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Before the renovation, this house comprised two distinct parts. The
front half was single storey Edwardian in a reasonable condition, but it
was very dark and gloomy. The back half, a “modern” addition, was a
disaster. Although it was built barely 10 years ago, it was already
virtually dilapidated. Furthermore, this single storey addition was
crudely and illogically designed. Even after the renovation, the house
comprises two distinct parts — and deliberately so. The brief stipulated
that the house should encompass two elements making up one whole.
The renovation does exactly that, but the change has been vast.

The Edwardian front half of the house has been inexpensively
restored. This part of the house includes the master bedroom, guest
bedroom, formal sitting room and a study. It is the quiet and rather
formal part of the house, which also allows the owners a backdrop for
their pre-20th Century furniture. The modern rear half of the house is
2-storey high and completely different from the front. The ground floor
comprises the kitchen, dining and living areas and also the main
bathroom, the laundry and the en suite to the master bedroom. The
upper level comprises children’s bedrooms, another bathroom, a
recreation area, and, believe it or not, a “cellar”. It is probably the only
“cellar” in Australia on an upper floor, but it does work!

The language of this addition is modern. The owners say that it is well
planned, and it definitely has presence. Although this rear half is 2-
storey high, it is not at all visible from the street. Similarly, the
Edwardian front half is not visible from the rear garden. This was a
deliberate strategy — the creation of two houses within one — and it has
given the owners the two types of residence they desired.
















