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‘ ‘ [ elcome to the second Internet Edition
of this textbook (the Ninth Edition for
those using the traditional metric). The potential
of the Internet has been realized, offering stu-
dents an opportunity to gain real benefits from
going online. Hence, this edition includes two
extensive sets of online activities. One set offers
the opportunity to use real data to explore real
sociological issues. The other gives access to cur-
rent articles and studies on topics central to spe-
cific chapters, as well as related information and
critical thinking questions on the companion
Web site, www.socstark9.com
To let students try their hands at doing real
sociology, I designed my own site (the actual pro-
gramming was done by David Simmons). As will
be obvious from a glance at the complete step-
by-step instructions, provided at the end of
Chapter 1, no assistance or supervision will be
needed to use the Web site—hundreds of my stu-
dents have already done so with no trouble at all.
At the end of each chapter in the text (except
for Chapter 20), students are given specific ques-
tions and directed to examine specific data bear-
ing on major issues or principles developed in the
chapter. Three professional-quality data sets are
provided. One of these offers a selection of items
from the 2000 General Social Survey (the most
recent one available as the book goes to press).
Whenever a student selects a particular variable,
such as “political activism,” the software within
the site will cross-tabulate it automatically with
eight background factors: age, education, sex,
race, income, region, religion, and political party.
The software also provides a written interpreta-
tion of each table, including whether or not it is
significant. In this way, students rapidly learn to
read cross-tabulations without really knowing
that they are doing so.

Preface

A second data set is based on the fifty states.
When a student selects a variable—suicide rates,
for example—the software will create a color-
coded map and also will provide a list showing
the actual rate for each state, ranking them from
highest to lowest. A third set is based on the 174
nations having populations of 200,000 or more.
Here again, all students must do is select a vari-
able, and the software will produce both a map
and a ranked list.

The value of these assignments rests on the
fact that everything is 7es/: Students explore real
questions using real data and get real results. For
students who would like more substantial experi-
ence in doing sociology, I suggest my workbook
Doing Sociology: A Global Perspective, also pub-
lished by Wadsworth. This workbook includes
seven data sets and provides an opportunity to
use additional analysis techniques such as corre-
lation—the actual analysis software is included.

InfoTrac College Edition

Just as students now can go online to do sociol-
ogy, they also can search the periodical literature
for articles that expand discussions in each chap-
ter by using the well-known InfoTrac College
Edition system. Because InfoTrac College Edi-
tion charges a substantial fee per student user,
Wadsworth can provide individual access codes
only to those who purchase new copies of the
textbook. InfoTrac College Edition gives stu-
dents access to all issues published since 1988 by
thousands of periodicals. It enables them to
search for articles on specific topics. Having
identified a set of articles, students can then bring
up each and select one or more to read—they can
even print them out for study. Several useful
search terms are provided at the end of each
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chapter. It also enables students to search for spe-
cific articles. To take advantage of this relatively
new feature, I have added specific article citations
to the end of many chapters, along with a variety
of related information and questions on the com-
panion Web site.

New to This Edition

In addition to these online applications, I have
updated the book in the usual ways—supplying
the latest statistics, substituting new studies for
old, and dropping less essential materials to make
room for new areas of research activity. Exam-
ples include an entirely new section on divorce
and remarriage; a new discussion of the complex
relationship between religion and morality; an
examination of the rather poor showing by
American 15-year-olds on achievement tests
when compared with their peers in 25 other na-
tions; a section on home-schooling; and a discus-
sion of the “law of constant travel time,” which
shows that even in ancient societies people will
move closer to their work if their commute time
exceeds about thirty minutes each way. The
many other changes are less dramatic, consisting
of a new paragraph or pages inserted or substituted
through the book, but together they make the
book better than ever.

As noted in previous editions, I am over-
whelmed by the generosity of my colleagues
across North America, who have volunteered so
many useful suggestions. I thank each of you for
taking the time to write.

However, if I was surprised by the supportive
and valuable mail I received from sociologists, I
remain absolutely astonished at the number of
students who write to me. It seems clear from
their comments that the reason hundreds of
them have written is because the “over-the-
shoulder” style lets students recognize that soci-
ology is a human activity and that by writing to
me they can participate. Not only have I greatly
enjoyed these letters, but several brought new
material to my attention—one letter even caused
me to write a new chapter on gender.

I think this level of student response justifies
my initial decision to break some norms of col-
lege textbook writing. Most textbooks take pains
to sound as if they had no authors but were com-
posed during endless committee meetings.
Moreover, human beings are equally indistinct
within most texts; the books present a field as
consisting mainly of printed matter—of papers

and books, of principles and findings. This mis-
leads students about the real nature of scholarly
disciplines, which consist not of paper but of
people. Moreover, a Nobel laureate once told me
that if, after the first ten minutes of the first day
of introductory physics, his students didn’t know
that people go into science primarily because it’s
fun, he would consider himself a failure as a
teacher.

So this is a book with a voice, in which a soci-
ologist addresses students directly and describes
the activities of a bunch of living, breathing
human beings who are busy being sociologists
for the fun of it. Moreover, it attempts to show
students that the single most important scientific
act is not to propose answers but to ask ques-
tions—to wonder. As I let students look over the
shoulders of sociologists, be they Emile Durk-
heim or Kingsley Davis, I want students to first
see them wondering—asking why something is
as it is. Then I want students to see how they
searched for and formulated an answer. For, as
an advertising copywriter might put it, I want
students to realize that sociology can be a verb as
well as a noun.

Point of View

and Approach

Sociologists considering a textbook often ask
what “kind” or “brand” of sociology it reflects.
What are the author’s theoretical and method-
ological commitments? I find some difficulty
framing a satisfactory answer to such questions
because I don’t think T have a brand. First of all,
my fundamental commitment is to sociology as a
social science. Hence, I want to know how soci-
eties work and why, not to document a perspec-
tive. Moreover, in constructing sociological
theories, I am a dedicated, even reckless, eclec-
tic. Competing theoretical sociologies persist, in
part, not only because they tend to talk past one
another but also because each can explain some
aspect of social life better than the others can.
Therefore, in my own theoretical writing, I tend
to take anything that seems to work from what-
ever school can provide it. This textbook does
much the same, but with care to point out which
elements are being drawn from which theoreti-
cal tradition.

I also have not written a book that favors ei-
ther micro- or macrosociology. Both levels of
analysis are essential to any adequate sociology.
Where appropriate, the chapters are structured



to work from the micro- to the macrolevel of
analysis. And the book itself works from the most
microtopics to the most macro.

Methodologically, the text is equally eclectic.
In my own research, I have pursued virtually
every known technique—participant observa-
tion, survey research, historical and comparative
analysis, demography, human ecology, even ex-
periments. My belief, made clear in the book, is
that theories and hypotheses determine what
methods are appropriate (within practical and
moral limits). That is why there is not one chap-
ter devoted to methods and only one devoted to
theory. Instead, Chapter 3 first introduces basic
elements of microtheories and then demon-
strates how such theories are tested through ex-
periments and participant observation. Chapter
4 introduces social structure within the context
of survey research methods. The chapter then as-
sesses basic elements of major macroschools of
sociological theory and concludes with an ex-
tended example of testing macrotheories through
comparative research using societies as units of
analysis. Throughout the book, the interplay of
theory and research is demonstrated rather than
asserted. No sooner do readers meet a theory
than they see it being tested.

Countless publishers have stressed to me that
introductory sociology textbooks, unlike texts
in other fields, must not have an integrated struc-
ture. Because sociologists, I am told, have idiosyn-
cratic, fixed notions about the order of chapters,
books must easily permit students to read them
in any order. That would be a poor way to use
this book. The fact is that later chapters build on
earlier ones. To do otherwise would have forced
me to eliminate some of sociology’s major
achievements or else to write a book that repeats
itself each time basic material is elaborated or
built upon. Clearly, some jumping around is pos-
sible—the institutions chapters work well
enough in any order (and could even be omitted
without harming subsequent chapters)—but the
basic ordering of the major parts of the book is
organic. Thus, for example, the chapter on so-
cialization expands upon material already pre-
sented in the biology chapter. And the discussion
of theories of intergroup relations in Chapter 11
is basic to the examination of models of urban
segregation taken up in Chapter 19. In my judg-
ment, textbooks can be highly flexible only at the
risk of being superficial (imagine a chemistry
book with chapters that could be read in any
order).

Study Aids

To assist readers, each chapter ends with a com-
plete review glossary that includes concepts and
principles. For example, the glossary for the pop-
ulation chapter includes not only such concepts
as “birth cohort” and “crude birthrate” but also a
succinct restatement of “Malthusian theory” and
of “demographic transition theory.” The glossary
is ordered in the same way as the chapters, so it
serves to summarize and review the chapter.

Anyone who reads all of the books and arti-
cles recommended for further reading will know
a lot of sociology. To choose them, T asked my-
self what I had read that was of broad interest and
had helped me to write the chapter. Obviously,
did not think anyone would rush out and read
them all. But students attracted by a particular
topic may find useful follow-up reading provided
in these suggestions. I also have found these
works useful in composing lectures.

Supplements
for Instructors

Instructor’s Resource Manual. This supple-
ment offers instructors chapter-specific lecture
outlines, suggestions to facilitate in-class discus-
sion, student activities, and suggestions for fur-
ther readings.

Test Bank. The test bank includes 100 multiple-
choice questions and fifteen to twenty true-false
questions, all with answers and page references,
plus ten short answer questions for each chapter.

Exam View Customized Testing. Create, de-
liver, and customize tests and study guides (both
print and online) in minutes with this easy-to-use
assessment and tutorial system.

Wadsworth’s Introduction to Sociology Trans-
parency Acetates. A selection of four-color
acetates is available to help prepare lecture
presentations.

Multimedia Presentation Manager for Sociol-
ogy. The easy way to great multimedia lectures!
This one-stop digital library and presentation
tool helps you assemble, edit, and present cus-
tom lectures. The CD-ROM brings together art
(figures, tables, photos) from the text itself, pre-
assembled Microsoft PowerPoint lecture slides,
and CNN video clip. You can use the materials
as they are or add your own materials for a truly
customized lecture presentation.

PREFACE
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Microsoft PowerPoint Slides. Available free to
adopters, this book-specific PowerPoint presen-

tation can be viewed and downloaded from our
Web site at

http://sociology.wadsworth.com/instructor/

A user name and password are available from
your Wadsworth/Thomson Learning sales
representative.

Demonstrating Sociology CD-ROM: Show-
Case Presentational Software. This software
package allows instructors to analyze data live in
the classroom. Using the powerful yet easy-to-
use statistical analysis package, professors can
show students how sociologists ask and answer
questions using sociological data. An accompa-
nying resource book provides detailed “scripts”
for using ShowCase in class.

Teaching Tips for Introductory Sociology.
This booklet contains tips on course goals and
syllabi, lecture preparation, exams, class exer-
cises, research projects, and course evaluations.
It is an invaluable tool for first-time instructors
of the introductory course and for veteran in-
structors in search of new ideas.

Videos for the Classroom

CNN Today Videos: Sociology, Volumes I-V.
The CNN Today Videos: Sociology is an exclu-
sive series jointly created by Wadsworth and
CNN for the introduction to sociology course.
Each video in the series consists of approximately
forty-five minutes of footage originally broadcast
on CNN within the last several years and se-
lected specifically to illustrate important socio-
logical concepts.

Video Lecture Launchers. An exclusive offer-
ing jointly created by Wadsworth/ Thomson and
DALLAS TeleLearning, this video contains a
collection of video highlights taken from the
Exploring Society: An Introduction to Sociology Tele-
course (formerly the Sociological Imagination). Each
brief video segment has been especially chosen
to enhance and enliven class lectures and discus-
sion of key topics covered in any introductory
sociology text.

America’s New War: CNN Looks at Terror-
ism. This great discussion starter includes
16 two- to five-minute segments featuring CNN
news footage, commentator remarks, and speeches
dealing with terrorist attacks on U.S. targets

throughout the world. Topics include anthrax
and biological warfare, new security measures,
Osama bin Laden, Al Qaeda, asset freezing,
homeland defense, renewed patriotism, new
weapons of terrorism, the bombing of U.S. em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania, the American psy-
che, and the Arab-American response to recent
events. Special adoption conditions apply.

Supplements for Students

Virtual Explorations CD-ROM. The award-
winning Virtual Explorations introduce students
to many of the exciting resources for sociology
available on the World Wide Web. Students are
directed to important Websites where they eval-
uate or analyze the information presented. Stu-
dents are then asked an in-depth series of
questions about the information presented and
can email their responses to the instructor of
their course. The Web sites represent a broad
range: official U.S. and U.N. sites, academic
sites, advocacy sites, and others. The explo-
rations on the CD-ROM are dynamically illus-
trated with enriching photos, videos, charts, and
graphs. This CD also describes and links stu-
dents to the text’s companion Web site, where
they can study the material from Stark’s text
with a large assortment of resources, including
practice quizzes. Students are also linked directly
to MicroCase Online, to InfoTrac College Edi-
tion, and to CNN videos for each chapter of
the text.

Student Study Guide. This student study tool
includes a detailed chapter summary, learning
objectives, a detailed chapter outline, a list of key
terms and key research studies with page refer-
ences to the text, and InfoTrac College Edition
exercises for each chapter. The guide also con-
tains practice tests with twenty-five to thirty
multiple-choice and ten true-false questions, all
with answers and page references to the text, as
well as ten short-answer questions.

Understanding Society: An Introductory
Reader. This collection emphasizes articles that
students will both understand and find intrigu-
ing. Tt is less rigid than the other readers now on
the market and includes articles with a variety of
styles and perspectives—a global perspective is
apparent throughout. Like the text, this reader
has a strong focus on diversity. The book also
features more current research than the competi-
tors. And the book presents a balance of classic



and contemporary readings that professors
teaching the course find important.

Ten Questions: A Sociological Perspective,
Fifth Edition. This brief book employs a unique
approach to introducing and examining sociolog-
ical principles by posing and answering in each
chapter questions such as, “What does it mean to
be human?” “Are human beings free?” and “Why
is there misery in the world?” The book exam-
ines the philosophies of classical sociologists such
as Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Mead, and Berger
and looks at how the field of sociology has ap-
proached these questions over the past 150 years.

Wadsworth Classic Readings in Sociology,
Third Edition. This best-selling reader contains
a series of classic articles written by key sociolo-
gists that will complement any introductory so-
ciology textbook and serve as a foundation by
giving students the opportunity to read original
works that teach the fundamental ideas of sociol-
ogy. Priced right as a stand-alone and free when
bundled with our introductory texts, this brief
reader is a convenient and painless way to bring
the “great thinkers” to students.

Sociological Footprints: Introductory Read-
ings in Sociology, Ninth Edition. The primary
objective of this anthology is to provide a link be-
tween theoretical sociology and everyday life by
presenting a comprehensive balance of classical,
contemporary, popular, and multicultural articles
and sociological studies.

Sociological Odyssey: Contemporary Read-
ings in Sociology, First Edition. This reader
speaks to the common issues of the introductory
course. It includes articles that are contemporary
in nature, based on new research, and demon-
strate the new sociological issues in the world
today. There are also articles that are near to stu-

dents’ experiences, highly readable, and based on

the everyday concerns that influence their lives.

Applied Sociology: Topics, Terms, Tools, and
Tasks. This concise, user-friendly book by
award-winning sociology professor Stephen F.
Steele of Anne Arundel Community College and
Jammie Price of the University of North Car-
olina, Wilmington, addresses a common ques-
tion asked by many introductory sociology
students: “What can I do with sociology?” The
book introduces students to sociology as an ac-
tive and relevant way to understand human so-
cial interaction by offering a clear, direct linkage

between sociology and its practical use. It focuses
on the core concepts in sociology (terms and
topics), contemporary and practical skills used by
sociologists to investigate these concepts (tools),
and then contains concrete exercises for learning
and applying these skills (tasks). The book also
includes brief sections on using sociology to
make a difference in the community and on de-
veloping a career in sociology. Applied Sociology is
an ideal supplement to traditional sociology texts
that adds an applied component to your course.

Experiencing Poverty: Voices from the Bot-
tom. This reader is unique in its comprehensive
understanding of poverty, incorporating the ex-
periences of the impoverished in many situations,
including people who are homeless, housed,
working, nonworking, single, married, urban,
rural, born in the United States, first-generation
Americans, young, and old. Most significantly,
the crucial dimensions of inequality—race and
gender—are interwoven throughout the selected
readings.

Six Steps to Effective Writing in Sociology.
This free (when bundled) compact resource is in-
tended to embed strong writing skills in students
and prepare them for their academic and profes-
sional pursuits. The authors approach writing as
a series of skills to be applied at each stage of the
writing process: generating ideas, developing and
planning, drafting, revising, and editing. Sample
writing topics, examples, formats, and sample pa-
pers provide a complement to classroom instruc-
tion and discussion.

Student Guide to InfoTrac College Edition for
Sociology. This valuable guide consists of exer-
cises based on twenty-three core subjects vital to
the study of sociology. As students use
InfoTrac College Edition’s huge database of arti-
cles to complete the exercises, they learn to refine
their online research skills and strengthen their
understanding of important sociological concepts.

Terrorism: An Interdisciplinary Perspective,
Second Edition. The horrific terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, and the world’s subsequent
response to those acts have created a need for stu-
dents to better understand the nature of terror-
ism and the developments that may have lead to
its execution. We have drawn upon the expertise
of several Wadsworth Publishing criminal justice,
sociology, and anthropology textbook authors to
provide you with the most up-to-date essays
related to terrorism. The free Web site/booklet
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includes a background to terrorism, the history of
Middle Eastern terrorism, the intersection of reli-
gion and terrorism, the role of globalization, and
domestic responses and repercussions.

Census 2000: A Student Guide for Sociology,
Second Edition. Wadsworth has created Census
2000: A Student Guide for Sociology, Second
Edition, available to help instructors and stu-
dents keep up with the steady stream of Census
2000 material. The 2000 Census presents a
bounty of information and data key to under-
standing the changing nature of American soci-
ety. Keeping up with the flood of releases is a
major challenge for both teachers and students
alike. This guide contains a brief introduction to
the Census, important trends that the Census re-
veals, critical thinking exercises, test questions,
and a number of demographic graphs. The U.S.
Census is one of the largest data sets available to
the general public. Using this guide, you will be
more prepared to understand and to discover the
many ways in which the American demographic
landscape is changing.

Researching Sociology on the Internet, Sec-
ond Edition. Written by D. R. Wilson, Hous-
ton Baptist University, and David L. Carlson,
Texas A&M University, this guide is designed to
assist sociology students with doing research on
the Internet. Part One contains general informa-
tion necessary to get started and answers ques-
tions about security, the type of sociology material
available on the Internet, the information that is
reliable and the sites that are not, the best ways
to find research, and the best links to take stu-
dents where they want to go. Part Two looks at
each main discipline in the area of sociology and
refers students to sites where the most enlight-
ening research can be obtained.

Sociology Virtual Explorations Exercise
Workbook. Virtual Explorations, for which
Wadsworth is quickly becoming renowned, have
been printed and packaged for easy-to-use assign-
ments that students can turn in. Virtual Explo-
rations are highly developed Internet exercises
available on the Wadsworth Web site. The ex-
plorations lead students through specific ques-
tions relating to useful sites for each particular
chapter in your introductory sociology text. For
example, the U.S. Census site is very useful for
sociology. However, the site is enormous and
often difficult to navigate for a first-time user.
The explorations guide students through this
maze and enable, empower, and educate them to

“do” sociology. These powerful activities are an
excellent way to get your students involved in
and excited about your sociology course. Great
for online assignments!

Software and CD-ROM
for Students

Doing Sociology Software and Workbook,
Fourth Edition. This software/workbook pack-
age shows students what it takes to do real socio-
logical research, using the same data and
techniques as professional researchers. The step-
by-step approach in the workbook includes
explanations of basic research concepts and
methods, expanded exercises, and suggestions for
independent research projects, effectively guid-
ing students through the research process and
offering them a real sense of what sociologists do.
(Available for Windows 95 and DOS only).

Web-Based Resources
and Supplements

www.socstark9.com. Visit the specially de-
signed Web site for Sociology, Ninth Edition,
described in detail at the beginning of the pref-
ace. This unique Web site has been completely
tailored to the text through the extensive end-of-
chapter online exercises.

InfoTrac® College Edition. Four months of
free anywhere, anytime access to InfoTrac Col-
lege Edition, the online library, is automatically
packaged with this book. The new and improved
InfoTrac College Edition puts cutting-edge
research and the latest headlines at your students’
fingertips, giving them access to an entire online
library for the cost of one book! This fully
searchable database offers more than twenty
years’ worth of full-text articles (more than 10 mil-
lion) from almost 4,000 diverse sources, such as
academic journals, newsletters, and up-to-the-
minute periodicals including Time, Newsweek,
Science, Forbes, and USA Today.

Discovering Sociology: Using MicroCase
Explorlt, Second Edition. This best-selling
software-based workbook by Steven E. Barkan
lets students explore dozens of sociological top-
ics and issues, using data from the United States
and around the world. With the workbook and
accompanying Explorlt software and data sets,
students won'’t just read about what other sociol-
ogists have done; they will discover sociology for



themselves. Discovering Sociology will add an
exciting dimension to the introductory course.
(IBM-compatible only, Windows 95 or above.)

Doing Sociology: A Global Perspective, A
MicroCase Explorlt Workbook, Fourth Edi-
tion. This software/workbook package by top-
notch sociologist and best-selling author Rodney
Stark shows students what it takes to do real
sociological research, using the same data and
techniques as professional researchers. The
workbook’s step-by-step approach includes ex-
planations of basic research concepts and meth-
ods, expanded exercises, and suggestions for
independent research projects, effectively guid-
ing students through the research process and of-
fering them a real sense of what sociologists do.
(IBM-compatible only, Windows 95 or above.)

WebTutor Advantage for WebCT or Black-
board. WebTutor is a content-rich, Web-based
teaching and learning tool that helps students
succeed by taking the course beyond classroom
boundaries to an anywhere, anytime environ-
ment. WebTutor is rich with study and mastery
tools, communication tools, and course content.
Professors can use WebTutor to provide virtual
office hours, post your syllabi, set up threaded
discussions, track student progress with the quiz
material, and more.

MyCourse 2.0. Ask us about our new free online
course builder! Whether you want only the easy-
to-use tools to build it or the content to furnish
it, we offer a simple solution for a custom course
Web site that allows you to assign, track, and re-
port on student progress, load your syllabus, and
more. Contact your representative for details.

Online Chapters. Two online chapters are avail-
able to augment coverage of two important top-
ics in sociology today—school violence and the
environment. Visit the text’s companion Web site
for additional information on accessing these two
online chapters and bundling a printed version
of the chapters with the text.

Suburban Youth and School Violence ex-
plores the concept of youth culture and the
various sociological and criminological theo-
ries that postulate why youth become deviant.

Environmental Sociology examines such
topics as the development of environmental
sociology, social theory and the environment,
environmental issues and problems, and the
future of the environment.

PREFACE

Virtual Society: The Wadsworth Sociology
Resource Center
http://www.wadsworth.com/sociology

This Web site provides instructors and students
alike a wealth of free information and resources,
such as:

= Careers in Sociology

® Virtual Explorations in Sociology (now featur-
ing eighteen Virtual Explorations!)

Census 2000: A Student Guide for Sociology
= Terrorism: An Interdisciplinary Perspective
# Research Online

# MicroCase Online

# And so much more!

At Virtual Society, you will also find the Sociol-
ogy: Internet Edition Companion Web site. It
includes chapter-specific resources for instruc-
tors and students. For instructors, the compan-
ion site offers a password-protected instructor’s
manual, Microsoft PowerPoint presentation
slides, and more. For students, there is a multi-
tude of text-specific study aids. Some of these in-
clude:

= Tutorial practice quizzes that can be scored
and emailed to the instructor

= Internet links and exercises

@ InfoTrac College Edition exercises
© Flashcards

u Crossword puzzles

®  Chapter tutorials

# Learning objectives

# And much more!

To access all of these exciting text-specific Web
resources, go to Virtual Society: The Wadsworth
Sociology Resource Center at http://www.wadsworth.
com/sociology, click Companion Websites for
Students, and find the textbook cover.

Acknowledgments

I do not create this book by myself. For one
thing, I usually have a cat or two dozing on my
monitor, inspiring me by example to always take
a relaxed approach. In addition, I am helped in a
more direct way by some extraordinary people:
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