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PREFACE

EVEN years have elapsed since the appearance of the sec-
S ond edition of this history. To gain the space required
in volume two for the treatment of these momentous years, it
has been necessary to extend the terminal date of the first vol-
ume to 186r, the close of the Civil War. Thus for a second
time matter originally a part of the companion volume has
been carried back into volume one. Along with the rest of
volume one, this matter has been carefully revised by the un-
dersigned, but it remains at base the work of Professor Schles
inger. In their present form chapters twenty-three to thirty
four should be recognized as a joint product.

The extension of the terminal date has required some com-
pression in the discussion of the beginnings of the American
people, and the omission of most of the story of the European
background.

The preparation of the present edition presents the oppor-
tunity once more to incorporate in the references many signifi-
cant works of recent publication, and to rewrite the text to an
extent which justifies calling the edition a substantially new
work. Most of the maps have also been redrawn, and for the
first time illustrations are introduced. The adoption of a
new format is in keeping with these new features.

H. C. H.
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