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EDITORS’ PREFACE

This volume grew out of a course in environmental management, launched at the Royat
Veterinary and Agricultural University in Copenhagen 1n 1971 and held every yeat since then
Among the many persons who have contributed to the creation and maintenance of this course
and of the Danish lecture notes for it, let us mention just two: the late Prof. Niels-Haarlgv for
his inspiring enthusiasm in the initial phase, the 1970’s, and Assoc. Prof. Marta Willems for
her unselfish and conscientious contribution in the 1980’s.

Two circumstances have left their stamp on the book. Firstly, it was written for a course
which was, and still is, intended to give an overview of environmental management in a broad
sense, not to go deep into any specific area. Secondly, to some extent agriculture is its home
ground - had it been conceived at, say, a technical university, the weight attributed to the
various subjects might have been different. It is our hope that versatility has neither led to
shallowness nor been disfigured by a lack of balance.

Since the book will still have as an important purpose to serve as a textbook for the RVAU
course mentioned above, and since some of its chapters had to be dominated by Danish
matters, one may ask (and some did ask) if it could not just as well have been published once
again in Danish - why did it have to come out in English? It is our belief that this question
sticks too much to the past. A specific environmental problem may be local or national, but
the entire area is rapidly becoming more and more influenced by international considerations,
and this must inevitably be reflected in teaching, especially at university level. Though the
book can hardly stand alone as a textbook for a similar course in another country, we believe
it may serve as a relevant reference and source of information for teachers in the area, in
particular (but not exclusively) in the EC countries. Besides, it is hoped that the book will
induce contacts between the authors - most of whom are from the RVAU, while the rest work
at Danish environmental institutions or other universities - and their colleagues abroad.

Undoubtedly, the book will be found to have some shortcomings. Let us mention a few of
those that we are aware of.

The order in which the various subjects are treated is debatable, and it is certainly not
necessary to read the book linearly, nor do we suggest that a course should go through the
subjects this way. The rough idea was that Chapters 2 - 7 present the relevant basic



disciplines in and close to natural science, Chapters 8 - 10 do the same for social science,
and finally Chapters 11 - 13 treat a discipline (ecology) and two subjects which are more
specific to the field of environmental science.

Due to circumstances out of our control, we did not succeed in providing, as originally
intended, a chapter on noise, nor one on the environmental aspects of various forms of
agriculture (including ‘ecological agriculture’), Besides, as explained by Prof. Wulff in
Chapter 10, the treatment of Danish environmental law does not go as much into the detail
of the actual legislation as might be expected, for the simple reason that this legislation is at
present (spring 1991) about to be changed, yet no final bill has been passed. Should this book
achieve a second edition, we hope to be able to supply these requirements.

The various chapters are characterized more by their anthors and subjects than by the mild
attempt of standardjzation on our side. Note that the references are listed at the end of each
chapter, because they are, to a large extent, relevant to one chapter only. Papers in a
Scandinavian language (Danish, Swedish, Norwegian) are indicated, both in the text and in
the reference lists, by an asterisk, e.g., Petersen (19857).

Finally we want to thank all those who have contributed to the realization of this volume or
who have otherwise been helpful. Among these, let us mention Fritz Ingerslev, Helle Kiirstein,
Lene Duvier, Svend Tage Jakobsen, Bgrge Bundgaard, the late Jgrgen Hyttel, and the staff
at Elsevier, Amsterdam. See also the ‘Acknowledgment’ notes added by some of the authors
at the end of their chapter. We encourage readers to communicate to us all errors and
misprints they find, and all criticisms and points of view they might come up with. This will
be of great value to us in connection with a possible reedition in the future.

Copenhagen, April 1991

Poul Einer Hansen
Sven Erik Jgrgensen
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