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PREFACE

The evolving information society is creating new economic, cultural and political
opportunities. However, it also brings with it new issues and risks, which are
creating fresh challenges for every legal system. This collection contains a group of
articles, which present multifaceted intersections of law, information and
information technology.

In the first chapter, Conceptualizing Information Law, Ulrich Sieber and Eli
Lederman attempt to characterize, from intersecting perspectives, the emerging
legal field of Information Law. Both undertake to mint a conceptual scheme that
may facilitate the analysis of legal protection of information. This chapter thus
serves as keynote for the collection.

In the second chapter, Privacy, Raymond Wacks, proposes a shift from
individual-centered analysis of privacy to an information-oriented, control based
account.

In the chapter dealing with Intellectual Property, Robert Bone expresses reasoned
doubts concerning trade secret law. Niva Elkin-Koren criticizes, in particular,
anti-circumvention legislation adopted by the U.S. Congress in 1998, presenting it
as an overreaching attempt to regulate technology.

The chapter on Regulating the Internet begins with Eben Moglen’s fierce attack,
from an anarchistic point of view, on current copyright law. Copyright law, asserts
Moglen, is inefficient, morally wrong and doomed to be ineffective. Niel Netanel,
on the other hand, presents a skeptical view of the call for self-governance of
cyberspace, relying on an abstraction of classical political theory arguments. Ulrich
Sieber studies, from a comparative perspective, civil and criminal liability of
providers of electronic information and communication services.

In the next Chapter, The Stock Market, Barry Rider and Omri Yadlin offer two
sharp and provocative lines of criticisms of prevalent approaches to insider trading
legislation.

The last chapter deals with Authentication. Ron Shapira and Shannon Martin probe
the concepts of “authenticity” and “authentication”, and in particular — the
generalizations these concepts will have to sustain when tangible documents
become an exception and the distinction between “contents” and “envelope” of
documents requires explicit determination.
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