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INTRODUCTION

I wish to enquire! whether, taking men as they are
and laws as they can be made, it is possible to establish
some just and certain rule of administration® in civil
affairs.® In this investigation* I shall always strive® to
reconcile® what right permits with what interest pre-
scribes, so that justice and utility” may not be served.

I enter upon this enquiry without demonstrating the
importance of my subject. I shall be asked whether I
am a prince or a legislator that I write on politics. I
reply that I am not; and that it is for this very reason
that I write on politics. If I were a prince or a legis-
lator, I should not waste my time in saying what ought
to be done; I should do it or remain silent.

Having been born a citizen of a free State® and a
member of the sovereign body, however feeble an influ~
ence my voice may have in public affairs, the right to
vote upon them is sufficient to impose on me the duty
of informing myself about them ; and I feel happy when-
ever I meditate on governments, always to discover in
my researches new reasons for loving that of my own

country.
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CHAPTER I
SUBJECT OF THE FIRST BOOK

Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains.
Many a one believes himself the master of others, and
yet he is a greater slave than they. How has this
change come about ? I do not know. What can render?
it legitimate?* I believe that I can settle® this question.

If I considered only force and the results that proceed*
from it, I should say that so long as a people is com-
pelled® to obey and does obey it does well; but that,
so soon as it can shake 6ff the yoke® and does shake it
off, it does better; for, if men recover their freedom by
virtue of the same right by which it was taken away,
either they are justified in resuming it, or there was no
.Justification for depriving them of it. But the social
order” is a sacred® right which serves as a foundation for
all others. This right however, does not come from
nature. It is therefore based on conventions.” The
question is to know what these conventions are. = Before
coming to that, I must establish what I have just laid
down.

LOEfE 2 Sk 3 MRYE. 4 WIS 5 BBE. 6 UE 7 W
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CHAPTER 11
PRIMITIVE SOCIETIES

The earliest of all societies, and the only natural one,
is the family; yet children remain attached to their
father only so long as they have need of him for their
own preservation.® As soon as this need ceases, the
natural bond® is dissolved.®* The children being freed
from the obedience which they owed to their father, and
the father from the cares which he owed to his children,
become equally independent. If they remain united, it
is no longer naturally but voluntarily;* and the family
itself is kept together only by convention.

This common liberty is a consequence of man’s nature.
His first law is to attend to his own preservation, his
first cares are those which he owes to himself; and as
soon as he comes to years of discretion,® being sole®
judge of the means adapted for his own preservation, he
becomes his own master. .

The family is, then, if you will, the primitive model’
of political societies; the chief is the analogue® of the
father, while the people represent the children; and all,
being born free and equal, alienate® their liberty only
for their own advantage. The whole difference is that,
in the family, the father’s love for his children repays
him for the care that he bestows upon them; while, in
the State, the pleasure of ruling makes up for the chief’s
lack of love for his people.

Grotius®® denies that all human authority is estab-
lished for the benefit of the governed, and he cites

IR 2 BE#!YJ%’ 3. Qﬁ 4 BB 5. FHIBREH 2R
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4 THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

slavery as an instance. His invariable' mode of reason-
ing is to establish right by fact. -A-juster method might
be employed, but none more favorable to tyrants.?

It is doubtful, then, according to Grotius, whether the
human race belongs to a hundred men. or whether these
hundred men belong to the human race; and he appears
throughout his book to incline to the former opinion,
which is also that of Hobbes.” In this way we have
mankind divided like herds* of cattle, each of which has
a master, who looks after it in order to devour® .t.

Just as a herdsman is superior in nature to his herd,
so chiefs, who are the herdsmen of men, are superior in
nature to their people. Thus, according to Philo’s®
account, the Emperor Caligula® reasoned, inferring truly
enough from this analogy that kings are gods, or that
men are brutes.

The reasoning of Caligula is tantamount® to that of
Hobbes and Grotius. Aristotle,® before them all, had
likewise said that men are not naturally equal, but that
some are born for slavery and others for dominion.*

Aristotle was right, but he mistook the effect for the

‘cause. Every man born in slavery is born for slavery;
nothing is more certain. Slaves lose everything in their
bonds, even the desire to escape from them. If, then,
there are slaves by nature, it is because there have been
slaves contrary to nature. The first slaves were made
such by force; their cowardice kept them in pondage.
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CHAPTER III
THE RIGHT OF THE STRONGEST

The strongest man is never strong enough to be
always master, unless he transforms' his power into
right, and obedience into duty. Hence the right of the
strongest—a right apparently assumed in irony,” and
really established in principle. But will this phrase
never be explained to us? Force is a physical power;
I do not see what morality can resalt from its effects.
To yield to force is an act of necessity, not of will; it is
at most an act of prudence.* In what sense can it be a
duty?

Let us assume for a moment this pretended* right. I
say that nothing results from it but inexplicable® non-
sense; for if force constitutes right, the effect changes
with the cause, and any force which overcomes the first
succeeds to its rights. As soon as men can disobey
with impunity,® they may do so legitimately; and since -
the strongest is always in the right, the only thing is to
act in such a way that one may be the strongest. But
what sort of a right isit that perishes when force ceases?
If i* is necessary to obey by compulsion,” there is no
need to obey from duty; and if men are no longer forced
to obey, obligation is at an end. We see, then, that
this word r#ght adds nothing to force; it here means
nothing at all.

Obey the powers that be. If that means, Yield® to
force, the precept® is good but superfluous;* I reply
that it will never be violated. All power comes from
God, I admit; but every disease comes from him too;

LR 2 BIE 3 R 4 BE s Ry 6 B 7 M
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6 THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

does it follow that we are prohibited from calling in a
physician?* If a brigand® should surprise me in the
recesses® of a wood, am I bound not only to give up my
purse when forced, but am I also morally bound to do
so when I might conceal it? For, in effect, the pistol
which he holds is a superior force.

Let us agree, then, that might does not make right,
and that we are bound to obey none but lawful authori-
ties. Thus my original question ever recurs.*

OB 2 R 3 BR 4 HEENR



CHAPTER IV
SLAVERY

Since no man has any natural authority over his
fellow men, and since force is not the source of right,
conventions remain as the basis of ail lawful authority
among men.

If an individual, says Grotius; can alienate his liberty
and become the slave of a master, why should not a
whole people be able to alienate theirs, and become
subject to a king? In this there are many equivocal®
terms requiring explanation; but let us confine ourselves
to the word alienate. To alienate is to give or sell.
Now, a man who becomes another’s siave does not give
himself; he sells himself at the very least for his sub-
sistence:®* But why does a nation sell itself? So far
from a king supplying his subjects with their sub-
sistence, he draws his from them; and, according to
Rabelais,® a king does not live on a little. Do subjects,
then, give up their persons on condition that their .
property also shall be taken? I do not see what is left
for them to keep.

To say that a man gives himself for nothing is to say
what is absurd and inconceivable;* such an act is illegiti-
mate and invalid,’ for the simple reason that he who
performs it is not in his right mind, To say the same
thing of a whole nation is to suppose a nation of fools;
and madness does not confer rights.

Even if each person could alienate himself, he could
not alienate his children ; they are born free men; their
liberty belongs to them, and no one has a right to
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