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Foreword

The Henry Ford Hospital Symposia, of which this symposium is the
tenth, are the fruits of the special type of medical organization peculiar to
this hospital. This symposium on blood platelets was suggested and
sponsored by members of the clinical staff and its Executive Director,
Dr. Robin C. Buerki, and was held on March 17, 18, and 19, 1960. This
volume consists of the manuscripts submitted by the participants, without
editorial influence, and the discussions following the separate sessions.
In most cases the major portions of the discussion were sent to the dis-
cussants for editing, but in certain instances the editors abridged, con-
densed and emphasized the discussion.

The National Research Council has held three previous conferences
on platelets, in 1953, 1955, and 1959 in Washington, and deserves much
credit for the great interest in this subject both in the United States and
abroad. In planning the symposium program, the role that this volume
would play in medical literature was considered most important, for this
is the only book in the English language on this subject and Bernard
Maupin’s Les Plaquettes Sanguines de PHomme was published in 1954.
. It is hoped then that this volume will serve as a textbook on this subject
for several years to come.

Certain topics are included not because so much recent work has been
carried out in these areas or because platelets play a major role in them, but
rather because the hemostatic mechanisms, either physiological or patho-
logical, in which platelets may play a secondary role could with great
value be defined. These topics were in every case more successful than
the committee had dared to hope. ’

The Advisory Program Committee members, whose names appear on
a previous page, devoted much time and thought to the design of the
program and the selection of speakers. It is a pleasure to acknowledge
their splendid services and to express the mutual satisfaction of the Ad-
visory and Local Committees with the high scientific standards attained
by the participants, who, in the end, created the symposium themselves.

Over four hundred guests from nine countries attended the symposium
and fifty-six investigators participated. The symposium and consequently
this volume were designed for the research worker in accord with the
policy laid down by the Henry Ford Hospital. It is impossible to pay

Xv




xvi Foreword

just tribute to everyone in this institution who contributed to the sympo-
sium, for it was a joint effort. Only by the exciting co-operation of the
whole Henry Ford Hospital staff with its high morale could these three
days of stimulating, academic thought and of elegant hospitality be
achieved. oo
SHIRLEY A. Jouxson, Pu.D.
Chairman
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