Advanced Exercises
in Criticism

F. E. S. FINN, Ba



1 o6
£7of R691027

Advanced Exercises

in Criticism

F. E. 5. FINN,; B.A.

Senior English Master at
Exmouth Grammar School

JOHN MURRAY
Fifty Albemarle Street London

>r~/



© F. E. S. Finn 1960

Printed in Great Britain by
Cox & Wyman Ltd, London, Fakenham and Reading
and published by John Murray (Publishers) Ltd.



ADVANCED EXERCISES IN CRITICISM



By F. E. S. Finn, B.A.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXERCISES
MODERN ADVENTURE (an anthology)

By F. E. S. Finn, B.A. and F. E. Oxtoby, M.A.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEST PAPERS

ALTERNATIVE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEST PAPERS
INTRODUCTORY TEST PAPERS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEST PAPERS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE
JUNIOR TEST PAPERS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE

BTy 309
L
R)MH, 2R S

-

t
i
e




INTRODUCTION

These exercises are designed to meet the needs of candidates at ‘A’ level who
take a paper or questions involving interpretation and comprehension. Ques-
tions to meet the requirements of most of the examining boards have been
included, and there is sufficient material to last a two-year course and to provide
some assistance with scholarship work. .

In the verse section the first twenty-three questions involve comparison and
contrast of poems with related themes: experience suggests that with beginners
this is a most fruitful approach. In the later questions, which contain single
poems, it will be found that there is still a link between the passages chosen. For
example, questions 24 to 28 involve an appreciation of metre and rhythm;
questions 27 to 29 have related themes; and questions 31 and 32 are closely con-
nected in their ideas. The principle of comparison is continued into the next
section, where prose and verse are involved.

The questions requiring the translation of passages of early modern English
are preceded by question $8, which contains relevant extracts from various
authors on the art of translation.

In the prose section, questions 69 to 86 contain passages of criticism of the arts,
including poetry and drama. It is hoped that these extracts will provide ideas
for the later questions which include passages from varied sources and periods.
The last six questions (115 to 120) involve comparison of extracts from essays,
diaries and novels.

At least half of the questions contain modern copyright material, but in the
verse section care has been taken not to include poems too difficult or obscure
for ‘A’ level candidates.

The exercises invalve ‘appreciation” primarily, rather than ‘comprehension’,
although ‘comprehension” questions are included. Above all, the passages have
been selected to stimulate thought and discussion. Whenever possible complete
poems have been used rather than extracts; where extracts have been found
necessary, completeness of thought has been aimed at. This should allow the
approach approved by many teachers, namely the consideration of theme, sub-
ject matter, style, mood and intention separately before a complete appreciation
is attempted. !

Two indexes have been provided for the convenience of teachers: an alpha-
betical index of authors with quéstion numbers, and an index of authors and
dates in question order. These may be extracted from the book before use if
desired.

F.E:S.F.

July 1960
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VERSE

(Questions 1 to 54)

oo | oo

I0

IS

A
A Hard Frost

A frost came in the night and stole my world
And left this changeling for it—a precocious
Image of spring, too brilliant to be true:

White lilac on the windowpane, each glass-blade
Furred like a catkin, maydrift loading the hedge.
The elms behind the house are elms no longer
But blossomers in crystal, stems of the mist
That hangs yet in the valley below, amorphous
As the blind tissue whence creation formed.

The sun looks out, and the fields blaze with diamonds.
Mockery spring, to lend this bridal gear

For a few hours to a raw country maid,

Then leave her all disconsolate with old fairings

Of aconite and snowdrop! No, not here

Amid this flounce and filigree of death

Is the real transformation scene in progress

But deep below where frost

Worrying the stiff clods unclenches their

Grip on the seed and lets our future breathe.

B

Hard Frost

Frost called to the water ‘Halt!’

And crusted the moist snow with sparkling salt;
Brooks, their own bridges, stop,

And icicles in long stalactites drop,

And tench in water holes

Lurk under gluey glass like fish in bowls.

I



In the hard-rutted lane
At every footstep breaks a brittle pane,
And tinkling trees ice-bound,
10 Changed into weeping willows, sweep the ground;
Dead boughs take root in ponds
And ferns on windows shoot their ghostly fronds.

But vainly the fierce frost
Interns poor fish, ranks trees in an armed host,
15 Hangs daggers from house-eaves
And on the windows ferny ambush weaves;
In the long war grown warmer
The sun will strike him dead and strip his armour.

1 Summarize the thought of each of the poems.

2 Compare and contrast them, paying special attention to the
imagery and metre.

3 For special comment.
(a) Poem A: put into your own words the passage ‘No,
not here . . . our future breathe’ (Il. 14-19).
(b) Poem B: explain (i) ‘Brooks, their own bridges, stop’,
(L. 3); (if) ‘At every footstep breaks a brittle pane,’
(L 8).

e D oo

A

Song: The Sky-Lark

Go, tuneful bird, that-glad’st the skies,
To Daphne’s window speed thy way;

And there on quiv’ring pinions rise,
And there thy vocal art display.

s And if she deign thy notes to hear,
And if she praise thy matin song,
Tell her, the sounds that soothe her ear,
To Damon’s native plains belong.

Tell her, in livelier plumes array’d,
10 The bird from Indian groves may shine;
But ask the lovely partial maid
What are his notes compared to thine

2
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Then bid her treat yon witless beau
And all his flaunting race with scorn;
15 And lend an ear to Damon’s woe,
Who sings her praise, and sings forlorn.

B

The Ecstatic

Lark, skylark, spilling your rubbed and round
Pebbles of sound in air’s still lake,

Whose widening circles fill the noon; yet none
Is known so small beside the sun:

Be strong your fervent soaring, your skyward air !
Tremble there, a nerve of song!

Float up there where voice and wing are one,

A singing star, a note of light!

Buoyed, embayed in heaven’s noon-wide reaches——
For soon light’s tide will turn—oh stay!

Cease not till day streams to the west, then down
That estuary drop down to peace.

C

The Skylark

Bird of the wilderness,
Blithesome and cumberless,
Sweet be thy matin o’er moorland and lea!
Emblem of happiness,
5 Blest is thy dwelling-place—
Oh, to abide in the desert with thee!

Wild is thy lay and loud,
Far in the downy cloud.
Love gives it energy, love gave it birth.
10 Where, on thy dewy wing,
Where art thou journeying
Thy lay is in heaven, thy love is on earth.

3



O’er fell and fountain sheen,
O’er moor and mountain green,
15 Oer the red streamer that heralds the day,
Over the cloudlet dim
Over the rainbow’s rim,
Musical cherub, soar singing, away !

Then, when the gloaming comes,
20 Low in the heather blooms
Sweet will thy welcome and bed of love be!
Emblem of happiness,
Blest is thy dwelling-place—
O, to abide in the desert with thee!

1 Compare and contrast the poems, paying special attention to
theme and treatment of theme, imagery and diction.
2 For special comment.
(a) Poem B: the imagery of stanza 3.
(b) Poem B: the meaning of Il. 1-3.
(c) Poem C: the metre.

A

When Nature Plays

When nature plays hedge-schoolmaster,
Shakes out the gaudy map of summer
And shows me charabanc, rose, barley-ear,

And every bright-winged hummer,

s He only would require of me
To be the sponge of natural laws
And learn no more of that cosmography
Than passes through the pores.

Why must I then unleash my brain
10  To sweat after some revelation
Behind the rose, heedless if truth maintain
On the rose-bloom her station :
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