Enduring '

Issues

Phils Ohy

Gerald W. Eichhoefer




Enduring

Issues

P ﬁil()sophy



Other books in the Enduring Issues series:

Criminology
Psychology
Religion
Sociology



Enduring

Issues

Pﬁilosoph

Gerald W. Eichhoefer

David L. Bender, Publisher
Bruno Leone, Executive Editor

Bonnie Szumski, Series Editor

Gerald W. Eichhoefer, Professor of Philosophy,
William Jewell College, Book Editor

Greenhaven Press, Inc., San Diego, CA 92198-9009



No part of this book may be reproduced or used in any form or
by any means, electrical, mechanical, or otherwise, including,
but not limited to, photocopy, recording, or any information
storage and retrieval system, without prior written permission
from the publisher.

This book is dedicated to my mother, Lucille Herman, and to
Lorena, Mara, and Alethea, who have been long-suffering.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Enduring issues in philosophy : opposing viewpoints /
Gerald W. Eichhoefer, book editor.
p- cm. — (Enduring issues series)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 1-56510-252-5 (lib. bdg. : alk. paper)

ISBN 1-56510-251-7 (pbk. : alk. paper)

1. Philosophy. I. Eichhoefer, Gerald W., 1946- . II. Series.
B72.E53 1995
100—dc20 94-41045

CcIp

Copyright © 1995 by Greenhaven Press, Inc.
P.O. Box 289009, San Diego, CA 92198-9009
Printed in the U.S.A.

Every effort has been made to trace the owners of copyrighted material.



Contents

Foreword

Introduction

To the Instructor

Chapter 1: What Can We Know?

Chapter Preface
1. All Knowledge Is Gained Through Reason

René Descartes

2. All Knowledge Is Gained Through the Senses
John Locke

3. Intuition Gives Us Knowledge

Henri Bergson

4. The Scientific Method Gives Us Knowledge
W.V. Quine and ].S. Ullian

5. There Is Knowledge That Humans Cannot Know
Thomas Nagel

Chapter 2: What Is Ultimately Real?

Chapter Preface

1. Ideas Are Ultimately Real
George Berkeley

2. Matter, Including the Mind, Is Ultimately Real

James Feibleman

3. Minds Are Immaterial
John Eccles and Daniel N. Robinson

4. Particulars Are Ultimately Real
David Hume

5. Universals Are Ultimately Real
Bertrand Russell

Chapter 3: Does God Exist?
Chapter Preface

1. God Must Exist Because the World Exists
St. Thomas Aquinas

Page

12

14
16

29
38
47

60

67
69

80
94
113

123

132
135



2. God Necessarily Exists
St. Anselm

3. Evil Proves That God Cannot Be All Good
B.C. Johnson

4. Evil Is Compatible with a Good God
John Hick

5. The World Was Designed by a Higher Being
William Paley

6. God Is Not the Designer of the World
David Hume

7. Faith Proves God’s Existence to the Believer
C.S. Lewis

Chapter 4: What Is Morality?

Chapter Preface

1. Morality Is Governed by Consequences of Behavior
John Stuart Mill

2. Morality Is Governed by Willing to Do Right
Immanuel Kant

3. Morality Is Relative
Ruth Benedict

4. Moral Absolutes Must Be Learned
Aristotle

5. Morality Only Makes Sense for the Atheist
Bertrand Russell

6. Morality Only Makes Sense If There Is a God
George Mavrodes

7. Morality Is Innate
W.T. Stace

Chapter 5: How Are Governments Constituted?
Chapter Preface
1. Governments Exist to Provide Security
Thomas Hobbes
2. Governments Exist to Preserve Property
John Locke
3. Proletariat Governments Will Abolish Private
Property
Karl Marx

141

147

156

167

178

191

205
208

218

229

239

253

263

274

284
286

303

316



4. A Just Government Must Benefit the Least Well-Off
John Rawls

5. AJust Government Is Absolutely Minimal
John Hospers

Glossary

For Further Discussion
Suggestions for Further Reading
Index

331

349

359
363
367
371



FOREWORD

“When a thing ceases to be a subject of controversy, it
ceases to be a subject of interest.”

William Hazlitt

The Enduring Issues series is based on the concept that certain
fundamental disciplines remain interesting and vibrant be-
cause they remain controversial, debatable, and mutable. In-
deed, it is through controversy that these disciplines were
forged, and through debate that they continue to be defined.

Each book in the Enduring Issues series aims to present the
most seminal and thought-provoking issues in the most acces-
sible way—by pitting the founders of each discipline side by
side in a pro/con format. This running debate style allows
readers to compare and contrast major philosophical views,
noting the major and minor areas of disagreement. In this way,
the chronology of the formation of the discipline itself is
traced. As American clergyman Lyman Beecher argued, “No
great advance has ever been made in science, politics, or reli-
gion, without controversy.”

In an effort to collect the most representative opinions of
these disciplines, every editor of each book in the Enduring Is-
sues series has been chosen for his or her expertise in present-
ing these issues in the classroom. Each editor has chosen the
materials for his or her book with these goals in mind: 1) To
offer, both to the uninitiated and to the well read, classic ques-
tions answered by the leading historical and contemporary
proponents for each question. 2) To create and stimulate an in-
terest and excitement in these academic disciplines by reveal-
ing that even in the most esoteric areas there are questions and
views common to every person’s search for life’s meaning.
3) To reveal the development of ideas, and, in the process,
plant the notion in the reader’s mind that truth can only be un-
earthed in thoughtful examination and reexamination.

The editors of the Enduring Issues series hope that readers
will find in it a launching point to do their own investigation
and form their own opinions about the issues raised by these
academic disciplines. Because it is in the continued contem-
plation of these questions that these issues will remain alive.



INTRODUCTION

You may be reading this book as a course requirement, because
you are curious about philosophy, or both. In any case, a few
preliminary observations will help you along the way. First, do
not assume that philosophy is something completely foreign to
you. Whether you know it or not, you have already done some
serious philosophical thinking. If you have ever wondered
whether God exists or whether you did the right thing you
have engaged in philosophical inquiry. Most philosophical
thinkers are ordinary people who are not aware that they are
engaging in philosophy. Other people are more systematic.
They carefully explore philosophical ideas and discuss them
with others. Sometimes they write down and even publish
them. These people may be professional philosophers, who
make their living “doing philosophy,” or they may be people
who have mastered other disciplines, like physics or religion
or literature. A biologist, for example, may wonder about evo-
lution and its implications for the existence of God, or a physi-
cist may wonder how far the “scientific method” can be
pushed to yield truth. The things these people have to say are
interesting to ordinary people as well. Reading their reflections
may help us answer or at least understand our own questions.

Second, do not make the mistake of thinking that philoso-
phy is a waste of time. The study of philosophy helps develop
clear and careful thought. It teaches people to make important
distinctions and question assumptions. This book, which con-
tains opposing points of view, makes it possible to develop
these skills by comparing what different careful thinkers have
to say about the same topics. The critical thinking that philoso-
phy fosters can help a person be more successful in other areas
of life, whether as a manager in a corporation or a parent deal-
ing with children. It has been said that the unexamined life is
not worth living. Philosophy is a systematic way of examining
life and is a valuable tool for this purpose.

Third, do not think that philosophy is abstract and will not
affect your personal values and beliefs. Examination of life as
well as other topics will reveal both strengths and weaknesses
in your own ideas. It is probably impossible for a person to crit-
ically examine his or her beliefs without finding ideas that are
weak. This, obviously, is threatening. One way of dealing with



this is to read several points of view, as you can with this text.
You may find that although one philosopher may challenge an
important belief another may find weaknesses in the chal-
lenger’s point of view. Still another philosopher may agree with
you and support your position with stronger and more valid
reasons than yours. You may finally decide after reading more
deeply about your position that you have to change your mind
or suspend your judgment in some areas. Remember to remain
unintimidated by philosophers or authors. Read and think
some more. Consider what other, equally qualified, people
have to say. Practice some philosophical detachment yourself.

Fourth, be prepared to spend some time and effort in your
study of philosophy. Philosophical understanding, like most
valuable things, comes at a price. You cannot speed-read philo-
sophical material. You will probably have to read the material
several times. First read the entire article to get some impres-
sion of the what and how of the argument. Use the glossary at
the back of the book or a good dictionary to look up terms that
are not obvious to you from the context. Next, read the text in
an attempt to answer the study questions provided with each
reading. Some of these are obvious after reading the material,
while some require a good deal of thought and may have more
than one very good answer. The purpose is not just to read
someone’s opinions but to bring your own ideas and knowl-
edge to bear upon the reading and to interact with the author,
your professor, and fellow students. Do not expect to com-
pletely understand everything the authors have to say. That is a
lifelong journey, not a bridge to cross.

Finally, I would like to call your attention to the way this
book is organized. Philosophers, like everybody else, classify
things. One major area of philosophy is introduced in each
chapter of this collection. The first chapter begins by asking
what it is possible to know. There is little point to inquiry if we
have no idea how or where to look. This question cannot be en-
tirely separated from the question of what reality is ultimately
like, the topic of the second chapter. After all, we want to know
what is real, do we not? Some questions about reality have
wider implications than others. The big reality question, in the
minds of most people, concerns whether God exists, which the
third chapter considers. Examining the purpose of human exis-
tence in a universe created by an all-powerful being is quite dif-
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ferent than in one where creation was accidental or random.
Chapter 4, as is much of human life, is centered around moral
questions. Pursuing moral questions may tell us something
about the ultimate nature of things and about the significance
of the God question.

In some sense, the study of philosophy is the study of our-
selves—we want to know about the universe because we want
to know who and what we are. The fifth chapter discusses what
role government should play in our lives given our concern for
morality and justice and our value as conscious beings.

I hope that this book will be only a launching point for a
lifelong exploration of self-knowledge and self-reflection. Hu-
mans are unique, at least in this small part of the cosmos, in
their ability to communicate in detail with others their ideas,
thoughts, and deepest self-doubts. By exploring these topics,
you explore what it means to be human. Take on the journey.

11



TO THE INSTRUCTOR
Suggestions for the Use of This Book

This collection is suitable for use with a one-semester introduc-
tion to philosophy course either as a stand-alone text, a book of
readings to support a systematic or historical introductory text,
or for independent study. If it is used as a text, the instructor will
need to provide fairly extensive supporting lectures. For the
most part, the selections are organized according to topic and an
attempt is made to present them in an intuitive order that rep-
resents an ongoing discussion or set of discussions within each
chapter. The discussions are generally in historical order, but
clarity was a more important organizational consideration than
sequence. For this reason Aristotle, for example, shows up near
the middle rather than the beginning of Chapter 4, “What Is
Morality?” A broad selection of classical and contemporary
writers is included, so it is possible to choose selections in his-
torical order rather than on the basis of chapter titles. Many of
the selections could have been included under more than one
topic.

Study questions specific to each reading are included and
more general questions, suitable for extended class discussions
and papers, are included at the end of the book. The questions
are carefully thought out and are not designed simply to verify
that chapters have been read. The reading-specific questions re-
quire a careful and thoughtful reading of the texts. In keeping
with the philosophy of the Opposing Viewpoints series, a wide
variety of viewpoints are included. Some philosophers are
mentioned but viewpoints by them are not included because of
space limitations. Viewpoints that are often neglected in gen-
eral introductory collections, like process metaphysics, are in-
cluded here.

12



CHAPTER

What Can We Know?



CHAPTER PREFACE

It is common prudence to verify sources of information when
that information is extremely important. When people claim to
know the answers to significant questions like what is ulti-
mately real or whether there is a God or a real right and wrong,
it is philosophically prudent to ask them how they know.
Philosophers are not merely interested in how someone ob-
tained a particular set of facts, but whether it is even possible
to obtain those facts. For example, when someone claims that
there really are such things as souls or electrons, philosophers
want to know how anyone could know such things.

This type of questioning stems from Renaissance thinkers,
who developed a powerful skeptical tradition that questioned
all major religious and philosophical beliefs. René Descartes,
who had skeptical teachers, realized that many of his beliefs
could not stand up to skeptical attack. He responded by using
skepticism as a method for discovering truth. He did this by
using his reason to doubt everything he could possibly doubt.
He claimed that anything that could not possibly be doubted
must be true. Modern philosophy, with its emphasis in episte-
mology, or the theory of truth, was born. Descartes” use of his
reason to obtain certain knowledge was the beginning of what
is called the rationalist school of philosophy.

This rationalist approach was opposed by a group of
philosophers, known as the empiricists, who argued that all
knowledge comes through the senses rather than through rea-
son. John Locke and other members of this group believe that
all of our ideas originate in experience. Despite the carefully
reasoned arguments of both the rationalists and the empiri-
cists, neither side succeeded in completely discrediting the
other. Immanuel Kant, the great German philosopher, argued
that neither side had the whole truth and that knowledge is the
result of both the use of the mind and the senses. Kant argued
that the mind contributed the basic structures, which he called
categories or ideas, that made all human experience possible.
He believed that the senses provided the content of these ex-
periences. Early in the twentieth century Henri Bergson criti-
cized this approach because he believed that reality is dynamic
and flowing and that sharp rigid categories like those Kant
proposed did more to distort reality than to reveal it. Bergson

14



replaced reason and sensory experience with intuition. In con-
trast with reason and experience, which are external to reality,
he argued that intuition placed the knower empathetically
within the flow of reality.

With the considerable success of the physical and biologi-
cal sciences in the twentieth century many philosophers were
convinced that science held the only key to truth. These
philosophers, who include Quine and Ullian, elevated the
hypothetical-deductive method of science to the very highest
status. They believe, in essence, that whatever humans can
know will be discovered by using this method. Not all philoso-
phers and scientists, however, share this opinion. The famous
mathematical physicist James Jeans argued that the hypothetical-
deductive method cannot lead to truth because the hypotheses
of modern physics do not allow any way of looking at the
world that makes sense to human beings. The difficulty in con-
ceptualizing quantum mechanics especially has convinced
many thinkers that the world simply cannot be understood by
humans. Consciousness has proved to be equally conceptually
difficult. Thomas Nagel, a brilliant philosopher and cognitive
scientist, has reflected deeply on the problems of conscious-
ness, much like Jeans and others have done with physics.
Nagel argues that there are facts which humans must ac-
knowledge as true but which we can never understand or even
express. Thus the issue of human knowledge remains as hotly
contested today as it ever was.
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VIEWPOINT

All Knowledge Is Gained
Through Reason

RENE DESCARTES

René Descartes (1596-1650) made major contributions to
mathematics and is regarded as the founder of modern phi-
losophy because of his contributions to epistemology, the the-
ory of knowledge and truth. The oft quoted “I think, there-
fore I am” first appeared in Descartes” best-known work,
Meditations on First Philosophy. The following viewpoint con-
tains the first and second meditations. Descartes begins by
discussing many of his beliefs and deciding to examine his
fundamental beliefs in order to eliminate error and lay secure
foundations for truth. He does this by systematically doubt-
ing his beliefs until he finds something which he cannot
doubt, which turns out to be the existence of his own mind or
self. In the course of his doubting he finds that his belief in
the physical world and even the truths of his beloved mathe-
matics are uncertain. Descartes’ quest for certain foundations

Excerpts from “Meditation One” and “Meditation Two” of René Descartes,
from Descartes: Selected Philosophical Writings, edited and translated by John
Cottingham, Dugald Murdoch, and Robert Stoothoff. Copyright © 1988 by
Cambridge University Press. Reprinted with the permission of Cambridge
University Press.
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