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PREFACE

To succeed in college and beyond, today’s students must be able to express
their ideas clearly and correctly in written form and to read, think criti-
cally, interpret, and react to what they have read. Twenty-nine years of
experience with developmental students have convinced me that these
essential skills—writing, reading, and critical thinking—are most effec-
tively taught when integrated. Many students flourish when given the
opportunity to learn and practice these skills within a stimulating, non-
threatening framework. My goals in writing The Writer’s Express and in
preparing the second edition have been to help students build a solid
repertoire of strategies for writing, reading, and critical thinking—a reper-
toire that will stand them in good stead in freshman composition and in
the rest of their college and work careers.

The Writer’s Express, Second Edition, has retained its integrated writ-
ing-reading approach, step-by-step instruction, and supportive tone. It
teaches developmental students the fundamentals of paragraph and essay
writing through structured, sequential instruction; varied exercises that
build upon each other; numerous pieces of student writing and examples;
and high-interest, issue-oriented readings. In the second edition, I have
given increased attention to essay-writing skills in a way that affords
greater flexibility of use. Instructors can move earlier from a focus on the
paragraph to a focus on the essay as the main unit of composition, with
essay-writing instruction now in Chapter 11, Chapters 13-15, and in
Chapters 6—10 (on the rhetorical modes) in the form of two new features,
“Applying Your Skills to Essay Writing” and “Essay Option” assign-
ments. I have also included a new chapter (Chapter 12) that helps stu-
dents develop the important skills of annotating, paraphrasing,
summarizing, and synthesizing. It contains a brief introductory look at
finding and using appropriate sources, a skill students increasingly need.
Complementing the enhanced essay coverage and new chapter are five
pairs of readings that allow more comparative discussions and assign-
ments and some beginning source-based writing. As in the first edition,
sentence-level concerns are presented as integral to the clear expression of
ideas; a handbook with exercises appears at the end of the text; and near
the end of each chapter in Parts II-IV, a “Skill Refresher” box ties in with
the handbook.
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Organization of the Text

The text is organized into six parts. Part I, “Getting Started,” opens with
a chapter that establishes the importance of effective writing, places writ-
ing within the context of the college experience, and offers five tips for
writing success. Chapter 2 provides an overview of the writing process,
with an emphasis on prewriting techniques. This chapter demonstrates
many of its points by showing how a sample student paper (an ad analy-
sis) develops through several stages and drafts.

Part II, “Paragraph Writing Strategies,” covers paragraph structure
and topic sentences (Chapter 3), developing a paragraph with details
(Chapter 4), and the revision process (Chapter §). Chapter 5 introduces a
“Revision Checklist” feature that is further developed in each of the
remaining chapters of the book. From Chapter 3 on, a reading or pair of
readings appears at the end of each chapter, with accompanying opportu-
nities for discussion, journal writing, critical thinking skills-building, and
writing. Writing assignments are in two categories: “Writing About the
Reading” and “Writing About Your Ideas.”

In Part ITI, “Methods of Development,” each chapter describes one of
the rhetorical modes, gives examples, and provides practical advice for
organizing, developing, and writing paragraphs and/or essays using that
mode. The chapters in this part cover narration and process; description;
example, classification, and definition; comparison and contrast; and
cause and effect. As in other sections, writing assignments build sequen-
tially. Students generate ideas about a topic, prepare a first draft, and
revise using the “Revision Checklist” and “Proofreading Checklist.”

Part IV, “Strategies for Writing Essays,” concentrates on the short
essay. Chapter 11, “Sharpening Your Essay-Writing Skills,” emphasizes
writing effective thesis statements, supporting them with evidence, and
crafting strong introductions and conclusions. The new Chapter 12,
“Summarizing and Synthesizing Sources,” presents these basic academic
skills, as well as annotating and paraphrasing, in an introductory ways; it
also provides simple guidelines for finding and using appropriate sources.
Pairs of carefully selected readings appear at the end of this chapter and
the next two to facilitate the teaching of these essay-related skills.
Chapters 13-15 cover expository essays, persuasive essays, and essay
exams. Topics include analyzing audience, selecting and organizing con-
vincing evidence, and choosing a tone.

Part V, “Additional Readings,” contains twelve selections on a range
of stimulating topics. These readings offer instructors flexibility in choos-
ing and assigning readings and further represent the rhetorical modes.
Selections are accompanied by questions for discussion and by journal
writing and writing assignments. Included in this part are two more pairs
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of readings; each pair explores a timely issue—encounters with strangers,
and predators in the wild and in captivity. Part VI, “Reviewing the
Basics,” is a brief handbook with exercises. It reviews the principles of
grammar, sentence structure, mechanics, and spelling and concludes with
a set of error correction exercises.

Features

The following features distinguish The Writer’s Express, Second Edition,
from other developmental writing texts and make its approach unique:

e Readings Beginning with Chapter 3, each chapter includes an
engaging reading around which prewriting, critical thinking, and
writing assignments are structured. Readings touch on topics within
the students’ realm of experience, such as family relationships, the
widening gap between rich and poor, gender differences, and the use
of politically correct language. Each reading offers students a model
for the writing skills taught in the particular chapter, as well as a
source of ideas and a base for discussion and collaborative learning
activities.

o “Getting Ready to Write” Strategies After the first two introduc-
tory chapters, each chapter contains three activities that prepare
students to write about the reading. In the first, “Examining the
Reading,” students are taught reading strategies including review
techniques, underlining, and drawing idea maps to review and orga-
nize ideas. In the second, “Thinking Critically,” students learn criti-
cal thinking strategies that enable them to analyze and evaluate the
reading. Critical thinking skills include making inferences, under-
standing connotative language, and analyzing tone. In the third,
“Reacting to Ideas: Discussion and Journal Writing,” students are
given a range of thought-provoking questions on which class discus-
sions or collaborative learning activities may be built.

o Writing Assignments Two types of writing assignments follow each
chapter reading. “Writing About the Reading” involves students
with ideas expressed in the reading. “Writing About Your Ideas”
allows students to write about personal experiences related to the
topic of the reading. In Chapters 6-10, Essay Options are included
for instructors who choose to have their students write an essay
rather than a paragraph.

e Idea and Revision Maps Throughout the book, students are taught
to use idea and revision maps and given opportunities to practice
these techniques. Many developmental students are visual learners;
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that is, they process information visually rather than verbally or
through auditory means. Students learn to draw idea maps—visual
representations of a paragraph’s or essay’s content and organiza-
tion—in order to examine ideas. Students learn to draw revision
maps of their own writing as a means of evaluating both content
and organization.

e Revision Checklists A “Revision Checklist” appears at the end of
each chapter, starting with Chapter 5. This feature provides a review
of writing strategies learned in the chapter as well as a cumulative
review of strategies learned in previous chapters.

e Skill Refreshers Each chapter after Chapter 2 offers a review of a
topic related to sentence structure, grammar, or punctuation. The
“Skill Refresher” begins with a brief section of instruction, followed
by a ten-item self-assessment quiz. Students are directed to record
their score on the “Skill Refresher Score Chart™ at the back of the
book. Students who miss more than two questions on the self-
assessment quiz are directed to pages in Part VI, “Reviewing the
Basics,” that present a more detailed explanation of the topic.

o Assessment Exercises Chapter 1 contains five assignments that will
enable the student and instructor to assess the student’s experience,
attitude, and approach to writing. These assignments encourage
writing early in the course and emphasize its importance as a vehicle
of communication between instructor and student.

o Student Writing Samples Each chapter features one or more pieces
of student writing used as an example or a model of a particular
writing strategy. The samples are motivational and enable students
to establish realistic expectations for their own writing.

Changes to the Second Edition

® New Chapter A new chapter, “Summarizing and Synthesizing
Sources” (Chapter 12), teaches the skills needed to use sources effec-
tively: annotating, paraphrasing, summarizing, and synthesizing. The
chapter also provides a brief and manageable introduction to finding
and using appropriate sources.

e Earlier Introduction of Essay-Writing Skills The revised text pre-
sents essay-writing skills earlier and allows instructors greater flexi-
bility in terms of when they wish to focus on the essay. The skills
covered in Part I, “Getting Started,” may be applied to either para-
graph or essay writing. Each chapter in Part III, “Methods of
Development,” introduces a rhetorical mode using paragraph
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examples and concludes with a section titled “Applying Your Skills
to Essay Writing.” The writing assignments at the end of each chap-
ter in Part III now include an “Essay Option.”

Paired Readings Chapters 12, 13, and 14 each have two end-of-
chapter readings. Two additional pairs are included in Part V,
“Additional Readings.” These paired readings offer students an
opportunity to make comparisons, synthesize ideas, and begin to use
other writers’ ideas to support their own.

New Readings More than 50 percent of the readings (16 out of
28) are new to the second edition, while the most effective selections
from the first edition have been retained. Readings are brief, high-
interest, and issue-oriented.

New Design The updated design features a clear, easy-to-follow
chapter format and organization.

Writing in Context Assignments Assignments that place writing
tasks within an academic context have been added, beginning with
Chapter 3. These options enable students to define concretely their
audience and purpose and connect the writing skills they are learn-
ing in college with writing tasks they will encounter in other courses.
Increased Number of Journal Writing Opportunities Journal ques-
tions are placed earlier and have been expanded.

Improved Grammar Handbook Part VI has been extensively
revised and now includes a brief section on documentation.

New Material on Writing and Supporting Thesis Statements

Chapter 11 has been revised to focus on one of the most common
essay-writing problems: developing and supporting thesis statements.
Student Essay Contest The “Call for Papers” invites students to
send their work to the author to be considered for inclusion in an
upcoming new ancillary, The Student’s Express: A Collection of
Paragraphs and Essays. This contest offers students the chance for
their work to reach a wider audience and helps them see that writing
really is about the communication of ideas.

Ancillary Materials

o Instructor’s Resource Manual This manual provides a time-saving

overview of the text, explains its pedagogical features, discusses the
role of critical thinking in the writing class, describes the software
ancillary Expressways, and offers practical suggestions for teaching
writing. It also gives suggestions for using the readings and has notes
on each chapter, including additional class activities, Overhead
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Transparency Masters, a complete answer key to the text, and corre-
lations to statewide writing competency tests (TASP and CLAST).

e Expressways, Second Edition Available in DOS, Windows, and
Macintosh versions, Expressways, Second Edition, software is an
interactive program that provides a tutorial review of the key writ-
ing strategies presented in the text. Moving at their own pace, stu-
dents complete a range of writing activities and exercises. Each unit
models the pedagogical structure of the text, providing skill instruc-
tion, demonstration, practice, and a brief on-screen reading. The
modules guide the student through the writing process and culmi-
nate in a writing assignment that may be printed and evaluated by
the instructor or by peer reviewers.

e The Student’s Express: A Collection of Paragraphs and Essays
This ancillary, to be published in 1997-98, will be created from stu-
dent entries; see the “Call for Papers” contest announced in the
front of The Writer’s Express, Second Edition.

e MicroLab, Second Edition Available in both IBM and Mac ver-
sions, this versatile software program teaches and reinforces the
basics of grammar, punctuation, and mechanics.

e Newsweek Subscription A 10-week subscription card may be
shrink-wrapped with the text for a nominal fee.

e The Dictionary Deal The American Heritage College Dictionary
may be shrink-wrapped with the text at a substantial savings.
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