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EDITOR’S NOTE

Recently certain representatives of the U.S. ruling
circles have talked a good deal about peace and made
certain peace gestures. Whether or not U.S. foreign
policy has changed is a frequent topic of public discussion
in all parts of the world. The articles compiled in this
pamphlet serve to expose with ample facts and con-
vincing arguments the two tactics — that of “peace,” and
that of war — by which U.S. imperialism carries on its
plunder and oppression. The purpose of these two tactics
is one and the same: To preserve imperialism and all
reactionary forces, to obliterate socialism and all pro-
gressive forces and enslave the people of the whole world.
The basic policy of U.S. imperialism will not change. In
order to safeguard the cause of world peace, the people
of all countries who genuinely work for peace must be
vigilant against the double-barrelled tactics of U.S. im-
perialism, and continuously expose and smash all the
schemes and plots of the enemy of peace.

May 1960
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ON THE CURRENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

Speech at the Conference Held by the Political
Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty
Member States in Moscow on February 4, 1960

KANG SHENG

Alternate Member of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party

Comrade Chairman, Dear Comrades:

In the capacity of an observer of the People’s- Republic
of China, I have the honour to attend this regular con-
ference of the Political Consultative Committee of mem-
ber states of the Warsaw Treaty. We are convinced that
the convening of this conference will make new con-
tributions to further relaxing the international situation
and encouraging the people of the world in their struggle
against the expansion of armaments and war prepara-
tions and for a lasting peace. We wish the conference
success. ‘

The current international situation continues to
develop in a direction favourable to peace. There have
appeared certain tendencies towards relaxation of the
international tension created by imperialism. Comrade
Nikita Khrushchov made a successful visit to the United
States. Prompted by the Soviet Union’s foreign policy
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of peace and the peace-loving people and countries of
the world, an East-West summit conference will soon be
convened. As to the disarmament question, a certain
measure of agreement has also been reached on procedural
matters. The Chinese people and all other peace-loving
people and countries the world over rejoice at this. The
emergence of such a situation is not accidental. This is
the result of repeated struggles waged by the socialist
forces, the national revolutionary forces and the forces
of peace and democracy against the imperialist war
forces, the result of the East wind prevailing over the
West wind.

The incomparable strength and the firm unity of the
socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union and its out-
standing and effective efforts in the cause of peace are
the decisive factors in this tendency towards easing the
international situation. We are happy to see that con-
struction in all the socialist countries is gathering speed
and their material strength greatly enhanced. The So-
viet Union, particularly, has scored brilliant achievements
in carrying out its enormous Seven-Year Plan. The
Soviet success in successive launchings of man-made
earth satellites and cosmic rockets marks the fact that in
the most important fields of science and technology, the
Soviet Union has left the United States far behind. The
balance of world forces has undergone a further, huge
change favourable to peace and socialism thereby greatly
fortifying the will to struggle, and confidence in victory,
of the people throughout the world.

The unswerving struggle carried out by the powerful
world forces of peace has caused repeated setbacks to
the U.S. imperialists’ “position of strength” and “brink
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of war” policies. Not only is the United States becom-
ing increasingly isolated politically as the days go by,
but militarily, its forces are dispersed and it is lagging
behind in new weapons; economically, too, its situation is
becoming increasingly difficult. In these circumstances,
and particularly under pressure of the strong desire for
peace of the people everywhere, the U.S. ruling circles
were obliged to make some peace gestures. Of course it
is better to talk peace than to talk war. Nevertheless,
even the U.S. ruling circles themselves do not try to hide
the fact that the change in their way of doing things is
aimed at numbing the fighting spirit of the people of
the world by means of the “strategy to win victory
by peace,” wrecking the unity of the peace forces of the
world and disintegrating the socialist camp; they are
even dreaming of a so-called “peaceful evolution” in the
socialist countries. These wild ambitions of the U.S.
ruling circles will of course not be realized. While being
obliged to make certain peace gestures, the U.S. ruling
circles are still pushing ahead vigorously with their arms
expansion and war preparations, making a strenuous
effort to develop inter-continental ballistic missiles, set-
ting up and expanding missile bases in various places,
claiming to be ready at any time to resume nuclear
weapons tests, and actively trying to strengthen and patch
up military blocs in an attempt to gain time to improve
their inferior military position.

U.S. President Eisenhower’s State of the Union Mes-
sage recently gave the clearest indication that the new
tricks of the United States are designed to gain precisely
what it failed to obtain by its old tricks. The actions of
the United States prove fully that its imperialist nature
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will not change. American imperialism still remains the
arch enemy of world peace. All those throughout the
world who are working sincerely for peace must main-
tain their vigilance against U.S. double-dealing. If our
socialist camp and the people of all countries in the world
continue to strengthen unity, continue to fortify our
strength and thoroughly smash all the intrigues and
schemes of the enemy of peace, U.S. war plans can be
set back even further and even checked, and the cause
of defence of peace will certainly win still greater
victories.

. At the present time universal disarmament is an im-
portant question relating to the defence of world peace.
Since World War II, the Soviet Union has time and again
made positive proposals for disarmament, the banning of
atomic weapons and the ending of nuclear weapons tests.
The Soviet Union and other socialist countries have, on
their own initiative, reduced their armed forces. Not
long ago, the Soviet Union proposed general and com-
plete disarmament at the U.N. General Assembly. It later
adopted a law at the Supreme Soviet session, again
slashing its armed forces unilaterally by 1.2 million men.
These facts convincingly demonstrate the sincerity of the
Soviet Union and other socialist countries for peace and
their confidence in their own strength.

Although U.S. imperialism dare not oppose disarma-
ment in so many words, it has always in fact sabotaged
universal disarmament. Whenever certain U.S. proposals
were accepted by the Soviet Union, the United States
always concocted new pretexts for a retreat from its
original position, creating all kinds of difficulties and
preventing by every means the reaching of agreement on
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the disarmament question. U.S. actions prove that it will
not abandon its policy of the arms race. Therefore, the
struggle for universal disarmament is a long-term and
complicated struggle between us and imperialism.

The Chinese Government and the Chinese people have
always stood for universal disarmament, and actively
supported the proposals concerning disarmament made
by the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. Since
1951, the Chinese Government has on its own initiative
again and again reduced its armed forces. The present
Chinese armed forces are less than half their original size.
We shall continue to work tirelessly for universal dis-
armament together with the Soviet Union and other so-
cialist countries. We hope that the countries concerned
will reach agreement on this question of universal dis-
armament. The Chinese Government has never hesitated
to commit itself to all international obligations with
which it agrees. But U.S. imperialism, hostile to the
Chinese people, has always adopted a discriminatory at-
titude against our country in international relations.
Therefore, the Chinese Government has to declare to the
world that any international disarmament agreement-and
all other international agreements which are arrived at
without the formal participation of the Chinese People’s
Republic and the signature of its delegate cannot, of
course, have any binding force on China.

The German question has a particularly important
place among outstanding international issues. Its solu-
tion has a bearing not only on the security of Europe
but also on the peace of the world. The permanent divi-
sion of Germany and the speeded-up revival of West
German militarism are an important component part of
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the U.S. imperialist policy of war and aggression. The
recent frenzied war cries of Adenauer and the rampant
anti-semitic activities started by the West German {fascist
forces are the outcome of U.S. instigation and support.
The Governments of the Soviet Union and the German
Democratic Republic have time and again put forward
reasonable proposals for settlement of the German ques-
tion. But all these proposals have been rejected by the
United States and West Germany. In its efforts to come
to agreement with the Western powers on the conclusion
of a German peace treaty and on ending the occupation
regime in West Berlin, the Soviet Union has made many
concessions, whereas the Western powers have to date
made no appropriate response. The Chinese Govern-
ment and people will steadfastly support the basic stand
taken by the Soviet Union and the German Democratic
Republic on the solution of the German question, and the
struggle of the German people for the reunification of
their motherland on the basis of peace and democracy.

While intensifying its efforts to rearms West Germany,
U.S. imperialism is reviving Japanese militarism in the’
East, and has signed a Japan-U.S. treaty of military al-
liance with the Kishi government, its close follower. The
Chinese Government has issued a statement strongly
condemning this act of the U.S. and Japanese reaction-
aries which threatens the peace and security of Asia.
The Soviet Government, too, has sent a memorandum
to the Japanese Government, pointing out that the treaty
seriously endangers the interests of the Soviet Union,
China and many other countries in the Asian and Pacific
regions. The people of all lands, including the Japanese
people, are unanimous in their firm opposition to this
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further step of military collusion between the U.S. and
Japanese reactionaries.

The Chinese Government and people hold that West
Germany and Japan, which are supported energetically
by U.S. imperialism, have become two sources of serious
war danger. All peace-loving peoples and countries of
the world must maintain a high state of vigilance against
this, and exert every effort to prevent the militarism of
these two countries from violating world peace.

In other parts of Asia, U.S. imperialism also continues
to create international tension. The Chinese People’s
Volunteers withdrew from Korea on their own initiative
long ago, but U.S. forces are still hanging on in south
Korea and are trying hard to obstruct Korea’s peaceful
reunification. The United States, supporting the reac-
tionary forces in Laos, undermined the Geneva agree-
ments and the Vientiane agreements and provoked civil
war in Laos. At the Sino-American ambassadorial talks,
China has persistently advocated the principle of settling
disputes between China and the United States by means
of peaceful negotiation and without resort to force or
threat of force. But the United States has all along re-
fused to reach agreement with China in accordance with
this principle and up till now is occcupying our territory
of Taiwan. The U.S. navy and air force have been con-
stantly making military provocations against our country
despite our repeated warnings. Therefore, the Chinese
people and all the people of the world must unite still
more closely and resolutely smash U.S. schemes for new
wars and aggression in Asia.

The foreign policy of our socialist countries has always
firmly adhered to the principle of peaceful coexistence
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among countries with different social systems. We so-
cialist countries will never encroach upon others, but
neither will we tolerate encroachment by others. Lenin
said that to achieve peaceful coexistence, no obstacle
would come from the Soviet side. Obstacles could come
only from imperialism, from the side of American (as
well as any other) capitalists. We will continue to adhere
to Lenin’s principle of peaceful coexistence. Our efforts
to carry out this principle have won the support of in-
creasing numbers of people. But if the imperialist reac-
tionaries mistake this for a sign of weakness and dare to
impose war on us, then they will only be inviting their
own destruction.

The Chinese people have always sympathized with and
supported the national and democratic movements of the
peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America and striven
for long-term, friendly relations with the nationalist
countries in Asia and Africa on the basis of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence jointly initiated by
our country with India and Burma. To realize their
ulterior aims, the imperialists have tried by every means
to undermine our country’s unity with these countries.
One of their chief tricks to undermine this unity is to use
the border issue and the overseas Chinese issue, which
are legacies of history, to sow discord and cook up anti-
Chinese plots in a vain attempt to isolate China. The
reactionary forces in certain Asian countries also make
use of these issues to try to undermine the friendship be-
tween the people of their countries and the Chinese pec-
ple. They attempt to use the anti-Chinese campaign to
divert the attention of the people of their countries from
domestic issues and to create pretexts for suppressing the
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democratic, progressive forces in their own countries. In
our relations with certain Asian nationalist countries,
there once appeared small patches of dark cloud, but the
sun cannot be overshadowed for long and friendship be-
tween our people and the people of these countries will
certainly be maintained and developed.

Recently the Indonesian Government and our Govern-
ment have exchanged the instruments of ratification of
the treaty concerning the question of dual nationality,
set up a joint committee to implement the treaty and
started talks on questions relating to the return of over-
seas Chinese to their homeland. A certain period of time
is needed for an overall settlement of the overseas Chi-
nese question and there may still be some twists and
turns. But, if both sides treasure their friendship, per-
sist in peaceful consultations and seriously carry out the
agreements already reached, the overseas Chinese ques-
tion can be solved justly and reasonably.

China and Burma have always had friendly relations.
Recently, the Prime Minister of Burma Ne Win visited
our country and signed with the Chinese Premier the
Sino-Burmese Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-
Aggression and an agreement between the two Govern-
ments on the boundary question. This not only signifies
that friendly relations of the two countries have entered
a new stage, but also sets a new example for friendship
and solidarity among the Afro-Asian countries. The Sino-
Burmese border question is a complicated one left over
by history. The imperialist reactionaries used this ques-
tion to sow dissension and cause division. But both Chi-~
nese and Burmese Governments sincerely desire peace
and friendship, so the two parties were able to reach
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agreement in principle speedily and pave the way for
an overall, thorough settlement of this question. The
Sino-Burmese Treaty of Friendship and Mutual Non-
Aggression offers striking proof that the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence have certainly not ‘“outlived
themselves” or “become defunct” as certain reactionary
elements and instigators of war allege, but, on the con-
trary, are showing their great vitality with increasing
clarity. These facts thoroughly give the lie to the slan-
ders of the imperialists and all reactionaries about China’s
“aggression.” They amply prove that China’s sincerity
in abiding by the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
can stand the test of time and history. Those who
attempt to isolate China have failed to do so. On the
contrary, they have isolated themselves.

Strengthening the unity of the countries of the socialist
camp is a matter of the utmost importance. Our unity
is built on the ideological basis of Marxism-Leninism, on
the basis of proletarian internationalism. The Moscow
meetings of the Communist and Workers’ Parties of the
socialist countries held in 1957 ushered in a new historic
period in our unity. The Declaration ‘adopted at this
meeting is the charter of solidarity of our socialist camp.
The imperialists, the modern revisionists and the reac-
tionaries in all countries are always dreaming that
changes in their favour will occur within our countries
and splits will occur in the unity between our countries.
The greater the difficulties they come up against, the
more they hope to save themselves from their doom by
sabotage within our countries and by undermining the
unity between our countries. However, in face of our
great unity, their futile calculations can never be realized.
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The Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese people
have always taken the safeguarding of the unity of the
socialist camp headed by the Soviet Union as their sacred
international duty. They have always regarded an attack
against any socialist country by the imperialists and all
reactionaries as an attack against China. They have
always considered that the modern revisionists of Yugo-
slavia are renegades to the communist movement, that
revisionism is the main danger to the communist move-
ment at the present time and that it is necessary to wage
a resolute struggle against revisionism. This stand of
ours is firm and unshakable. Working for the cause of
peace and socialism, we socialist countries will certainly
extend further support and help to each other. As long
as the socialist camp is united, the unity of the peoples
of the world has a firm nucleus and the victory of our
cause has a reliable guarantee,

The present situation is extremely favourable to us.
Let us hold aloft the banner of peace, the banner of so-
cialism and communism and march victoriously towards
our great goal!



