ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

THE NEAR EAST AND MESOAMERICA
Lamberg-Karlovsky and Sabloff

-

S ;ﬁg@m\.«.ﬁ,&ﬂ =
= g i,
T

LRIRED

s A
<
J

o




Anicierit
Civilizations
THE NEAR EAST

AND MESOAMERICA

C. C. Lamberg-Karlovsky
Harvard Universi
Jeremy A Sabloff

University of New Mexico

& 24,
‘L"'M\“(‘: -
THE BENJAMIN/CUMMINGS PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC.

Menlo Park, California « Reading, Massachusetts
London « Amsterdam « Don Mills, Ontario « Sydney



Sponsoring editor: Larry J. Wilson
Production editor: Margaret Moore
Developmental editor: Jean Stein
Book designer: Pat Dunbar

Cover designer: John Edeen

Artist:  Georg Klatt

Cover photographs: Top: Persepolis, capital of the Persian Empire. Bottom: view
of the Temple of the Warriors at the site of Chichén Itzd, Yucatin, Mexico.

Hlustrations on pages 1, 43, and 119 are reproduced from Handbuch der
Vorgeschichte, C. H. Beck Verlag; courtesy of H. Muller-Karpe.

Copyright © 1979 by The Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company, Inc. Philippines
copyright 1979 by The Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher. Printed in
the United States of America. Published simultaneously in Canada.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Lamberg-Karlovsky, C c 1937—
Ancient civilizations.

Bibliography: p.
Includes index.
1. Culture. - 2. Social evolution. 3. Near

. East--Civilization. 4. Central America--

Civilization. 1. Sabloff, Jeremy A., joint

author. II. Title.

GN357.L35 930'.1 78-72309
ISBN 0-8053-5672-X

abcdefghij- HA-782109
THE BENJAMIN/CUMMINGS PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC.

2727 Sand Hill Road
Menlo Park, California 94025



1 THE HISTORY
OF HISTORY 1

2 AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITIES:

THE NEAR EASTERN
EVIDENCE 43

Cconiterits

A Résumé of Historical Views 2
Ancient Views of the Past 3
Classical Historical Views 5
Saint Augustine’s Linear Design of History 9
The Rise of Scientific Views 12
Vico’s Spiral Theory 12
Vico’s Successors 14
Nineteenth-Century Views of Progress 17
Twentieth-Century Outlooks 20
Spengler’s Intuitive Approach 21
Kroeber's “Pure Systems” 22
Toynbee’s Environmental Determinism 25
The Archaeological Evidence 28
Recent Archaeological Contributions 28
Childe’s Contribution to Theory 30
Recent Anthropological Perspectives 33
Steward’s Environmental Explanation 35
White’s View: Culture As a System 37
A Look Ahead 39
Notes 41

The Neolithic Revolution 44
Causes of the Neolithic Revolution 46
Old and New World Contrasts 46
Theories of Food Production 47
The Neolithic “Revolution”: An Overview 50



CONTENTS

The Era of Incipient Cultivation 52
The Natufian Culture 54
The Karim Shahir Assemblage 55
Incipient Cultivation: Some Characteristics 55
Early Settlement Patterns 56
‘Borderline” Villages 57
Incipient Cultivation: Some Conclusions 60

Evidence of Sedentary Food Production 61

The Mountain Village of Jarmo 671
Settlement Profile and Cultural Achievements
Evidence of Food Production 67

The Oasis Village of Jericho 68
Jericho and the Oasis Debate 69
Jericho in the PPNA 71
Jericho in the PPNB 74

Catal Huytlik and the Anatolian Neolithic 78
A Profile of Catal Hiyiik 79

The Spread of the Neolithic 90

The Mesopotamian Lowlands 971

The Umm Dabaghiyah Culture 92

The Hassuna Culture 95

The Samarra Culture 98

The Halaf Culture 101
The Halaf Economy 102
Halaf Social Organization 104

The Ubaid Culture 707
The Search for Origins 107
Development of the Culture 108
Settlement Patterns 109
Trade and Cultural Contacts — 111
The Meaning of the Ubaid 112

Summary 114
Notes 716

62



3 THE RISE OF
CIVILIZATION:
EGYPT, SUMER,

THE INDUS 119

CONTENTS

The Ecological Basis: Contrasts and Consistencies 120
The Mesopotamian Lowlands 127
Egypt’s Floodplains 123
The Varied Topography of the Indus 124
The Egyptian Civilization 126
Early Settlements and the Predynastic Period 7126
Explanations for the Rise of Egyptian Civilization — 728
Evolution of the Pharaonic State 132
The Egyptian State 137
The Sumerian Civilization 740
The Formative Period 140
Explaining the Urban Revolution 142
The Uruk City-State: A Profile 145
The Protoliterate Period — 751
Sumer and the Proto-Elamite Culture 153
Sumerian-Egyptian Relations 157
The Mesopotamian Center 158
The Dynastic Tradition 159
The Chronology from Historical Texts 159
The Archaeological Evidence 167
Temple and Palace 172
Sumer: An Overview 177
The Sumerian Market Network 778
The Indus Civilization 789
Indus Settlement Patterns 192
Trade and International Contact 197
Social Structure and Cultural Achievements 202
Summary 207
Environment and Subsistence 207
Population 208
Trade 209
Social Organization 210
Technology 210
Notes 212



4 ANCIENT
MESOAMERICAN
CIVILIZATION 213

CONTENTS

Geography and Climate 274
The Rise of Agriculture 216
The Tehuacan Valley 218
The Tehuacdn Cultural Sequence 220

Agriculture and Sedentism: An Overview 224

The Domestication of Maize 226
Population Pressure and Plant Domestication
Other Regions, Other Crops 229

228

The Consequences of Food Production: An Overview

The Cultures of Ancient Mesoamerica 235
The Olmecs 236
The First Mesoamerican Civilization 244
Explaining the Olmec Civilization 247
The Maya 257
The Rise of Classic Maya Civilization — 260
Cultural Achievements 263

The Collapse of Classic Maya Civilization — 269

After the Collapse 278
Teotihuacin 284
Rise of the Urban State 284
Teotibuacdn’s Fall ~ 294
The Toltecs 295
The Rise of Tula and the Toltecs ~ 296
The Toltecs in Perspective 303
The Aztecs 304
The Rise of the Aztecs 304
Tenochtitldn: The Great City of Mexico 306
The Aztec Social System 309
Tribute and Trade 312
The Spanish Conquest 313
Summary 314
Notes 320

234



5 GENERAL
CONSIDERATIONS
AND FUTURE

DIRECTIONS 321

CONTENTS

Old World—New World Comparisons 323
How Civilizations Evolve 329

The Systems Framework 330

Applying the Systems Approach 332
Notes 335

Selected References 336
Index 346




1. The History
of History

A RESUME OF HISTORICAL VIEWS
Ancient Views of the Past
Classical Historical Views
St. Augustine’s Linear Design of History
The Rise of Scientific Views
Twentieth-Century Outlooks
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE
Recent Archaeological Contributions
Childe’s Contribution to Theory
RECENT ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES
Steward's Environmental Explanation
White’s View: Culture as a System
A Look Abead




A Résumé of
Historical Views

CHAPTER 1: THE HISTORY OF HISTORY

The archaeological data and interpretation that form the bulk of
this book clearly do not exist in a vacuum. They have an
intellectual background that provides a useful context for the
student who wishes to understand the development of ancient
civilizations. That intellectual background is the subject of this
chapter. Here we hope to provide a brief “history of history” by
looking at the various stages of developing consciousness that
have taken place in people’s conceptualizations of past cultures
and civilizations.

In the first half of this chapter, we look at some of the most
important trends in past ways people have viewed history—in
Mesopotamia, in ancient Greece, and in Europe both in
Medieval times and in the Age of Enlightenment. We will,
moreover, be examining more recent perspectives. The
remainder of the chapter looks broadly at archaeological
discoveries and the modern discipline of anthropology and,
more specifically, at the ways these two influences have
transformed our view of ancient civilizations.

Our knowledge of the cultures of antiquity is relatively recent, for
historical records had been long lost even before the beginning
of the European Middle Ages. Beyond a few antiquarian and
Biblical references, the prehistory and history of the ancient
Near East and other early centers have had to be painstakingly
reconstructed almost exclusively through archaeological
fieldwork. Within the past century and a half, intensive programs
of archaeological exploration and excavation have led to many
rediscoveries—among them the Sumerian civilization in 1899 and
the Minoan, Harappan, Shang, and Olmec civilizations of the
Aegean, India, China, and Mexico within only the past fifty years.
These rediscoveries of past civilizations have greatly expanded
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our appreciation of human diversity through the ages. Recognition
of this diversity is part of our present-day outlook; it was not a
perspective of antiquity.

ANCIENT VIEWS OF THE PAST

The best place to begin an examination of past views of history is
in the ancient Near East, an area bordered by the Caucasus on
the north, Egypt on the south, the Aegean Sea on the west, and
the highlands of eastern Iran on the east. Within this area was
the “Mesopotamia” referred to by Greek writers, and it was here,
by the sixth millennium B.c. if not earlier, that the first urban
cultures took form. The cultures which inhabited Mesopotamia,
the lands between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers of present-day
Iraq, are called Sumerian, the earliest literate civilization of
Mesopotamia, which was chronologically followed by the
Akkadian, Babylonian, and Assyrian. Of the Sumerians we will
have more to say in Chapter 3.

Some of our most valuable information about the historical
outlook of these ancient civilizations comes from deciphered
writings from Egypt and Mesopotamia. Although only a small
proportion of texts has yet been translated, those documents
have allowed us a glimpse of ancient attitudes, myths, legends, and
everyday life that would be impossible without the thousands of
tablets that archaeologists have recovered.

In dealing with texts from the remote past, the modern reader
meets with conceptual barriers which become a constant source of
misunderstanding and misinterpretation. Just as the physical
plan, the social structure, the economic foundations—and almost
every other aspect of a civilization—have varied from one
culture to another over time, so has the way people think.

This is especially true of perceptions of history. The historical
consciousness as we know it is a recent development. Only in the
past few hundred years have the study and placement of
historical processes in their “proper” sequence and perspective
been a concern of history and science. Even now our
understanding of the historical process continues to change from
one generation to the next. Each period of time appears to have
derived its own valid “truth” in reference to its own social
framework.
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That is why modern historians, as they try to outline the ancient
Mesopotamian’s attitude toward the past, are tempted to use
concepts, attitudes, and categories that would have been alien to
the Mesopotamian. In the thousands of written inscriptions
relating to economic, political, legal, literary, and daily affairs
discovered in the archaeological remains of third-millennium
Sumer, for instance, the word for history is wholly absent. This
absence does not indicate a lack of interest in the past, for
numerous inscribed clay tablets suggest the contrary to be true.
Instead it signifies a completely different world view—including
a different approach to history.

A basic principle of both Mesopotamian and Egyptian thought
was the virtually total lack of distinction between heaven and earth.
To the Mesopotamian and the Egyptian, every mundane matter
depended on divine action—from appointments of kings and
victories at war to the birth of infants. The questions of why or
how past events occurred seemingly never troubled the
Mesopotamian or the Egyptian, because everything—including
cultural change—was controlled by celestial powers! This
conception explains one aspect of the ancient Near Eastern idea
of history—the complete absence of reference to causes of the
kind we require today in understanding historical processes.
The search for a cause could hardly go beyond that of divine
causation.

Related to divine causation is the belief in divination, the ability
to predict the future. Divinations became a highly developed
practice in the ancient Near East (and in early Mesoamerican
civilizations as well); indeed, they are responsible for most of
the historical records we now have.

In Egypt and Mesopotamia, scribes recorded both events and
the omens that attended these events. Records of omens
appearing before major events were carefully compiled for future
reference in predicting the will of the gods. In this way, the
compilation of events and omens served a real and practical
purpose to the ancient “historian.”

Because of the function they served, these very ancient
records are just that—descriptions of events. The personal beliefs
and theological or philosophical insights of the scribes who
kept the records are conspicuously absent in cuneiform
literature. In this respect, the “historical” perception of the
ancient Near East is vastly different from that of the Classical world
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of the Greeks and from later Judeo-Christian traditions. The
newer outlooks, and the “truths” which they inspired, are as
different from Mesopotamian or Egyptian traditions as the social
institutions which fostered them.

CLASSICAL HISTORICAL VIEWS

According to Hecataeus of Miletus (ca. 550 B.c.), the first Greek
historian of whom we have any knowledge, the ideal in Greek
historical writing was the eyewitness account. The historian’s
function was to act as a judge, making careful notes from
eyewitnesses and evaluating testimony. Impartial reconstruction of
past events was recorded as the history of the immediate past.

While Greek historical writing is like that of ancient
Mesopotamia in that both provide accurate descriptions, there
are some very basic differences. For one, the Greek historian was
concerned with historiography—the methods and principles
that govern the writing of history* A concern for historical
methodology was part of the classical tradition but was unknown
to ancient oriental civilizations. Of course, the limitations of
classical historiography are all too apparent to us now. The time
constraints of dealing only with events within the memory of
living witnesses may seem unduly restrictive to modern
historians accustomed to relying on archaeological or archival data
and excavations. But these sources of evidence were not to
become a concern for another two thousand years, and the point
remains that the classical historians were the first to derive a
methodology for studying the past.

The Greek historians were also the first to concern
themselves with a theoretical framework for understanding the
past. They no longer perceived history as wholly directed by
divine ordination. Rather, they looked for other causes and effects.
The classical historians were concerned with questions of
historical directionality and cause, the cumulative effects of the
growth of civilizations, the purposive growth of civilizations, and
the irreversible aspects of history.

*A formal description of this historical method is first provided by
Polybius. His treatment of the Roman conquests became the model for
classical historiography.
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Plate 1.1 Aristotle.

An overriding theme among classical historians was the belief
in the cyclicality of bistory: the view that history repeats itself in a
series of events that recur regularly and usually lead back to the
starting point. It might be noted in passing that some ancient
Mesopotamian peoples also had a cyclical view of the past, but
this view regarded divine direction as the only moving force. To
Aristotle and Plato, the cyclical course of history provided a
model of change as well as development in both immediate and
remote times.

The Greek historians’ view of the cyclical nature of cultural
growth continues to have a remarkable impact even today. Take
the twentieth-century comment of Oswald Spengler that each
civilization “passes through the age phases of the individual
man. It has a childhood, youth, manhood, and old age.”! In this
remark we can find a direct analogy in the writings of Heraclitus,
Aristotle, Plato, Polybius, Lucretius, and Seneca.

One important element of the tradition of cyclicality was the
classical world’s concern for a developmental perspective which
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emphasized origins. Thus Aristotle, when investigating the nature
of the state in his Politics, noted that: “He who considers things
in their first growth and origin, whether the state or anything else,
will obtain the clearest view.”2

The concern for origins led to inquiries into the nature of
knowledge in many other disciplines, including science, ethics,
politics, and art, and the answers helped to provide the Greeks
with a framework for viewing history. Attempts to answer the
question “What sort of being must being be when being
becomes?” led Plato to outline social evolution from prestate
conditions and primitive states to the rise of civilization in both
The Laws and The Republic.

The Greek historian’s concern with cyclical development
formed the basis for another element of the classical
perspective: the idea that future events could be predicted
through an understanding of the past. This notion can be seen in
the historical treatises of Thucydides (471—400 B.c.), who shares
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Plate 1.3 Frontispiece from a London 1629 edition of Thucydides,
History of the Peloponnesian Wars. (Courtesy of Houghton Library,
Harvard University.)

the mantle, “Father of History,” with Herodotus (490—409 B.C.).
Thucydides found a repeating pattern in history: a rise of
civilizations that was inevitably followed by a fall —the result of
increasing pride and arrogance. Power led to wealth; wealth led to
indulgence and pride; and these in turn led the civilization to
believe itself exempt from the laws of human behavior. The result
was the civilization’s downfall. A clear illustration of this pattern
was the rise and fall of the Persian Empire, described in
Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War. By the same
process, Thucydides predicted, Athens was doomed to a similar
fate.

In their recording and interpretation of past events, the
classical historians laid some foundations for Western social
thought that are still very much with us today. Evidence for this
can be seen throughout classical writing in an overriding con-
cern for understanding the origin of things; a belief that
developmental processes followed definite patterns and a
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concern for isolating the causes that underlie those patterns; a
belief that all things within nature are set to specific purposes;
and an emphasis placed on methodology to provide guidelines
for scientific inquiry.

While much of our own historical tradition has roots in early
classical views, the dominant Western perspectives have
undergone many changes in the interim. The first major shift
accompanied the rise of the Judeo-Christian tradition.

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S LINEAR DESIGN OF HISTORY

While the Greeks perceived the pattern of history as cyclical, there
existed another, quite distinct, contemporaneous view. The
biblical tradition of the Old Testament saw history as linear, the
work of divine providence guiding events toward the fulfillment
of a final purpose. The fusion of these two contrasting views added
an important new perspective to Western historiography. This
fusion is best illustrated in the writings of St. Augustine (aD.
354—-430), whose historical perspective has influenced Western
civilization for well over fifteen hundred years.

In the fifth century, non-Christians blamed the fall and sack of
Rome in 410 on the turning away from their pagan gods. In his
monumental study, 7he City of God (written between ap. 413 and
426), St. Augustine set out in ten volumes to show that there was
a different cause. The fall of Rome was part of the purposive
design of history leading to the establishment of a new Christian
civilization.

In his book, St. Augustine introduced two basic ideas. The first
was that history follows a linear path. Unlike the cyclical
conception of classical historians, Augustine’s linear view of
history was universal, encompassing all civilizations and moving
in a definite direction and by a definite design, all imposed by
God’s will. “He made in time not from a new and sudden
resolution, but by His unchangeable and eternal design.”?
Within Augustinian tradition, history was “going somewhere”: it
was an irreversible process moving along a predetermined
course. (The revelation of this divine plan was to become a
primary concern of scholars through the age of the
Renaissance.)

A second important element of St. Augustine’s conception was
that progress over earlier times was inevitable. The notion of



