stock Exchange), K.C. Ma (Consultant), Scott Richard
(Miller, Anderson & Sherrerd), and Uzi Yaari (Rutgers University).

Over the last few years, we have benefited from discussions on a host of rel-
evant topics with the following individuals: Robert Arnott (First Quadrant), Paul
Asquith (MIT), Douglas Bendt (Mortgage Risk Assessment Corp.), Peter Bern-
stein (Peter L. Bernstein Inc.), John H. Carlson (Fidelity Investments), Peter Carril,
Jr. (Bankers Trust Securities), John Crockett (George Mason University), Ravi
Dattatreya (Sumitomo Bank Capital Markets), Sylvan Feldstein (Guardian Life
Insurance), Henry Gabbay (BlackRock Financial Management), Joseph P.
Guagliardo (FNX), Gerald Hanweck (George Mason University), Arthur Hogan
(Office of Thrift Supervision), Jane Howe (Pacific Investment Management Com-
pany), David P. Jacob (Nomura Securities), Frank J. Jones (Guardian Life Insur-
ance Company), Andrew Kalotay (Andrew Kalotay Associates), Frank Keane
(Federal Reserve Bank of New York), Robert Kieschnick (Federal Communica-
tions Commission), Martin Liebowitz (CREF), Ed Murphy (Merchants Mutual In-
surance Co.), Scott Pinkus (Goldman Sachs), Mark Pitts (White Qak Capital Man-
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.agement), Chuck Ramsey (Mortgage Risk Assessment Corp.), Sharmin Mossavar-

Rahmani (Goldman Sachs Asset Management), Frank Ramirez (First Southwest),
Michael Rosenberg (Merrill Lynch), Dexter Senft (Lehman Brothers), Richard
Wilson (Fitch Investors Service and Ryan Labs), and Jot Yau (George Mason
University).

In our end-of-chapter questions, we use excerpts from Institutional Investor
and several weekly publications of Institutional Investor Inc., Wall Street Letter,
Bank Management Letter, and Portfolio Letter. We are grateful to Tom Lamont, edi-
tor of the weekly publications, for permission to use this material. We thank the
following organizations for granting us permission to reproduce data: the Foun-
dation Center, Institutional Investor, the Investment Company Institute, A.M.
Best Company, and Crain Communications.

Several people served as reviewers of much or all of the material that is con-
tained in this text, and we thank them here: Helen M. Bowers, Wake Forest Uni-
versity; Inayat U. Mangla, Western Michigan University; and Richard Puntillo,
University of San Francisco.

Our friends at Prentice Hall have assisted us in ways too numerous to men-
tion, and we want to acknowledge these folks here: Paul Donnelly, senior editor;
Gladys Soto, assistant editor; MaryBeth Sanok, editorial assistant; and Judy Leale,
production editor. Michael Ferri also wishes to thank his wife, Mary, and Mrs.
Karen Powers, who helped him with the preparation of a part of the manuscript.

Finally, we must express our gratitude to our families, who tolerated much
as this second edition was being written and produced.

Frank J. Fabozzi
Franco Modigliani
Michael G. Ferri
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