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List of Abbreviations

Note: in many cases context-specific abbreviations occur, and are explained, in only
one chapter each. Such uses have not been repeated in this list, which aims to give
frequently mentioned or otherwise unexplained abbreviations, especially bearing in
mind the non-UK reader.

AF Assessment Focus (specification of skills or learning achievements)

AO Assessment Objectives (listed abilities requiring to be demonstrated)

APP Assessing Pupils’ Progress (part of an official initiative to improve
learning)

AQA  Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (examination board)

AS (GCE) Advanced Subsidiary (first part of Advanced Level course, post-
age 16)

A2 (GCE) Advanced-level qualification at the second and final stage,
following AS

Becta British Educational Communications and Technology Agency

BFI British Film Institute

CPD Continuing Professional Development

CLC City Learning Centre (ICT centres open to schools and local
community groups)

CSE Certificate of Secondary Education

DARTS Directed Activities Related to Texts

DES  Department of Education and Science

DfE Department for Education

DfEE  Department for Education and Employment

DfES  Department for Education and Skills

DCSF Department for Children, Schools and Families

Xix
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ECM
FE
GCE
GCSE

Gand T
GTP
HMI
HMSO
ICT

ITT

JCeQ
KS2
KS3
KS4

NATE
NC
NLS
NOF
NQT
Ofsted
PE
PGCE
PLASC
RSC
QCA
QTS
SAT

SEN
TESOL

English as an additional language (those whose first language may
not be English)

Every Child Matters (official initiative on inclusion)
Further Education

General Certificate of Education (awarded post-16)
General Certificate of Secondary Education (usually awarded at 16
years of age)

Gifted and Talented (of pupils)

Graduate Teacher Programme

Her Majesty’s Inspectors (of education)

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office (publishing house)
Information and Communications Technology

Initial Teacher Training

Interactive Whiteboard

Joint Council for Qualifications

Key Stage 2 (ages 7-11)

Key Stage 3 (ages 11-14)

Key Stage 4 (ages 14-16)

Local Authority (for the provision of education)

National Association for the Teaching of English

National Curriculum

National Literacy Strategy

National Opportunities Fund

Newly Qualified Teacher

Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills
Physical Education

Postgraduate Certificate of Education

Pupil Level Annual School Census

Royal Shakespeare Company

Qualifications and Curriculum Authority

Qualified Teacher Status

Standardised Attainment Test (formerly known as standard
assessment task)

Special Educational Needs

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

Training and Development Agency for Schools



Contents

Notes on contributors
List of abbreviations

Introduction: The Book and How to Use It
Stephen Clarke and Paul Dickinson

Official demands and professional practice
Ideal outcomes

Turning understanding into practical craft
Needs analysis

Using the materials

Sections

The template

A note on terminology

SECTION 1 HISTORIES, IDEOLOGIES AND VALUES
OF ENGLISH

1 Developments in English
Paul Dickinson

Context

Influence of national policy
English at the start of the twentieth century
English and the inter-war years

The language and literature debate

= 0 O \O ~] N bW

—_

13

15

15
18
20
20
20



vi

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO BECOMING AN ENGLISH TEACHER

Government intervention

The implementation of a national curriculum for English

A broad curriculum

Links with the Framework for Secondary English
Pedagogic approaches
Cross-curricular opportunities

Masters in Teaching and Learning
Professional practice
Activities

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3

Activity 4

Planning and Progression
Jo Westbrook

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Planning an individual lesson
Importance of the task
Differentiation
Medium-term planning — six weeks
Referencing the NC and the Framework for
Secondary English
Progression
Further criteria in planning
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2

Assessment
Stepben Clarke

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
General
Monitoring for progress as readers and speakers
Assessing writing
Young writers as assessors
Assessing reading

21
23
25
26
27
29
31
31
32
32
32
32
32

34

34
35
36
36
37
38
42

44
48
49
49
50
50
51
51
51
51
51

53

53
55
56
56
57
58
61
62



CONTENTS vii

Professional practice 63
Activities 64
Activity 1 64
Activity 2 64

4 Diversities within English: an Inclusive Approach 66

Jo Westbrook

Context 66
Whom are we talking about? 66
Discourses over time 69

Current discourse, identity and the role of the English teacher 70

Links to the National Curriculum 71

Pedagogic approaches 72
Redressing inequalities of race and class through language and text 72
Overcoming social and cultural gaps 74
Gendered constructions of texts and pedagogy 75

Cross-curricular opportunities 76

Activities 77
Activity 1 27
Activity 2 77
Activity 3 77

Professional practice 77
Professional attributes 77
Professional knowledge and understanding 78
Professional skills 78

5 Personalised Learning and Multi-agency Working 79

Louise Gazeley

Context 79
Links to the National Curriculum 81
Pedagogic approaches 82
The role of parents 82
Class size and ‘sets’ 83
Disaffected pupils 84
Schools versus schools 85
Children in care 86
Professionals and parents 87
Cross-curricular opportunities 87
Professional practice 88
Professional attributes 88
Professional knowledge and understanding 89
Professional skills 89
Activities 90
Activity 1 90
Activity 2 90
Activity 3 90

Activity 4 90



viii THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO BECOMING AN ENGLISH TEACHER

SECTION 2 LANGUAGE, USE AND VARIETIES 93
6 Speaking and Listening 95
Julia Sutherliand
Context 95
Dialogic talk 95
Vygotsky’s view of the development of thought through speech 97
Group talk 98
Speaking ‘correctly’ 98
Links to the National Curriculum 100
Pedagogic approaches 100
Whole-class talk 100
Group and pair talk 102
Cross-curricular approaches 104
Professional practice 105
Professional attributes 105
Professional knowledge and understanding 105
Professional skills 105
Activities 106
Activity 1 106
Activity 2 106
Activity 3 106
7 English Language, Grammar and Functional English 108

Stephen Clarke

Context 108
Links to the National Curriculum 110
Pedagogic approaches 111
General principles 111
Sounds and representations of sounds 112
Grammar 113
Punctuation 115
Functional English 116
Cross-curricular opportunities 117
Professional practice 118
Professional attributes 118
Professional knowledge and understanding 118
Professional skills 118
Activities 119
Activity 1 119
Activity 2 119

8 Spelling 120

Stephen Clarke

Context 120
Links to the National Curriculum 121



CONTENTS ix

Pedagogic approaches 122
Prior assessment 122
Strategies for instilling spelling confidence 124
Conversations about spelling 124
Particular techniques 126
Monitoring and assessing 128

Cross-curricular opportunities 128

Professional practice 129

Activities 129
Activity 1 129
Activity 2 130

9 Teaching in Multilingual Classrooms 131

Jenny Verney

Context 131
Broad policy 131
Subject knowledge: definitions 133
Practice: asking for help 133

Links to the National Curriculum 134

Pedagogic approaches 135
Part 1 The four stages of language acquisition 135
Part 2 Strategies for a successful multilingual classroom 137

Professional practice 142
Professional attributes 142
Professional knowledge and understanding 142
Professional skills 142

Activities 142
Activity 1 142
Activity 2 144
Activity 3 144

SECTION 3 READERS, WRITERS AND TEXTS 145
10 Developing Reading in the English Classroom 147

Val Fraser

Context 147

Links to the National Curriculum 148

Pedagogic approaches 149
The reading process: making it visible 149
The psychology of reading 149
The importance of developing word-level reading

skills, underpinned by language comprehension 150
Reading readiness: behaving like a reader 150
Government intervention in the teaching of reading 150
Teaching reading development 152

DARTS activities 152



11

12

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO BECOMING AN ENGLISH TEACHER

Ways of reading whole texts in the secondary
English classroom
Group reading
Guided reading
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2
Activity 3

Wider Reading
Jo Westbrook

Context
The new literacy environment
What happens when we read a whole novel?
Inference-making as the route to comprehension
Reading more complex narratives at secondary school
Text: fiction and non-fiction
School-based and home-based literacy patterns
Getting hold of books at school
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Wider reading in the English classroom: a thematic
approach
Wider reading: the pleasure of the text
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2

Writing
Julia Sutherland and Jeff Wilkinson

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Reading, writing and genre
Creative and collaborative writing
Gendered aspects of writing and ICT

154
155
156
157
157
157
157
158
158
158
158
159

161

161
161
162
163
163
164
165
166
166
167

167
169
171
171
171
171
171
172
172
172

174

174
177
179
179
179
180



CONTENTS

Assessing pupils’ writing
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2

13 Teaching Poetry
Stephen Clarke

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2

SECTION 4 DRAMA, MEDIA AND SHAKESPEARE

14 Introducing Media: Multi-modal Texts in English
Keith Perera

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Deconstructing magazine covers — textual analysis
Designing a video game — pre-production
Making a teen drama — practical
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2
Activity 3

15 English and ICT
Paul Dickinson and Guy Merchant

Xi

181
182
182
182
183
184
184
184
185

187

187
188
189
195
196
196
197
197
198
198
198

201

203

203
204
206
208
210
212
213
214
214
214
214
215
215
215
215

217



xii

16

17

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO BECOMING AN ENGLISH TEACHER

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Managing ICT in the classroom
Writing and composing
Transforming text
Reading text
Presentation
Multi-authored text
Resources
Assessment spreadsheets
Databases
ICT and new literacies
Resourcing ICT
Keeping safe
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2
Activity 3
Activity 4

Doing Drama
Mick Connell

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Imagination
Enactment
Sense of audience
Ground rules and protocols
Twenty practical approaches to drama in English
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities

Shakespeare
Stephen Clarke

Context
Links to the National Curriculum

217
219
220
221
221
221
222
222
222
223
224
224
224
225
225
226
226
226
227
227
227
227
228
228
229

231

231
233
233
233
234
234
235
236
240
241
241
241
241
241

243

243
245



CONTENTS

Pedagogic approaches
Basis of a practical approach
Starting with a fragment
Extending the range
From reading to writing
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2
Activity 3

SECTION 5 ENGLISH 14-19

18

19

Critical Literacy and Literary Theory
Jobn Moss

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Critical literacy and the disruption of
intoxicated reading
Critical literacy in the classroom and community
Teaching and learning with literacy theory
Meaning located in readers
Meaning located in contexts
Meaning located in texts
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2

AS/A2 English Language
Matthew Beggs

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Structuring the way the teaching is organised
Grammar in the specification
Textual analysis
Theory: child language acquisition

xiii

245
245
247
249
251
252
253
253
253
254
254
254
254
255

257

259

260
261
262

262
263
265
265
266
267
268
270
270
270
271
271
271
272

273

273
274
275
275
276
277
278



Xiv

20

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO BECOMING AN ENGLISH TEACHER

Debates areas
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Activities

Activity 1

Activity 2

Activity 3

Activity 4

AS/A2 English Literature
Nick Hall

Context
Links to the National Curriculum
Pedagogic approaches
Examination requirements and the division of teaching
Approaches to the teaching
Writing your way into critical understanding
Assessing as part of teaching
Teaching writing
Beyond the classroom walls
Cross-curricular opportunities
Professional practice
Professional attributes
Professional knowledge and understanding
Professional skills
Activities
Activity 1
Activity 2
Activity 3

SECTION 6 DEVELOPING AND RESEARCHING
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

21

Research Methodologies for the English Classroom
Jo Westbrook

Context
Research paradigms: methodology
Getting your focus
Considering research design
The literature review: informing your approach
Research methods
Using a research journal
Ethical considerations
Research timetable
Preparing data for analysis

279
281
282
284
284
284
285
285

288

288
289
290
290
292
293
293
294
296
297
297
297
298
298
299
299
299
300

301

303

304
304
305
306
308
309
314
314
314
315



