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Preface

Sampling the best the family field has produced in the last couple of years is
like going to a first-class smorgasbord. To stimulate one’s intellectual appetite,
there is a feast of tantalizing topics and a rich variety of enticing articles. The 53
articles included in Volume I of the Family Studies Review Yearbook provide a
well-balanced picture of ten important topic areas in the family field.

In this first volume we have highlighted applied topics that are timely and
relevant. The articles selected are not only salient, but they also provide useful
theoretical and empirical integration and insights. In addition, they are
illustrative of the systematic and innovative approaches that have been used to
investigate these topical areas.

We anticipated that the process of selecting the topics and the articles for this
introductory volume would be very difficult and demanding. However, the
process was made much easier by the excellent work of the Editorial Board. First
of all, we were very pleased that such a distinguished group of colleagues was
willing to join the Editorial Board and to take time to select articles for this
volume. They made the process still easier by completing their selections on a
very tight schedule. It also helped that there was such a high level of agreement
between them on the specific articles they recommended. Often the same article
was selected by all three reviewers in a given content area.

Not only was the process made easier than we anticipated, but the outcome
has also exceeded our expectations. Our thanks therefore go to the scholars who
have chosen the family field as one worthy of study. Most importantly, they are
the individuals ultimately responsible for the high quality of the articles included
in this volume.

We wish to thank our department heads and secretarial staff at both the
University of Minnesota and Utah State University for their cooperative spirit.
We also greatly appreciate the understanding and support provided by our
partners and families.

D.H.O. & B.C.M.
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

David H. Olson and Brent C. Miller

In this first volume of the Family Studies Review Yearbook, we have included
what can be considered the créeme de la creme of the family field. These 53 articles
were selected from a potential group of over 5000 published and unpublished
manuscripts. Selections were made by 29 experts in specialized areas of the
family profession who served on the Editorial Board of the Yearbook. The peer
review process greatly facilitated the selection of such high-quality articles.

We think that the articles included are on the cutting edge of the field both
conceptually and empirically and that they will also serve as benchmarks of the
field for years to come. Criteria for selecting the articles were content excellence,
relevance to the content area, and significance to the field.

The ten topic areas selected in Volume I are among the most visible, applied,
and sometimes controversial issues facing marriages and families today. The ten
topic areas include the following: family policy, family stress and coping, divorce
and child custody, marital and family violence, alcoholism and drug abuse, work
and the family, family economics, marital enrichment and premarital
preparation, marital therapy, and family therapy. Future volumes will provide
reviews of other content areas, with each volume providing a variety of timely
and significant topics.

The broad, multidisciplinary scope of the volume is also demonstrated by the
fact that the 53 articles were selected from 18 professional journals. The journals
represent not only the traditional family journals, but also those in applied
speciality areas and from a range of other disciplines. A complete listing of the
journals from which articles were taken is provided in Table 1.

PART I: FAMILY POLICY

Policymakers, scholars, and the average citizen all have in common a great
interest in the relationships between families and public policies. During the
Carter administration, an Office of Families was created amid controversy about
government involvement in family life. In 1980, the White House Conferences on
Families were held for the first time to try and better understand the needs of
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TABLE 1 Sources of Articles for Yearbook, Volume |

Source of Article Number of Articles
1. American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse 2
2. American Journal of Family Therapy 3
3. Annals of the American Academy of Political

and Social Science 1
4. Behavior Therapy 2
5. Family Economics Review 1
6. Family Process 5
7. Family Relations 10
8. Journal of Agricultural Economics 1
9. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis 1

10. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology 1

11. Journal of Divorce 2

12. Journal of Family Issues 1

13. Journal of Human Resources 1

14. Journal of Marital and Family Therapy 7

15. Journal of Marriage and the Family 7

16. Marriage and Family Review 1

17. Monthly Labor Review 2

18. Policy Studies Journal 1

19. Unpublished Articles 1

20. Book Chapters 3

Total Articles 53

families and how they are affected by government. Increasingly, “family” has
come to be recognized on Capitol Hill as a volatile issue loaded with potential
misunderstandings. What are the effects of public policies on family dynamics
and well-being? Does a given policy or proposed legislation enhance or
undermine the integrity of marriage or the family? In the past few years, marriage
and family professionals have become increasingly involved in raising and
addressing these questions.

Family Impact Analysis (FIA) is a specific tool for assessing how public
policies impact on various aspects of marriage and family life. Recognizing that
policymakers and program planners frequently fail to examine carefully both
intended an unintended consequences of their programs and services, Marcia
Ory and Robert Leik describe a six-step framework for developing and
implementing Family Impact Analysis. The technique they describe is a very
general one that could be useful in the assessment of a variety of policies and
programs and their consequences for families.

The Federal Income Tax Reforms of 1981 will affect the tax liability of two-
earner couples beginning in 1982 and 1983. As increasing numbers of married
women enter the labor force, the significance of the so-called “marriage penalty”
tax becomes more problematic. The background of family-related tax issues is
described by Colien Hefferan, focusing on how marriage penalty taxes for dual-



