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Welcome to the 4th Edition!

This fourth edition of Introduction to Teaching: Becoming a Proféssional continues to in-
troduce beginning education students to the real world of teachers, students, classrooms,
and schools through integrated cases. This case-based approach maximizes student under-
standing of new concepts by providing concrete frames of reference throughout each
chapter. As in the first three editions, this text continues to highlight the importance of
diversity and adapting teaching to meet the needs of diverse students. This fourth edition
also emphasizes the challenges and rewards of teaching in urban settings. This emphasis on
understanding the realities of today’s students, teachers, classrooms, and schools helps
readers answer two fundamental questions:

e Do I want to become a teacher?

e What kind of teacher do I want to become?

A Case-Based Approach
TR

The book introduces readers to the real world of teaching through the use of case studies
woven throughout the book. These compelling classroom snapshots help the reader un-
derstand new educational concepts by connecting them to the real world of classrooms
and schools. Each chapter begins with a case that provides the framework for the discus-
sion that follows. Cases and vignettes are integrated throughout every chapter to provide
concrete frames of reference for educational concepts.

New to This Edition!
T

To help students make critical, personal decisions about becoming professional educators,
the fourth edition actively involves students in the decision-making process, helping them
to develop their professional teaching identities. With strong coverage of diversity and other
hot topics and issues in education today, the fourth edition introduces the following:

* Chapter 5, Student Diversity: Development, Ability, and
Exceptionalities—This new chapter explains how developmental differences
affect teachers as well as students. It also connects developmental differences
to ability differences and exceptionalities.

» Chapter 14, Assessment, Standards, and Accountability—Students explore
a comprehensive and current overview of the issues surrounding these impor-
tant topics.

* Teaching in Urban Environments—Expanded to provide more coverage on
this important topic, this integrated discussion introduces students to the
challenges and rewards of teaching in urban settings and how effective teach-
ers adapt their teaching to meet the needs of students in urban classrooms.

* Integrated discussion of technology in every chapter—Students can now
view technology as an integrated piece of the instructional and learning
process rather than as a separate entity.

* Five new ABC News videos—Linked to MyEducationLab, a total of ten videos
allows students to explore current issues in education today such as bilingual educa-
tion, NCLB, diversity, zero tolerance policies and more! (Chapters 1-6, 9, and 10).

* Coverage of current topics—The fourth edition discusses current topics that
affect education today, including 21st century skills, merit/performance pay,
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cyber bullying, the middle school grade dilemma, urban mayoral takeovers,
technology access issues, President Obama’s plans for education, and more!

e MyEducationLab—This online resource offers ready-made assignments and
activities set in the context of real classrooms. Fully integrated within the text,
it provides opportunities for reflection and practice in an easy-to-assign for-
mat. MyEducationLab for this text includes:

e Learning Outcomes—Each topic of MyEducationLab connects intended
learning outcomes to INTASC standards.

 Building Teaching Skills and Dispositions—Students can practice and
strengthen skills that are essential to teaching. Students are first presented
with a core skill, given an opportunity to practice the skill multiple times,
and then critically analyze the skill.

* Assignments and Activities—These assignable exercises present content
in an active format and provide questions that probe student understand-
ing of a concept or strategy.

* Teacher Talk—Each chapter begins with a Teacher of the Year feature that
invites students to go to MyEducationLab to watch these exemplary teach-
ers in their classrooms as they describe their personal reasons for why they
teach and what teaching means to them.

* Book Specific Resources—These resources are unique to this book and
include:

*  Study Plan Quiz with Review, Practice and Enrichment—Includes
multiple-choice assessments tied to chapter objectives. Chapter-specific
study plans offer multiple opportunities to master course content fully.

* Exploring Diversity—An extension of the book, this feature provides
assignable questions to promote student reflection on important diver-
sity issues and their implications for today’s classrooms.

* Taking a Stand in an Era of Reform—This popular text feature in-
troduces and explores current reform issues. Through MyEducationLab
assignments, the student is encouraged to develop a personal stance on
important reform issues and consider their impact on future practice.
These reflections can be submitted as assignments or printed for use in a
professional portfolio.

* Online Portfolio Activites—Located on MyEducationLab, these
activities are connected to INTASC Standards and encourage readers
to evaluate their own professional growth. Activities include visiting
the websites of professional organizations, beginning work on their
philosophy of education, as well as connecting with local districts and
state offices of education.

Text Themes

The fourth edition highlights the following themes: Professionalism, Diversity, and De-
cision Making. You will find the themes integrated into every chapter to provide students
with a comprehensive guide to teaching in today’s classrooms.

PROFESSIONALISM

Professionalism strongly emphasizes the importance of understanding classroom contexts in
the process of becoming a professional. It also emphasizes the ability to use this knowledge
to make decisions in complex and ill-defined situations. Students explore what it means to
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be a professional teacher and apply this understanding to their own
careers through the following chapter features: *

e
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» This | Believe—Students are encouraged to assess their
personal beliefs about critical issues in education.

e Taking a Stand in an Era of Reform—Students learn
about current reform issues and determine their stance on
these important topics through assignments available on
this text’s online resource—MyEducationLab.

e Decision-Making: Defining Yourself as a
Professional—This feature allows students to decide how
to handle a situation related to chapter content and con-
sider its implications for their development as professional
educators.

» Exploring Diversity—This feature promotes student
reflection on important diversity issues and how those
issues affect classrooms, and is accompanied by MyEdu-
cationLab assignments.

* NEW! MyEducation-
Lab—Applying con-
tent to exercises and
activities on this text’s
online resource gives
students the opportu-
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DECISION MAKING

Becoming a professional requires teachers continually to examine their be-
liefs about themselves as well as their students and make decisions based
on those beliefs. The fourth edition provides students with opportunities
to construct their own personal, professional identities through interactive
activities focused on decision making. The following features, found in
every chapter, immerse students in professional
decision making:
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practice; it provides new teachers with experience thinking about and approaching the com-
plexity of the classroom; and in some cases, it can help new teachers and teacher educators
develop a shared understanding and common language about teaching. . . .” As Linda
Darling-Hammond and her colleagues point out, grounding teacher education in real
classrooms—among real teachers and students and among actual examples of students’ and
teachers’ work—is an important, and perhaps even essential, part of preparing teachers for
the complexities of teaching in today’s classrooms. For this reason, we have created a valu-
able, time-saving website—MyEducationLab—that provides you with glimpses of real
classrooms that research on teacher education tells us is so important for professional de-
velopment. The authentic in-class video footage, interactive skill-building exercises and
other resources available on MyEducationLab offer you a uniquely valuable teacher educa-
tion tool.

Instructors will find MyEducationLab easy to use and integrate into courses and
assignments. Wherever you see the MyEducationLab logo in the margins or elsewhere
in the text, follow the simple instructions to access videos, strategies, cases, and arti-
facts connected to assignments, activities, and learning units on MyEducationLab.
MyEducationLab is organized topically to enhance the coverage of core concepts dis-
cussed in the chapters of your book. For each topic on the course you will find the fol-
lowing resources:

Connection to National Standards

Now it is easier than ever to see how your coursework is connected to national standards.
In each topic of MyEducationLab you will find intended learning outcomes connected
to the appropriate national standards for your course. All of the Assignments and Activ-
ities and all of the Building Teaching Skills and Dispositions in MyEducationLab are
mapped to corresponding national standards and learning outcomes.

Assignments and Activities

Designed to save instructors preparation time, these assignable exercises show concepts
in action through video, cases, and student and teacher artifacts and then provide
thought-provoking questions that probe student understanding of these concepts or
strategies. (Feedback for these assignments is available to instructors.)

Building Teaching Skills and Dispositions

These learning units help students practice and strengthen skills that are essential to quality
teaching. Students are first presented with the core skill or concept and then given an oppor-
tunity to develop their understanding of this concept by watching video footage or interact-
ing with other media and then critically analyzing the strategy or skill in classroom contexts.

IRIS Center Resources

The IRIS Center at Vanderbilt University (http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu)—funded
by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs OSEP—
develops training enhancement materials for pre-service and in-service teachers. The
Center works with experts from across the country to create challenge-based interactive
modules, case study units, and podcasts that provide research-validated information
about working with students in inclusive settings. This text's MyEducationLab course in-
tegrates this information to enhance the content coverage in your book.

! Darling-Hammond, ., & Bransford, J., Eds.(2005). Preparing Teachers for a Changing World. San Francisco:
John Wiley & Sons
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Teacher Talk

Each chapter in the fourth edition introduces a Teacher of the Year on the first page. Stu-
dents can go to MyEducationLab to watch exceptional teachers from across the country
discussing their classrooms as well as their personal stories of why they teach. This Na-
tional Teacher of the Year Program is sponsored by the Council of Chief State School Of-
ficers (CCSSO) and focuses public attention on teaching excellence.

General Resources on Your MyEducationLab Course

The Resources section on your MyEducationLab course is designed to help your students
pass their licensure exam, put together an effective portfolio, develop lesson plans, prepare
for and navigate their first year of teaching, and understand key educational standards,
policies, and laws. This section includes:

*  Licensure Exams: Students can access guidelines for passing the Praxis exam, as
well as state-specific tests. The Practice Test Exam includes practice questions,
Case Histories, and Video Case Studies.

*  Portfolio Builder and Lesson Plan Builder: Students can create, update, and
share portfolios and lesson plans.

* Preparing a Portfolio: Students can access guidelines for creating a high-quality
teaching portfolio that will allow them to document their growth as profes-
sional educators.

»  Licensure and Standards: Links to state licensure standards and national stan-
dards provide a helpful reference resource.

*  Beginning Your Career: Students can explore valuable information, advice and
access tips on the following:

* Resume Writing and Interviewing: Expert advice on how to write effective
resumes and prepare for job interviews.

*  Your First Year of Teaching: Practical tips on how to set up a classroom, man-
age student behavior, and learn to organize for instruction and assessment.

* Law and Public Policies: Specific directives and requirements students
need to understand the No Child Left Behind Act and the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004.

* Professional Organizations: Students can explore a list of web links that take
them to 40 professional organizations for educators.

* Teaching Job Web Sites: Students can visit the state departments of education
web site for all 50 states.

Book-Specific Resources
TAKING A STAND IN AN ERA OF REFORM

Students learn about current reforms within this text feature and then go to MyEduca-
tionLab to explore different perspectives on the issue and determine their personal
stance on these important changes in education. Students receive structured hints
to help them analyze both sides of an issue to help decide how the issue will affect their
professional lives. Students receive immediate feedback once they submit their response.

EXPLORING DIVERSITY

Through this feature, students examine and consider diversity issues and their implica-
tions for today’s classrooms. Students apply these issues to their own teaching through as-
signable activities on MyEducationLab where they receive hints and feedback.



STUDY PLAN
The MyEducationLab Study Plan provides multiple choice assessments tied to chap-
ter objectives and are supported by study materials. A well-designed Study Plan offers
multiple opportunities to fully master required course content targeted by objectives
in each chapter:

* Learning Outcomes identify important learning outcomes for each chapter and
provide focus for students as they read and study.

*  Multiple Choice Assessments, tied to each chapter’s objectives, assess mastery of
content through exercises that students can take as many times as needed.
These quizzes provide overall scores for each objective and also explain why re-
sponses to particular items are correct or incorrect.

*  Study Material: Review, Practice and Enrichment resources provide students with a
deeper understanding of chapter content. After taking the Multiple Choice Assess-
ment Quiz, students receive information regarding the chapter content on which
they still need work. This review material includes text excerpts, activities with
hints and feedback, and media assets (video, simulations, and additional cases).

*  Flashcards help students study the definitions of the key terms within each chapter.

Visit www.myeducationlab.com for a demonstration of this exciting new online teaching resource.

INSTRUCTOR SUPPLEMENTS

The text has the following ancillary materials to assist instructors in their attempts to
maximize learning for all students. These instructor supplements are located on the In-
structor Resource Center at www.pearsonhighered.com.

* Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank provides concrete chapter-by-chapter in-
structional and media resources with full integration of MyEducationLab.

* PowerPoint Slides are available to download for each chapter. Presentations
include key concept summaries and other aids to help students understand,
organize, and remember core concepts and ideas.

* Pearson MyTest is a powerful assessment generation program that helps
instructors easily create and print quizzes and exams. Questions and tests are
authored online, allowing ultimate flexibility and the ability to efficiently cre-
ate and print assessments anytime, anywhere! Instructors can access Pearson
MyTest and their test bank files by going to www.pearsonmytest.com to log
in, register, or request access.

* Online Course Management. Contact your local Pearson representative to
learn how the online and instructor resources available with this book can be
customized for delivery through today’s popular learning management sys-
tems, including BlackBoard, WebCT, and more.
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