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I_This offer expires July 31, 1983

EKnjoy your own
special time
& \ L3
with Sithouette Romances.

Send for 6 books today-
one 18 yours free!

Silhouette Romances take you into a special world of
thrilling drama, tender passion, and romantic love. These
are enthralling stories from your favorite romance
authors—tales of fascinating men and women, set in
exotic locations all over the world.

Convenient free home delivery. We’ll send you six
exciting Silhouette Romances to look over for 15 days. If
you enjoy them as much as we think you will, pay the in-
voice enclosed with your trial shipment. One book is
yours free to keep. Silhouette Romances are delivered
right to your door with never a charge for postage or
nandling. There’s no minimum number of books to buy,
and you may cancel at any time.
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Silhouette Book Club® Dept. SRSD 7L
120 Brighton Road, Clifton, NJ 07012

Please send me 6 Silhouette Romances absolutely free, to look
over for 15 days. If not delighted, I will return only 5 and owe
nothing. One book is mine free.

boaia, - ot St

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

SIGNATURE

(If under 18, parent or guardian must sign.)

Silhouette Book Club®is a registered trademark of Simon & Schuster
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YOU’LL BE SWEPT AWAY
WITH SILHOUETTE DESIRE
| $1.75 each
1 [T CORPORATE AFFAIR 6 [ ] AFRENCHMAN'S KISS
James Mallory
2 [] LOVE'’S SILVER WEB 7 1 NOT EVEN FOR LOVE
Monet St. Claire
3 [0 WISE FOLLY 8 1 MAKE NO PROMISES
Clay Dee
4 [] KISS AND TELL 9 [ MOMENT IN TIME -
Carey Simms
5 [J WHEN LAST WE LOVED 10 [J WHENEVER | LOVE YOU
Baker Smith
$1.95 each
11 [ VELVET TOUCH 22 [1 BITTERSWEET IN BERN
James Durant
12 [J THE COWBOQY AND THE 23 [ CONSTANT STRANGER
LADY Palmer Sunshine
13 [J COME BACK, MY LOVE 24 ] SHARED MOMENTS
Wallace Baxter
14 [] BLANKET OF STARS 25 [ RENAISSANCE MAN
Valley James
15 [J SWEET BONDAGE 26 ] SEPTEMBER MORNING
Vernon Palmer
16 [ DREAM COME TRUE 27 [ ON WINGS OF NIGHT
Major Conrad
17 [ OF PASSION BORN 28 [] PASSIONATE JOURNEY
Simms Lovan
18 [] SECOND HARVEST 29 [] ENCHANTED DESERT
Ross Michelle
19 [J LOVER IN PURSUIT 30 [] PAST FORGETTING
James Lind
20 [] KING OF DIAMONDS 31 [J RECKLESS PASSION
Allison James
21 [ LOVE INTHE CHINA SEA 32 [] YESTERDAY’S DREAMS
Baker Clay
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33 [J PROMISE ME TOMORROW 38 [] SWEET SERENITY

Powers Douglass
34 (] SNOW SPIRIT 39 [J SHADOW OF BETRAYAL
Milan Monet
35 [J MEANT TO BE 40 ] GENTLE CONQUEST
Major Mallory
36 [J FIRES OF MEMORY 41 [] SEDUCTION BY DESIGN
Summers St. Claire
37 [J PRICE OF SURRENDER 42 [T] ASK ME NO SECRETS
James Stewart
LOOK FOR AFFAIR OF HONOR
BY STEPHANIE JAMES
AVAILABLE IN MARCH AND
ONE NIGHT’S DECEPTION

BY KATHRYN MALLORY IN APRIL.

SILHOUETTE DESIRE, Department SD/6
1230 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10020

Please send me the books | have checked above. | am enclosing $
(please add 50¢ to cover postage and handling. NYS and NYC residents please add
appropriate sales tax.? Send check or money order—no cash or C.0.D’s please.
Allow six weeks for delivery.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE/ZIP




Coming Next Month

Heart Over Mind by Sara Ann West

Brad Morrison was her boss and fiance, but Abby Kent
found herself attracted to sculptor Travis Connery. Alone
with Travis in New Mexico Abby was unable to resist his
passionate persuasion.

A Wild, Sweet Magic by Suzanne Simms

He was too smooth, too rich, too handsome—the perfect
target for cartoonist Kit Sinclair’s wicked pen. But
tycoon James Steele struck back, igniting a wild
passion between them.

Experiment In Love by Rita Clay

Writer Victoria Brown was hoping to find a good story by
advertising through a dating service. How could she know
that Kurt Morgan had exactly the same idea?

Her Golden Eyes by Sara Chance

Tawny Summer McAllister was a born sailor, but from the
moment Brandon Marshall stepped on board she was swept
away by a wave of desire that engulfed them both.

Silver Promises by Suzanne Michelle

When TV newswoman Miranda Bowen met marine
biologist Julian Hunter, she knew there was something
special between them . . . something no ocean could
keep apart.

Dream Of The West by Nora Powers

Melinda Adams was stunned when Cal, the rugged cowboy
who had pursued her, turned out to be art collector Colin
Marsden who remained aloof . . . with only his eyes
betraying his desire.
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Get 6new
Silhouette Special Editions
every month
for a15-dayFREE trial!

Free Home Delivery, Free Previews, Free Bonus Books.
Silhouette Special Editions are a new kind of romance
novel. These are big, powerful stories that will capture
your imagination. They’re longer, with fully developed
characters and intricate plots that will hold you spell-
bound from the first page to the very last.

Each month we will send you six exciting new
Silhouette Special Editions, just as soon as they are pub-
lished. If you enjoy them as much as we think you will,
pay the invoice enclosed with your shipment. They’re
delivered right to your door with never a charge for
postage or handling, and there’s no obligation to buy
anything at any time. To start receiving Silhouette Special
Editions regularly, mail the coupon below today.

%{M eceal Cdition

Silhouette Special Editions? Dept.SESD 7L
120 Brighton Road, Clifton, NJ 07012

Please send me 6 Silhouette Special Editions, absolutely free,
to look over for 15 days. If not delighted, I will return only 5
and owe nothing. One book is mine free.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP
SIGNATURE ,
(If under 18, parent or guardian must sign.)
l_ This offer expires August 31, 1983

Silhouette Special Editions ®is a registered trademark of Simon & Schuster

L__________J



READERS’ COMMENTS ON
SILHOUETTE DESIRES

“Thank you for Silhouette Desires. They are the best thing
that has happened to the bookshelves in a long time.”
—V.W.* Knoxville, TN

“Silhouette Desires—wonderful, fantastic—the best ro-
mance around.”
—H.T.*, Margate, N.J.

“As a writer as well as a reader of romantic fiction, I found
DESIREs most refreshingly realistic—and definitely as
magical as the love captured on their pages.”

—C.M.*, Silver Lake, N.Y.

*names available on request
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“You Lied to Me!

You told me you were honestly interested in seeing
this house. Now, the minute you’ve got your hands
off the wheel, you’ve got them on me!”

He held up his palms in mock surrender. “Hold on!
My reasons for coming here were quite genuine. But
that doesn’t mean | can’t be attracted to you at the
same time.” -

“Maybe so,” she shot back breathlessly, ‘“but you're
wrong if you think the attraction is mutual.”

It was a flimsy lie. To cover it, she started sideways.
“I think we’d better get on with this tour. . . .”

A strong hand on her arm stopped her. “Not yet.
Not until I'm satisfied that your feelings are as strong
as | know they are.”

M

His arms circled befandipullediher suddenly pliant
body against hig” Shg-did nogpulhaway this time as

his lips foundq, ers,

As a newlywed

and “many, many
~ 1



Dear Reader:

SILHOUETTE DESIRE is an exciting new line of
contemporary romances from Silhouette Books.
During the past year, many Silhouette readers have
written in telling us what other types of stories they’d
like to read from Silhouette, and we’ve kept these
comments and suggestions in mind in developing

SILHOUETTE DESIRE.

DESIREs feature all of the elements you like to see
in a romance, plus a more sensual, provocative
story. So if you want to experience all the excite-
ment, passion and joy of falling in love, then SIL-
HOUETTE DESIRE is for you.

I hope you enjoy this book and all the wonderful
stories to come from SILHOUETTE DESIRE. I'd
appreciate any thoughts you’d like to share with us
on new SILHOUETTE DESIRE, and I invite you to
write to us at the address below:

Karen Solem

Editor-in-Chief
Silhouette Books

P.O. Box 769

New York, N.Y. 10019



KATHRYN
MALLORY

Gentle
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@JM Desire

Pubkished by Silhouette Books New York

America’s Publisher of Confemporory Romance



Other Silhouette Books by Kathryn Mallory

A Frenchman’'s Kiss

SILHOUETTE BOOKS, a Simon & Schuster Division of
GULF & WESTERN CORPORATION |
1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020

Copyright © 1983 by Kathryn Mallory
Distributed by Pocket Books

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce
this book or portions thereof in any form whatsoever.
For information address Silhouette Books, 1230
Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020

ISBN: 0-671-45812-4
First Silhouette Books printing January, 1983
10987654321

All of the characters in this book are fictitious. Any resem-
blance to actual persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

SILHOUETTE, SILHOUETTE DESIRE and colophon are
trademarks of Simon & Schuster.

America’s Publisher of Contemporary Romance

Printed in the U.S.A.
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Tear it down!”

Robin Elliot made a conscious effort not to flinch at this
loud outburst. The meeting with Louise Brogan was not
going well.

“Tear it down!” the formidable Miss Brogan repeated,
sweeping away imaginary rubble with a forceful motion
of her arm. “Brogan House is nothing but a nuisance. Do
you know how much it costs me every year to maintain
that crumbling monstrosity? Fifty-five thousand dollars.
Yes! And the damn thing hasn’t been used in five years.
Had it been mine to dispose of, rather than my father’s, it
would have been sold long before now. Well, it's mine
now, and I tell you I'm getting rid of it!”

Sitting neither too far back nor too far forward on the
ultra-modern visitor’s sofa, Robin listened to this tirade
placidly, her face composed, her posture erect yet re-
laxed. She wanted very much to toss back her luxurious
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GENTLE CONQUEST

black hair with a flip of her hand, but knew the gesture
would betray her nervousness. She willed herself to keep
still.

She wondered why Louise Brogan bothered to pro-
vide such comfortable furniture for her guests when she
was only going to harangue them. Still, she supposed, if
you were the major stockholder in the Brogan Bank and
Trust Company, one of the nation’s oldest and most
powerful banks, you were entitled to behave any way
you pleased.

The company’s significance to the financial health of
the United States was apparent in the location of its
headquarters. The vast corner office in which the two
women were sitting commanded a spectacular view of
New York’s financial district. The twin towers of the
World Trade Center were visible off to one side, as were
the tops of several lesser skyscrapers. Far below was the
canyon of Wall Street.

Beyond, there was a beautiful view of New York
Harbor, the water silvery in the sunlight of this June
afternoon. Out on her tiny island stood the greenish
Statue of Liberty, looking lonely.

Louise Brogan had stopped talking and was now
staring at Robin challengingly across the clutter-free
expanse of her desk. With her stout, fifty-ish figure
squeezed into a severe blue suit, she looked like a cross
between a society grande-dame and a prison guard.

Robin knew she would have to speak, and that it
would have to be good.

““Miss Brogan,” she began, “I certainly appreciate the
tremendous expense that Brogan House represents for
you. 'm not in the least surprised that you want to
dispose of it. Any reasonable person would. And that’s
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why I'm here: to make you an offer on behalf of the
Massachusetts Historical Trust.”

Louise Brogan narrowed her eyes suspiciously. “Your
people have already made two offers, both of them
unacceptable. | hope this one’s going to be better.”

It wasn’t, but Robin knew she couldn’t say that.

“We're prepared to make you a more advantageous
offer,” she said diplomatically. “For a slightly lower
purchase price, we can offer you a fixed percentage of all
revenues that will accrue after Brogan House is opened
to the public. You would also receive a share of all private
endowments, and any miscellaneous monies, such as
location-use fees from film companies, and so forth. The
long-term benefits for you could be quite handsome.
Rather than selling Brogan House outright, you could
turn it into an investment.” |

“Bah!” the older woman scoffed. “Film companies!
That's pie-in-the-sky talk, my dear. What you’re saying is
that you can’t go any higher than the paltry price you’ve
already offered.” R i

Eight hundred thousand dollars was hardly paltry.
“We"

“I thought so,” Miss Brogan interrupted. “I'm sorry,
but the land alone has been assessed at more than your
organization is able to pay. The real estate agent handling
it tells me he already has an offer from a private
developer for over three times the amount you’re offer-
ing.”

Berkshire Properties. Robin already knew about their
offer, a cool two-and-a-half million dollars. It was the
reason she had been flown down from Boston for this
last-ditch effort to salvage Brogan House for the public.

“Miss Brogan,” she pleaded, “won’t you reconsider?
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GENTLE CONQUEST

Brogan House is one of the finest examples-of Classical
Revival architecture in the country. Many experts rate it
with the mansions in Newport and the Astor residence in
New York. You can’t let it be torn down just to make way
for plywood condominiums!”

“Why not?” Louise Brogan shrugged. ““The buildingin
which we sit is one of the finest twentieth century steel
and glass boxes in America. Do you suppose that a
hundred years from now anyone is going to complain if
it’s torn down? Of course not! The old must make way for
the new, Miss Elliot. The land must be productive, and
the land on which Brogan House sits is, I'm afraid,
unproductive.”

New. Productive. Robin had heard these buzz words
before, and she hated them. They were just excuses used
by small-minded people to justify monstrous injustices to
the landscape, history and culture of the country.

Looking around Louise Brogan’s office, she should
have guessed that the woman would drag out these false
principles. There were no antiques, no artwork to soften
the room’s cold utilitarianism. In place of art, there was a
bank of six TV screens built into one wall. They provided
a constant stream of Dow Jones averages, gold quotes,
exchange rates, and prices in the spot market for oil.

Robin kept her disdain carefully hidden, however. She
lifted her head slightly, and the sunlight flashed briefly
down the length of her silky black hair. Her large, dark
eyes were bright with honest conviction.

“Miss Brogan,” she said. “It's true that we can’t offer
you the market value of Brogan House. But as I'm sure
you've heard before, to a great many people its value
cannot be measured in money. Brogan House is living
history.”
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