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PREFACE

The first quarter of the present century has seen in this
country a remarkable growth in public secondary educa-
tion. One of the significant phases of this growth has been
the development of secondary schools in small villages and
in the open country. At the present time practically all
social, economic, and intellectual levels with a great di-
versity of educational needs are represented in the pupil
population of the public secondary school. During the
same period of time, but more slowly, a body of theory as
to the nature and purposes of secondary education in a
democracy has been evolving. That every normal ado-
lescent boy or girl should find in the secondary school edu-
cational opportunities suited to his ecapacities, interests,
and purposes may be said to have become a generally ac-
cepted principle, in theory. In practice, the principle is
as yet but imperfectly realized, particularly in the small
high school furnishing the educational opportunities for
the youth of rural and village communities.

The purpose of this book is to present from both the
psychological and the sociological aspects—in so far as
possible at the present stage of their development—the
guiding principles of secondary education in a democracy,
to indicate their bearing upon the work of the small sec-
ondary school, and to consider with reference to these
principles some of the major problems of the secondary
school in small communities. Throughout, the author has
attempted to interpret the activities of the small secondary
school in terms of the pupil and the demands of life in a
democratic form of society.

In developing the theme, the adaptation of secondary
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education to the conditions and needs of rural and village
communities, the author has organized his materials under
five main heads: Part I gives a brief historical survey of
secondary education in this country, suggests a point of
view, and presents statistical material to show the present
status of secondary education in rural and village com-
munities. Part IT is devoted to a discussion of the aims,
objectives, materials, and means in secondary education
and the problems of the application of the principles in-
volved to the determination of aims and objectives and
to the content and organization of curriculums in the small
secondary school. In Parts IIT and IV, respectively, are
considered the problems of general organization and the
internal organization of the secondary school with reference
to adaptation to the conditions found in the small com-
munity. Part V is given over to the discussion of such
broad problems and aspects of secondary education in the
small community as problems of administration, supervi-
sion of instruction, and the growth of teachers in service,
codperation between school and community, the school and
the adult, and a concluding chapter on life activities and
needs in rural and village communities and their educa-
tional implications.

The author wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to
many writers on secondary education, to many principals
and teachers in small high schools throughout the country,
with whom he has discussed the problems of the small high
school, and to the members of his classes in Rural Secondary
Education in Cornell University for their helpful eriticisms
and suggestions. Special acknowledgment is gratefully
made to Dr. George A. Works for helpful, stimulating criti-
cisms throughout the preparation of the book and to Drs.
T. E. Eaton and J. E. Butterworth of Cornell and Dr.
L. M. Lathrop of the University of Minnesota for their
critical reading of certain parts of the manuseript.
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Acknowledgment is also due the School Review for per-
mission to use in modified form the author’s article, ‘‘Cur-
riculum Building in the Rural High School,”” which ap-
peared in April 1923, and for the use of other materials
appearing in that Journal. .
E.N. F.
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