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TABLES OMITTED — TABLEAUX SUPPRIMES

See Statistical Yearbook 1948 for:

Indexes of number of offences known to the
police: 1937-1946 (Table 151).

Indexes of number of persons convicted: 1937-
1946 (Table 152).

Persons convicted of major offences, index
numbers: 1937-1946 (Table 153).

Newspaper circulation: 1937-1947 (Table 157).

See Statistical Yearbook 1949-50 for:
Gross and net reproduction rates (Table 6).

See Statistical Yearbook 1957 for:
Crude marriage rates: 1930-1950 (Table 5).
Land use (Table 11),

See Statistical Yearbook 1952 for:
Benzol, production: 1932-1951 (Table 101).

Gross national expenditures, estimates: 1938, 1946—
1951 (Table 157).

See Statistical Yearbook 7953 for:

Railway rolling stock, production: 1933-1952
(Table 119).

Inland waterways, traffic: 1933-1952 (Table 143).

See Statistical Yearbook 7955 for:

Domestic credits of banks: 1929, 1933, 1937, 1950~
1954 (Table 161).

See Statistical Yearbook 1956 for: .
Railways: rolling stock: 1928, 1937, 1938, 1946-1955
(Table 136).

Wholesale prices of selected commodities: 1929, 1932,
1933, 1937, 1938, 1948-June 1956 (Table 158).

Voir Annuaire statistique 1948 pour:

Indices du nombre des infractions connues de la
police: 1937-1946 (tableau 151).

Indices du nombre d’individus condamnés:
1937-1946 (tableau 152).

Individus condamnés pour infractions graves,
indices: 1937-1946 (tableau 153).

Tirage des journaux: 1937-1947 (tableau 157).

Voir Annuaire statistique 1949-50 pour:
Taux bruts et nets de reproduction (tableau 6).

Voir Annuaire statistique 1957 pour:
Taux bruts de nuptialité: 1930-1950 (tableau 5).
Utilisation des terres (tableau 11).

Voir Annuaire statistique 1952 pour:
Benzol, production: 1932-1951 (tableau 101).

Dépenses nationales brutes, estimations: 1938, 1946-
1951 (tableau 157).

Voir Annuaire statistique 1953 pour:

Matériel de chemin de fer, production: 1933-1952
(tableau 119).

Voies navigables intérieures, trafic: 1933-1952
(tableau 143).

Voir Annuaire statistique 1955 pour:

Préts et placements intérieurs des banques:
1929, 1933, 1937, 1950-1954 (tableau 161).

Voir Annuaire statistique 1956 pour:
Chemins de fer: matériel roulant: 1928, 1937, 1938,
19461955 (tableau 136).

Prix de gros de certaines marchandises: 1929, 1932,
1933, 1937, 1938, 1948—juin 1956 (tableau 158).
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NOTE ON) SESORMMEETAREAS

As a general rule, the data presented in the Statistical Yearbook relate to territorial
units within their present de facto boundaries. Departures from this general rule are
noted in the tables except in a few cases where only pre-war data are shown or where
the influence of territorial change was negligible. However, with a view to providing
a more complete statistical picture, historical data for administrative entities not at
present existing have been included in some tables.

The form of statistical presentation in this Yearbook does not imply in any way
either official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations of the status or boun-
daries as listed or described. It was adopted solely for the purpose of providing a con-
venient geographic basis for the accompanying statistical series. The same qualification

applies equally to all notes and explanations concerning the geographic units for
which data are presented.

NOTE SUR LES REGIONS GEOGRAPHIQUES

D’une facon générale, les données présentées dans V' Annuaire statistique se rappor-
tent aux territoires limités par leurs frontiéres actuelles de facto. Les exceptions 2 cette
régle sont signalées dans les tableaux sauf dans quelques cas ot I'on n’indique que des
données d’avant-guerre ou encore lorsque les conséquences statistiques des modifications
de frontiéres sont négligeables. Néanmoins, afin d'obtenir un apercu statistique plus
complet, on a parfois inséré dans certains tableaux des renseignements historiques sur
des entités administratives n’existant pas actuellement.

Il ne peut étre conclu de la présentation statistique adoptée dans cet Annuaire que
les Nations Unies approuvent ou reconnaissent officiellement le statut ou les limites des
territoires énumérés ou décrits. Cette présentation n’a été adoptée que pour donner un
cadre géographique aux séries statistiques publiées. La méme réserve s’applique égale-
ment 3 toutes les notes et explications relatives aux pays qui figurent dans les tableaux.

EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS

Notapplicable ....... ... i i e
Data not available

.............................................................

Magnitude less than half of unit employed..............coooviiiiiiiiiiinan... { og

Provisional, preliminary or estimated figure................c.oiiiiiiiiinenein.n, *
Decimal figures are always preceded by a period (.).

Thousand and millions are separated by a space.

Figures not included in the grand totals are given in parentheses.

A fiscal or split year is indicated by a stroke (e.g. 1955/56).

Substantial breaks in the homogeneity of a series are indicated either by a hori-

zontal line across the column or by a vertical bar in a row of figures.

EXPLICATION DES SIGNES

Nom applicable ...
Données non disponibles... ... ... ..o oo
Quantité nulle (ou négligeable)

NPT . ‘s ., . 0
Quantité inférieure a la moitié de 'unité employée............................. g

Donnée provisoire ou estimation. .. ... .....viuiuniiiiiiinenin i,
Les décimales sont toujours précédées d'un point(.).

Les milliers et les millions sont séparés par un espace.

Les données non comprises dans le grand total sont indiquées entre parenthéses.
Une année fiscale est indiquée par un trait oblique, comme suit: 1955/56.

Les discontinuités dans 'homogénéité des séries sont indiquées soit par une ligne

LY

horizontale 2 travers la colonne soit par une barre verticale dans les rangées
de chiffres.
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This is the ninth issue of the United Nations Statistical
Yearbook. Like all the previous issues, it has been prepared
by the Statistical Office of the United Nations with the
generous co-operation of the national statistical offices and
with the assistance of the specialized agencies of the United
Nations and certain other intergovernmental bodies.

In the preparation of the present Yearbook, the national
statistical authorities throughout the world have more than
maintained their co-operation at the high level to which
reference was made in the Introduction to the two preceding
issues of the Yearbook. Over 150 countries or territories sub-
mitted directly by questionnaire their national statistics for
inclusion in the Yearbook, while others made their national
statistics available to the Yearbook by means of published
documents. For the first time a completed questionnaire was
received from the German Democratic Republic (“East
Germany”) and for the first time in recent years from
Czechoslovakia. As a result, it has been possible to give in
the present Yearbook a wide range of statistics for the USSR
and all the Eastern European countries except Albania, thus
largely filling in an important but unavoidable gap in the
world statistical picture presented in earlier issues of the
Yearbook. These developments have enabled the Yearbook to
widen the territorial scope of many of its tables and to pro-
vide more comprehensive and accurate world aggregates.
Due to the inclusion of a new chapter on international
economic aid (see below) and several new tables, the present
Yearbook contains more tables (191) than any of the pre-
ceding issues.

CONTENTS

All the tables which appeared in the Statistical Yearbook 1956
have been maintained in the present volume, with the
exception of the tables on railway rolling stock and on wholesale
prices  of selected commodities!. Appendix II—Principal
statistics published by international organizations—has
again been omitted in the absence of a general survey of
these statistics since this appendix was last given in the 1955
issue of the Yearbook. For reference purposes, tables omitted
from this and earlier Yearbooks are listed after the Table of
Contents and are also taken into account in the Subject
Index.

A new chapter—INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC
AID—has been introduced into the Yearbook. The three
tables comprising this chapter relate to the period 1954—
1956 and show, in U.S. dollars, grants and loans furnished to
under-developed countries by individual governments and
international governmental agencies, the total aid received
related to population and per capita gross national product,
and the contributions of governments to international tech-
nical assistance, relief and lending agencies. An extensive

1 A revised table on wholesale prices of selected commodities will
be found in the United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.
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INTRODUCTION

general note describes the methods and definitions employed
in compiling these tables.

In addition to the tables in the new chapter, three other
new tables have also been introduced, namely:

143,
169.
183.

Ocean freight rates

Discount rates of central banks

Books: translations

"The table on discount rates of central banks gives the rates pre-
vailing in January 1948 and subsequent changes in the rates
up to 30 June 1957; the annual average rates prevailing in
certain pre-war years are also indicated. The table on books:
translations shows the number of translations made in 1954
and in 1955, classified both by original language and subject
group.

The data concerning the production of man-made non-
cellulosic fibres formerly given in the general note to the

- table on rayon and acetate filament yarn have been expanded_to

constitute a new table, and the table on social security
schemes: receipts and expenditures, temporarily omitted from the
last issue of the Yearbook, has now been reinstated.

The standing tables relating to the world index of industrial
production, external trade and exchange rates have been very
substantially modified. The table world index of industrial
production now presents the new index numbers recently
calculated by the United Nations Statistical Office with
1953 weights and showing, for the world and four continen-
tal regions, total industrial production broken down not only
into mining and manufacturing as hitherto but also into the
14 most important industry groups. It may be mentioned
that this represents the first attempt ever made to compute
world and regional indexes of industrial production in such
detail. The three former tables relating to the zalue in national
currencies, quantum and unit value of imports and exports have
been combined in a single table which brings these items
together, so far as they are available for each country. The
countries, themselves, have been regrouped by currency and
economic areas. To facilitate the reader in locating a
country, a list preceding the table indicates the page on
which each country appears. The table on exchange rates has
been completely recast in two sections, one devoted to
countries with multiple or fluctuating rates and the other to
countries with rates which, while not in all cases absolutely
fixed, are so controlled as to vary from the single rate shown
by only marginal amounts. The rates are now given in units
of the national currency per U.S. dollar, and currency con-
version factors for converting external trade values in
national currencies into U.S. dollars have been added. The
number of countries or territories for which exchange rates

are now given amounts to 107 as compared with 59 in the
preceding issue of the Yearbook.



A number of other standing tables have also been modi-
fied. In Table 1, relating to area, density and population, a new
column has been inserted showing the annual rate of popu-
lation increase between 1953 and 1956. The tables on the
production of texiiles, roofing slates and bricks have been com-
pletely recast in order to bring together national series ex-
pressed in different units and to facilitate the reading of the
tables by transferring to the tabular part information for-
merly appearing in the footnotes. In the table on merchant
vessels: tonnage launched, additional series showing tanker
tonnage launched have been introduced. Milk supplies are
now expressed in terms of fat and protein in the table net
food supplies per capita. The data in the former table industrial
origin of net domestic product have been recalculated on the
basis of the gross domestic product. Estimated world and
continental totals have been added to the general notes
accompanying the tables on newsprint consumption and tele-
vision receivers in use. The table relating to the production of
long films has been recast to incorporate in the body of the
table information on length, method of enumeration and
co-productions which had previously been given in the notes.
The tables on the production of soybeans, potash, phosphate
rock, sulphuric acid, caustic soda and money supply have been re-
cast in a new presentation and the territorial coverage of
very many tables has been substantially expanded.

The agricultural conversion factors in Appendix 7 have
been rearranged in a more convenient form and some addi-
tional conversion factors are now given for ship tonnage.

The chapter POPULATION has been confined, as in
previous years, to tables of general interest. They are based
on the corresponding tables appearing in the United Nations
Demographic Yearbook, which is also prepared by the Statis-
tical Office. Readers requiring more detailed or compre-
hensive data in this field are referred to the Demographic
Yearbook, where, moreover, a full description and discussion
of population and allied statistics will be found.

The tables contain information received up to the end ol
November 1957. Most of them cover the period 1937
(or 1929)—-1956; some have been brought up to the middle
of 1957. Figures for 1956 or 1956/57 are in many cases
provisional and subject to revision. Corresponding data for
the years 1928-1936 can usually be found in earlier issues
of the Yearbook.

Current data relating to many of the tables are published
regularly in the United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics
or in the periodic publications of the specialized agencies
and other intergovernmental organizations cited as sources.

PRESENTATION OF STATISTICS

It is the aim of the Yearbook tables to present for the vari-
ous countries over the period covered time series which are
as nearly comparable internationally as the available statis-
tics permit. Where necessary, any lack of comparability in
the data is indicated in the notes.

The grouping and order of the tables have, where appro-
priate, been based on the United Nations International
Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities 2.
This applies in particular to those chapters relating to

2 Statistical Office of the United Nations: Statistical Papers, Series
M, No. 4, New York, 1949.
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agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining and quarrying, manu-
facturing, construction, electricity and gas, transport and
communications.

Certain tables contain aggregate figures described as
“total” or “world”. Where such aggregate figures represent
only the summation of the country series shown, they are
placed at the end of the table against the word “total”.
Where, however, the aggregate figures are considered to
represent substantially complete world coverage, because
of the wide territorial scope of the table or on account of the
inclusion of data for the countries not listed, they are placed
at the beginning of the table against the word “world”.
As a rule, appropriate allowance has been made in the
“world” and ‘“total” figures for any gaps that may exist in
the country series shown.

For purposes of international comparability, index num-
bers have been re-calculated, wherever possible, to the
base 1953 =100, which is the standard base period adopted
for publications of the Statistical Office. Where it has not
been possible to put the indexes on this base, the previous
standard bases 1937 =100 or 1948 =100 have generally been
maintained. The base period for each series is in all cases
indicated by the use of bold-faced type to facilitate the read-
ing of the table. When a series is linked to an earlier series,
the year where the linkage took place is indicated by a
short dash on each side of the index number for that year
(e. g.—95-). While this index number is equally comparable
with both series, index numbers for years preceding it are
not, of course, necessarily fully comparable with those for
years subsequent to it. In cases where the period of linkage
extends over part of two calendar years, the short dashes are
similarly placed between the two calendar years concerned,
and when the linkage took place at a year not shown in the
time stub but situated between two non-successive years
shown, the dashes are placed between those two years.
Where it was not feasible to link two series together, either
on account of a major change in scope or the absence of an
overlapping period, they are separated by a hair line, and
such series are not comparable with each other even if they
are shown on the same base period. Where deemed necessary
such breaks are explained in an accompanying footnote.

The metric system of weights and measures has been
employed throughout the ZYearbook. The American and
British equivalents will be found in Appendix I.

Unless otherwise stated, the data in Yearbook tables relate
to the calendar year against which they are shown.

A short note explaining the scope and nature of the
figures shown usually accompanies the tables. In some
instances, it has been thought desirable to give more lengthy
explanatory notes on separate pages. The reader is requested
to take account of these notes in interpreting the statistics.
Attention is also directed to the qualifying footnotes to
individual series.

COUNTRY ORDER AND NOMENCLATURE

Table 7 constitutes a complete listing by continents of all
the geographic areas of the world and of their status around
the middle of 1957.

In the other tables the countries are generally arranged
in either continental or English alphabetical order irrespec-



tive of their political status. The order followed for the
continental divisions is: Africa; America, North; America,
South; Asia; Europe; Oceania; USSR. The countries and
territories included in each continental division are indi-
cated in Table 7; it should be noted in this connexion that
for statistical purposes the whole of Turkey is included in
Asia. Within each continental division the countries are
arranged in English alphabetical order. In a few tables
however, a straight English alphabetical order or special
country grouping has, for technical reasons, been adopted.

The country names employed in both English and French
are those given in the Nomenclature of Geographic Areas for
Statistical Purposes 3. Some changes have inevitably occurred
since that document was issued and Table 7 constitutes a
convenient and comprehensive listing of the English and
French country names employed at present.

The former Gold Coast, together with that part of Togo-
land under British Administration, became an independent
Dominion in March 1957, under the name of Ghana. This
has not appreciably affected the homogeneity of the series
since in most tables the series shown for the former Gold
Coast had also included British Togoland. It has, however,
brought about a change in the status of this area in Table 7
and also a slight change in the alphabetical order.

In tables other than Table 7, commonly employed ab-
breviations of many couniry names are used, for reasons of
space or geographical clarity, in the boxheads, stubs and
footnotes. Thus, the Federal Republic of Germany is referred
to as “West Germany”’, the German Democratic Republic
as “Fast Germany”, the Republic of Korea as “South
Korea”, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea as
“North Korea”, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan as
“Jordan”, the Federation of Nigeria as “Nigeria”, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
as “United Kingdom”, the United States of America as
“United States”, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
as the “USSR” and the Byelorussian and Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republics as “Byelorussia” and “Ukraine’ respec-
tively. Where data for the Republic of China relate only
to Taiwan, the appellation ““China: Taiwan’ is used to
describe their geographical scope, while data for the
People’s Republic of China are similarly given against
“China: Mainland”. All these abbreviated country names
are intended, of course, to be of purely geographical signi-
ficance to the reader and to convey no political implications
whatsoever.

CHANGES IN TERRITORY

As a general rule, the data in the Yearbook relate to the
country specified within its present de facfo boundaries.
However, the homogeneity of some of the national series
shown in the tables has been appreciably affected by changes
in territory, mainly as a result of World War II. Where
important statistically, attention is called to these territorial
changes by means of a break in the series—a hairline or
a bar—and an accompanying note.

The reader is referred to the Introduction to the Statistical
Yearbook 1948 (page 10) for a brief description of the major
territorial changes affecting the following European coun-

3 Statistical Office of the United Nations: Statistical Papers, Series
M, No. 1, New York, 1949,
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tries: Bulgaria, Finland, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Poland,
Romania and Yugoslavia.

Some of the wartime figures for France cover only
87 departments, due to the exclusion of data for the three
departments of Bas-Rhin, Haut-Rhin and Moselle which are
commonly referred to as “Alsace-Lorraine”.

The pre-war data for Germany generally include the Saar
from 1935, Austria from 1938 or 1939, and various occupied
territories in the immediately following years. The exact
territorial coverage has, whenever possible, been indicated
in a footnote but precise information was not always avail-
able. For the post-war period, separate series are given for
the German Democratic Republic {“Fast Germany”’),
comprising the former USSR zone of occupation, and for
the Federal Republic (“West Germany”), which comprises
the former British, French and U.S. zones of occupation,
and, beginning 1 January 1957, the Saar. In the tables, the
Saar is either shown separately indented under “West
Germany” or else included in the data for “West Germany”
with a footnote to that effect.

The international status of Tangier was abolished in
October 1956, and that zone became an integral part of
Morocco. However, for statistical reasons it has generally
been necessary to show under “Morocco’ separate series,
where available, for the former French, Spanish and Tangier
zones. Where a single series is given for Morocco which
relates to only one of the former zones, this is indicated by
means of a footnote, unless the series is representative of
the whole country.

Although Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and Southern
Rhodesia became a federal state in the latter part of 1953,
the statistics of the three territories have not yet been unified,
except in a few cases such as external trade. In the present
Yearbook, therefore, separate series are still shown for these
three areas, but they are, however, generally grouped under
“Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Federation of>. Where only one
of the Rhodesias is concerned and lack of space precludes
the use of the full title in the boxhead, the series is presented
in its proper alphabetical order under “Rhodesia, North”
or “Rhodesia, South”.

Beginning 1954, the data given for Viet-Nam refer to the
present territory of Viet-Nam (“South Viet-Nam”) and
thus exclude that part of the former Viet-Nam territory now
known as the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam or Viet-
Minh (“North Viet-Nam”).

SOURCES

Where the data for a table have been furnished by a
specialized agency or similar body, a source acknowledg-
ment is made either at the foot of the table or else in the
relevant general note. The absence of such source reference
indicates that the table has been compiled by the Statistical
Office on the basis of information obtained directly from
the national statistical offices and from official publications.

Acknowledgment is due to the following specialized
agencies and intergovernmental bodies which furnished
data for the tables as indicated in the source references:
International Labour Office; Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations; United Nations Educational,



Scientific and Cultural Organization; International Civil
Aviation Organization; World Health Organization; Inter-
national Monetary Fund; International Telecommunication
Union; Universal Postal Union; Committee for Whaling
Statistics (Oslo); Secretariat of the Rubber Study Group
(London); International Sugar Council (London); Inter-
national Tea Committee (London); International Tin

Council (London); International Cotton Advisory Com-
mittee (Washington).

Valuable assistance has also been received from the
British Travel and Holidays Association (London) acting
on behalf of the International Union of Official Travel
Organisations, from the Commonwealth Economic Com-
mittee (London) acting in conjunction with the Interna-
tional Wool Textile Organisation, from the International
Federation of Cotton and Allied Textile Industries
(Manchester, England), and, in connexion with mineral
and metallurgical statistics, from the Mineral Resources
Division, Overseas Geological Surveys (London) and the
Division of Foreign Activities, Bureau of Mines, United
States Department of the Interior.

APPENDICES

Appendix I gives the American and British equivalents
of the principal metric weights and measures together with
a large number of derived and conventional coefficients and
other conversion factors employed in compiling the Yearbook
tables. Readers requiring more extensive information are
referred to the United Nations World Weights and Measures*
which provides a comprehensive survey of international
and national systems of weights and measures with their
British and metric equivalents; it contains also unit weights
in different countries for a very large number of com-
modities.

4 Prepared by the Statistical Office of the United Nations in collabo-
ration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations. Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 21 (provisional edition),
New York, 1955.
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As mentioned earlier, Appendix [I—Principal statistics
published by international organizations—has been omitted
from the present volume as no general survey of these
statistical series has taken place since this appendix appeared
in the Statistical Yearbook 7955. While not quite up to date,
Appendix 11 in the Statistical Yearbook 1955 will still be found
extremely useful in guiding the reader to the source where
he may find statistical information either not included in the
Statistical Yearbook or else not given there in sufficient detail
to meet his requirements. For a very complete and detailed
listing of such statistical series, the reader is referred to the

United Nations List of Statistical Series Collected by International
Organizations.5

INDEXES

Separate subject and country indexes, in both English

and French alphabetical order, will be found at the end of
the Yearbook.

The Subject Index is intended to provide the reader with
a quick and convenient reference to the various subjects
contained in the Yearbook; it also provides numerous group-
ings of subjects which some readers may find more suitable

for their purposes than the more general grouping in the
Table of Contents.

The Country Index is designed to assist the reader who
wishes to find all the data given in the Yearbook tables for a
particular country.

An explanation of the symbols used and a note on
geographic areas will be found on page 10.

Statistical Office of the United Nations
New York
December 1957

5 Statistical Office of the United Nations: Statistical Papers, Series
M, No. 11, Rev. 1, New York, 1955.



Le présent volume est la neuvieme édition de I’ dnnuaire
statistique des Nations Unies. Comme les précédents, il a été
produit par le Bureau de statistique de ’Organisation des
Nations Unies avec le généreux concours des services de
statistique nationaux et Passistance des institutions spécia-
lisées des Nations Unies et de certaines autres organisations
intergouvernementales.

L’aide apportée a la préparation de cet Annuaire par les
services nationaux de statistique a fait plus que se maintenir
au niveau élevé signalé dans Introduction aux deux édi-
tions précédentes. Plus de 150 pays ou territoires ont com-
muniqué directement, & Paide des formules du question-
naire, les statistiques qui devaient figurer dans I’ Annuaire;
d’autres ont fait parvenir leurs données sous la forme de
documents publiés. Un questionnaire diiment rempli a été
fourni pour la premiére fois par la République démo-
cratique allemande (“Allemagne orientale”) et pour la
premiére fois depuis plusieurs années par la Tchécoslo-
vaquie. Il a donc été possible de faire figurer dans la pré-
sente édition un grand nombre de statistiques, non seule-
ment pour 'Union des Républiques socialistes soviétiques,
mais aussi pour tous les pays d’Europe orientale, sauf
I’Albanie, et de combler ainsi en grande partie 'importante
mais inévitable lacune qui existait dans ’ensemble des
statistiques mondiales publiées dans les éditions précédentes
de I’ Annuaire. Cette documentation supplémentaire a permis
d’élargir la portée géographique d’un grand nombre de
tableaux de ' Annuaire et d’y présenter des totaux mondiaux
plus complets et plus exacts. Par suite de insertion d’un
nouveau chapitre sur ’aide économique internationale
(voir plus loin) ainsi que de plusieurs tableaux nouveaux,
la présente édition de ’Annuaire renferme un nombre de
tableaux (191) plus grand que n’importe quelle édition
précédente.

CONTENU

Tous les tableaux qui figuraient dans I’ Annuaire statistique
7956 ont été conservés dans le présent volume, 2 I’exception
des tableaux chemins de fer: matériel roulant et prix de gros de
certaines marchandises!. L’annexe II (Principales statistiques
publiées par les organisations internationales) a été de
nouveau omise, aucune étude générale de ces statisques
n’ayant été faite depuis la publication de cette annexe dans
Pédition 1955 de I’Annuaire. Pour faciliter les recherches,
une liste des tableaux supprimés dans le présent Annuaire
statistique ou dans les précédents est donnée aprés la table
des matiéres; il est également tenu compte de ces tableaux
dans P'index des sujets, en fin de volume.

L’ Annuaire comprend cette année un nouveau chapitre—
AIDE ECONOMIQUE INTERNATIONALE. Les trois

1 Un tableau revisé relatif aux prix de gros de certaines marchandises
se trouve dans le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistique (O.N.U.).
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INTRODUCTION

tableaux qui composent ce chapitre se rapportent i la
période 1954-1956 et indiquent, en dollars des Etats-Unis,
le montant des dons et des préts accordés par certains
gouvernements et certaines organisations gouvernemen-
tales internationales & des pays peu développés, le rapport
de P’aide regue & la population et au produit national brut
par habitant, et le montant des contributions versées par
les gouvernements & des organismes internationaux d’as-
sistance technique, de secours et de prét. Une note générale
expose en détail les méthodes et les définitions qui ont
servi A Pétablissement de ces tableaux.

Outre les tableaux du nouveau chapitre, trois autres
tableaux nouveaux ont été ajoutés, a savoir:

143. Frets maritimes

169. Taux d’escompte des banques centrales
183. Livres: traductions

Le tableau relatif aux taux d’escompte des banques centrales
indique les taux en vigueur en janvier 1948 et les modifica-
tions apportées & ces taux jusqu’au 30 juin 1957; les taux
annuels moyens pour certaines années d’avant-guerre sont
également indiqués. Le tableau intitulé livres: traductions
indique le nombre de traductions faites en 1954 et en 1955,
selon la langue originale et le sujet de Pouvrage.

Les données sur la production de fibres manufacturées
a base non cellulosique, qui figuraient auparavant dans la
remarque générale relative au tableau intitulé rayonne et
acétate (fil) ont été augmentées et constituent maintenant
un nouveau tableau. Le tableau systdmes de sécurité sociale:
recettes et dépenses, temporairement supprimé dans la der-
niére édition de I’ Annuaire, a été rétabli.

Les tableaux relatifs & Vindice mondial de la production
industrielle, au commerce extérieur et aux cours des changes ont
été sensiblement modifiés. Le tableau: indice mondial de la
production industrielle présente maintenant les nouveaux
indices calculés depuis peu par le Bureau de statistique
des Nations Unies, avec pondération de 1953, et indique
pour ’ensemble du monde et quatre régions continentales,
la production industrielle totale répartic non seulement
entre les industries extractives et les industries manufac-
turieres, comme par le passé, mais aussi entre les quatorze
branches d’industries les plus importants. Il est 4 noter
que c’est 12 le premier essai de calcul d’indices mondiaux
et d’indices régionaux de la production industrielle aussi
détaillés. Les trois anciens tableaux relatifs 4 la valeur en
monnaies nationales, au quantum et A la valeur unitaire des
importations et des exportations ont été fondus en un seul
tableau qui groupe ces données par pays dans la mesure
ol elles étaient disponibles. Les pays eux-mémes ont été
regroupés par zone monétaire et par région économique.
Pour permetire au lecteur de trouver plus facilement un
pays, une liste précédant le tableau indique la page ot



figure chaque pays. Le tableau relatif aux cours des changes
a été complétement refondu en deux sections, ’une con-
sacrée aux pays & cours multiples ou & cours variables,
Pautre aux pays dont les cours, sans étre dans tous les cas
absolument fixes, sont contr6lés de maniére & ne s’écarter
que trés peu du taux unique indiqué. Les taux sont main-
tenant exprimés en unités de la monnaie nationale par
dollar des Etats-Unis, et ’on a ajouté les coefficients de
conversion monétaire employés pour convertir en dollars
des Etats-Unis les valeurs du commerce extérieur exprimées
en monnaie nationale. L.e nombre des pays ou territoires
pour lesquels I’Annuaire indique les cours des changes
atteint maintenant 107, au lieu de 59 dans I’4dition pré-
cédente.

Un certain nombre d’autres tableaux ont également été
modifiés. Au tableau 1, relatif & la superficie, A la densité et
a la population, on a ajouté une nouvelle colonne qui indique
le taux d’accroissement annuel de la population pour la
période de 1953 & 1956. On a complétement remanié les
tableaux relatifs & la production de fextiles, d’ardoises pour
toitures et de briques afin de grouper, pour un méme pays,
des séries exprimées dans des unités différentes et de faciliter
la lecture des tableaux en y incorporant des renseignements
qui se trouvaient auparavant dans les notes en bas de page.
Dans le tableau: navires marchands: tonnage lancé, on a ajouté
des séries supplémentaires qui indiquent le tonnage des
bateaux-citernes lancés. Les disponibilités en lait sont main-
tenant exprimées en équivalent corps gras et protéine dans le
tableau disponibilités alimentaires neties par habitant. Les don-
nées que fournissait précédemment le tableau origine par
branche d’activité, du produit intérieur net, sont maintenant cal-
culées sur la base du produit intérieur brut. Dans les re-
marques générales qui accompagnent les tableaux consomma-
tion de papier journal et télévision: postes récepteurs en service, on
a ajouté une estimation des totaux mondiaux et continen-
taux. Le tableau relatif 3 la production de Silms de long
métrage a été remanié; il renferme maintenant les renseigne-
ments sur la longueur, la méthode de dénombrement et la
coproduction qui étaient précédemment données dans les
notes. On a modifié enfin la présentation des tableaux rela-
tifs & la production de soyz, de sels potassiques, de phosphates
naturels, d’acide sulfurique et de soude caustique, ainsi que celle
du tableau disponibilités monétaires, et Pon a sensiblement
étendu la portée géographique d’un grand nombre de
tableaux.

A Vannexe 1, on a disposé les facteurs de conversion rela-
tifs aux produits agricoles sous une forme plus commode, et
quelques facteurs de conversion supplémentaires relatifs au
tonnage de navires ont été ajoutés.

Le chapitre POPULATION ne comprend, comme dans
les éditions précédentes, que des tableaux d’intérét général
qui sont basés sur les tableaux correspondants de I’ Annuaire
démographique des Nations Unies, également préparé par le
Bureau de statistique. Les lecteurs désireux d’obtenir des
renseignements plus détaillés ou plus complets dans ce
domaine sont priés de se reporter 3 I’ Annuaire démographique.
Ils y trouveront en outre, des commentaires trés développés
sur les statistiques de la population et les statistiques
connexes,

Les tableaux présentent les données regues jusqu’a la fin
de novembre 1957. La plupart portent sur la période 1937
(ou 1929)—1956; quelques-uns s’étendent Jjusqu’au milieu
de 'année 1957. Les données relatives & Pannée 1956 ou
1956,/57 sont souvent provisoires et sujettes & révision. Les
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données correspondantes pour les années 1928-1936 se
trouvent généralement dans les éditions précédentes de
I Annuaire.

Des données mensuelles ou trimestrielles correspondant
a celles de nombreux tableaux sont publiées régulie¢rement
dans le Bulletin Mensuel de Statistique des Nations Unies ou
dans les publications périodiques des institutions spécialisées
et des autres organisations intergouvernementales citées
comme source.

PRESENTATION DES STATISTIQUES

Le but de I’dnnuaire est de présenter, pour la période et
les pays choisis, des séries uniformes et aussi comparables
sur le plan international que les données disponibles le
permettent. Chaque fois qu’on Pa jugé nécessaire, on a
indiqué par une note le défaut de comparabilité.

Les tableaux ont été disposés autant que possible dans
Pordre de la Classification internationale Ype, par industrie, de
toutes les branches d’activité économique®. Cette observation vaut
en particulier pour les chapitres sur Pagriculture, les foréts,
la péche, les industries extractives, les industries manufac-
turiéres, la construction, 1’électricité et le gaz, les transports
et les communications.

Certains tableaux renferment des données globales pré-
sentées sous la rubrique “total” ou “monde”. Lorsque ces
données ne représentent que la somme des séries des pays
énumérés, elles figurent en fin de tableau, en regard du
mot “‘total”. Au contraire, lorsqu’elles peuvent étre con-
sidérées comme ayant une portée pratiquement mondiale
en raison du nombre des pays compris dans le tableau ou
de P’inclusion de données relatives & des pays qui n’y sont
pas mentionnés, elles figurent en haut du tableau en regard
du mot “monde”. D’une fagon générale, on a procédé aux
ajustements nécessaires, en ce qui concerne les données
“total” ou “monde”, pour combler toute lacune existant
dans les séries des pays représentés,

Pour permettre les comparaisons d’un pays a lautre, les
indices ont été ramenés, dans la mesure du possible, 3 la
base 1953 =100; c’est cette année qui constitue la période
de base adoptée pour les publications du Bureau de statis-
tique. Au cas ol les indices n’ont pu €tre ramenés A cette
base, les anciennes bases communes 1937=100 ou 1948 =
100 ont été généralement conservées. La période de base
de chaque série est indiquée en caractéres gras afin de
faciliter la lecture du tableau. Lorsqu’une série a été rac-
cardée a une série antérieure, ’année de raccordement est
signalée par un tiret placé de chaque cb6té de Pindice relatif
a l’année en question (par exemple: —95-), Un tel indice
est également comparable 3 ceux des deux séries, mais les
indices des années antérieures ne sont pas nécessairement
comparables 3 tous égards A ceux des années ultérieures,
Lorsque la période de raccordement s'étend sur plusieurs
mois de deux années civiles, on a placé des tirets entre les
deux années civiles considérées; enfin, lorsque ’année de
raccordement n’apparait pas dans la colonne des années
mais se situe entre deux années non consécutives indiguées,
les tirets ont été insérés entre les deux années en question.
Dans les cas ol il n’a pas été possible de raccorder deux
séries en raison d’une modification considérable de la portée
ou de 'absence d’une période de raccordement, ces séries
ont été séparées par un trait; de telles séries ne peuvent

étre comparées les unes aux autres, méme si leur période

?Bureau de statistique des Nations Unies, Etudes statistiques,
Série M, No. 4, New-York, 1949,



