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Preface

The purpose of this book is to make readily available to a wide audience
interested in nuclear questions a group of “classic” statements on nuclear
strategy and arms control. Our working definition of “classic” is: everything
changed because the statement was made, or the statement embodied the
beliefs of many people in and out of government.

Wherever possible, statements by civilian and military leaders have been
used. It is they who, on our behalf, daily grapple with and bear the moral
weight of decisions about nuclear war and arms control. As the book reveals,
they are conscious of the great responsibilities they carry and have brought
a seriousness and dedication to their work that sometimes are lost in the
heat of controversy about the subject of their labors.

The opinions of academics and other analysts play a vital part in the
development and correction of the views and actions of Western policymakers.
A number of classic academic statements are included in the book. More
will be found in the sources included in the bibliography at the end of
each chapter.

A large place has been reserved in the book for statements by Soviet
political and military leaders. Too often nuclear questions are discussed and
the most far-reaching conclusions reached as if the entire issue were an
internal U.S., or at most, Western concern and the Soviet government had
no firm and consequential views on the subject. Not only is this not the
case, but from the beginning of our nuclear era Soviet leaders have approached
nuclear strategy in ways fundamentally different from those followed by
U.S. leaders. That the Soviet approach is so different makes it all the more
important to consider what Soviet leaders have thought and written about
nuclear war and arms control, rather than to work from secondary sources.

The idea for the book came from a class—Nuclear Weapons and Arms
Control—started three years ago and still being taught by P. Edward Haley,
a political scientist, and Jack Merritt, a physicist, with the assistance of
David M. Keithly. The three of us soon discovered the interest of our
students in these kinds of statements and the useful role they could play

xxi



xxii Preface

in stimulating discussion and understanding. We also quickly realized how
difficult and time-consuming it was to assemble them all and make them
available. Taken together these two observations made clear that we had a
book.

But that was not all. As our editing chores progressed, it became clear
to us that the book might serve an even more important purpose outside
the classroom. An alarming misunderstanding has developed between the
general public, including members of the antinuclear movement, and the
civilians and soldiers who bear official and personal responsibility for national
defense. The public, particularly those actively concerned with nuclear
weapons, tend to releggte nuclear policymakers to one or another demeaning
category: foolish, criminal, or insane. In response, the policymakers sometimes
view the activists as ignorant busybodies meddling with vital and dangerous
matters that they do not understand.

If both groups keep this view of each other, political and military paralysis
is the likely result. There is common ground: Both groups desperately wish
to avoid nuclear war. Yet how many nuclear activists know or would believe
that Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara is convinced that he persuaded
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson in the early 1960s never to initiate nuclear
war? On the other side, how many policymakers will accept that nuclear
strategy is not a priestly calling, that although complex, its intricacies can
be grasped by bright and determined lay_people—and their ranks include
Nobel laureates—who in turn might have something of value to contribute
to US. ai lied strategy? It thus became clear that our second major
purpose was to provide a book that could bridge the gap in outlook and
understanding between activists and officials, between—in Freeman Dyson’s
words—warriors and victims.

The warm response of Fred Praeger and Miriam Gilbert to the book
shortened the time to publication. However, it is obvious that a book of
this kind is never really finished. The worldwide concern with its subject
matter and the technological, political, and military factors driving the arms
race continue to produce major changes in every area covered and in many
we were obliged to omit or cover only in the bibliography. We realize that
we have made a beginning only, and we cordially invite our readers to send
us their comments and recommendations regarding additional or alternate
“classics.” ~

We thank Laura Anderson, Libby Barstow, Joan Edgar, Anita Elsbee,
Alice Levine, Gwendolyn Lohman, Ruth Palmer, and the students in Political
Science 138 for their assistance in the preparation of this book.

P. Edward Haley
David M. Keithly
Jack Merritt
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