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Preface

The fifth edition of Street Law: A Course in Practical Law builds upon the
success and popularity of earlier editions. Incorporating their best features,
this edition provides new information, practical advice, and competency-
building activities designed to provide students with the ability to analyze,
evaluate, and, in some situations, resolve legal disputes. The fifth edition
also incorporates a colorful new design.

The text reflects the changes in law and legal procedure that have taken
place at the national level since the publication of the fourth edition.
Throughout the book, we have added text and problems dealing with the
most current law-related public issues, including gangs, guns, and sub-
stance abuse. We have continued to expand our emphasis on promoting al-
ternative (nonjudicial) forms of dispute resolution. In addition, we have
added to each chapter a new feature called Law Around the World. This ma-
terial encourages students to analyze how other countries (and their legal
systems) handle certain basic legal problems.

Street Law's approach to law-related education is to provide practical infor-
mation and problem solving opportunities that develop in students the
knowledge and skills necessary for survival in our law-saturated society. The
curriculum includes case studies, mock trials, role-plays, small group exercis-
es, and visual analysis activities. For optimal results, Street Law requires the
use of community resource people such as lawyers and police officers. It also
requires community experiences such as court tours and police ride-alongs.
This methodology allows students to be active participants in their own edu-
cation. In this way, we hope to promote in students a willingness and capabil-
ity to participate effectively in the legal and political systems.

Properly used, Street Law has been found to contribute to programs that
reduce juvenile delinquency, including the devastating problem of juvenile
substance abuse. Teachers should note that a separate, comprehensive
Teacher’s Manual, supplemental Test Bank, Work Book, Service Learning
Video, and Street Law: Student Scenes are available from the publisher.

ADVICE TO READERS: Law varies from state to state and is constant-
ly changing. Therefore, someone confronted with a legal problem should
not use this text as a substitute for legal advice from an attorney.
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The National
Institute for

Citizen Education
in the Law

Street Law is a product of the National Institute for Citizen Education in
the Law (NICEL). The Institute grew out of a Georgetown University Law
Center program, launched in 1971, in which law students teach practical
law courses in District of Columbia high schools, juvenile and adult correc-
tional institutions, and a number of community-based settings.

NICEL was created to promote increased opportunities for citizen educa-
tion in the law. It develops curricula, trains teachers, and replicates pro-
grams. It dlso provides technical assistance and curriculum materials to
law schools, school systems, departments of corrections, juvenile justice
agencies, bar associations, legal service and community organizations, state
and local governments, and other groups and individuals interested in es-
tablishing law-related education programs. Through its national clearing-
house, NICEL distributes lists of its materials and services as well as
technical assistance papers that guide practitioners in the replication of its
program models. NICEL also provides assistance for programs at the ele-
mentary school level.

Some NICEL programs have also been replicated in South Africa, Hun-
gary, Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, and the Philippines.

In addition to Street Law, the Institute’s publications include
Democracy for All (1994)
We Can Work It Out: Problem Solving through Mediation (1993)
Human Rights for All (1993)
Teens, Crime, and the Community (1992)
Practical Law for Jail and Prison Personnel (1987)
Great Trials in American History: Civil War to the Present (1985)
Current Legal Issues Filmstrip Series (1985)
Family Law: Competencies in Law and Citizenship (1984)
Street Law: Mock Trial Manual (1984)
Current Legal Issues Filmstrip Series (1984)
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Street Law Filmstrip Series (1983)
Consumer Law: Competencies in Law and Citizenship (1982)
Law and the Consumer (1982)

For further information or assistance, please contact
National Institute for Citizen Education in the Law
711 G Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003
(202) 546-6644
FAX (202) 546-6649
TT (202) 546-7591
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