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Introduction to TOEFL® Speaking

What to expect on the TOEFL® Test

The TOEFL® test (Test of English as a Foreign Language) is an Internet-based test designed to assess
English proficiency in non-native speakers who want to achieve academic success as well as effective
communication. Most people take the TOEFL® test to gain admission into universities and colleges
where instruction is in English. Additionally, many employers, government agencies, etc., use the scores
to determine a person’s English ability. It is not meant to test academic knowledge or computer ability,
and as such, questions are always based on materials found in the test (computer tutorials are available
for those not familiar with the PC). We have designed this practice book to be as similar as possible to
the actual computer-based test in format and appearance in order to better prepare you for the TOEFL®
test.

The TOEFL® test, like this series, is divided into four sections: reading, listening, speaking and writing.

Major changes in the Internet-based TOEFL® (iBT)

® General

= The test measures all four language skills equally; a speaking section is included.
= The Test of Spoken English® (TSE®) will now be part of the TOEFL®. Test takers will no longer
take the TSE as a separate test.
= Order of sections on the test:
Reading
Listening
(10-minute break)
Speaking
Writing
= The test is approximately four hours long and can be taken in one day.
= Tests are administered through the Internet in test centers around the world.
= There is no structure section, as there was on past tests.
= Note-taking is allowed in every section.
= The test is a linear exam, not computer adaptive; each test taker receives the same range of questions.
= The scores will be viewed online.

® Reading/Listening

= Passages for Reading and Listening are longer than those in the Computer-Based TOEFL (See intro-
duction of individual sections for further details).

6 Introduction to TOEFL® Speaking
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® Speaking/Writing

= Tasks for Speaking and Writing include integrated questions that require more than one skill to
complete, i.e., reading and/or listening, then speaking or writing.

= For the speaking section, test takers speak into a microphone, and their responses are digitized
and sent to the Education Testing Service (ETS) Online Scoring Network.

= For the writing section, test takers must type their responses.

The new test format

Section Number of Questions Time (minutes) Score

Reading 3-5 passages 60-100 30 points
e 12-14 questions each
e 700 words per passage

Listening 4-6 lectures 60-90 30 points
e 6 questions each
* 500-800 words (4-6 min.)
2-3 conversations
e 5 questions each
e 400-500 words (2-3 min.)

BREAK 10

Speaking 2 independent tasks 20 30 points
¢ 1 personal experience
¢ 1 preference/choice
2 integrated tasks (Read-Listen—Speak)
e Reading 100 words
e Conversation 200 words (1-2 min.)
e Lecture 200-300 words (1-2 min.)
2 integrated tasks (Listen-Speak)
e Conversation 200 words (1-2 min.)
e Lecture 200-300 words (1-2 min.)

Writing 1 independent task (same as TWE) 50 30 points
1 integrated task (Read-Listen—-Write)
- Reading 250-300 words
— Lecture 250-300 words (2 min.)

Total 200-270 120 points

Introduction to TOEFL® Speaking 7
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How this book is organized
There are four main sections and one practice test in this book.

Introduction Understanding what each section requires you to do

Chapter 1 Practicing organizing and synthesizing information

Chapter 2 Developing coherence

Chapter 3 Focusing on clarity of speech

Practice Test Practicing with questions designed according to the real test format

Test-taking and study tips

The only way to be certain of an excellent TOEFL® score is to be able to read, write, understand, and
speak English like an educated native speaker. You have no doubt been developing your ability in
these areas for many years now. Unfortunately, this is not something one can accomplish by studying
in the traditional way. However, research conducted over the years by applied linguists, psychologists,
and educators has yielded a considerable amount of information on the best methods for refining
these skills for the purposes of standardized tests. By keeping the following test — taking tips in mind,
you can optimize your study habits and achieve the highest possible scores with the level of language
proficiency you have obtained.

General study tips

® Prepare a study area for yourself. This should include the following:
= A comfortable chair and spacious table/desk

= Suitable lighting

= Good ventilation and air quality; an open window or a house plant is a good idea

= An area free of distractions, such as outside noises, television, radio (unless of course you are
using the television/radio to study listening)

= Proper space to keep all the materials you will need when studying, such as books, paper, pens/
pencils, a tape recorder or other recording device, and if possible, a computer with Internet
access

® Study regularly over a long period of time. Do not study to the point of physical/mental exhaustion,
as this has been shown to be ineffective in retaining information.

e “Cramming”, i.e., studying intensely for long periods before an exam, is less effective, as it strains
your general health and well-being and does not lead to good long-term retention of information/

skills.

8 Introduction to TOEFL® Speaking
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e Psychologists have discovered a principle called “state-specific memory.” This means you remember
things better in the same conditions that you learned them. So, for example, if you always study

math at night, you will do better on a math exam at night. Use this concept to your advantage. If
you know when and under what conditions you will take the TOEFL®, simulate these in your study
environment and habits. For example, if you will take the TOEFL® on a Sunday afternoon from your
computer at home, then make a point to study at this computer on Sunday afternoons.

e Be well rested on the day of the exam. Do not stay up all night studying. Also, eat healthy foods
including fruits and vegetables.

e Be relaxed and confident. Do the best that you can and do not worry excessively about any mistakes
or uncertainties.

Registering for the TOEFL®

Students must get registration information for the TOEFL® test. Registration information can be
obtained online at the ETS website. The Internet address is www.ets.org/toefl. The website provides
information such as testing locations, costs, and identification requirements. The website also provides
other test preparation material.

The registration information, such as the test center location, identification requirements and costs,
will vary depending on the country in which you take the test. Be sure to follow these requirements
carefully. If you do not have the proper requirements in order, you may not be able to take the test.
Remember that if you register online, you will need to have your credit card information ready.

What the TOEFL® scores can be used for

The primary use of TOEFL® test scores is for acceptance into institutions such as universities and colleges
where English is the primary language of instruction. As noted earlier in this introduction, a great number
of universities and other institutions require a certain TOEFL® test score for admission. It is estimated that
about 4,400 such institutions require the TOEFL® for admission.

The exact calculation of a TOEFL® test score is complicated and probably not necessary for the student
to understand. It is helpful to know, however, that each section in the Internet-based test is worth the
same amount of points. The highest possible score on the iBT is 120 points. Each particular institution, for
example, a university, will have its own specific score requirements for admission. For that reason, it is
very important to check with each institution individually to find out what its admission requirements
are. For example, a passing score at one university may not be a passing score at another university. It
is the responsibility of the student to find out what the requirements are for each institution.

Introduction to TOEFL® Speaking 9



E s —— R R S S R £ vt S s S T e R R

Although the primary use of TOEFL® test scores is for admission into English language institutions,
there are a number of other places which require TOEFL® scores. For example, many companies and
corporations worldwide may also request TOEFL® scores for employment.

Certainly, doing well on the TOEFL® is important for students in many ways. Remember, practice
makes perfect. We hope that you will take full advantage of this practice book and study hard. Your
hard work and dedication will provide you with the best opportunity to do well on the TOEFL®, and
to meet your goals for the future.

Speaking
The prompts for speaking questions on the iBT TOEFL® can be categorized into six types:
Time
Question
Reading Listening Preparation Speaking
Independent Q1
15 seconds 45 seconds
Independent Q2
Integrated Q3
45 seconds 1-2 minutes 30 seconds 60 seconds
Integrated Q4
Integrated Q5
1-2 minutes 30 seconds 60 seconds
Integrated Q6

The purpose of the speaking section is to evaluate your ability to speak coherently both on your opinions
and experiences as well as on information that you have read or have heard. The speaking questions
fall into two categories, independent and integrated. For the two independent speaking questions, you
should draw upon your own experience and knowledge. For the remaining four speaking questions, you
will speak about what you read and/or hear. Your ideas need to be well-organized and the language you
speak needs to be accurate enough to be easily understood.

10 introduction to TOEFL® Speaking



In particular, each question type will require test-takers to organize their ideas and speak toward different

goals:
Question Task Materials Length Tasks
1 Independent | none Describe your experience.
2 Independent | none Give your opinion and explain why you think this.
3 Integrated Reading 100 words Restate the opinion of the speaker and the
Conversation | 200 words examples used.
60-90 seconds
4 Integrated Reading 100 words Explain how the example from the lecture supports
Lecture 200 words the passage.
60-90 seconds
5 Conversation- | Conversation | 300 words Restate suggestions and tell which you think is better.
based 90-120 seconds
6 Lecture- Lecture 300 words Summarize what you heard.
based 90-120 seconds

Study tips for speaking

® Practice speaking with a North American inflection. This involves moving the lips and opening the
mouth more and speaking more from the mouth and nose than from the back of the throat.

® Practice using the pauses and intonations you learn when studying for the listening section.

® Practice speaking at home. Use one of the independent writing topics as a speaking topic. Give yourself 15
seconds of preparation time. Use this time to think of your main idea and details/examples to support it.

Speak for approximately 45 seconds on the topic. (Also practice with 30 seconds of preparation time and

Test management
You will speak into a microphone attached to a headset.

Independent Speaking questions come first.
You can take notes and then use your notes when preparing your response.
Check the time with the clock shown in the title bar.

1 minute of speaking time, as this will be the case for the integrated exercises.)

Introduction to TOEFL® Speaking 11
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How speaking will be scored
ETS graders will score test-takers’ responses according to the following scale:

Score

General Description

Key Points

The response answers the question or prompt
well. The speaker is easy to understand and
there are only minor mistakes with grammar
or pronunciation.

Fluent speech that is easy to understand and follow,
appropriate use of grammar and vocabulary, ideas
explained clearly

The response answers the question or
prompt, but not all of the ideas are fully
developed. The speaker can be understood,
but there are some clearly noticeable mistakes
in speaking.

At least two of these problems: pronunciation,
pace of speech, wrong word choice, limited use
of grammar structures, or incorrect grammar

The response gives only a basic or minimal
answer to the question or prompt. Most sentences
can be understood, but some effort is required
by the listener because speech is not fluent and
pronunciation is not accurate. Some ideas are
not clearly explained.

At least two of these problems: speech is choppy
(not fluent), mistakes in pronunciation, wrong
word choice, only use basic grammar, poor use of
grammar, only basic ideas are presented, explana-
tion is absent or limited

The response is very short, does not show full
understanding of the question or prompt,
and is hard for the listener to understand.

At least two of these problems: poor pronun-
ciation, speech is choppy (not fluent), long or
frequent pauses, poor grammar makes ideas dif-
ficult to understand, use of obviously practiced
or formulaic expressions, lots of repetition of
expressions in the prompt

There is no response or the response is not
related to the question or prompt.

No response to grade or response unrelated to
the question or prompt

12 introduction to TOEFL® Speaking
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Skill A Independent Speaking: organizing Speech

( Necessary §kills

e Describing a personal experience or expressing a personal preference

e Organizing ideas

e Expressing a clear topic statement and the supporting points

e Speaking clearly and accurately with knowledge of grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation

( Strategies
e Though preparation time is limited in the speaking portion of the test, it is nevertheless
important to use this time in planning the organization of your response. In this way, your
response will be more relevant and coherent. An organizational process for preparing your
speech is detailed below. In each step, there are certain things that you need to keep in

mind.

Read the question and Be sure that you understand the question and what the question

understand the task requires you to do.
Decide on the topic Decide on the main idea or choose one of the positions. Use the
statement relevant parts of the prompt in making up your topic statement.

Brainstorm and select Quickly think of the supporting ideas from your experience.
supporting ideas Choose those ideas that most clearly support your topic statement.

Arrange your ideas, putting them in order from most to least

Organize the ideas important.

Ind dent Speaking: Organizing Speech 15



Practice 1 — Personal Experience

Skill A
|| step 1]

Read the question. Write down your answer and related key points in the blanks.

What is a useful skill your mother or father taught you? Describe the skill and how you were
taught this skill.

A useful skill my taught me is

When/How | was taught this skill:

Why this skill is important:

How often | use this skill:

Read the related ideas and expressions below. Add at least two of your own.

Related Ideas and Expressions i

dirty clothes that need to be
Nouns: W
manage (v):
to control; to operate
laundry, money, motor, ; ST
" to control; to cause to work

repair (v):
to fix

nowadays (adv):
Verbs: in present times; these days

’

manage, operate, repair,

Adverbs:

nowadays, usually, all the time,

16 chapter 1 Thinking and Speaking



