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Preface

’EIIS book, a volume of personal reminiscences, is not a medical
treatise; it is written for my friends among the profession and the gen-
eral public. Having retired after forty years of practice in gynecology
and surgery, I consider it a prerogative to discuss freely with the lay
reader intimate problems which are met from day to day by every
practitioner of scientific medicine—the family doctor, the surgeon, the
specialist. '

The professional pages of this volume dwell briefly upon co-operation
with progressive men during the years of transition in medical practice
—1880 to 1920. Within those four decades the “art” of medicine was
superseded by the “‘science and art” of medicine; preventive medicine
was introduced and developed; scientific discoveries, and the utilization
of organized methods to regulate the environment of medicine, its
social aspects, educational requirements, and institutional aids prac-
tically revolutionized the teaching and the practice of medicine. In a
word, a progressive profession was being rounded out to its maximum
of usefulness.

In recording the process of evolution, there is an account of organi-
zations with which I have been and am especially concerned—surgical
journalism, through the medium of Swurgery, Gynecology and Obsteirics;
the Clinical Congress of Surgeons of North America; the American
College of Surgeons; and the Gorgas Memorial Institute of Tropical
and Preventive Medicine. These organizations have suggested stand-
ards for surgery and for the betterment of hospitals, and they have
promoted a partnership between the general public and the scientific
profession which has resulted in wholesome and mutual understanding
and co-operation.

Franxkrmy H. MarTIN, M.D.
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Two Forewords

I

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY by one of the most distinguished of American
surgeons is an event of national importance.

Dr. Franklin H. Martin has practiced medicine and surgery during
the period in which medical science has made greater strides than in all
its previous history. In the nineties, when on a visit to Chicago for the
purpose of adding to my store of knowledge, someone told me of a
surgeon by the name of Martin who was doing very distinguished work
in abdominal and gynecological surgery at the Woman’s Hospital. I
remember well the morning that I first had the privilege of seeing Dr.
Martin perform some most delicate operations with skill and precision.
I was greatly impressed, and from that time I was an attendant at his
clinics whenever the opportunity arose, and I have followed his work
closely in the years since.

Dr. Martin possesses certain impressive qualities, perhaps most con-
spicuously courage, which with knowledge and character laid the
foundation for the respect and admiration held for him by his confréres.

In 1913, when the American College of Surgeons was launched under
the aegis of the Clinical Congress of Surgeons by Dr. Martin, he gave
freely of his time and energy to develop this great organization which
has standardized sound surgical practice in America.

There had existed in America from the middle of the last century
various surgical societies of limited membership, such as the American
Surgical Association, the American Gynecological Society, and others
which formed what one might call a surgical aristocracy. Dr. Martin,
with broad vision, wished to develop an association which would have
for its purpose the better care of the American people as a whole who
needed special surgical service. Knowledge alone was not sufficient.
He sought in those who were to become Fellows in the College, charac-

ter and honesty of purpose joined with adequate surgical training and
xi
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experience. To protect the interests of the people and the standards of
the College, he established the requirement that a candidate for Fellow-
ship must have served eight years after graduation from medical school,
in hospital interneship and actual practice, before admission to the
College. As a result, the roster of the American College of Surgeons
carries to the people of the country the names of men to whom they
may safely go for surgical treatment.

As part of the development of this great concept for the benefit of the
people, Dr. Martin established a new standard of excellence in hospital
service, so that today the hospitals which are recognized by the Amer-
ican College of Surgeons are the best in the country. I need hardly
call attention to the part that Surgery, Gynecology and Obstetrics, the
greatest surgical journal in the world, of which Dr. Martin was the
founder and of which he is still the editor, has played in the perfection
of this vast plan that has made Dr. Franklin H. Martin one of the
greatest of America’s benefactors.

It is therefore a rare privilege to follow in this autobiography the
events of surgical progress in the last fifty years, the growth of a master
surgeon, and of great importance, the work of the men who composed
the Council of National Defense and the Advisory Commission during
the World War, their personality, and the effect their joint effort had
in advancing the interests of our country, so pitifully unprepared for
the trials and tribulations it underwent in the World War.

WiLLiaum J. Mavo, M.D.
June 7, 1933.



II

; » 1SCONSIN has sent to Chicago some of the illustrious figures in the
Medical History of this period—Senn, Murphy, Ochsner, Billings, Cary,
Church—and now we are commenting on perhaps the last medical
celebrity to emerge from the Wisconsin era of the covered wagon. The
story of this red-headed, befreckled, Wisconsin boy, like that of
“David Copperfield,” illustrates well the adage that “the boy is father
to the man.” This son of a covered wagon pioneer early became
acquainted with life in the raw; he must have been uncertain some-
times whether he would have food and clothing and shelter; he fought,
and played, and sang, and loved; he tested the life of the farmer’s
chore boy; he made bricks; he was an amateur carpenter; he taught
school. By nature sensitive, shy, resourceful, tenacious, with a vivid
imagination, with faith and courage, this product of the covered wagon
found his way out of the heat and barbs of the harvest field as the
result of the lure of medicine, which, too, was in the covered wagon
stage. As a student, young Martin won distinction which placed his
ambitious foot on the firgt round of the ladder.

All through his life, and despite every disguise, Franklin Martin has
been shy, fearless, imaginative, idealistic and a dreamer. Long will he
be known among the great dreamers in medicine. He dreamed a dream,
and the greatest surgical journal in the world was born; he dreamed
again and the Clinical Congress of Surgeons of North America
appeared; he dreamed yet again and the American College of Surgeons
came into being.

Franklin Martin has contributed to every side of medicine—as a
teacher, as an investigator, as a contributor to medical literature, as a
successful surgeon. He was not only the founder of Surgery, Gynecology
and Obstetrics, but for twenty-six years he directed its destiny. Sig-
nificantly, the same group that originally made up the personnel of the
Editorial Board and business personnel of the Journal are still asso-
ciated with him, with the exception of those called by death. The
Clinical Congress of Surgeons of North America, which was founded by
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Dr. Martin, in turn, was metamorphosed into the American College
of Surgeons.

The American College of Surgeons has had a far-reaching influence
on hospital standards, on ethical standards, on the standards of surgical
practice, and on medical education. It was the conception of Franklin
Martin that the College of Surgeons should be an active organization
with comprehensive field activities covering the United States and
Canada so completely that every hospital, whether in the metropolis
or in remote places, should be served; that it should establish-a stand-
ard of staff conferences, of clinical records, of laboratory equipment
and service; and even of hospital construction. On the side of education
and clinical research, Dr. Martin organized departments of the College
for the study of the methods of treatment of cancer, and of the treat-
ment of fractures; for the study of accidents and injuries, of which
there are nearly one million a year; and a library which serves any of
the 11,290 Fellows of the College at the cost of clerical service. It was
Franklin Martin who conceived and carried through the establishment
of the Murphy Memorial; and who now has planned permanent
exhibits of surgical methods, material, etc. The machinery of these vast
activities which spread all over the continent, and are carried on with
vigor and judgment for the benefit of the public, is largely due to
Franklin Martin. The American College of Surgeons now has assets
of more than two million dollars; and a working staff of thirty-six,
the outstanding characteristic of which—as in the case of the staff
of the Journal—is its long-time loyalty to its Chief. Those who know
Franklin Martin best, trust him most.

Franklin Martin did not fight and work and dream alone, as Isabelle
Hollister Martin has advised, moderated, and conciliated this colorful
personality.

Franklin Martin is a link between the covered wagon of Wisconsin
and modern life; between the covered wagon of medicine and modern
medical science. He helped, as almost no other contemporary has done,
to metamorphose the covered wagon era through the exercise of his
boyish contradictions of character—shyness and fearlessness, idealism
and outstanding practical common sense. He has always been a
constructive dreamer.

June 17, 1933. GeOrGE W. CrILE, M.D.
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